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In 1978, when the Pacific Forum Line came into being, its
charter was to not only establish a viable locally owned
service for the region, it was also charged with the
responsiblity for encouraging economic growth through
increased trade.

Today, Pacific Forum Line is more than just a
successful shipping line. It is a living example of regional
co-operation at its best.

We act as a vital trade link for Forum Island countries,
Our network of services covers the South West Pacific to
every point of the compass. From Lae to Lautoka,
Melbourne to Tarawa and Apia to Auckland we offer a
versatile fleet of vessels that can carry everything from
containerised to break bulk and roll on/roll off cargo as well
as handling specialised requirements like bulk liquid and
refrigerated cargoes. Our aim is to ensure there is no cargo
imported or exported in the South Pacific that we cannot
handle.

Next time you see the familiar yellow PFL flag flying
proudly, spare a thought for the contribution the Line has
made to this part of the world over the past seventeen
years.

And, if that's not enough reason to ‘put it on the Line’,
take a look at our competitive rates, convenient schedules
and the years of accumulated shipping experience our
people offer. Because you know that when you ship with
Pacific Forum, it's our name (and yours) on the Line, right
down the Line. '

Pacific Forum Line

For more information on Pacific Forum Line’s services
and offices throughout the South Pacific contact our
Auckland office on:-

Ph; (09) 3096 700. Fax: (09) 3092 683. Telex: 60460.

SOLOMON ISLANDS * TONGA * TUVALU » WESTERN SAMOA
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Lets get fresh!

At last:
Solomon Islands
very own beer.
Taste the
difference
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NAURULOOKS AT ITS

WELL WE'VE DECIDED THAT ONCE
WE FND OUR MISSING MILLIONS WE'RE

GOING TO REBUILD THE ISLAND
USING OLD TELEVISIONG
CARS AND STEREDG

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

A home for the Forum

THE 24th South Pacific Forum meeting
began and ended in Nauru last month.
How it went depends on who you talk to.

The regional leaders naturally praised
the outcome of the Forum meeting and
of course the hosts. While the people who
had their passports confiscated on arrival
in Nauru were not too impressed. There
were complaints of other shortcomings at
the airport from bad organmisation to
immigration officials being downright
rude. Some regional journalists were in
Nauru three days before they were able
to send copy home and communication
generally was not terribly good. It was
only a lot of hard work by Alfred Sasako
of the Forum Secrtariat that got the
communication facilities for journalists
into some sort of order, Journalists who
have returned from reporting the Forum
say they were issued stiff warnings from
government officials to stay away from
CONtTOVErsy surrounding Nauru’s
decreasing wealth. The journalists were
told to report on the Forum alone or “'get
on the next flight home”. Nauru seemed
paranoid about its dirty linen being aired
in public — especially during the Forum.
While they were happy to show the
world the destruction caused to their
island by phosphate mining they were
touchy when the subject of missing
investment funds was raised. During the
Forum women and children took to the
streets with banners and placards pro-
testing the mismanagement of their
country’s phosphate wealth.

Last month’s PIM carried a cover
report on the investments by the Nauru
government and the problems with many
of these investments. According to one of
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Inside

A special

Pacific Islands Monthly: banned in
Nauru?

the protest leaders, Ruby Dediya, the
Nauru government confiscated the
magazine before it was made available to
the public. Government officials in
Nauru would neither confirm nor deny
the confiscation of the magazine saying
they hadn't seen a copy. What is certain
is that there were no copies ol the
magazine available in bookshops during
the Forum.

Meanwhile, in was not only journalists
who had problems during the Forum.
Papua New Guinea officials had to run
around to find a room for PNG prime

minister Paias Wingti before he arrived
There were reports of other accommo-
dation problems as well.

Not the kind of organisation you
expect for such a high-powered regional
meeting. Which again raises the question
of whether the Forum meeting should
have a permanent home. The present
practice of island-hopping to a diflerent
regional capital each year for the mcet-
ing is a costly affair. And it seems this i
done more to keep each country happy
than for the benefit of the orgamsation,

You then also run into problems ol
countries — like Nauru — that are ill-
prepared and ill-equipped to play host te
the regional meeting,

An editorial in The Fiji Times on
August 5 called for the Forum meeting
to make its home in Suva — the home
of the Forum Secretariat. Not a bad
suggestion considering the facilities and
infrastructure available and the fact that
international organisations like the
United Nations Development Pro:
gramme, the European Community and
the United Nations International Chils
dren’s Fund have their regional offices in
Suva.

The Forum too has obviously been
thinking along a similar vein. It has
appointed a committee to review the
Forum structure and there are sugges-
tions that regional leaders meet every
second year while their foreign affairs
ministers meet in the other years.
decision is expected at the Brisba
Forum next year.

The argument for a permanent home
for the Forum is a sound one and shoul
be given a lot of consideration.
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Education
assistance

Sir,
JEMIMA Garrett gave a very useful
analysis of the issues donors face in
E:widing educational assistance to the
uth Pacific in the June edition of
Pacific Islands Monthly. In particular, her
article provides a hcéful snap-shot of the
‘in-Australia versus in-region’ education
assistance dilemma. But that picture is
dated, and fails to acknowledge the
extent to which Australia’s said policies
are now changing in response to the very
issues Ms Garrett highlights.

Ms Garrett’s main point is that our
education assistance emphasises in-
Australia training for South Pacific
islanders to the detriment of the Pacific
island countries’ own education systems.
In fact, Australia in the process of
moving the focus of that assistance from
in-Australia to in-region training. 1
reconfirmed this in talks with the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of the South
Pacific, Esekia Solofa, during my recent
visit to Fiji.

The change in focus is already re-
lected in the declining number of Pacific
slanders studying in Australia. One
jovernment-funded scheme is a particu-

called the John Crawford Scholarship
Scheme (JCSS), 212 South Pacific island
students were sponsored to study in
Australia in 1991, Next year the JCSS
will fund only 94 students — less than
half the number funded two years ago.

On the other side of the coin, there are
now 100 students sponsored by the
Australian government or by

overnment-funded programs at the

SP, 30 at the University of Papua New
Guinea and about 100 students at other
post-secondary institutions in the Pacific,
mainly in Fiji and PNG.

Just as importantly, the Australian
government recognises the need not only
to increase the number of students at
regional institutions, but to improve the
quality of education those students
receive.

A key priority is to address the high
failure rate among Pacific island students
both in Australia and in the region. We
are looking at that right now and will
continue to improve the selection of
students and bridging programs offered.
But access to high quality primary and
secondary education for South Pacific
islanders is fundamental if students are to
be able to take up opportunities offered
for post-secondary study.

At the post-secondary level, we sup-
port training programs such as those
provided at the Fi{i School of Medicine,

courses which are a cost-effective way to
rovide at least short-term solutions for
ey skill shortages. In Fiji, in conjunction
with local training institutions, we will
run 15-20 short courses, costing about
$400,000, for the ﬂlb]ic and private
sector during 1993/94,

There is the additional problem of
successful students wanting to live and
work in Australia thereby leaving their
home countries no better off. While
Australian development cooperation is
aimed at helping the economic and social
development of Pacific island countries,
itis a fact of life that qualified individuals
from island countries do possess skills
which may be in demand in New
Zealand or Australia. I know Pacific
island authorities are considering making
it a condition of continued study that
students return to work in their home
country for an appropriate period once
they have completed their awards.

The focus of Australia’s education
assistance to island nations is now on
local education development, and sub-
stantial resources are earmarked to
promote in-region education and train-
mg. We hope that such assistance will
further contribute to the sharing of
knowledge as well as the development of
material resources — which is, after all,
what aid and learning are all about.

Gordon Bilney
Minister for Pacific Island Affairs

ar case in point. Under what is now and are also developing in-region short Australia.
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Flosse
replies

Sir,

WOULD you please inform your readers
by publishing in your next edition the
corrections to the report titled French
Polynesia. Going to g:lfs in your May 1993
issue by Bengt Danielsson. As far as
Danielsson’s latest mcoherencies are con-
cerned, the entire article needs to be
corrected.

The general election of March 1993 does
not come at all under any colonial rule in
French Polynesia and does not convey any
disloyalty towards the island people.

On the contrary, French Polynesia is
considered a collective whole equal to any
metmﬁwlitan counterpart  within  the
French republic. Tht’.rEH‘lrl’. like all French
departments and territories, every five
years, it is required to elect is members to
the National Assembly (the First Parlia-
mentary Chamber of France), while every
nine years locally elected officials appoint
a representative to the Senate (the second
chamber of the French parliament] This
entire process is done exactly in accordance
with the same ballot requirements and
political choices as in rest of France, Two
deputes from French Polvnesia represent
the 200,000 Polynesian French citizens
one depute for every 100,000 inhabitants.)
I'hese two elected officials have the same

rights and duties as their 575 colleagues of

the National Assembly who represent the
other 60 million French cinzens {one
depute for every 105,000 inhabitants).

These two elected members are bound 1o
the very democratic laws ruling the French
nation, and it would be very biased to claim
that they are, as Danielsson wrote, inevi-
tably “anti-colonialist and anti-nuclear”.
To consider that French Polynesia is a
colonv and to wish for a ban on nuclear
tests are two politcal issues openly pro-
posed, among others, by the numerous
candidates running at each election, and
are for that matter, just as freely settled by
the electors. It so happens that the majority
of them does not agree with such views.
Therefore, the two outgoing deputes,
Leontiell and Vernaudon, were, as far as
we know, neither in favour of independence
nor opened to the resumption of the nuclear
Lests.

The representation of French Polynesia
meets every requirement of proper pro-
portional representation found it an demo-
cratic parliamentary system, and does not
hamper at all the action of our two deputes
who labour in the interest of French
Polynesians, much in the same was as their
counterparts from Bordeaux or Auvergne.

The role of a national depute, from
Polynesia or elsewhere, goes eyond the
simple affairs of his constituency. He also
has arbitrate the political life of the French
nation, which is the first mission he is
entrusted with as a Polynesian elected
official. His duty is to legislate and to
control the government of the Republic,
E.l;t as deputes from the Paris region or

m the coastal Alps would.

French Polynesia is a French overseas
territory endowed with a deliberative
assembly comprising 41 members, elected

l})’ all the citizens of French Polynesia. The
Territorial assembly and the Terntorial
government, responsible to the Assembly,
are endowed with more powers than a state
belonging to a federal country. For in-
stance, there is no other tax in French
Polynesia than those which are decided
upon by the Territonal assembly. The
areas of competence still held by the %rcnch
national government (mostly matters of
national sovcrcigl]u}- such as immigration/
naturalisation, foreign affairs, national
defence, justice ...) are exceptions, which
are scrupulously described by the law.
Local political life is mainly run by the two
truly Polynesian authorities mentioned
above rather than by the two nationally
elected officials, though, when necessary,
the latter ones along with our senator can
be used to make our voice heard at the
national scale by both parliament and
government,

To write that Gaston Flosse is “more
French than Polynesian™ is indeed even
more ridiculous than it is defamatory. [ was
born in the most 1solated archipelago of
French Polynesia, the gambier archipelago,
to a Polynesian mother and a French
father. There is hardly anymore else other
than Right Wing extremist theoreticians to
claim the right to exclude a citizen from a

ven community, whether he be a Jew, a

oman, an immigrant’s child, or a Poly-
nesian half-breed, ... on the ground that
half the cells running in his bloodstream are
“foreign”’. The French and Polynesian laws
both ban such conduct.

My winning a majority of 50.13 per cent
of the votes at the first round of a two round
uninominal system on March 13, 1993, was
not just a “narrow’ achievement. It was
rather the outstanding victory that only
knowledgeable people, acquainted with
electoral campaigning would know, and
the kind that any candidate in any country,
torced to go through a second round, would
envy.

And as far as Danielsson’s statements,
that | owe my majority to a “half” of the
electorate  made up of expatriate
metropolitants ... I can only say that this
shows how much more intellectual swindle
can be surpassed by ridicule.

To this effect, 1 should remind you that
out of 200,000 inhabitants currcnl{y living
in French Polynesia, only 23,000 were born
in a foreign 13 per cent of the total
electorate. This is assuming that they
systematically used the right of vote they’re
entitled to and unite their ballot papers in
a total devotion in my favour ... LE: fact
that the nuclear tests Commission Head-
quarters is located in the area I'm running
in should in no way deceive you any more
than 1t has Danic]}slson. The local polling
station reports only 140 registered electors
from the headquarters.

The so-called government privileges,
meaning free boat and Planc trips, through
which Danielsson sees ““the main reason” of
my success against the outgoing depute,
Vernaudon, give no credit at all to the
Polynesian voters.

To have stated, as Danielsson has, that
“The five other candidates were against
me, and had declared that they favored
independence and opposed the resumption
of the nuclear tests in Mururoa”, is false,
That was just true for two candidates, an
Vernaudon was not one of them. They
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respectively obtained 1.8 and 1.9 per cent
of the votes.

The reports by Danielsson of the results
obtained in the first round of the other
constituency were also false. |

Leontieff was not a Flosse emulator, a
“satisfied of the colonial system”. On the
contrary, he was a determined opponent
and ran in that constituency as the alter ega
of Vernaudon, his political ally, and an
outFm ng delputy like him. His getting only
“a fifth of the votes™ just meant that such
was the extent of his personal audience. His
rallying in the second round showed the
consequences of his assessment. |

Danielsson fails to say that the political
ideals he attributes to Juventitn, that is: “‘a
home rule government similar to the one
found in the Cook Islands™, are actually the
ones 1 thought of as a possibility for
Polynesia, being only an evolution of our
present constitution.

It is also false to state that, in this
constituency as well as in the other one, “all
other candidates had agendas that looked
like Oscar Temaru's. Itis deceitful 1o all the
votes they won to those obtained by the
Mayor of Faaa.”

Only two candidates out of the eight, like
Temaru clamored for independence. They
respectively won 3.6 and O,? per cent of the
votes. Therefore, the arithmetical errors of
Danielsson, with the purpese of provin
that Flosse is in the minority is indee§
laughable.

Any experienced political analyst could
explain to Danielsson. and any of your
readers somewhat familiar with the two
ballot systems would know, that selections
are made during the first ballot, and that
elimination is decided during the second
bout.

The only results to be considered, for the
circumstances, are the ones that have been
drawn together after the first ballot of the
March 1993 general election of French
Polynesia. They have disclosed, to every-
one's surprise, that 24 per cent of the
electors have chosen the independence
agenda, that five of the 15 listed candidates
in the two constituencies proposed such an
agenda. These results, which have spurred
many comments at that time, as Danielsson
knows too well, are quite clear, and there
is no need to tinker any longer with the
calculator. A fourth of the electors rep-
resents a problem for the future and for the
structuring of the society in French POIT-
nesia. The public debate has been newly
reinforced by comparing the merits and
advantages of the evolutive home rule
linked to France and the total break off that
would lead to independence, a state in|
which most island nations of the South
Pacific region has had the greatest difficulty
to achieve their social and economical aims.

The question has been asked to Poly-
nesians. It is quite unfortunate that
Danielsson disguises the issue with false
arguments. Does he not realise that the
answer to this question could be different
from the one, he has chosen for himself, that
is the independence most Polynesians will
have to decide upon, for they are the only
ones who will have to bear the conse-
quences of such an outcome.

Gaston Flosse
President

French Polynesia

E
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EN vyears after the New Zealand
I government introduced an Equal
Employment Opportunities policy

&
... and equality for all

of university graduates with the qualifi-
cations an increasingly professional pub-
lic service requires, he says..

designed to increase the participation of
minorities in the public service, its success
has been pretty limited.

The figures tell the story. While 4.6 per
cent of New Zealanders aged 15-59 identify
themselves as Pacific island people, for
instance, they account for only 3.3 per cent
of the country’s 36,100 public servants.

Nearly 10 per cent of the working
population is Maori and a further 6.5 per
cent identify as Maori and another ethnic
group. But only 6.3 per cent of public
servants are Maori with another 2.7 per
cent part-Maori.

DAVID
BARBER

“The public service of the future will
be highly qualified and skills of all kinds
will be required if a newcomer is to make
his or her way through the ranks.
Continuing education is the key and
success will lie in Pacific island parents
encouraging their young people to
become graduates.”

There is no proposal to use quota-
based affirmative action as the United
States government did to boost the
numbers of black Americans in the
federal service hence no target
numbers have been set.

It is thus clear that the make-up of the
public service does not reflect the New
Zealand population as a whole. More significantly, the
majority of Maori and Pacific Island public servants work at
the junior levels of the service — few have risen to the middle
or senior management ranks,

Whereas 20 per cent of all staff earn more than NZ§40,000
a year, only six per cent of Pacific island men and two per
cent of Pacific Island women are in this category. Maori men
comprise only 12 per cent of this group and Maori women
4.5 per cent.

At the highest level, apart from the chief executive of the
Ministry of Pacific Island Affairs, there are no Pacific island
public servants earning more than §60,000. Only 0.7 per cent
of Maori have made it to senior management positions,

A number of departments have been trying to increase
minority participation for some years and have gone so far
as to give priority to recruiting and developing Maori and
Pacific island stafl. But this has clearly not worked in giving
them adequate participation throughout all levels of the
service.

Concerned about this, cabinet has directed chief executives
of all government departments to implement strategies for
increasing the numbers of Maori and Pacific island people
at all levels.

The State Services Commission has been charged with
promoting these strategies and to this end has produced two
handbooks spelling out ways in which they may be
developed.

State Services Commissioner Don Hunn hopes this
concerted effort will do for the minority races what the Equal
Employment Opportunities policy has done for women, who
now comprise 52 per cent of public servants. He acknowl-
edges they are still under-represented at the higher, better-
paid levels, holding only 18 per cent of senior management
positions but points out that this is a big improvement on
1991 when they held only 10 per cent of the top jobs.

Hunn accepts that it will take some time to increase the
numbers of Pacific island public servants to reflect their
proportion of the population. As immigrants, they have
simply not been here long enough to produce a generation

The cabinet directive says govern-
ment departments should maintain the
principle of merit set out in the State Sector Act which
requires all appointments to be made on the basis of the
person “who is best suited” for the job.

“While we don’t have any targets, my personal hope is that
within a decade we will have a public service that truly
reflects the demography of the country,” Hunn says. “Only
then will Pacific island people be satistied that their concerns
are truly understood.”

He acknowledges that it is no easy task. The total number
of public servants has been halved in recent years. Hunn's
State Services Commission has cut its own staff from 750 to
130, severely restricting its ability to recruit.

In addition, high unemployment and hard times have
meant people are hanging onto their jobs. There was a time
when the turnover rate within the service was 10 per cent
to 15 per cent — it is now down to two per cent to three
per cent, which makes it very difficult to get fundamental
shifts in the personnel make-up of departments.

Hunn says the departments are now expected to go to
considerably more effort than in the past to find suitable
Maori and Pacific island candidates. If applicants for jobs are
not suitable, at least they should be considered on a basis of
their potential to become suitable, he says.

He rejects any suggestion that the departments are being
encouraged to lower their standards. “It would be false
liberalism if the effect of this was to dilute the ability of the
public service to do its job. But we have to move to reflect
the aspirations of the community. Otherwise we'll get out of
touch and then we wouldn’t be doing our job properly.”

The Careers Service, Quest Rapuara, is doing its bit to
encourage more young Maori to get ahead, publishing a
booklet about a group of Maori achievers in their 20s in all
walks of life, designed to present them as role models for the
younger generations.

One, Charles Te Ahukaramu Royal, a 27-year-old writer,
sums up their appeal to youngsters: “This is a new generation
— a new time for Maori to take control of their destiny as
they go into the 21st Century, and be positive and creative
about whatever they do.” g
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AUGUST-NOVEMBER

SEPTEMBER

04
2nd Meeting of the Contracting Parties for
the Apia Convention, Guam
06-07
2nd Meeting of the Contracting Parties
for the SPREP Convention, Guam
08-10
Sixth SPREP Intergovernmental Meet-
ing, Guam
*
Regional Meteorological Directors Meet-
ing, Fiji
20-24
Ninth Regional Conference of Statis-
ticians, Noumea
20-24
Heads of Public Service Conference,
Port Vila, Vanuatu
20-24
Regional Telecommunications Meet-
ing, Forum Secretariat HQ, Suva, Fiji
23-25
APEC Senior Officials Meeting, Hono-
lulu, Hawaii
27-01 Oct
Pacific Island Law Officers Meet-
ing, Nauru
28-30
“Calling the Pacific”’ telecommunica-
tions seminar and trade display,
Suva, Fiji
*
Regional Technical Meeting on Animal
" Health, Noumea

»*

Forum Committee on Economic Issues and

trade, Suva, Fiji
30
Telecom Ministerial Meeting, Forum Sec-
retariat HQ, Suva
Sep/Oct

Oxford Conference on Law Enforce-
ment, Oxford, UK
*
Third APEC Trade Promotion Seminar,
Taejon, Korea
*
19th South Pacific Ports Assoclation Con-
ference, Port Moresby

OCTOBER

01 PACT Network Users Group
o1
Smaller Island States Committee Meeting,
Forum Secretariat HQ, Suva, Fiji
01-09 SOPAC Annual Session, Nadi, Fiji
04-08
Fifth South Pacific Conference on
Nature Conservation and Protected
Areas, Tonga
14-18
Polynesian Music Festival, Rarotonga,
Cook Islands
18-22
19thCRGA Conference, Noumea, New
Caledonia
25-27
33rd South Pacific Conference, Nou-
mea, New Caledonia
*
Workshop on Computerised Systems for
Utilising Agricultural Information, Suva, Fii

Note - a * indicates dates have yet to be
confirmed.
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SOLOMON ISLANDS

Chaotic
finances

I'he new Solomon Islands government says it has inherited a
state of government finances that is “chaotic and appalling”.
Finance minister Andrew Nori issued a statement in July saying
financial reporting within government had gone worse and
control and management was in complete disarray.

Nori says the treasury is empty and the government is
operating in a hand-to-mouth existence ...paying its bills as it
receives revenue. He says as of mid-year, when the new
government took over, the government owed about US$88
million to overseas lenders and US$77 million from domestic
SOurces.

Nori says most of this domestic debt was borrowed by the
previous government, He claims this debt has been increasing
this year by about US$1.7 million a month. Nori says the
Mamaloni government has also piled debts and unpaid bills
both at home and overseas amounting to US$6.6 million. He
claims it also borrowed US$10 million up to the middle of June
from local banks, the national provident fund and the public.

Nori says the new coalition government is determined to
restore a sound basis for public finance as quickly as possible.
But he adds in view of the magnitude of the problem this will
take some time. Meanwhile he says the government must
collect revenue due to it, pay its debts and stop all unnecessary
expenditures. To this eflect the government has cancelled a
US$4 million project to build a new state house. The project
was initiated by the country’s previous government, after it sold
the old state house to an Asian company for a hotel
development.

A design for the new state house, which was intended to
iccommodate the Governor General, had already been
ipproved and the Japanese Kitano Construction company
wvhich won a contract has already started work on it. But the
lew government says it can’t justify spending so much
axpayers money on a residence to house just one family, and
t says if the construction did go ahead it could cost as much
s $7 million.

The cancellation of the house project was one of 15 priorities
mnounced by the government when it came to power.

EREFF R Rk Rk

-0g export
stopped

‘he Solomon Islands Central Bank says the recent High Court
uling, that the bank does not have the power under the
xchange Control Regulations to stop export of goods, does not
1 any way affect the new price monitoring system for export
f round logs which came into effect on July 1.

At that time the bank and government authorities took
rgent action to prevent the export of log shipment for which
1€ declared prices were considered by the government to be
elow prices in the open market.

Recently a vessel was stopped from sailing by the Customs
1d Excise Division on advise from the Central Bank that the
£ export was in contravention of the Exchange Control
egulation. The shipment was allowed to pr when the
iporters made a substantial deposit with the High Court.

EEEREEE AR R R
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VANUATU

Sokomanu
saved

Intervention by the Vanuatu President, Fred Timakata, saved
South Pacific Commission secretary general Ati George
Sokomanu from conviction by the Port Vila magistrate court,
Sokomanu, a former president of Vanuatu, has pleaded guilty
to three charges of importing frozen food under the country’s
Animal Importation and Quarantine Act.

The charges relate to the importation of 60 frozen chickens,
fish and rawns from New Caledonia without import
permits. Sokomanu was also charged for threatening and
obstructing the principal veterinary officer, Mike Nicole, from
performing his duty.

However, defence lawyer John Malcolm submutted that the
head of state President Timakata had told him Sokomanu
would be pardoned if convicted. Senior magistrate Lenalia
then discharged Sokomanu using his discretion under the penal
code. The SPC secretary general was however ordered to pay
prosecution costs of US§200

LRSS S T S

Niue faces
tough times

Niue’s government admits it does not have enough money to
carry out its social and economic responsibilities. In his budget
speech to the country’s parliament Finance Minister Sani
Lakatani has apologised to the nation for its economic
problems, which he says were caused by the former

governments. Lakatani has announced a US$1 million deficit
for last year and says he’s had to budget for a US$500,000 debt
this year. Radio New Jealand says Niue is facing its toughest
economic times ever and this will restrict the new government’s
employment

policy of increasing local production,
opportunities and private sector investment,

kEEEEEEFEREE

FiJi

Fiji to
join MSG

Fiji says it is only a matter of time before it joins the Melanesian
Spearhead Group of countries. Fiji's deputy prime minister
Ratu Timoci Vesikula says Fiji will take a more active role in
the group which includes Papua New Guinea, Solomons
Islands, Vanuatu and the pro-independence Kanak party from
the French Territory of New Caledonia. PNG’s foreign minister
John Kaputin has welcomed the announcement.

EREREER RS

PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY — SEPTEMBER, 1993 1



Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
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Identification cards
required

Papua New Guineans travelling from their homes to anywhere
in the country will be required to get themselves registered and
carry identification cards. Prime Minister Paias Wingti
announced that cabinet has agreed to introduce a system of
national registration and the issue of identification cards
throughout the country. Wingti also said cabinet had agreed
to amend the constitutional provisions relating to burden of
proof and bail.

If both proposed amendments become law, in serious cases
like rape and armed robbery a suspect will be required to prove
his innocence instead of the prosecution having to prove guilt
as is currently the case. Wingti said the same proposed
amendment also would seek to increase the number of serious
offences for which defendents would be denied bail.

EEFEEXERRRE R

Logging companies
warned

Foreign logging companies operating in PNG have been told
to move out if criticisms continue over the government’s new
forest laws. The government is critical of Malaysian logging
company, Rimbunan Hijau and other forest industry devel-
opers for sponsoring public debates on the forestry laws.

Forest minister Tim Neville says foreign companies operating
in PNG have no right to question the laws of the country but
must operate within the new laws. He said foreigners should
not dictate to the government on the development of resources.
“My message is clear, if you don’t like the laws we have, then
get out”, he said.

EEERRAEERRAR

AUSTRALIA NLZ =
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Aboriginal
land anger

The Australian government is under attack from almost all
sides for its latest bid to defuse mounting anger over Aboriginal
land rights through proposed legislation. Under broad
proposals outlined in late July, Aborigines would lose any right
to claim title to residential land and to pastoral and tourism
industry leases, although existing reservations and hunting and
fishing rights would continue.

Mining leases would revert to native title on expiry, with
extension and new development subject to negotiation with
Aboriginal owners. The premiers of Victoria and Western
Australia joined miners and some Aboriginal spokesmen in
slamming the plans, which would exempt vast tracts of the
country from claims fot native title under the High Court’s
Mabo decision.

The decision acknowledged Aboriginal rights as the
indigenous people before colonisation. The acting chairman of
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the umbrella Aboriginal and Torrse Strait Islander Com-
mission, Sol Bellear, said the proposals were a big step forward
from earlier “slimy™ guidelines but were a compromise that
represented only a starting point for further negotiations.

The Western Australia Premier said the government was in
total ) disarray and he called on the prime minister, Paul
Keating to make a detailed public statement,

ERERERREER B RS

WESTERN SAMOA *

Alesana’s
firm majority

Western Samoa’s prime minister Tofilau Eti Alesana says he
still has a firm majority in the country's parliament. This
follows overseas media reports that the defection of some
government members of parliament has given a majority to the
opposition.

Alesana says he has the support of 29 members of the
49-member assembly. He says reports to the contrary should
not be believed.

The opposition leader Tupua Tamasese has also told Radie
New Jealand that the government still has a majority.

EEAEREERR RS

Miller
quits

The president of the Pacific Islands News Association (PINA),
Monica Miller, has resigned as the editor of Samoa News. Miller
has cited difference over the compromise of journalistic
standards and integrity with the publisher Lewis Wolman as
the main reason for her resignation.

Miller says Wolmants reversal of her decision to remove a
senior reporter from the newsroom on ethical grounds has
pressed her to quit the top Samoa News post. She said if she is
to be faithful to ethical standards in journalism there is nc
where to go but out of the newspaper.

Miller was appointed as Samoa JVews editor in December 1992
after reporting for radio, television and newspaper since 1976.

EEREREEERR AR

NAURU

$33 million likely
from Australia

Nauru looks set to win more than US$33 millien from
Australia in an out-of court settlement for environmental
destruction caused by phosphate mining. Nauru has sued
Australia at the World Court.

EERRREREREE
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BUSINESS BULLETIN

Q’land market for

Solomons fish
FISHERMEN in the Solomon Islands’
Western Province will soon start selling
their fresh sea food in Queensland,
Australia, This is the result of nego-
tiations between the Western Provincial
authorities and Australian firm Pacific
Air Express Limited which has just
started a direct air service to the
province.

Pacific Air will be buying crayfish and
trout from Gizo and Munda towns and
transport them to Townsville twice a
week. The company said other types of
fish would be considered for the Queens-
land market later. The direct air service
to the Western Province brings Austra-
lian tourists and fresh vegetables.

Americans back out
of Marshalls project

AN American company which planned
to set up a mult-million dollar tourist
resort on an uninhabited atoll in the
Marshall Islands says it may abandon
the project. Islanders Investment says it
is losing interest after being unable to
negotiate a deal with dissenting land-
wners.

Company owner John Miller says last
December he signed a deal with six
raditional leaders, giving him a 50-year
ease [or Erikub Atoll four US$4 million.
3ut Miller said after he had shipped in
‘quipment and supplies to build the
esort, a group of landowners filed suit to
top the deal claiming the wrong leaders
iad signed the contract.

An attempt to reach an out-of-court
ettlement has failed. Miller says his
omgany will pursue alternatives in Fiji,
Lribati and the Cook Islands.

-00ks pearl
ndustry criticised

‘OOK Islands opposition leader
‘erepai Maote says the country’s black
earl industry is failing to boost substan-
ally the development of the outer
lands.

The Cooks black pearl industry had
een hailed as a potential rival for that
i neighbouring French Polynesia. But
faoate says it isn't doing much to help
tople of the island of Manihiki where
te industry is centred. He said the
avernment had spent too much money
1 projects on Rarotonga and not
wough on the development of the outer
lands.

Meanwhile, Maoate says the stoppage
work on the Sheraton Hotel project
ves the govcmmcm the opportunity to
‘t out of its financial commitment,
Work stopped because a quasi official
ganisation in Italy had delayed agree-
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Henry: defends project.

ing to insure a loan for the project.
Maoate said the loan agreement should
bind both parties including the hotel’s
Italian backers. Prime Minister Sir
Geoftrey Henry has defended his decision
to carry on with the multi-million dollar
hotel project. Sir Geoffrey says his
government inherited the project from
the previous Democratic Party govern-
ment.

Pogera gold
output down

GOLD production at Papua New
Guinea's Pogera mine has dropped
because of lower grades of ore. The
owners of the joint venture mine, the
biggest gold mine outside South Africa,
said production in the first half of the
year was down by a third compared with
the same period last year. Pogera is
expected to produce 1.1 million ounces of
gold this year — down from 1.49 million
ounces last year.

Pogera, which began operating in
1990, is currently estimated to have gold
reserves of 17.9 million ounces.

Sugar company to
lay off 65 workers

ONE of Hawaii's oldest sugar plan-
tations, the Waialua Sugar Company,
will lay off 65 workers. Company presi-
dent Michael O’Brien says the lay-offs
amount to the loss of one-sixth of the
work force.

O’Brien said 12 per cent of the
management work force was also being
pushed out using a voluntary retirement
plan. He said the cuts were necessary for
the business to survive following a loss of
US$28 million over the past five years.

Tourism hope
from Japan

A NEW survey in Japan says there is
renewed interest in travel destinations to

the South Pacific. The Japan Travel
Bureau survey shows Guam and Saipan,
in the Northern Marianas, can expect to
attract about 200,000 Japanese tourists
in the next few months,

But it says Hawaii is unlikely to see an
end to the slump in arrivals of Japanese
tourists who, in the past, have made up
a quarter of all visitors. The survey also
found that New Zealand and Australia
were attractive destinations. But it said
on their next holidays, Japanese travel-
lers intended to spend on average about
10 per cent les than last year.

Minister warns

PNG landowners
PAPUA New Guinea’s Minister for
Forests Tim Neville says national re-
source owners are falling into the trap of
accepting large sums of money from
foreign investors. He says many groups
are against the governments new strict
forestry laws because they had been
bribed by foreigners,

In July, the minister told Malaysian
company Rimbunan Hijan to leave if it
did not like the laws which would guide
logging operations in PNG. Neville said
foreign companies were wasting time
challenging laws that were good for the
people of PNG.

Lights out

for Leonardo

LEONARDO, Nauru’s $3 million
gamble on the London stage, closed on
July 10. The musical. produced by one
of Nauru's financial advisers, Duke
Minks, received dismal reviews when it
opened the previous month. (See report
in August PIM.) Presumably, the citi-
zens of Nauru lost everything the
governmennt had invested in the show.

More International
flights to Niue

THE number of international flights to
Niue each week has increased to seven.
Western Samoa carrier Polynesian Air-
lines is adding two extra flights to its
schedule and Air Nauru is already flying
to Niue twice a week out of Auckland.

Coinciding with the additional flights,
Niue’s Minister of Finance Sani Lakatani
has announced that government was
looking for investors for a 200-room
hotel/ two golf course project. Three
American tourist wholesalers, who re-
cently visited the island, say they’re keen
to market it. They predict about 500
American visitors will travel to Niue
before the end of the year.

However, some local operators say
there are only 100 beds available, The
have queried the proposed plans. d'
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By David North

AMERICA’S island territories rarely
attract serious political or media atten-
tion on the mainland but the
Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands (CNMI) has recently
managed to bring all sorts of negative
attention upon itsell. For example in
July, the front page of the prestigious
New York Times carried a long, damning
report about the continuing garment
manufacturing scandal on Saipan. Al-
though the clothes involved carry
fashionable labels — (Ralph Lauren, Liz
Claiborne and the like) and say Made in the
USA they are made under grim
conditions which would not be tolerated
on the mainland.

As the Times documented, not only is
the minimum wage in CNMI about half
that of the mainland, where it is US$4.25
an hour, the workers are often not even
paid the CNMI minimum, and they are
frequently housed in shanties surrounded
by barbed wire. Being foreigners, they
rarely complain about their treatment on
the grounds that they might lose their
jobs, and be sent back to China.

The garment workers' scandal is only
one of CNMTI's long list of self-inflicted
problems with the mainland — problems
that threaten the island’s political and
financial relations with Washington. As
noted in an accompanying report, Sai-
pan has also managed to foul up its
relations with Japan which supplies the
islands with needed investment and its
principal source of prosperity — Japan-
ese tourists.

Vis-a-vis Washington, CNMI is simul-
taneously blessed with the best of both
words — as US flag territories go — but
is vulnerable to threats of mainland
backlash.

The Marianas:

® unlike most US island territories,
controls its own immigration policies,
and has used that power to bring in a
huge, ill-paid foreign work force which is
valuable to hotel and factory owners;
@® the Marianas, alone of the US
territories, set its own minimum wage,
without any Washington participation;
@® and CNMI, like all the other
territories, can ship goods to the US
without paying tanffs.

But this particular cluster of benefits
has all been granted to Saipan, perhaps
casually, by the Congress of the United
States; and what Congress gives, Con-
gress can take away. (The relations of the
Marshalls and Federated States of
Micronesia (FSM) to the US, as associ-
ated states, are subject to treaties, and
are considerably more solid than the
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Trouble in

e

Lorenzo Guerrero: Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Northern Mariana Islands.

CNMI-mainland arrangements).

Meanwhile, the Marianas has built up
three sets of problems with Washington,
in policies, personalities, and structural
arrangements.

Policies: the Times report reflects a
policy problem, the differing attitudes of
mainland and island decision makers
about how workers should be treated. In
the course of this one of the most
conservative Democratic members of the
House, L. F Payne, has introduced
legislation designed to prevent the Mari-
anas from under-cutting mainland cloth-
ing factories, including several in his
rural Virginia district. His Bill, which is
pending before his own Ways and Means
Committee, would subject Saipan-made
garments to US tariffs unless the main-
land minimum wage is paid, and unless
at least half the garment workers are
permanent island residents — less than
10 per cent are currently.

Another policy problem is CNMI’s
peculiar tax structure which involves
large rebates of income taxes and
apparently a regressive rate system which
helps the rich. Governor Lorenzo I
DeLeon Guerrero waged a long fight
with the Inspector General of the
Department of Interior about revealing
the inner workings of the tax system,
before finally letting the IG see the
documents he wanted.

1983

Saipan

US island territory
upsets mainland

Similarly, the Marianas seem to have
a remarkably hard time collecting utility
fees for water, sewage, and electricity
which weakens the island’s capacity to
furnish these services to residents and
tourists alike; CNMI pleas for funding
from Washington, to fix up its infrastruc-
ture are undercut by the territory’s
inability to tax its well-to-do and to
collect its utility bills,

In recent months CNMI has taken a
few small steps towards changing some of
these policies; it has passed a Bill calling
for a gradual increase in the minimum
wage, rising from US$2.15 now to the
current mainland level (US$4.25) in the
Year 2000, and there have been some
moves to reform its tax structure.

Personalties: As if these policy differ-
ences were not enough, Guerrero has
managed his relations with the new chair
of the House Interior and Insular Affairs
Committee very badly. Congressman
George Miller, a strong-minded liberal
Democrat from California, recently suc-
ceeded the beloved Congressman Morris
Udall (Arizona) as chairman. Even
when physically stronger, Udall was a
laid-back politician who generally was
friendly to the islands.

Miller, however, was worried about
the loss of mainland jobs to the exploitive
garment factories and he encouraged the
committee to hold a hearing on the
subject last year. Guerrero appeared but
misread the level of mainland unhappi-
ness with the fate of the garment workers,
and tried, in vain, to smooth over the
differences. The newspaper headlines
back home indicated, appropriately, that
it had been a rocky hearing for the
islands.

Then the CNMI Governor's Office did
something that still has Washington |
heads shaking. It announced that the
Governor and Miller had a private, post-
hearing meeting, and that things were
going to be all right.

At first there were shooting headlines |
in the Saipan and Guam press; |
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Investment: Japanese-built luxury golf course on Saipan.

a couple of days later they came to the
attention of Miller. He was furious.
There never had been a meeting. No-one
in Washington can recall anyone, much
less a governor (or his office) simply
inventing a meeting with a committee
chairman. Guerrero, said his press secre-
tary was confused.

Miller did not forget the incident. At
the moment he is trying to push through
the senate a Bill which he steered through
the House which would take away
millions of dollars of Compact Funds that
CNMI had been expecting to flow out of
Washington. Miller is aﬁo more than
sympathetic to Payne’s bill but that will
be handled by another House Commit-

tee.

Meanwhile, the CNMI politician with
the most credibility on the mainland,
CNMT’s elected Washington Represen-
tative, Juan Babauta, will be leaving
town at the end of the year when his four-
Kcar term expires. Instead of seeking to

eep a safe seat, he contested with
Guerrero for the Republican nomination
for governor and lost by a handful of
votes. Guerrero faces a November elec-
tion for another four-year term; his
opponent, whom he beat once before,
will be Democrat Froilan Tenorio, who
served as Washington Representative
until four years ago.

Structure. CNMI is currently the
only US-flag territory without a member

of Congress. Nearby Guam, and distant
American Samoa, and the two Carib-
bean territories (Puerto Rico and the US
Virgin Islands) all have delewtcs in the
House of Representatives. While they
can not vote on some legislative matters
on the Floor of the House, they can
speak, and they do vote in the all-
important committees, and in the party
caucus. All have proved useful to their
islands.

Up until about a year ago CNMI
could have had a similar seat in the
House — at mainland expense — had
they simply asked for it, but they did not
do so. Now the Governor wants such a
seat but given his troubles with Miller,
and the garment scandal, and a broader

battle about extending the delegates’
votinﬁ rights in January, there is no
likeli that what was once easily

available will be obtainable in the near
future. The Democratic leadership of the
House, in January, sought to give the
delegates from the islands, and from
Washington DC, more voting power on
the House Floor, and set off a terrible row
with the Republicans.

One of the most remarkable elements
of the Saipan story is the way it has
broken up the previous islands solidarit
in Washington; typically all the is!and};
work together. hut, as one representative
of another territory said, ““these guys are
screwin thing: L:.E for all the islands. We
try hard to do the right thing but the
Saipan garment scandal makes it lnu%
for all of us”.

THE PACIFIC ISLANDS RELY
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ON THE ENERGY

Norfolk Islands (6723)

OF BORAL

i All through the Pacific Islands, people rely on
11 Boral LP gas for their energy needs. Boral has

- terminals throughout the area, and is proud

to be a leading supplier.

Boral Gas is clean, efficient and low in cost.
I’s the ideal energy source for cooking and
water heating in homes, motels and hotels,
and for a wide range of industrial uses. So call
for Boral Gas. We have the energy you're
looking for.

Ef;maegg 2948 Norfolk Island 2419
6442170 Papua New Guinea (675)
Cook Islands (682) Port Moresby 214248
l;t;éo;;ﬁa 24460 Lae 422574
Rabaul 921225
Suva 315522 Wewak 862125 BORAL GAS
Lautoka 60088 MountHagen 551216 ~ Tonga(676) Vanuatu (678)
Sigatoka 50578 SolomonIsfands (677)  Nuku'alofa24035  Santo 36455
Labasa 82973 Honiara 21833 Vava'u 22903 Port Vila 22046

Boral Gas Pacific, John Oxley Centre, 339 Coronation Drive, Brisbane. Tel: (07) 3671365. Fax: (07) 3694347
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By David North

IN a move one critic dubbed *“‘economic
blackmail”, Japan Air Lines has
threatened to pull out of the Northern
Mariana Islands if it loses a lawsuit
challenging the lease on which the airline
has built a 860 million hotel. If JAL’s
threat was carried out, it would cripple
the islands’ major industry — tourism —
which relies on Japan for 80 per cent of

Economic

its visitors. The public threat has already
further clouded the Northern Mariana’s
image in Japanese investment circles,
which have grown cool to the islands

because of a series of land-alienation
suits. The nearby island of Guam, which
has three times the amount of Japanese
tourism investment as Saipan and almost

one million visitors annuallly, is fecling
reverberations from JAL’s ultimatum
since some Japanese investors find it
difficult to distinguish among the islands.

The Japanese move comes on top of
the Northern Marianas’ problems with
US congressional leaders who have
threatened to block millions in capital
grants because of alien labour abuses and
garment industrg excesses on Saipan, the
cag}ital island. (See report on Pages 14,

“If we lose this lawsuit and the hotel
is taken away from us, Hotel Nikko and
JAL will leave the island,” wrote Nikko
president Mitsuo Kitajima and Japan
Airline Development Company, iI:Ltd
senior vice-president Tsunehisa Hayami
in a letter to the Northern Marianas
Senate. “And if this happens, every
bank, developer and investor in Japan
will know why,” the Japanese business-
men warned 1sland Ieacrers.

The letter was written as comment on
a pending senate Bill which would
compensate JAL and Nikko if they lost
the suit and the hotel. Saying their hotel
once was a symbol of the island’s bright
future, the JAL spokesmen said “unfor-
tunately, today the hotel stands as a
symbol of Article XII lawsuits that
threaten the island’s economic and
tourism industry”. JAL views the lease
lawsuits as a way local people can get
their property back alter selling it
including the improvements like hotels,
resorts, and shopping malls, without
having to pay any restitution for the
hotel or land, the letter said.

The 313-room Hotel Nikko was built
in 1986 for US$60 million. The original
owners of the land were paid
US$720,000 in 1983 for the 32,000
square metres on which the resort stands.

e La Fiesta San Roque shopping mall
cost US$40 million to build aand has 60
retail units.

JAL, the major carrier of tourists to
the islands, has 10 flights a week to
Saipan, including daily 747 Jumbo Jet
service from Tokyo and Osaka. e
airline carries about 200,000 Japanese
visitors a year to Saiﬁan. The Japanese
have invested about US$1 billion in the
Saipan resorts (with more than 1600
hotel rooms) and that investment and the
construction industry it spawned have

. 2 ' i | been k

facors in the islands double-
; e digit private sector growth throughout
Tourlsm: Japanese visitors provide a major source of income for the Northern Marianas.  the 1 . Saipan receives about 425,000

tourists a year.
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Only about 20 per cent

of them are non-
Japanese. Article XII
of the Northern Mari-
anas constitution limits
land ownership and
leases beyond 55 years
to persons of Northern
Marianas descent. The
constitutional prohib-
ition  against land
alienation essen-
tially a ban on the sale
of lands to outsiders —
was designed to pro-
tect the islanders from
losing  their land.
Article XII's limits on
land  ownership re-
quires  that  non-
indigenous persons, in-
cluding US citizens as
well as all foreigners,
cannot own or hold
long term controlling
interests in land. They may lease land
with terms ranging up to 55 years.

However, some leases which were used
for major hotel development have been
found unconstitutional by the local
courts because the lease was obtained by
outside investors using local residents as
agents, and having companies with 51
per cent local control, buy the properties
and hold the title. The Northern Mari-
anas superior court has held that these
transactions are void because they al-
lowed persons not of Northern Marianas
descent “to acquire an equitable interest
of indeterminate duration in real prop-
srty in the Commonwealth™.

Companies that have acquired and
suilt hotels, resorts, and shopping malls
i such lands face losing everything —
and and buildings — if the courts
leclare the leases invalid. The ruling has
he additional effect of clouding other as
'et uncontested, titles, investors have
aid. Some Japanese businessmen have
varned that these lease problems would
wurt capital inflow to the islands even
fter Japan has recovered from its
ecession.

One alternative is to settle out-of-
ourt, paying additional compensation
0 the original owners — in a sense
enegotiating leases with the original
indowners for property that is now
1any times more valuable. That was the
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choice recently of a US title insurance
company — First American Title —
which paid $3 million to settle an Article
XII suit by former land owners against
the Pacific Islands Club.

Ted Mitchell, the American attorney
who had spearheaded the Article XIT
lawsuits ang who represents the original
landowners in the Hotel Nikko case,
called the Japanese actions “‘outright
economic blackmail”. Mitchell expressed
surprise at the bluntness of the threat,
saying it was so uncharacteristic of the
Japanese. He speculated it was a Eloy by
the US legal firm reprcscntinﬁ]A in the
land suit. But Kitajima said Mitchell was
twisting the situation out of recognition,
Itis the Japanese who paid in good faith
for the property and  entered
agreemennts for its development, who
are being victimised, Kitajima main-
tained. “Ft is the former landowners who
are blackmailing the Japanese inves-
tors,” he said.

Other Saipan leaders are taking the
threat seriously. Saipan Chamber of
Commerce president Roy Morioka said,
“Japannese businessmen are not known
to make frivolous threats. I've got to
believe they are serious about this”,
Northern Marianas Governor Larry
Guerrero admits the issue has created
problems. “T understand the frustration
of foreign investors,” he said in an April

6, 1993 speech, promising that the
“current confusion to investors should be
cleared up by the courts and our local
legislature”.

Lt-Gov. Benjamin Manglona empha-
sised that the local government would
work something out for the Japanese. “I
don’t consider it a threat but it is a
serious concern,” he said of the JAL
ultimatum. *My message to businessmen
and prospective investors is not to worry.
We will come around, identify problem
areas and try to rectifv them. We cannot
leave this unresolved.” The local govern-
ment is not only drafting legislation that
would allow the government to compen-
sate companies who would lose assets if
their leases were ruled invalid but also
seeking to limit the fees lawyers can
collect from the suits. In July, the local
government also brought the leadin
authority on trust law in the Unit
States, University of California Berkeley
law professor Edward C Halbach Jr to
the island to talk to the legislature about
“resulting trusts” (the key to the earlier
court decisions on Article XII suits), to
help develop a legal strategy to find a
compromise in the lease suits and to
suggest how the local courts might
reinterpret the land alienation cases to
lessen the financial impact on the
investors. O
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Facing the Robber Barons

VANUATU is the next island nation set
to face the depredations of the ];15
industrial logging companies dub

got there they would be dependent on
the company for transport to logging
sites.

‘robber barons’ by Papua New Guinea’s
Barnett Timber Industry Enquiry. The
Barnet Enquiry found logging com-
panies operating in PNG were respon-
sible for corrupting politicians and
officials, circumventing PNG'’s tax laws,
under—valuing and mis—declaring the
species of log they were taking and
failing to live up to their commitments
to landowners.

Not one of the companies investigated
had a satisfactory record of sticking to
the conditions imposed by the PNG
government. The environmental record
shows companies were responsible for
silting up streams, polluting village

JEMIMA

GARRETT

The difficulties confronting Vanu-
atu are being felt elsewhere too.
Premier/Delta is just one of a number
of huge Malaysian consortiums now
taking control of loaging right across
the Pacific. In PNG Rimbunan Hijau
and its associated companies controls
85 per cent of the industry. In the
Solomons, an upcoming takeover will

iven Malaysian consortiums around
E:] per cent of the industry.

With drastically reduced cuts in
other tropical timber producin
countries other island nations wit
timber resources, even small ones,
can expect to face similar pressure
over the next few years.

water supplies, damaging reefs, and
taking so many logs tﬁat forests were
either completely destroyed or open to
weed infestation.

In Vanuatu, a new group of timber companies, based
around Malaysian entrepreneur Ting Jack Sang, is set to
begin massive logging operations on the ?slands of
Erromango, Malekula and Santo. According to
environmentalists, equipment shipped to Vila last month will
enable the companies (Premier Corporation and Delta
Development) to take between 100,000 and 150,000 cubic
metres of timber a year. In 1991 the entire industry in
Vanuatu took only 15,000 cubic metres. At that rate,
Erromango and Malekula (one of Vanuatu’s larger islands)
would be logged out in three to five years. More equipment
is believed to be on order in Malaysia which would enable
the companies to cut at a similar rate on Santo.

Before moving his focus of attention to Vanuatu Ting Jack
Sang was responsible for the Earthmovers group of
companies in é):lomun Islands. At Kalena Bay on New
Georgia Island the Earthmovers company Kalena Timber is
said to have breached many of the environmental safeguards
im gosed by the Solomon’s government. Insensitive roading
and logging too close to streams and on stee gradients has
left local villages with a water supply so polluted they have
to get their water from elsewhere,

Aerial Ehutogrnphs show the entire eastern end of the big
Roviana Lagoon has been damaged by silt. Picturesque Viru
Harbour, closest to one section of the lo ing, has been so
badly damaged that its marine life and fis ing grounds have
been ruined.

Under Ting Jack Sang, Kalena Timber was also caught
under—valuing log shipments. Evidence presented to the
H:gh Court earlier this year suggested the com any had
undervalued one shipment worth %%!FQS0,000 by 5'5J per cent.

_Short-term, large scale logging such as that envisaged in
Vanuatu brings more problems, Already Premier/Delta has
been able persuade Forestry Minister Onneyn Tahi to reduce
the contribution it must pay to the government’s
Reafforestation fund from the 7 per cent of royalties usually
paid to just 10 per cent.

If Delta/Premier exports 150,000 cubic metres a year the
Vanuatu government will have foregone more than A$l
million in reafforestation charges.

While Vanuatu has quite strict regulations governin,
lc;}ggmg the Forestry department could not hope to keep trac
off an operation of this size. It has just three timber
monitoring officers. At best they would be able to make only
monthly trips to Erromango and Malekula and when they

By far the most insidious problem
the logging companies bring with
them is corruption. Despite the de-

tails revealed by the Barnett Enquiry in PNG, corrupt
Bractices by logging companies have continued unabated.

apua New Guinea’s Forests Minister Tim Neville who is
Eushing through tough new guidelines to control the ‘robber

arons’ is reported to have turned down a 83 million bribe
and faced death threats as a result of his reforms. He told the
Rowan Callick from the Australian Financial Review
newspaper “One of my brothers was confronted by four
Malaysians in Lae and told to get me to back off, or his family
were as good as dead”,

The respected Premier of Manus Province Steven Pokowin
reported a US$25,000 bribe given to him by a Malaysian
logging company to the Pcﬁlicc and the Ombudsman’s
Commission who are now investigating the incident.

During campaigning for the May 26 election in Solomon
Islands the opposition parties, now installed as the new
government, identified corruption, particularly that associ-
ated with logging, as one of the most crucial issues facing the
country.,

Despite the formidable threats and inducements offered by
logging companies forests ministers in PNG and Solomon
Islands are determined to control the environmental and
economic vandalism being visited on their nations.

In PNG Tim Neville wants to reduce log exports and has
initiated a national audit to assess whether all timber should
be processed before export. He also plans to change the tax
regime so the government and landowners get better returns
and introduce measures to stop one company or consortium
controlling a lion’s share of logging leases.

In Solomon Islands Natural Resources Minister Ezekial
Alebua wants to phase out logging and concentrate on the
export of milled and finished prucﬁ:cts which provide more
Jobs and a bigger income. Alebua is also planning to tighten
controls on logging licences, to strengthen the capacity of his
department to monitor the activities of logging companies
and to tighten environmental controls by insisting on a
sustainable yield. For Alebua a big part of cleaning up the
log‘fing industry will be measures to help landowners harvest
and mill their own timber, by-passing the big foreign
companies altogether.

In a context in which corruglﬁon comes hand in hand with
logging the biggest problem the Solomon government faces
is making sure none of its back benchers are enticed away.

When last tested the government's fragile majority stood
at just one member of parliament, O
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Tourism and nature:

By Sean Weaver and Brian King

“TOURISM should be made to work
around the environment without damag-
ing the natural beauty in any way™, said
one tour operator. Another said “there
needs to be more information on the
environment to make people aware of
what is happening. There needs to be
more Initiatives  from  government o
enforce environment laws and to halt
pollution and damage to the environ-
ment before it affects all of Fiji further™.
And the same one argues ... “we need
more marine parks e ally high
quality ones like Taveuni's Rainbow
Reef”. Tt appears that many of Fiji's tour
operators make no bones about the need
for more cooperation between groups
involved in environmental protection
and the tourism industry.

A survey of operators in the Fiji
tourism industry was recently under-
taken by the National Environment
Management Project in association with
the Tourism Studies Section of the
University of the South Pacific. The
SUTVEY, entitled The Impact of the
Environment on the Fiji Tourism Industry
aimed at giving members of the industry
an opportunity to have their say in the
debate concerning the benefits (or other-
wise) of linking environmental planning
with tourism.

Tourism is the single largest industry
m Fiji but its success relies on the
marketing of a clean, friendly, relaxing
and exciting place to visit with a wealth
of unspoiled natural attractions. There
are substannial inks between the state of
Fipi's natural environment and the on-
going success of this industry, although
many are implicit. On the one hand
conservationists have often asserted that
tourism could be used to justify the
protection of natural areas that would
otherwise be used for extractive develop-
ment purposes such as the logging of a
native forest. But on the other, little has
been said by the tourism industry on the
issue. This is unfortunate because the
linking of environmental protection with
tourism ventures would obviously re-
quire their involvement.

In order to ascertain the current state
of tourism industry views in Fiji the
authors mailed questionnaires to 87
operators and received 29 responses. The
questionnaire consisted of eight sections
which sought answers to the following
1ssues:

@ the significance of the environment to
the current business operations of the

respondent;

@ the current state of environmental
protection in Fiji;

@ the potential for nature tourism in
Fiji;

@ national parks and reserves;
investment in nature tourism;

@ marketing and the environment;

@ the role of the respondents in the
tourism industry as a whole;

® additional comments.

Results
In general, respondents acknowledged a
significant relationship between the visi-
tor experience  provided by their
businesses and the quality of the natural
environment in the immediate area. 55.2
per cent described the relationship as
very strong, with a further 34.5 per cent
selecting fairly strong, making a collec-

Tourism’s success relies
on the marketing of

a clean, friendly,
relaxing and exciting
place to visit

tive response of 89.7 per cent. When
asked whether the same visitor experi-
ence was dependant on the quality and
sound management of the natural en-
vironment in the relevant division of Fiji
(1e. north, central, east or west) the
feeling was still strong (62.1 per cent said
very strong, 13.8 per cent strong) but 24
per cent answered neither weak nor
strong, fairly weak or wvery weak.
Opinions diverge more when broader,
regional environmental issues are ad-
dressed. Almost all respondents agreed
that there was a critical importance of
environmental quality in the immediate
vicinity of their tourism operation. This
tends to reinforce the notion of a direct
relationship between the success of tour-
ism ventures and environmental man-
agement from the perspective of existing
tourism operations.

The Current State of
Environmental Protection in Fiji
A total of 72.2 per cent described the
current state of environmental protection
in Fiji as “unsatisfactory” or “very
unsatisfactory”. A much smaller 17.2 per
cent responded with satisfactory (13.8
per cent) or very satisfactory (3.4 per
cent).

When asked whether poor environ-
mental practice was causing problems for

their own business, slightly more (51.7
per cent) agreed than disagreed (44.8 per
cent|. A much larger group (69 per cent)
suggested that poor environmental man-
agement was causing problems for the
tourism industry in general. 24.1 per cent
disagreed.

Perhaps not surprisingly, most respon-
dents think of environment in layman’s
terms and not immediately as a scientific
issue. When asked about deficiencies in
environmental management, a
surprisingly high number of respondents
(48.3 per cent) identified a “‘lack of
cleanliness” as being a significant prob-
lem. A smaller number identified land
mismanagement (17.2 per cent), and
smaller still, a lack of environmental
awareness (6.9 per cent) as key problems,
82.8 per cent indicated that improve-
ments in environmental management
would be of benefit to their business, 17.2
per cent did not.

The largest single improvement in
environmental management sought by
respondents was “clean up the foreshore™
(34.5 per cent) suggesting that the
consciousness about lack of cleanliness is
focused on the coastline and is confined
to visible forms of pollution. This is not
surprising considering that the coastline
is currently regarded as a major asset to
the tourism industry. Should other
natural areas become more important to
tourism such as native forests, concern for
the appearance and sound environ-
mental management of these areas is
likely to grow as well.

17.2 per cent wanted more local
involvement in environmental protection
programs suggesting that part of the
responsibility for a clean and healthy
environment lay with the local people.
17.2 per cent supported the development
of more environmental attractions.

The Potential of Nature
Tourism in Fiji
When asked about Fiji's international
competitiveness as a destination, 72.4 per
cent described natural beauty as the
country’s primary drawcard.
National Parks and Reserves
Respondents were asked to name five
parks or reserves in Fiji that they knew
existed. Three were able to name five
parks, eight named at least four, 15
named at least three, 16 named and two
and 20 named at least one. Seven were
unable or unwilling to name any parks
or reserves. The parks and/or reserves
most frequently mentioned included the
Sigatoka Sand Dunes
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a Fiji survey

National Park (which had nine men-
tions) and the Kula Bird Park (10
mentions). The Colo-i-Suva Forest Park
gained eight mentions and the Bouma
(Tavoro Falls) Forest Park got five
mentions.

82.7per cent of respondents agreed
that the number of national parks and
reserves in Fiji should be increased (58.6
per cent responding “strongly agree’).
6.9 per cent disagreed and 10.3 per cent
neither agreed nor disagreed. This re-
sponse indicates a willingness of at least
a segment of the tourism industry to
support the establishment of an adequate
national parks and reserves system in
Fiji. When asked if an increase in the
number of national parks and reserves
would benefit their business operation,
72,4 per cent said it would. The main
reason given was that such developments
would enable the enhancement of visitor
enjoyment (44.8 per cent) though a
further 27.6 per cent suggested because
it would help protect the environment.

The response of this sample of industry
to the concept of “user pays” access to
national parks and reserves was
surprisingly favourable. 72,4 per cent
favoured the user pays approach whilst
10.3 per cent opposed the idea.

Investment in Nature Tourism
Respondents were divided as to their
perceptions of the constraints o invest-
ment in nature tourism in Fiji. The only
constraint which rated highly was “land-
owners”, with 44.8 per cent described it
as a very great constraint. This may
partly reflect a lack of understanding of
landowners (their culture, social struc-
lure, needs and aspirations) by operators
n the tourism industry. It indicates the
aced for improved liaison and mediation
setween landowners and investors, Two
sther possible constraints to investment
uggested by respondents were a lack of
xisting facilities and infrastructure.

Marketing and the Environment
Jperators were asked about the market-
ng of Fiji with particular reference to
1ature tourism, Respondents showed no
reat confidence in the quality of current
narketing activity. The largest single
ategory (24.1 per cent) described prod-
it quality as the major marketing
trength, with co-operative marketing
he only other significant category (20.7
er cent). Lack of cohesion in marketing
7as seen by some (20.7 per cent) as the
reatest marketing weakness. The lack of
irecct flights to Fiji by international
irlines was indicated as a significant

'eakness by 17.2 per cent of respondents.
t should be noted that the survey was

Page 21
nla.obj-341406484
National Library of Australia

conducted before the launch of the “See
The Fiji You Don’t Know” campaign.

Mutual Benefits
The segment of the tourism industry
surveyed showed considerable support
for cooperation between the tourism
sector and environmental management
interests. In the eyes of many operators
in the tourism industry a mutually
beneficial relationship between environ-
mental management and the tourism
sector is possible in Fiji. But how might
this happen?

There is growing agreement that Fiji's
tourism industry is currently in need of
diversification. At the same time nature
tourism (or ecotourism) is proving to be
one of the major growth areas for tourism
internationally. Fiji supports countless
untapped nature tourism jewels which
the tourism industry could exploit as part
of a diversification manoeuvre. Fiji has
the safest tropical rain forests on the
planet. Imagine that as a marketing line
— it’s a winner. Without diversifying the
attraction and marketing base, the
building of more hotels, as is currently
happening, is only going to increase the
number of empty beds.

The economic advantages of linking
environmental management to tourism
exist at various levels. At the micro-
economic scale are the direct cash
receipts from tourism in natural areas.
Environmental management also pro-
vides significant contributions that may
not be measurable through micro-
economic analysis. Examples of such
external benefits can be seen in many
diverse locations around the world in-
cluding New Zealand, Queensland, Ne-
pal, Kenya, Costa Rica, British Col-
ombia, Colorado, Norway, and Brazil.
One of the principal reasons that tourists
are likely to target these places as
destinations is because they have, or are
acclaimed to have, areas of substantial
natural beauty. A large proportion of
tourists arriving in New Zealand go there
because of its international reputation as
a clean, green landscape with world class
national parks and wilderness areas,

Any economic analysis using available
data that is based solely on receipts from
operations within or near national parks,
severely under-estimates the significance
of national parks to tourism in those
countries. This is because a significant
proportion of receipts are collected at a
great distances from the national parks.
Such receipts are often attributable to
the international reputation that these
destinations have in terms of their
natural attractions.

If Tiji’s tourism sector were to utilise
natural arcas as part of its diversified
attraction base and market them accord-
ingly, then a national parks and reserves
system would provide both direct and
indirect benefits to the industry. Once
Fiji opens up to a segment of the tourism
market that it is not catering for, more
tourists are likely to target Fiji as a
destination. In this way the establish-
ment of national parks and reserves could
help to fill many empty hotel beds.

Tourism interest in natural ecosytems
also helps to provide a commercial
Justification for the establishment of
reserves in areas that would otherwise be
damaged by some other form of develop-
ment. In terms of supply and demand,
tourism and environmental management
are complementary in creating a demand
tor each other’s services. The tourism
sector may help bring about a commer-
cial demand for environmental manage-
ment services through the need for a
clean backdrop for tourism activity and
a diversified attraction base. The envir-
onmental management seclor
concurrently engenders government sup-
port for the establishment of protected
areas and pollution control measures.
This situation of mutually beneficial
demand and supply creates a planning
environment where the independent
interests of two seemingly unrelated
sectors can be satisfied simultaneously by
linking them together.

Opportunities
Fiji government has an ideal opportunity
to foster a mutually beneficial relation-
ship between tourism and environmental
management. The responsibilities for
achieving this lie both with the tourism
and environmental management sectors,
Cooperation  will require significant
liaison and dialogue between the two.
The tourism sector will need to become
more active in its support and promotion
of environmental management in Fiji.
The environmental managers will need
to accommodate appropriately planned
and managed tourism activities in suit-
able reserve areas. Both parties will also
need to demonstrate a commitment to
serving the needs of landowners as part
of any program of resource management
involving the use of tribally owned
resources.

The Fiji tourism industry has shown,
in this survey, to be a significant
advocate for conservation and an ally of
environmental protection programmes,
The results of the NEMP/USP research
project indicate that the Fiji government
has an opportunity to build cross sectoral
collaborations between tourism and en-
vironmental interests, and thereby move
Fiji closer to the achievement of
ecologically sustainable development. []
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Your Island Connections

/ \ Cable and Wireless began keep- and businesses to stay in touch. From one island
— ing people in touch around the to the next or to the other side of the world,

; 8 1;_-.'-“:' orld more than a century ago. Today, the message is the same: Cable and Wireless is

whiie the technology has changed, your South Pacific —_—
the tradition of service to our customers in the connection bringing the == <
South Pacific is just the same. islands together. "'-.5."'__..—_-:_-———_;- -

We work in partnership with Governments,

dedicated to meeting the need of communities CABLE & WIRELESS

Asia Pacific Head Office Fiji Solomon Isiands Tonga Vaouatu
Cable and Wireless plc Im association with the In association with the Cable and Wireless pic In assoctarion with tbe
Cable and Wircless Gavernment of Fiji Government of the Private Mail Bag 4 Government of Vanuatu and
(Pacific) Limited Fiji International Solomon Islands General Post Office France Cables ef Radio
22nd Floor Telec ications Lid. Sok Nuku Alofa Telecom Vanuatu
Office Tower PO Box 59 Company Limited Tonga LUoLT R
Convention Plaza Mercury House PO. Box 148 South Pacific Ryl |
1 Harbour Road 158 Victoria Parade Honiara Tel: (676) 23499 Tel: (678) 22185
Hong Kong e* Suva Solomon Islands
Tel: (B52) 848 B0 Fiji Tel: (677) 21576
Facsimile: (852) B6H 5193 Tel: (679) 312933
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Tusker finds
its taste buds

By Roman Grynberg

1 JUST knew that Vanuatu's National
Breweries Ltd was in serious trouble
when, at the bcﬁirming of this year while
visiting Port Vila, the waitress at the
Rossi %"thl looked at me in disbelief
when I ordered a Tusker, the lager
produced in Vanuatu, She curled her lip
and said in indignantly in Bislama Yu
onefela rubisman. As T had known her for
a number of years and as the ‘rude
school’ of waitressing had gratefully
never arrived in Vanuatu [ felt sure that
Tusker was not long for this world.
Among Ni-Vanuatu in particular the
beer had developed a most unfortunate
reputation of r and inconsistent
quality. The food and beverage industry
is a very nasty and unforgiving place —
vou only mess up once and that kills your
market forever.

The view by my indignant waitress at
the Rossi was confirmed by many Ni-
Vanuatu who had simply gone off Tusker
and just refused to drink it. The Vanuatu
National Breweries which was estab-
lished in 1992 as a joint venture between
Pripps (50 per cent) the Vanuatu
National Provident Fund (25 per cent)
and the Vanuatu Development Bank (25
per cent). After an investment of US$2.5
million and with a management by the
experienced Swedish company the gov-
ernment thought that they would have a
product that would not only be a credit
to the country but also a source of excise
revenues in a country that desperately is
looking for ways to diversity and spread
its tax base.

Unfortunately, the first half year of
nanagement of the company did not go
imoothly. The Swedish management of
the company made the first mistake by
joing for a lager among Ni-Vanuatu who
1ave been raised and nurtured carefully
3y Australia’s Carlton and United on
Victoria Bitter. Pripps chose a marketing
trat that was very much against the
)rc\-allin§ taste pattern of consumers.
lhe new lager taste did not go down well
vith the Ni-Vanuatu. The other problem
hat Tusker confronted in Vanuatu was
hat the beer was only available in bottles
ind not in cans. In Melanesia, where
onsumer studies have found in product
fter product, that local consumers are
‘ery conservative and a change in
ontainer can often prove to be a major
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mistake. Throughout Melanesia new
entrants in the fgod processing industry
often atteml:n to copy existing popular
brands as a least risk marketing strategy.
The most famous case is the very po uﬂr
‘777" brand of canned mackerel in PNG
which was copied as ‘I11’ by a new
entrant who realised that the vast bulk of
the population was illiterate and as long
as the label appeared the same con-
sumers would not be able to differentiate.
This strategy was, however, not entirely
successful and while ‘111" captured a
reasonable share of the market it has
never replaced ‘777" brand. In the case
of Vanuatu beer, the problem was that
the canning of beer would have required
yet further substantial investment and
would have meant a write-off of existing
bottling facilities.

However, what compounded matters
was the fact that the government of
Vanuatu did not give Tusker a high
enough tariff protection to compete with
the Australian breweries. The Australian
breweries, ing from the effects of the
recession, are desperate to maintain
market share and keep their rates of
utilisation up which meant that they are
extremely competitive and offer very low

rices so as to penetrate the Pacific
islands market. The Vanuatu govern-
ment was reluctant to raise import duties
any higher than they already are. As a
result, ﬁ'uskcr did not receive the massive
trade protection that these mini-
breweries sometimes need in order to
survive.

The taste variability problem of
Tusker, in Vanuatu, stems from an
unfortunate accident. The Swedish com-
g.my Pripps sent a brew master from

weden to supervise production and
maintain quality. According to normally
well-informed sources the reason for the
taste variability in Tusker in the first few
months of operation stems from the fact
that soon after the start of production the
brew master was involved in a car
accident and lost his sense of smell and
taste. As a result, the taste of one batch

was completely different from that of

another.,

However, this was not the sole cause of
the problem of the breweries. One
hotelier in Port Vila, who dm_Thd
with National Breweries said: “the 015
management of Tusker was of the view
that we locals had to be taught that we
should drink Tusker. They thought that

we should be the ones making the
changes and not them.’

By the end of 1992, the company was
already in serious trouble and the board
brought in new management headed by
Murray Parsons a tough-minded brew-
ery manager with many years of experi-
ence in the region. The new management
set about trying to turn the product
around. They began to look for markets
for the product and while initial attempts
were successful, the obvious solution was
that given that there was a recognised
problem with the product there was a
need to introduce an entirely new brand
as well as improve the quality of the
existing product.

Finally in July, the company hit upon
a new approach that appeared to be a
clear winner. National Breweries intro-
duced Vanuatu Bitter — a distinctive
product in a can that used the national
colours of the Vanuatu flag and also had
the distinct marketing advantage of
looking very much like the Victoria
Bitter can but with the much darker
shade of green of the Vanuatu flag. The
canned product is not made in Vanuatu
because National Breweries is only
geared up for bottling.

When I asked Parsons why he was
importing rather than Fmducing locally
he said: “it is simply impossible to
produce locally — it would cost us
another $2 million to set up a cannin
facility and given the share of the loca
market we could realistically hope to
capture we would be lucky to be
operating it one day a month. At some
time in the future when we have a big
enough market we will be looking to
producing the product locally but at the
moment the economics are all wrong.”

The product was launched in Vila at
a huge glitzy affair attended by hundreds
of Vila residents and foreign visitors at
Port Vila's newest night spot — the
Flamingo on Vila’s main street. Accord-
ing to Parsons, the first container is
already sold and while it is stll early
days, judging by the positive initial
reaction from customers. Also positive
%uali ty control have taken place and the

usker brand has established itself in the
marketplace. Tusker has a strong tourist
following and a growing base of expatri-
ate drinkers. Parsons has certainly E:md
the spot and National Breweries looks
like it has found its taste buds again.[J
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EARTHQUAKE
— — = ————

Agana: an overview of the capital. The quake epicentre was located west-southwest of Agana.

DAMAGE caused by the powerful
carthquake that shook this western
Pacific island will probably exceed the
$US250 million caused by last summer's
Typhoon Omar, a government official
said. Cars tumbled from bridges and
buildings were battered by the August 8
ﬁuakr which registered 8.1 to 8.2 on the
ichter scale. However, no deaths or
serious injuries were reported. An initial
investigation in the aftermath of one of
the strongest earthquakes of this century
indicated five hotels sustained major
damage and “most likely, they will have
to be taken down”, said Joe Terlaje,
director of Guam’s Civil Defence. The
tallest hotel stands 11 storeys high.

“We don't have a total accounting of
the damage yet but it’s already well over
$USI00 million,” he said, adding that
the total eventually will probably top
that from Typhoon Omar. Power and
water service to this US territory was

adually being restored, Terlaje said.

e said electricity was up in most areas
of northern and central Guam, but it
would be another 24 hours before full
service is restored.

Water service was restored in about 60
Fer cent of the area. The terror remained
resh in the minds of those who endured
it. “I was up on the second floor and I
thought the building was going to
collapse. That's how big the earthquake
was,” Terlaje said. “It was really scary.
Everybody was screaming.”

After the

quake

Guam picks up the
pieces ... again

About 50 people were treated for
quake-related injuries, mostly bumps,
bruises and cuts, Guam Memorial Hos-
pital administrator Peter John Camacho
said. The quake collapsed one bridge,
and several others were declared unsafe.
Cars caught on bridges tumbled into
rivers and others were partially covered
by falling rocks or landslides. At the
Guam Hilton, Betty Marie Bolton was
working at the reception desk when the
quake hit with a loud noise. “Then I
started feeling the earth move and
shake,” she said. “I ran out of the hotel
into the street. I thought I was going to
be swallowed up.”

Fire fighters had to break down doors
to free some guests at the Royal Palm

Hotel after two floors collapsed, said Jon
Anderson of radio station KGUM. The
60-second qlt_:ake struck around 6:35pm
(18.35 AEST) Sunday. Its epicentre was
80km west-southwest of Agana, the
capital. The quake, in an area known for
strong tremors, registered a magnitude-
8.2 reading at the California Seismo-
graphic Station at Berkeley, California.

cientists at the Natonal Earthquake
Information Centre in Golden, Colo-
rado, logged an 8.1 reading.

Several aftershocks were reported, the
largest measuring 5.5, and more were
expected. Guam, population 133,000, is
located west of tﬁg international date
line, about 6080km) west of Hawaii and
2400km south of Japan. The island is
50km long and 13km across at its widest
point. The last great earthquake was one
measuring 8.2 in the Macquarie Islands
in the South Pacific on May 23, 1989,
said Stuart Koyanagi of the National
Earthquake Information Centre. A
quake of 9.5, the largest on record, was
measured off the coast of Chile in 1960,
he said. Guam was still recovering from
last summer’s Typhoon Omar which
destroyed 2000 homes and caused
US$250 million damage. — AP a
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The Kingdom of Tonga

THE FRIENDLY ISLAND IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC

STAMPS OF THE ONLY EXISTING POL mESM P e
KINGDOM IN THE WORLD,

THE HISTORY .
OF TONGA IS UNIQUE SO ARE §4
ITS STAMPS. IF UNIQUE :

QUALITY IS WHAT YOU
_WANT CALL OR WRIIE.

YOU CAN’ T TELL THE
DIFFERENCE OF THE STAMPS
: OF TONGA AND THAT OF
- NIUAFO’OU BECAUSE THERE IS
,' NO DIFFERENCE IN THE
- UNIQUENESS OF THE QUALITY.
- YES, THERE ARE LOTS MORE

TO CHOOSE FROM.

ASK THE EXPERTS

TONGA PHILATELIC BUREAU, PO BOX 164,
NUKU’ALOFA, KINGDOM OF TONGA.
TELEPHONE: (676) 23066 TELEFAX: (676) 24366
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JUST HOW MUCH YOU CAN
LEARN ABOUT OUR COUNTRY

THROUGH IT'S STAMPS.

OUR CULTURE AND

¢ Ao 2ty
A2 TRADITIONS; OUR WILDLIFE ¢,
BOTH ONLAND AND INTHE %

SEA; OUR HISTORY AND

Page 26
nla.obj-341407198

National Library of Australia



Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

TAEJON EXPO '

h \K . N I. .__ o "-'-1.

Alrplane view: of the exposition site

OST countries are either

already industrialised or in the

process of becoming so. Yet in

ursuing industrialisation, countries are

' with such problems as the deterio-

ration of the environment, the depletion

of natural resources, disruption of the

traditional social order and an increasing
depersonalisation of society.

Korea began its planned economic

development 30 years ago and in that

5 oa:’{:hlcved remarkably

rapid growth. ay it stands at the

threshold of the gr,::mp of advanced
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nations. But the Korean people have
become aware of some of the costs of this

wth-first policy — increased pol-
ution, regional imbalances in develop-
ment and the distribution of wealth, and
a loss of cultural values and traditions.

As a developing country, the first host
to an official BIE-sanctioned event,
Korea is determined to use the occasion
of the Taejon EXPO '93 (Aug 7—Nov
7) to launch a world-wide effort to find
solutions to the problems of industrialis-
ation, Finding ways of decreasing pol-
lution, efficiently using resources and

Let’'s g0
EXPO

maintaining traditional values in the
wake of widening industrialisation is the
meaning behind the theme “The Chal-
lenge og a New Road to Development™.

Hosting such an international event is
not just a matter of national prestige.
The financial benefits from Taejon
EXPO '93 will be immeasurable far

nd the direct cost of nearly US$1.2
billion. This kind of event can achieve in
a short time what might otherwise take
ten years. TacjonbE?( N ’an:qllﬁéahoum
man t ulldmgs ues
whlc)l: i:'\::1llrmmlenbecome valuable exhibition
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A BLEND OF RELIABILITY AND PERFORMANCE
FOR COST EFFECTIVE MATERIAL HANDLING

On-off access is easy, the seat
comfortable. Engine vibrations
have been isolated from the
operator with a full-floating
powertrain and noise levels are
low.

Comfortable hydraulic controls
are within easy reach.

A powershift transmission delivers
smooth direction changes. A built-in
inching valve allows inching creep at
any speed.

Full capacity retention is maintained
(with reduced back tilt) on simplex,
duplex and triplex masts up to 4 meters
high (except on the 1500 kg capacity
trucks which retain full capacity up to 3.7

meters). All masts offer high-visibility. anr—_type hydraulic pump provides  Ease of maintenance has been
Hook-type carriage features load and priority flow to the steering control.  designed-in — from the pop-up engine
side thrust rollers. hood to the easy-to-clean air cleaner,

Instrumentation is complete and well
positioned for “quick-glance”
convenience. And available extended
monitoring keeps the driver well
informed about truck readiness and
operations.

Well designed overhead guard and mast
as well as low profile counterweight keep
visibility superb in'any direction.

Easy control is also a standard. From the
steering system to the brakes and
pedals, hydraulic and transmission
controls — every one is designed and
positioned for optimum productivity and
comfort.

All models come with low emission, smooth-
operating engines — powerful diesels which
deliver full horsepower at just 2200 rpm, or
efficient petrol/LP engines — for reliable
performance in a full range of applications.

CARPENTERS |  suva LAUTOKA LABASA
E CARPTRAC @' 381622 661877 811868
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TAEJON EXPO '93, KOREA

|,

Kumdorl: the mascot of Taejon Expo '93

ind research centres that can be used
aver the next 20-30 years. The Taejon
Science Town, site of the EXPO, is
ilready home to numerous scientific and
'esearch institutes. Thus, the EXPO will
:nhance Taejon as Korea’s science and
echnology capital, contributing to the
1ational goal of balanced regional devel-
)pment.

A study by the Korea Institute of
iconomy and Technology (KIET) esti-
nates that Taejon EXPO *93 will create
117,000 jobs and result in US$1.6 billion
i domestic-earned income. Of course the
wvent will also serve to enhance the the
mage of Korea internationally, demon-
trating Korean technology and the
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Korean *“can do” spirit. This can only be
advantageous to the competitiveness of
Korean products overseas.

Another goal of Taejon EXPO 93 is
to instill a scientific spirit in the younger
generation. Korea’s rapid industrialis-
ation has had some negative side effects,
The scientific theme pavilions are in-
tended to create enthusiasm for science
and technology, especially among the
younger visitors,

The EXPO will provide an advantage
point for which participants can appreci-
ate the world’s technological achieve-
ments to date as well as assess the
problems resulti from industrialis-
ation. Such reflection will afford a

Night glow: the Tower of Great Light

perspective for determining what kind of
society we wish to build in the future.
Korea will look for ways to maintain its
traditional outlook in its next stage of
development, stressing harmony with
nature. This concept is symbolised in
Korea's national flag, the Taegeuk from
which Taejon Expo 93 derives its official
emblem. It reflects the oriental wisdom
of balance ( yin and yang), which Korea
will strive to maintain while cooperating
for the mutual prosperity of mankind.

Taejon EXPO '93 is more than an
event featuring technology and science.
It is also an economic, cultural and social
event. With great international partici-
pation, Taegjon EXPO ’'93 will be
capable of fostering greater cooperation
and exchange of information worldwide.

The expo will give the participating
international organisations, governments
and corporations the opportunity to
show how they are coping with the
challenges presented by the modern
world.nguch a forum of cooperation and
exchiange may lead to the discovery of
acceptable combinations of culture and
technology, which can serve as models
for future development. O
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BUSINESS &
LOCATION *
N THE PACIFIC

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE:-

TOURISM

*Assistance under Hotel Aids Act
*Concessionary Import Duty on equipment
and building materials.

TAX FREE FACTORIES/ZONE
*Manufacturing /Processing

*Assembly

*Blending Operations

Incentives include:-

*13 years tax holiday

*Import duty waiver for 13 years

*No withholding tax

*Freedom to repatriate capital and profits
THE ONLY CONDITION IS THAT 95% OF
YOUR OUTPUT BE FOR EXPORTS.

NON-TAX FREE FACTORY STATUS
Incentives include:-

*|ncome tax concessions

*Concessionary import duties

*Export incentives

*Export promotion incentives

*Freedom to repatriate capital and profits
APPLICABLE TO FACTORIES EXPORTING
LESS THEN 95% OF OUTPUT

FiJI HAS PREFERENTIAL TRADE
AGREEMENTS:-

SPARTECA - Australia and New Zealand
LOME IV - European Community (EC)

GSP - USA, CANADA, JAPAN and European
Community (EC)

For further information contact:-

THE DIRECTOR

FIJI TRADE & INVESTMENT BOARD

3RD FLOOR CIVIC HOUSE TOWNHALL ROAD. PO BOX 2303 GOVT. BLDG. SUVA,
TELEPHONE: (679) 315988. TELEX: 2355 FTIB FJ. FAX: (679) 301783

nla.obj-341407712
National Library of Australia
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TAEJON EXPO '93, KOREA

Vil

ot &

ternational Exhibitio

Expo site: the In

n Area

Taejon’s science town

Tacjon with the establishment of Taedok
Science Town as well as other research
centres and technology-led industries, is
emerging as the science and technology
capital of Korea. Thus the location is
pertinent to the overall concept of
Taejon EXPO '93 — the emphasis on
science and technol to meet the
challenge of achieviﬁ alanced, intelli-
gcm development. e basic site plan
as been designed with the Themes of
Taejon EX '93 in mind. In other
words, the facilities are meant to support
the overall concepts of EXPO '93.
Science and technology will be presented
in the natural setting which surrounds
the EXPO site. Moreover, the structures
built for the EXPO will facilitate the
encouragement of scientific pursuits, as
well as the promotion of sound environ-
mental policies. Maximum efforts will be
made so that the EXPO site can provide
‘amenities necessary for effective
scientific and tecnological displays, yet
with minimum effect on the surrounding
environment.
The site is divided into two parts, the
[nternational Exhibition Area and the
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Permanent Exhibition Area, plus various
auxiliary sites such as administration
facilities, entertainment facilities and
parking lots. The Permanent Exhibition
Area will be divided into four worlds:
The Man and Communications World,
the Exploration World, the Future
Technology World and the Environment
and Resources World. The site will be
equipped with most modern infrastruc-
ture and technology available and will
provide maximum comfort and con-
venience to both EXPO participants and
visitors.

The types of pavilions available are
Modular Pavilions which consist of
national pavilions, multinational pav-
ilions, and pavilions for international
organisations, pavilions for organis-
ations, enterprises and local govern-
ments; and Individual Corporation Pav-
ilions which are company pavilions
designed, built and paid for by non-
official participants. EXPO 93 will be
equipped with the latest information
management systems to provide a con-
venient, safe and festive atmosphere for
visitors. O

Who and what
at Taejon ’'93

AS of May 31, 1993, 112 countries, 23
international organisation and more
than 60 private corporations and
Fovemmem orﬁ_anisations have given
ormal notice of their plan to partici-
pate in the Taejon EXPO '93.

The Organising Committee is plan-
ning a variety of activities for Taejon
EXPO ’93. In making such plans the
committee has sought to schedule
events that will lend a truly interna-
tional flavour to the exposition that
are consistent with the themes of
EXPO '93. The activities will be

resented with Korea’s traditional

ospitality and will be dedicated to
highlighting man’s pro through
the years, as well as offering a spiritual
vision of man and civilization in the
future.

Activities for Taejon EXPO 93 will
fall into three distinct but inter-related
categories — Cultural Events, Science
and Technology Exhibitions, Sym-
posiums and Festivals. O
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Furniture & Joinery Limited

LOT 24 BOILER CIRCLE KALABU P.O. BOX 6666 NASINU, FIJI.

PHONE: 340078, 340203
MAKERS QF QUALITY FURNITURE FAX: 340167

WE SPECIALIZE IN CUSTOM DESIGN

* DINING ROOM FURNITURE
* LOUNGE SUITE FULLY UPHOLSTERED AND
SHOW WOOD.

* CUSTOM BUILT HOUSE FURNITURE
* CUSTOMS MANUFACTURED FURNITURE

* EXPORTERS OF LOCAL TIMBER AND
ACCESSORIES

* SHOP FITTINGS, OFFICE FURNITURE
& PARTITIONS

* SPECIALIST TO BANKS AND OFFICES

_ EUROPEANSTYLED SOLID WOOD FURNITURE.

\
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TAEJON EXPO '93, KOREA

Tourism is to be one of the main thrusts
of the Fiji pavilion at the Taejon Expo.
The exposition organisers pay all ex-
penses for one person from each country
during the three months of the expo.
representative of the Fiji Visitors Bureau
has been sent to man the pavilion
reflecting the importance of tourism to
Fiji.

The Fiji Trade and Investment Board,
who were instrumental in setting up the
Fiji display at Taejon, say rhcr want to
expose Fiji’s tourism potential to Asia.
This will {)e done by sﬁ?)wing visitors to
the pavilion Fiji as a potential desti-
nation so they consider it an option when
they are planning a holiday. Asia is a
very lucrative tourism market for the
South Pacific with the number of Asians
visiting the region increasing annually.
The potential for investment in the
tourism sector is also being promoted.

What the Fiji pavilion will show
visitors — among other things — is the
infrastructure of the country and invest-
ment potential in many sectors. This will
include details of the skilled labour force
available, the tax free opportunities and
the professional services — such as
banking and accounting — that are
available. There will also be cultural
exhibits displayed. This will allow visi-
tors to walk through the display and see
Fiji's unique culture, natural attractions,
natural resources and development. One
of the themes of the Taejon Expo is
development in harmony with nature
and Fiji will show how they have tried to
accomplish this.Some Fiji manufacturers

tourism thrust

Japanese tourlst In Fljl: Fiji is out to attract more Asian visitors

were given a chance by the Fiji Trade
and Investment Board to display prod-
ucts at the Korean exposition, 'Fhese
include bottled water, tuna and soap. Fiji
stamps and books will be sold at the Fiji
pavilion but as the FTIB explained the
purpose of the exposition is not to sell Fiji
products at the stall but to show people
what is available in Fiji — from beautiful
sandy beaches to an excellent investment
environment.

All the South Pacific countries have
been given a section of the expo site and

the organisers have developed the Pacific
site to reflect the Pacific islands — with
a lot of greenery and water. All the
Pacific pavilions were set-up and given to
the countries free of charge. Representa-
tives from the Taejon organising commit-
tee visited the Pacific to get a feel of
Pacific construction before they built the
pavilions. August 17 was South Pacific
day at Taejon — this included a giant
video screen showing tapes of the partici-
pating South Pacific countries. O

AS of May 31, 1993 the
following 112 countries had
confirmed participation at
Taejon EXPO ’93. The were

America — Peru, Dominican
Republic, Canada, Bolivia, Jamaica,
Ecuador, Belize, Nicaragua, Domini-
can Commonwealth, St Lucia, Col-
ombia, Panama, St Kitts & Nevis, St
Vincent & Grenadines, Grenada, An-
tigua &  Barbuda, Barbados,
Montserrat, Trinidad & Tobago, Bra-
zil, Chile and USA.

Asia/Oceania — Republic of

The participants

Korea, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Mon-
golia, China, Australia, Thailand,
Japan, Pakistan, India, Fiji, Marshall
Islands, Malaysia, Micronesia, Myan-
mar, Nepal, Solomon Islands, New
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Vietnam,
Brunei, Bangladesh, Tonga, Kiribati,
Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Cook Islands,

Eastern Europe — Bulgaria,

Romania, Czecho, Uzbekistan,
Moldova, Ukraine, Armenia, Belarus,
Azerbaijan, Poland, Hungary,

Kzrgizstan, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia,
Russia, Slovakia, Kazakhstan,

Sub-Sahara Africa

Nigeria, Cameroon, Kenya, Zambia,

Uganda, Ghana, Namibia, Swaziland,
Botswana, Zaire, Gabon, Senegal, Les-
otho, Benin, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Tan-
zania.

Western Europe — France,
Holy See, Switzerland, Portugal,
United Kingdom, Netherlands, Fin-
land, Austria, Italy, Denmark, Bel-
gium, Germany, Norway, Sweden,
Spain.

Middle East and North
Africa — Mauritania, Kuwait,
Egypt, Jordon, Sudan, Iran, Morocco,
Tunisia, Saudia Arabia, Yemen, Al-
geria, Oman, Qatar. O
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DISTRIBUTORS/DEALERS

AMERICAN SAMOA . _BURNS PHILP (55) CO.LTD. PH 633-4281
GUAM & MICRONESIA. . ATKINS KROLL INC. PH 646-1876/9
ISLANDS .. BORRY'S PTY LTD. PH 2114
I DS .. MENDANA MOTORS PH 30314
VANUATU ... ....... VANUATU MOTORS PH 22341
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ENEW (OROLLA DOBS 1T BEAUTIRULLY. cos’ e o

lagement, Toyota engineers were able to realize an efficient, wedge-shaped design
le at the same time perfecting the alignment between body panels and components.
‘ourse our own innovative style of civilized
neering makes sure that none of this comes
1e expense of the luxurious, leg-stretching
interior. Because we realize that even a 033 #2
is useless if no one wants to drive the car.

66
62
5911
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COVER STORIES

Aust considers Fiji
garment proposal

AUSTRALIA has written to Fiji’s Prime
Minister Sitiveni Rabuka agreeing to
consider a proposal for liberalised entry
conditions for Fiji clothing and other
exports. In the past, the Australian
government has been unwilling to give
much ground to Fiji on the issue because
of high unemployment in the Australian
garment manufacturing industry. But
signs are emerging that some concessions
will be forthcoming,

Fiji exports millions of dollars worth of
clothes to Australia duty-free under the
South Pacific Regional Trade and Econ-
omic Cooperation Agreement
(SPARTECA). But a requirement for 50
per cent Fiji content in products manufac-
tured by foreign-owned factories in special
tax free zones is an inhibiting factor. Fiji
has also pressed Australia to agree to
maintenance of its current preferential
margin as Australia continues to reduce
general tanfls for competing exporters to
the Australian market,

Federal Minister for Development Coop-
cration and Pacific Island Affairs Gordon
Bilney met Fiji's Deputy Prime Minister
Filipe Bole on the issue. It was Bilney who
sent the letter to Rabuka agreeing to
consider his proposals for changes to
SPARTECA. ’l‘ht’ move coincided with a
bid by Fiji to raise the issue at the forum
in order to increase pressure on Australia.
While other island states can benefit from
duty-free access to Australia and New
Zealand through SPARTECA, Fiji is the
one country with a substantial manufactur-
ing industry. — AAP I

Japan refuses to
sign fishing deal

JAPAN has refused a renewed request to
sign a multilateral fishing dgreement with
Pacific nations. This emerged at a post-
Forum meeting between ijand countries
and a Japanese delegation led by the
Japanese Ambassador to Fiji, Yasuo Hori.
Island countries have been pushing for a
multilateral agreement since 1988, claim-
ing that Japanese operators play-off island
countries against each other when negotiat-
ing fishing agreements.

Hori told islands representatives that
Japanese fishing companies needed to
maintain “‘flexibility” in arrangements
with individual countries. In an openin
address to the dialogue session, Hori sai
Japan would be increasing its contribution
to the Forum organisation from
§US400,000 to $US500,000. This was
apart from substantial Japanese aid to
forum island countries. “We will continue
to expand our aid to the South Pacific,
particularly in the form of a grant and
technical cooperation, which are much
needed to meet expectations in the region,”
Hon said. — J
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Nauru protest: a group of women with placards outside the Civic Centre, the venue

of the South Pacific Forum.

A GROUP of Nauruan women last
month wused the arrival of political
leaders for the South Pacific Forum at
Yaren, Nauru, to protest alleged gross
mismanagement of their small republic’s
phosphate wealth. They attached ban-
ners to the sides of cars reading ‘Wealth
Belongs To The Ministers’. I\%auru has
more than $Al billion in a phosphate
earnings trust which is invested around
the world.

In May, the Australian manager of the
trust, Geoffrey Chatfield, quit his job
claiming the trust was in “dire finacial
straits”. Chatfield said in his resignation
letter that various Nauru government
organisations kept b]er:ding the trusts,
which also showed declining earnings
because of over investment in foreign real
estate. Ruby Dediya, chairperson of the
“People’s Movement” which staged the
protest is a hospital matron, who also
edits The Nauru Chronicle, which in a
recent editorial raised detailed questions
about various trust investments. She said
the Nauru government’s handling of the
7000 population republic’s finances was
like a children’s magic show. “The
magician stands in front of all the little
children, makes things appear and disap-
pear to the wonderment of his audience,
and shows his audience only what he
wants them to see. “That way he can
casily fool them.”

Dediya specificially questioned the
new Nauru government’s borrowings
from Taiwan. The group has been
further angered by what it sees as

Nauru protest

rofligate  spending on this year's
5-nation forum — including new
marble flooring in the airport terminal
and 36 new vehicles for visiting del-
egations. The group has further ques-
toned expenditure of millions of dollars
renovating a hotel where foreign leaders,
including Australian Prime Minister
Paul Keating, are staying. Another row
has surfaced over the Nauru govern-
ment's financing of the London West
End musical Leonardo, which lost several
million dollars.

On May 27, a group of women led by
Dediya staged a sit-in on Nauru’s airstrip
to stop officials from travelling to London
to join Nauruan President Bernard
Dowiyogo for the musical’s gala opening.
The People’s Movement said its members
who worked in the public service had been
threatened with dismissal if they attempt to
embarrass the administration during the
forum. Dediya has written to Dowiyogo
calling on him to hold a public meeting on
Nauru to discuss the country’s finances and
future.

In the letter, she specifically raised the
issue of some $A21 million invested through
Britain in prime bank notes and letters of
credit. The scheme is under investigation
by the London Fraud Squad and the
Nyauru government is taking legal action to
try to recover millions of dollars still
missing.  President  Dowiyogo  has
reportedly sought a meeting with the
protesters to discuss their grievances pri-
vately. But they have maintained that any
meeting should be open to urdinag
Naurans., —

France rejects inspection proposal

A SENIOR French diplomat rejected a
Forum proposal to send a United
Nations decolonisation team to inspect
French territory New Caledonia. Presi-
dential special ambassador to the South
Pacific Jacques Le Blanc said such a

roposal was not reasonable under the
R/laﬁgnon Accord, designed to take New
Caledonia to a referendum on self-
determination in 1998. “This process has

1993

been approved by the French parlia-
ment, has been endorsed by national
referendum and everybody agrees this is
the right way to solve the matter,” Le
Blanc said.

“So we don’t accept any foreign inter-
ference, especially from the United
Nations, since self determination is
exactly what the United Nations is
looking for.” — AFP O
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Leave alone our fragile
environment, say leaders

PACIFIC island leaders ended the three-

day meeting at Yaren asking the rest of

the world not to spoil their fragile
environment. The Forum, which groups
tiny island states with Australia and New
Zealand, warned they were vulnerable to
natural disasters, environmental degra-
dation and the problems of high popu-
lation growth. In a communique issued
at the end of the conference, member
nations called for sustainable economic
development,

The communique listed environment
threats against its members as — de-
pletion of the ozone layer, possible
climate change and rising sea levels from
the Greenhouse Effect, destruction of
Pacific tropical forests, and ocean trans-
portation and dumping of nuclear and
other hazardous wastes. Of major con-

cern is a program to ship plutonium from
France through the Pacific to Japan for
use in fast-breeder nuclear reactors.

Last December, a Japanese freight
ship took about 2 tonnes of the highly
radioactive material near the waters of
Vanuatu and Solomon Islands. More
shipments are planned in coming years.
The communique said there are “in-
herent risks” involved in such shipments,
However, it stopped short of demanding
that Japan, a significant aid donor to the
region, abandon the program. Instead it
called for the shipments to be carried out
“in accordance with the highest interna-
tional safety and security standards and
in a manner satisfactorily addressing all
possible contingencies.”

Japan has consistently maintained the
shipments will be safe, The Forum also
called on international laws to place the
responsibility of the nuclear powers to be
made totally liable for the cost of
cleaning up a nuclear accident. — AP

Robert Masau

Particlpants: some of the Forum leaders at the Civic Centre at Yaren, Nauru.

Taiwan in isolation claim

THE People’s Republic of

Japan and

the European

Aust agrees
to pay

FOR the remote inhabitants of Nauru,
phosphate rock derived from thousands
of years of bird droppings has brought a
mixture of misery and wealth. Australia
played a leading role in exploiting the
resource — which was used to fertilise
millions of acres of Australian top soil —
but last month it faced up to a moral
responsibility to help pay to rehabilite
the environmentally devastated island.
An 8A107 million compensation package
from Canberra brings to an enci] a long
battle by the Nauruans which included
an action in the International Court of

Justice (IC]).

The indigenous people of the 21 square
kilometre island, \.\'Eich is only 41km south
of the equator, had little contact with
Europeans until the 1830s. Germany
formally annexed the island as a protector-
ate in 1888 and by the early 1900s
phosphate was being mined under a
mixture of British and German staff. More
than 11,000 tonnes of Nauruan phosphate
had been exported to Australia by the end
of 1907. Australia stationed troops on the
island after the first world war, and
together with Britain and New Zealand
under a league of nations mandate, con-
unued phosphate mining.

The company paid a royalty of a half-
€nny per ton oF phosphate exported to
Nauruans with land claims to the area
being mined, but there was no written
agreement. While rovalty rates rose over
future years, there is no doubt that the
colonisers benefited from cheap stock for
roducing fertilisers. The Nauruans suf-
Ered heavily under the Japanese, who
occupied the island during WWII. Hun-
dreds died miserably when forced to
relocate on atolls further north in Micro-
nesia. — AAP a

he Bougainville issue

China (PRC) was accused of
rying to isolate Taiwan from
sland countries. Taiwanese
Vice-Minister for Foreign Af-
airs Chin-Yen Fang was ad-
Iressing delegates at a special
1st-Forum dialogue session.
{e said the isolation policy
rose from Beijing’s “legal
iction™ that Taiwan did not
Xist as an independent na-
ional entity. In the past,
ialogue meetings between
ig powers and islands’ rep-
ssentatives have been restric-
*d to Britain, the United
tates, Canada, France,
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Community.

A separate session was held
with the Taiwanese, attended
by about half of the members
of the Forum. This followed
strong objections by the PRC
government to Taiwan being
given equal dialogue status
with the other big countries
during the previous two days.
Chin-Yen said that while he
was pleased to be meeting
with island representatives,
he would like to seen Taiwan
in future years put on an
equal footing with the other
dialogue partners. — AAPC]

National Library of Australia

THE question of conflict on the
Papua New Guinea island of
Bougainville came up three
times at gatherings linked to
this year’s Forum, even though
PNG regards it as an internal
matter. At the Forum, the
Canadian representatives to
the post-forum dialogue, led by

arliamentarian Walter
K’IcLean‘ surprised the meeting
by directly raising the five-
year-old Bougainville secession-
ist dispute.

Papua New Guinea, which
has militarily resisted the
secessonists, regards Bougain-
ville as an internal issue which

should not be internationalised.
Australia’s Minister for Pacific
Island Affairs Gordon Bilney
was on the Forum panel con-
ducting the dialogue sessions
with Canada and five other
developed countries as well as
the European Community.
Bilney told the media that
when Canada raised Bougain-
ville in the dialogue session, he
had pointed out it was not an
issue for the forum. “It has
always been the position of the
forum that Bougainville is an
internal matter for the govern-
ment of Papua New Guinea,”
Bilney said. — AAP a
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THE National Coalition Partnership
(NCP) government in the Solomon
Islands, which came into power on June
18, immediately settled into business
wasting little time in rhetoric. Prime
Minister Francis Billy Hilly, leader of the
Independent Group in the coalition
appointed his cabinet comprising of what
could be considered the most abled
politicians to head a government in the
Solomon Islands 15 years of indepen-
dence.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Aflairs Ministers, Francis Saemala, is no
stranger to foreign affairs being a former
ambassador to the United Nations and
the United States and High Com-
missioner to Canada. Experienced poli-
tician, former leader of opposition and
lawyer, Andrew Nori is Finance Minister
and former trade unionist, Joses
Tuhanuku is responsible for Commerce,
Employment and Trade. Educationists
Dennis Lulei looks after education and
lawyer Jackson Piasi takes charge of the
newly created Ministry of Justice. For-
mer Prime Minister and strong supporter
of sustainable development Ezekiel
Alebua is Minister of Natural Resources
and the list continues,

Even before, the NCP government
released its statements of policy, it made
decisions on issues which it had criticised
the previous government of Solomon
Mamaloni. The new government im-
mediately moved to resume dialogue
with Papua New Guinea on the issue of
the spill-over effects of the Bougainville
‘onflict. PNG’s Foreign Minister, John
Kaputin made a visit to Honiara and
teld talks with the new government.
Despite only being few weeks old, Prime
Minister Hilly made his first trip overseas
o the 7th summit of the l\fe!anaian
ifearhcad Group in Rabaul, PNG.

amaloni boycotted the MSG last year
recause of the trouble with PNG.

Hilly’s government has cancelled the
even-month, SI1$200,000 contract of
Lustralian lawyer, Julian Moti who was
mployed by the previous government to
dvise on privatisation and other econ-
mic ventures. Moti became involved in
case involving the suspension of Central

ank directors the Minister of Fi-
ance and was later declared a pro-
ibited immigrant for allegations of

rorking outside his contract.

The Hilly government has also can-
tlied a SI$12 million contract signed by
ie old government with Japanese com-
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Settling in

Just a few weeks into their term and the
new Solomon Islands government
has already made some drastic decisions

pany, Kitano Construction for the build-
ing of a new state house in Honiara. The
government explained it cannot justify
such a huge amount of public money
being spent on a house for one family.
The new state house, which was to have
been the residence of the Solomon
Islands’ Governor General had to be
build after the old government sold the
old state house to a Japanese company to
build a hotel. After about two years the
project has not started. The present
Favernment says the money received
rom the sale of the old state house has
already been spent to purchase arms for
the Police Field Force.

The Hilly government’s 35-page pol-
icy statements set out a number of
priorities which the government expects
to achieve in its first 100 days in power.
Among these is the appointment of a
Commission of Inquiry to investigate
corruption, malpractices or abuses of
power by the country’s leaders.

“Where there are public allegations
against leaders for corruption, malprac-
tice or abuses of power, they must be fully
investigated.” The government also
wants to see a new planning strategy,
effective control of the use of government
assets and utilities, review the eight per
cent goods tax and provincial establish-
ments. It pledged to review and reassess
the country’s overseas diplomatic mis-
sions and formulate a new foreign
assistance policy.

A few weeks into power and the NCP
govt has already terminated the contract
of two senior diplomats appointed by the
previous govenment. It has also
tightened control on the use of govern-
ment vehicles. In the past the public had
been very critical of government vehicle
abuse. Now only constitutional post
holders and cabinet ministers are entitled
to keep government vehicles after hours.
Another action taken is the cancellation
of the work permits of 25 foreigners
involved in logging. Minister of Employ-
ment Tuhanuku said these work permits
had been approved by former ministers
despite being rejected by the Com-
missioner of Labour. Tuhanuku said his
action was not being anti-foreign but

these foreigners — mostly Asians — have
taken away jobs from Solomon Islanders.
The new government also accepted back
national doctors who resigned from
government service last year because of
a dispute with the Mamaloni govern-
ment over working conditions. The
contracts of permanent secretaries are
now being reviewed. The new govern-
ment has the options of taking them back
into the public service or making them
political appointees.

The parliamentary opposition is yet to
make any public criticism of the govern-
ment’s statement of policy despite dis-
cussing it several times during meetings.
But public opinion is that the new
government should be given the chance
to deliver their pledges.

The only stumbling block is the
election petitions filed against five min-
isters by candidates who lost in the May
elections. The government must also
work hard to increase its single majority
in Parliament. But as Prime Minister
Hilly commented at a recent press
conference, he is comfortable as leader of
a coalition government made up of seven
political groups. a
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Never on a Monday

IT MUST be well known by now
that many business people are unsuc-
cessful at getting bank loans because
they approach their bank manager
without proper preparation. But
what | had never heard of until the
other day was the term, “Don’t be a
Monday morning bank borrower.”

It was used by an Australian bank
manager who revealed, during a
survey, that Monday was his worst
day of the week for unprepared
submissions, because people appar-
ently spent the weekend dreaming up
great ideas for making money and
rushed into the bank first thing
Monday morning expecting to get a
loan.

TRADEWI

BILL

McCABE

the bank to know, let alone

provide money for it.

And what's more, the pre-
planning is the businessman's
resposibility, not the bank’s. One
of the complaints made by man-
agers in the same survey was that
many clients expected the bank to
help them work out a budget.

There is another important
lesson for small business in the
bank’s approach.

The bank manager who said he
was doing clients with insufficient
information a favour by knocking
back their requests for credit was
making a point that many small

As the manager said, “They are

often offended when we knock them back, but in most cases
we are doing them a favour.”

Banks want to lend money — it's the vital part of their
business. But they should hardly be expected to hand it over
without first being given full information on what is likely to
happen to it.

Yet the same survey showed that about 60 per cent of small
business applications for loans were made to the banks
verbally, without supporting figures. Such applications are
a waste of time for the business and the bank manager.

Bank managers want full details of what product or service
will be supplied and what it will cost to supply it, how it will
be marketed, what the cash flow will be (and most
particularly, when it will start flowing), how the loan will be
repaid and what security the bank will have if it isn’t repaid.
And that’s only the beginning!

On the matter of security, banks won't necessarily be
impressed by the fact that the borrower ofler to put up a
house or a building as security for the loan. Banks may lend
to estate agents but they are not in the real estate business
themselves, and don't want to be saddled with the problems
of selling up if the loan goes sour.

Instead, they will do everything they can to assure
themselves the loan will be sound, and that means they will
expect the client’s forecasts about cash flows to be realistic,
built around detailed costings and not simply optimistic
guesses.

They may want to see a worst-case budget as well as one
that will show them what to expect if everything goes as
predicted. The bank will certainly want a sensible estimate
of the money needed as working capital and for what length
of time, for managers know that many small businesses fail
because they haven’t enough capital to meet their bills in the
early stages, when everything is going out and nothing is
coming in.

In short, propositions should be thoroughly researched
before the client ever gets to a bank, because if he doesn’t
know the details of his own business, you can hardly expect

businesses could use in their own
operations. That is, the need to
regularly check on the credit worthiness of their clients. Are
their own debtors secure?

Most business failure are due to bad management, and
ignoring the possibility of bad debts is one of the worst
management faults of all. Business failures can occur in good
times and bad, but in times of economic downturn, such as
we've been experiencing in our region in recent years,
managers have to be especially alert. And, believe it or not,
they have to be no less on guard as the economy begins to
improve, because that's the time they are most anxious for
more sales after their starvation diet, and are more likely to
extend credit to high risk accounts in the belief that things
will soon come good.

If he is not to lose money on bad debts, the businessman
needs accurate information on his clients and customers, just
as the bank manager does. And like the bank manager, he
needs to be firm about extending credit if he is in doubt.

Have there been changes in the way his customers are
paying their accounts? If they have become slower, is it
because they are hanging on to their money for as long as
they can get away with it or because they aren’t able to pay?
Either way, the account needs attention,

Office managers need to watch out for early warning
signals, so they can monitor accounts tightly if necessary and
rein in some of the debt, or revise the account conditions. For
credit managers, information is their lifeblood.

The need to know anything that will help assess the risks
of getting their bills paid and decide on the best approach.
Does the client’s company need to be checked out for its
current financial position or to reveal any hidden problems,
for instance? There are many ways of doing this.

If an island business has any doubts about the strength of
an overseas company, we may be able to help here at the
South Pacific Trade Commission office, where we have
computer programs enabling us to check on many Australian
companies and business people. Phone or fax us.

. Bill McCabe is Senior Commissioner of the South

Pacific Trade Commission, Sydney, an arm of the
South Pacific Forum. O
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Political novelties

keeps turning up novelties. Here-

tofore debates in Parliament on
the Budget would last for months, but
however sound the objections of people's
representatives would have been they
always lost out in voting and the budgets
passed with little changed and almost the
same forms in which they were intro-
duced.

This year, however, the nine a]:N:(:;Ele’s
representatives remembering all those
years of fruitless toil — yet eating up
public funds all the same — devised a
new approach. They submitted (ac-
companied by a statement signed by all
the nine) to the House that the budget
be passed as introduced by the Minister
of Finance. But a sister motion also filed
by the people’s representatives — that

THE political situation in Tonga

THE ISLANDS

after his record holding 20-odd years
in parliament in the sixties, seventies,
and early eighties, now returns as No.
| people’s representative for Vava'u.
He is a fearless, outspoken lawyer who
played an important part in the
design of the said new ple’s
representatives tactics. Then there are
Uili Fukofuka (No.2 Tongatapu} and
Teisina Fuko (No.l Ha aﬁ)aj} both
impressive politicians who never
mince words in stating the case for
constitutional revamping of the form
of government. The seventh member
of the committee is Samiu Vaipulu
(No.2 Vava'u). He too is a veteran
parliamentarian who served one term
in the House during the eighties. He
is slowly raising a clear profile with
the g:'o—changc pariy. This is by far
the best team ever put together by the

the House be closed until a proper
agenda was drawn up and the closure to
be without pay — was not at all amusing
to a2 number of MPs. Yet the people’s representatives
succeeded in the winning over two nobles and two ministers
to secure a significant victory!

Never before in the parliamentary history of Tonga have
people’s representatives played such tactics in the struggle for
greater recognition of the people’s voice and rights and a more
proportionate representation in Parliament. But it worked for
the general good in two ways — it saved hundreds of
thousands of public funds in weekly allowances etc for dull
and futile debate, and it enabled ‘people’s representatives,
ministers and nobles to show their true colours. For two of

the nine peoEc’s representatives abstained on this second vote
indicating they are not sure if they wanted the ‘no pay’
condition,

The people’s representatives are more organised this year.
At least seven of them have formed into a committee that
meets regularly to compare notes, discuss policy so as to
Rre:sent a more united front. Their chairman is ‘Uliti Uata,

N0.2 people’s representatives for Ha'’apai, who was in
parliament two terms in the —
seventies, and is one of Tonga's
leading businessmen. An experi-
enced politician, a fine tactician,
he is above all, absolutely sincere.
The seven firmly believe that the
form of government and the Con-
stitution must be changed and
work to that end must start now.
Most of them also believe Tonga
should be more truly democratic.

Without a doubt the movin
spirit in this new set-up is sn'ﬁ
‘Akilisi Pohiva. He strongly urges
their committee to fight on two
fronts: inside parliament and in
the law courts. New faces on the
people’s representatives table in-
clude ‘Uhila Liava'a (No.3 Ton-
Fxtapu), economist, accountant,
awyer and former government
accountant general. He is provin,
to be a formidable debater especi-
ally when discussions fall within

Closed: Tonga's parliament

Tongan popular electorate.

But what have the people’s rep-
resentatives and the pro-democracy movement achieved so
far by way of real changes to the basic structure of Tonga's
constitution? In a sense, nothing at all. Yet in another the
people’s representatives and pro-democracy movement have
really laid the foundation for inevitable change. They have
very forcefully brought into public consciousness all cregmes
of corruption, misuse of authority, maleficence of office — and
mostly defended in the name of culture, traditional privilege,
and even manipulation of basic instruments. Their greatest
achievement is their success in making the commoner classes
keenly aware of their lot, their rights, and the need for a fairer
sharing of power in the country. And although the
employment of public funds is still, in many ways, carefree
(e.g. in travelling allowances), other forms of abandoned
utilisation of resources (e.g. Parliament overtime payments)
have been curbed. The ‘no pay’ closure of the House in the
past five weeks is just another index of the weight of public
opinion bearing down on it now.

In general the Tongan authorities continue to turn a deaf
ear to the people’s representa-
tives solicitations and the griev-
ances keep piling up and fester
underneath. The superior atti-
tude is understandable. And it
seems to be contagious. A del-
egation from the Australian
Federal Parliament visiting the
islands in recent weeks was
enable to have a meeting with
the people’s representatives —
except at a lunch which in-
cluded many other people. As I
said in an earlier comment
Australia and New Zealand
must accept the fact that the
islands are not always what
diplomats and authorities rep-
resent them to be. But the
Australians’ attitude reflects

S, their own problems back homé;

his areas of expertise. And prom-
inent lawyer Masao Paasi who
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CULTURE

Tattoo tricks
catch on again
among Samoans

By Jennifer Grimwade

BY the time the missionaries arrived in
Western Samoa in the 1830s, the Poly-
nesians had already been practising the
art of tattooing for 2000 years. No-one is
exactly sure why but the missionaries
immediately did their best to outlaw this
ancient art.

Some people believe the missionaries
tried to ban the tradition, because men
with tattoos wandered around naked,
showing off their tattoos. Intricate and
geometrical, traditional Samoan tattoos
decorate the male body from the waist
down to the knee.

Fuimaono Tupua, chief of Samoan
affairs, says the missionaries were out-
raged by the “washing ceremony” which
is celebrated by all men at the com-
pletion of their tattoos. Tattoo dye is
considered to be sacred, so once it
impregnates the flesh, the body must be
cleansed of this sacred spirit by sleeping
with a new lover. Even married men
participate in the washing ceremony and
their wives are expected to turn a blind
L'yf.

Before the arrival of the missionaries,
it was compulsory for all Samoan men to
have a tatau. In fact, the custom was so
ancient, the English word ‘tatoo’ actually
comes from the Samoan, tatau. But the
missionaries succeeded in changing this
ancient tradition, and tattooing became
compulsory for sons of paramount chiefs
only.

Since the 1950s, this ancient art has
become increasingly popular. And in
1990, it was once again compulsory for
the all men in a village on the island of
Savai’i to have the traditional tattoo.

Motsie, who returned from the Uni-
versity of Hawaii 18 months ago, said, “I
am ashamed to take off my shirt as I
don’t have a tattoo. I want to show that
‘T can do it’. Guys say you haven’t got
guts if you haven’t got tattoos. A friend
of mine tells me if you want to know what
it feels like, you should get a stick with
a few nails in it and then bang them into
your back. It’s the one time when men
are allowed to scream and cry”.

But courage is not the sole reason for
the revival. Motsie also said: “it’s the
distinguishing mark of Western and

Petar Scotl

Palnful art: the designs for women are less
intricate, therefore less painful.

American Samoa. No one else has tattoos
in the world like us. I want to have a
tattoo so everyone will know I'm Sam-
oan.”

And he’s not the only one,

“Many of my clients, many of my
‘victims’, are half-castes, They are par-
ticularly eager to have their bodies
tattooed because it identifies them as
Samoan,” says Suluape Peleto, the
island’s most highly regarded tattooist.

Peleto is a full-time secondary scchool
science teacher. When he finished his
teacher training, he returned to the tiny
picturesque Lefaga Bay area to spend
some time with his family. His father, a
well-known tattooist had already handed
down his skills to three out of his six sons.
Peleto’s older brother practised his de-
signs on Peleto and before long, Peleto
was assisting his brothers.

“Then I picked up the tool one day,
and started practising on my leg. Of
course I still have it! I wanted to learn
how to hold the tool properly, and how
hard to hit it,”" says Bclcto.

Fifteen years later, Peleto is recognised
as the master. Half his legs and half his
torso are covered with a traditional
Samoan tattoos, bits of his tummy and

Revival of an

even his calf muscles have life-long
experiments; but his real pride is the
Eortrait of himself on his forearm. Drawn

y a Dutch tattooist at an international
convention of tattooists in Amsterdam,
the portrait is an uncanny likeness. It is-
a rare experience to look someone in the
eye, and then see a mirror image of their
face on their arm.

The portrait is done by machine and
is totally different to the traditional
Samoan design which is always geo-
metrical. Because of the nature of the old-
fashioned tools used by the Samoans, it
is not possible to create a curved line,
therefore, their tattoos are made up of
straight lines. Each pattern has a name,
and it may be symbolic or simply
geometric.

“Our tattoos tell the story of our
ancestors coming to Samoa; at the back
there is a boat, then a long spearhead.
The shape of a kava bowl is a symbol for
hospitality. The sides represent a fale, the
traufitional Samoan house. And the legs
are combination of everyday items.
Especially from the sea, we have sea
shells and fish. There are also represen-
tations of some of our {ears, especially the
centipede,” says Peleto.

Every year Peleto creates a new
design. His latest is a pattern of dolphins.
In true Samoan style, he has happily
passed it on to the dozen other members
of the tattoo guild.

Peleto was also happy for us to watch
him at work, even though spectators are
not encouraged. On our way to the
‘victim's’ house we walked through
gardens glowing with bright tropical
flowers and little kids sweeping the lawn
dwarfed by their coconut frond brooms.
Before we had settled in the customary
fale, Motsie, who had grabbed the
chance to sce what he was in for, bravely
booked Peleto for a full-scale traditional
tattoo.

And it was a brave move. Peleto’s
‘victim® for the session was his cousin,
Leiite who had “run away” from
finishing his tattoo two years ago.
Defection is not only a blow to one’s
manhood but it is also a great disgrace
to the whole of the family. Even so,
defections are not uncommon, and there
were many jokes with Leiite before he lay
down on the grass mat covering the floor
of lava pebbles.

Adhering to the ancient custom, Peleto
and his three assistants tied a Samoan
sarong, a lavalava, over their jeans before
they began to mix the dye in a coconut
shell. The dye used to be
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ancient art

made from the soot of

the candle nut plant,

but one rarely sees the

Blant any more so,
eleto says.

“My father decided
to have something else
and he started getting
the soot out of a kero-
sene lamp, and he used
Bluo as one can never
mix carbon with just
water. The Bluo makes
the dye last and keeps
it shiny.”

Leiite lay stll wait-

Tools: Traditional Western Samoan tattoo instruments.

ing patiently, doing his
best to keep smiling,
but smoking like a chimney, as the
assistants shaved his leg. Peleto sat cross-
legged on the mat next to a Chinese
enamel bowl holding his hand-made
instruments. They looked rather like
miniature garden rakes, with a hard-
wood handle tied to a triangle of tortoise
shell. Fixed to the end of the tortoise shell
was a small comb carved out of boar’s
tusk. There were onlﬁ four instruments,
from the smallest with four tiny teeth to
the largest one used for solid blocks of
colour.

In an attempt to try and entertain the
‘victim’, the onlookers kept up a constant
banter. However, as Peleto settled down
to start, his face was a picture of
concentration, totally ignoring the jokes.
After all, he was right when he said, “If
anything goes wrong, you won't be able
to wipe 1t off’.

T'wo assistants held the flesh of Leiite’s
thigh taut as Peleto dipped his au, his
instrument, into the dye pot and then

roceeded to map out the design.
nstantly, we could see why he was
considered to be the best. Anyone who
can draw a perfectly straight line with a
boar’s tusk comb is surely gifted.

Satisfied with the design, which is
always his prerogative, Peleto dipped the
au back into the dye, placed it agovc the
taut flesh, picked up a piece of hardwood
dowel and with a rhythmical beat,
tapped the handle of the au. The teeth
penetrated the skin, just enough to
impregnate the flesh with the dye, but
not hard enough to draw to much blood.
The dye splattered everywhere, and after
a couple of minutes, Peleto paused, and
his assistants wiped the flesh with a cloth
dipped in cold water. This keeps the job
clean, but also relieves the burning
sensation created by the dye.

As Leiite’s leg changed from brown to
charcoal, he kept smiling and smoking
but his face gradually became paler and
paler. He didn’t cry and nor did he
scream, but as his thigh became a swollen
welt, he said less anﬁ less.

Quite often a grow: of men would be
tattooed tcrﬁ;:ther. orking in a team
also means the ‘victim’ can take a break,
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and regain his strength whilst the
tattooist works on one of the other men.

However, Leiite had no such luck, so
Peleto said he would continue until Leiite
could take no more for the day. We
didn’t wait till the bitter end, because
women traditionally are never privy to
men being tattooed, and I didn't want
overstay my welcome. The female mem-
bers of Leiite’s family, were, in fact,

athered together in a separate building
throughout the entire performance.

But some women do have tattoos. And
before the missionaries intervened it was
not compulsory but quite common for
women to be tattooed. These days
women are only tattooed on the upper
leg, but in the past women used to be
tattooed around the pelvic region as well
as. The tattoo covers the whole of a
female upper leg but the design is much
less intricate.

One of Peleto’s female ‘victims’, a
dancer called Avila said: “‘when I was
young, I had noticed my Mum done very

ood when she dance, and now she is

eceased and I want to follow in her
footsteps. A Samoan girl looks very
Samoan if she dances with tatoo.”

Today, many people have anklet and
bangle tattoos. 'Fhr:y are the same for
both men and women have become so

opular with the expatriates that Peleto
Eas nicknamed them Peace Corps Tatts.
They are also popular with elderly
arthritic people, as a bangle tattoo is said
to cure this burden.

A woman may have her thighs tat-
tooed in one session lasting about three
hours. But for men it takes much longer.
The time depends on the courage of the
‘victim’, Most men try to get it over and
done with in four to five days, but the
average is nine consecutive days with a
day off on Sunday, as nobody works in
Samoa on this holy day. It is an
exhaustin, Iprﬂcedurg because, it is not
only painful but at night, someone must
roll-over the sleeping “victim’ at regular
intervals, to prevent the fresh new tattoos
from sticking to the woven grass bedding.

To prevent infection, men used to
and cure their new tattoos by rubbing

The master: Suluape Peleto.

them with coconut oil and bathing in the
sea. Nowadays, Peleto recommends
everyone takes a course of antibiotics and
uses antibiotic ointment, even though the
tools are disinfected with iodine, and
shagpcned every three days with a file
made from sea urchin spines. However,
one cannot help but wonder whether the
spread of AIDS may not eventually
prove to be a blﬁgcr threat to this
traditional art than the zealous
missionaries.

“Victims’ remain in pain for at least a
fortnight after the last session, and when
they have healed, they have a bi
celebration. All the family joins in, an
rightly so, as they have all contributed to
the astronomical cost, which includes a
feast for everyone. Tattooing has always
been expensive; at anroximatcly $15
it still is, especially for a Samoan.

But the washing ceremony is free. Not
surprisingly, women with new tattoos
miss out — the tradition does not apply
to them and one can only wonder why
tattoo dye is solely sa to men.
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Bound for Cairo

AS YOU are reading this article, a new
invention is either being realised on the
roduction line or someone somewhere

country X were to pursue sustainable
development as an option, it will be
doing so knowingly at the expense of

15 dreaming up one.

Like inventions which come and go,
languages and their uses are constantly
changing. This brings about a certain
amount of confusion. What one English
word means in the South Pacific does
not necessarily carry the same applica-
tion in other English-speaking countries.
That is one problem facing Pacific
Island Ministers when they meet in Port
Vila, Vanuatu, later this month, Theirs
is a problem of having to arrive at an

the irowing population. The result
will be disastrous.

The sensitivities surrounding these
issues and what they mean to Pacific
countries are probably the strongest
case yet for island nations to take to
the UN-sponsored Conference in
Cairo. There, they can make a strong
case to an international audience in
the hope that the region’s dilemma
attract attention, support and sym-
pathy the situation so compellingly

acceptable position on the problem of
population §mw1h on one hand and
sustainable development on the other.
The Vanuatu government is hosting the
ministerial meeting, to be preceded by

ALFRED
SASAKO

deserves. Pacific nations had done
this once at the UN Earth Summit.
There, island countries put a strong
case to the industrialised countries for
international assistance towards the

a meeting of senior officials.

The Vanuatu get-together is to,
among other things, formulate a re-
ﬁion.’t position on oPuImiqn growth and sustainable

evelopment for the UN Conference on World Population
and Sustainable Development to be held in Cairo, Egypt, in
September next year.

Pacific countries will be represented at ministerial level at
the Cairo Conference. Island leaders see this international
forum as a valuable opportunity to present to the
international community lEe region’s CONCerns over popu-
lation growth and sustainable development in the hope that
future UN population programs address Pacific needs and
concerns. This is because recent studies have shown that high
birth rates and increasing lifespans have resulted in a rapid
population growth rate that has far outstripped economic
growth in many Pacific countries. According to these
statistics, over a third of the population are young people.
This is placing enormous strains on the agai]ity' of each
country to provide adequate social services such as primary
health care and education.

Population growth rates in the sub-regions of Melanesia
and Micronesia exceed that of the worig as a whole while
Polynesia’s growth is lower but only because of emigration.
Based on these factors, it has been predicted that until birth
rates fall, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to achieve
adequate economic growth rates to support sustainable
development.

Sustainable development is a phrase that grew out of last
g&’.ar‘s UNCED Earth Summit in Rio de j’antiro, Brazil.

ince that $USI billion summit, there have been disagree-
ments over its meaning. Developing countries are finding it
difficult to come to terms with the requirements by
industrialised nations that every country produce a
sustainable development strategy.

Developing countries have problems with this requirement
for a variety of reasons. For a start, needs and priorities to
support the basic necessity of life vary from country to
country and, on a larger scale, from region to region. The
problem Pacific countries have with sustainable development
and population growth is perhaps not so unique. It is simply
— a burgeoning population on one hand and on the other
they have been tolcF to produce a blueprint for sustainable
development.

Even just the thought of finding an adequate definition of
sustainable development is a nightmare. This is because in
the Pacific context, the two issues are inseparable. To look
for options is no solace. There are none. If, for example,

region’s  biodiversity conservation
program. In recognition of their
special needs, a South Pacific
Biodiversity Conservation Programme (SPBCP) was born.

At least US$10 million from the Global Environment
Facility (FEF) — a joint effort by the World Bank, UNDP
and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) —
has been approved to run this five-year program. Apia-based
South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)
is implementin gc SPBCP whose benefits are expected to
be shared by SPREP’s 22 members. Special emphasis will be
on SPREP’s 14 Pacific — the Cock Islands, Federated States
of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue,
Palau, Solomon fslands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu
and Western Samoa.

An agreement to utilise the US$10 million was co-signed
in Suva in April by SPREP director Dr Vili Fuava'o and
UNDP. While benefits from this regional effort is yet to be
seen. What accounted for our effort in Rio was that the region
knew what it wanted and went there, determined to get
something out. This, the region did.

True, we did not get everything we would have liked, but
the fact was that our environmental concerns and other
related issues got the spotlight with an immediate response
by the world communities through the establishment of the
JS!H{} million South Pacific Biodiversity Conservation
Programme. All that was accomplished duc to the
uncompromising cfforts of the region’s leaders who attended
the UNCED Earth Summit.

Come the Cairo Conference, there is little doubt that the
Ministerial Meeting in Vanuatu will be aiming to emulate
the Pacific countries' success in Rio. If there was one thing
to learn from international conferences such as Rio, it is this
— the region must participate as a united force with a clear
idea in its mind just what it hopes to get out of the gathering.

That means knowing just what we want even before
leaving our shores for Egypt. Perhaps one thing the leaders
should be arguing is that ljl.Jlturc funding for program in the
South Pacific should be administered by the region’s own
organisation(s) — not some outfit controlled by
powerbrokers and dreamers in Rome, New York or some
other place.

Past experiences have shown that much of the monetary
assistance intended for the peoples in the region gets used up
even before it gets there, if at all. In part, this is due to
duplications anﬁ bureaucratic red tag — a situation which
can be greatly eased if funding for the region is channeled
through the region’s own organisation(s). a
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C ap’ture ﬁ@

irded and eagerly sought by collectors
world our world class stamps truly are

13_ great respect and admiration by
 who meet them.

rerseas friends who know our land,
surely must bring back the scent of
i, the call of the Bird of
and the vivid memories of
‘where our rich traditional

- is exhibited. And for those too far
“to visit our Land of the unexpectecd,
1 need to worry as the stamps you
will tell it all”.

n our Standing Order Service.
DEPOSIT OF: AUS$40, NZ$50
JKE£16. For credit Card Holders
Express, Mastercard and
qutﬁae your card number and
e and we will forward your
ts without delay.

general information on current
future stamp issues, write to us and
ur name to be placed on the

~ Marketing Officer
PNG Philatelic Bureau (PIM)
PO Box 1, BOROKO NCD
_.Papua New Guinea

Ph: (675) 274170,274282

~ Fax: (675) 252502

‘happy to oblige.
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thousand destinations in one.
You could travel to every other place in the Pacific and still not encounter the incredible
diversity that is Papua New Guinea. Explore mist-shrouded
mountains lost in time. Dive in crystal-clear waters teeming with

marine life. Relax at a friendly resort nestled between palm-fringed

and colourful peoples, each with their own distinct cultures and traditions.

Papua New Guinea. If you're looking for your perfect

destinatio .in the Pacific, there’s really no reason to go anywhere else. WG /

g Y A s AR

For ﬁ.uthgr information on PNG Holidays contact your Tﬂvel Agent or the Papua New Guinea Tourlm Promotion Authodtv

H icmet A AaAaa drAcy AAATTA Do E£TELV AANTITT
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PNG
looks
North

PAPUA New Guinea has begun

‘Looking North’ as it embarks on

policies which, Prime Minister
Paias Wingti hopes, will see the
:ountry through the 21st Century on a
irm economic footing, After visiting
indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia,
Ningti  recently
old the PNG par-
iament that “the
est of the world is
noking towards
\sia’", ‘Look
Jorth was a
ractical plan de-
igned to achieve
meaningful role
bl PNGgEn the P Wing)
torld  economy
nd to increase the country’s say in
:gional and world affairs, he said.
Now, more than ever, Papua New
fuinea has to take its place in the
orld. Today, we are part of the world
‘onomy.

“If we are to improve our quality of
fe and increase the prosperity of our
:ople we must compete in the global
onomy. Neither Australia nor New
ealand want to be seen as any longer
uropean outposts but rather as partici-
uing neighbours of Asia and the
acific. I am proud to say that Papua
ew Guinea had already begun looking
orth towards Asia in 1986. When Sir
ius and I first gained government
en, I announced that Asia was a most
iportant region where our future lay.
¢ are serious when 1 say that ‘Looking
orth’ is one of the most important
licy initiatives for Papua New Guinea
ice we gained independence 18 years
0. Our challenge now is to find our
ice in the Asia-Pacific regional econ-
1y of the 21 Century.” Wingti, who
st became prime minister in 1985 after
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Seplk sunset: part of Papua New Guinea's natural beauty
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Seplk carvings: keeping culture alive

leading a no-confidence motion against
Michael Somare, believes the future
prosperity of his country lies in PNG
becoming a significant partner in the
Asia region.

“In population terms, the Asian nations
ire the biggest market places in the world

boasting nearly half of the world’s five
illion people,” Wingti said. “And, as their
vealth increases, they are fast becoming the
nost important market place in the world.
Ve have to demonstrate that we have the
woods and services they want. Trade with
\sia_has been largely in PNG’s favour,
nostly boosted by our tremendous trade
urplus with Japan. Looking over a three-
car period from 1988 to 1990, collective
mports from Asian nations, excluding
ndonesia and Malaysia, averaged about
300 million or one third of all PNG's
nports. Over the same period, exports to
wia averaged K500 million or roughly hall
[ PNG’s exports. With our new policy,
NG hopes to increase trade with Asian
ations.”

“Even if that means PNG will increase
nports from Asia initially, the net effect of
will be cheaper prices for commodities
ecause most Asian products are cheaper
lan  comparable products from other
:gions of the world. We have let to Asians
now what we have to offer and make them
ant what we have to offer. We can
rovide those goods and services at a better
rice or of better quality than our competi-
7s. One of the first laws of business is that
you have a product for sale, you must
ivertise it. We intend to advertise the
iion through increased trade missions
id exhibitions throughout Asia.”

“I led delegations to Singapore, Malay-
1 and Indonesia. We first visited Singa-
e and later Malaysia. We held fruitful
scussions on trade, mining and petroleum
welopments, agriculture, exchange of air
rvices and telecommunication services.
his close interaction reflects the commit-
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ment by the governments to put practical
meaning to the Treaty of Mutual Respect,
Friendship and Co-operation. I am very
pleased with the three bilateral visits [
made. I am convinced Look North is the
right way to go.”

The Country — Papua New Guinea is
an independent state with an estimated
population of over 3,483,370, It is also a
member of the Commonwealth. It consists
of the eastern half of the island of New
Guinea and other off-shore islands includ-
ing New Britain, New Ireland and
Bougainville.Capital Port Moresby s
3900km north of Sydney, Australia. Oper-
ating currency is the Kina.

The People — Inhabitants include a
large diversity of types although some
ethnologists make a distinction between the

Papuan-type people and the Melanesians
who are people of the coasts and offshore
islands. The Asian population in PNG
established itsell because the German New
Guinea Company which administered New
Guinea under charter for the first 15 years
after German annexation in 1884 found
New Guinea labour initially unsatisfactory
and introduced Chinese, Malays and
Ambonese.

By the time Germany took over admin-
istration from the company the Asian

pulation was between 300 and 400.
E(:\bour was then brought mestly from
Hong Kong. At the time Australia began
civil administration in 1921 there were
1424 Chinese and 163 Ambonese and
Malays. The Chinese ultimately became
the shopkeepers and artisans of PNG. [

FORUM SECRETARIAT
r VACANCY

DIRECTOR, TRADE AND
& INVESTMENT DIVISION

Applications are Invited from suitably qualified and experienced persons, who must be
nationals of a member state of the South Pacific Forum*, for the position of Director, Trade
and Investment Division, with the Forum Secretariat.

The Forum Secretariat was established in 1973 by the South Pacific Forum to encourage
economic and political cooperation between its member states, and between those states and
the more industrialised countries. Under the control of a Secretary General, the Secretariat
undertakes a number of regional work programmes covering economic development, legal and
political services and the civil aviation, energy, maritime, telecommunications and trade
sectors. In pursuing these work programmes, the Secretariat works with a range of aid donor
countries and organisations.

The Trade and Investment Division aims to assist Forum Island Countries (FICs) through
encouraging investment in the ACs and in the promotion of regional and international trade.
The work programme of the Division covers all aspects of the marketing and export of Forum
Island products although emphasis is placed on developing a regional approach to common
issues and problems in promoting trade and industrial development.

The Director will be responsible for the efficient operation of the Division, the forward planning
of its work programme and the effective Implementation of its projects. This also invoives trade
representation, attendance at meetings, workshops, etc. and liaison with trade contacts in all
member countries and with the South Pacific Trade Commission, Sydney and the South Pacific
Trade Office, Auckland. In the course of these activities, the appointee will be required to
undertake periodic duty travel.

Applicants should have appropriate qualifications and extensive experience in trade, especially
in the marketing, trade and investment promotion fields. Knowledge of existing regional/
intemational trade agreements, commodity markets, regional projects and development
problems is essential,

The appointment will carry an attractive remuneration package, payable in Fiji dollars. For non-
Fiji citizens this is tax-free and includes housing or a housing allowance and education and child
allowances where eligible. Other benefits include payments in lieu of superannuation, and
medical, life and travel insurance coverage, The appointee will be based at the Secretariat's
headquarters in Suva. The appointment will be for three years initially, and is renewable by
mutual agreement.

Applications close on September 30, 1993. They should contain full information on education
and career backgrounds and should give names, addresses and telephone numbers of at least
three referees with whom the applicant has been associated professionally.

Applications should be addressed to:

The Secretary General

Forum Secretariat

GPO Box 856, Suva, Fiji

Telephone 312-600 Telex: 2229F) Fax: 302-204.

Further information is available on request from Mr Tiu Livino, Administration Officer, on 312-600
Extension: 335,

* Member States of the South Pacific Forum: Australia, Cook Islands, Fi States of Mi \a, Fiji, Kiribati,
Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Republic of the Islands, Sol 1 Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu,
Vanuatu and Westem Samoa.

105798va
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Teaching baslcs: Puppet shows are used to promote' health in remote areas.

ByJann lomns

PAPUA New Guinea's decentralised
oublic service has always given the
1ational Department of Health consider-
tble anguish when it comes to providing
i uniform system of health care. Earnest
fforts over many decades to provide
iealth services to the nation’s 3.9 million
seople have frequently been thwarted by
he lack of committed, co-ordinated
ictivity at regional, provincial and
listrict levels, and also by a perpetual
carcity of government resources, leaving
dequate and consistent standards of
ommunity health care difficult to ob-
ain.

But bureaucratic difficulties and lack
f public sector funding are not the only
npediments to health care. Papua New
suinea has one of the most rugged
trrains in the world. Many communities
re remote and inaccessible to providers
f health services and medical supplies.
n fact, 85 per cent of the total
opulation lives rurally. Transportation

lacking. Many people don’t have the
leans to reach the nearest aid post or
calth centre (in some cases there isn’t
ven a road). Likewise, movement out
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from the provin-
cial health insti-
tutions and ad-
ministrations is in-
adequate, result-
ing in the irregular
provisioning of es-
sential drugs and
supplies to rural
clinics. Even if a
sick person makes
it to the aid post or
health centre,
there is no guaran-
tee that the re-
quired treatment
will be available.

In consequence
of the bureau-
cratic, communi-
cation and trans-
portation difficult-
ies, Papua New
Guinea Incurs one

of the highest rates

Child: hoping for better care.

of communicable

disease and child and maternal mortality
in the world. Malaria, pneumonia and
diarrhoeal diseases are the three leading
causes of death among children under

five years of age. Infectious diseases,
malnutrition, and poor ante-natal and
post-natal care are the major causes of
death among women.
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OUR MOVE, YOUR GAI

Ports Authority of Fiji while streamlining its
operations has simplified the shipping agents work,
by arriving at a standard charge for handling cargo in
its different modes- of operations; thus the loss
acquired by hindrances of bad weather and
inefficiencies in stevedoring have been addressad ...

Shipping agents are now protected by the PAF,
which takes the sole responsibility of stevedoring by
supplying appropriate equipments and a safe
manning scale for higher efficiency and lower
stevedoring costs.

Contact Wharf Manager:
ATAMA BECI — Lautoka Ph 662944
D. KOYANASAU — Levuka Ph 440189

| PORTS AUTHORITY OF FIJI

GPO BOX 780, Suva Fiji, Tel 312700 CABLE: PAF F] TELEX: 2203 FAX 300064.
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In 1990, UNICEF reported the maternal
mortality rate to be on average 800
deaths per 100,000 live births (in the
Hiﬁllands gion — this figure climbed
as high as 1200 deaths per 100,000 live
births). Of all known deliveries (and
many go unreported), 60 cent were
unsupervised. Pg'hild mm!:t:{ity varied
from 30 per 1000 live births (North
Solomons) to 100 per 1000 live births
(Southern Highlands). In 1989, more
than 60 per cent of deaths from pneu-
monia occurred in children less than one
year of age.

Why the high rates of morbidity and
mortality?

Essentially, poor personal hygiene and
inadequate environmental sanitation,
Basic health amenities — clean water
and waste disposal — are absent from as
many as 80 per cent of rural communities
(UNICEF).

Pressure falls on the Government to
improve rural health services. It has
ntroduced many new health develop-
nent programs, often with the technical
ind financial assistance of international
ud organisations.

Recent initiatives in rural health
iervices

Jrganisations currently working with
he Papua New Guinea Department of

 UMICEF, Port
Health education: a growing focus
for health services.

Health introduce programs that increase
provision of capital works, medical
equipment and supplies, and improve
skills training at all levels of the health
system.

ral care: environmental sanitation is an important part of rural health.

Some health programs target specific
issues and concentrate all technical and
financial assistance to the resolution of
such (eg. malaria, malnutrition, STDs/
AIDS, primary health care, leprosy).
Other programs operate on the premise
that health services should be improved
inter-sectorally, through collaborative
effort of all relevant government depart-
ments (education, health, agriculture,
finance and aﬁP!anning, women'’s affairs,
provincial affairs and village services)
and that a broad range of health facilities
and services should be implemented
across as wide an area, and as large a

pulation, as possible. The Rural
Elialth Services Project funded by Asian
Development Bank is an example of this
generalist approach.

The Department of Provincial Affairs
and Village Services, a new arm of the
Wingti government, is a further agency
instrumental in improving the quality of
life of rural people. Tiie department was
established in August 1992 and has a
budget of K90 million for 1993, to be
expended in the delivery of health
education materials and other infor-
mation, as well as training workshops to
foster a self-help approach to improving
health and other essential services in
rural communities.
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UNICEF project: fish pond in Merdi, Southern Highlands Province.

The K90 million budget of the Depart-
ment of Provincial Affairs and Village
Services far exceeds the K30.3 million
allocated to rural health services under
the Department of Health's 1993 budget.

At the March parliamentary sitting,
Minister for Health Francis Koimanrea
tabled a new national health policy —
the first health policy tabled since the
Wingti government came to power last
year. His policy specifically addresses

rural health service delivery and pro-
poses a new level of health institution —
the district hospital. Health centres in
designated rural areas will be upgraded
to hospitals, with doctors, laboratory
technicians and other specialist staff
presiding. This expansion of clinical
services into rural areas is intended to
raise the standard of patient care, to
increase distribution of vaccines, medi-
cines and other essential supplies, and to

boost health education, family planrung
and immunisation programs.

But the policy is not unanimously
accepted. Health extension officers works
ing at rural health centres argue that it's
not an increase in specialist hospital care
which improves the health status of rural
people but rather increases in prevent
ative health services (health education
programs) that target attitude and
behaviour towards personal hygiene
sexual behaviour, etc. Health extensior
officers are already active in preventative
health services and they claim that it’s
this aspect of health care which govern:
ment should be directing its resources
towards. (Post Courier, March 22).

Whatever the policy and procedure
results are needed. The donor commun:
ity consistently pumps financial and
technical assistance into Papua New
Guinea’s public health system. Some o
this as grants, other as long-term loans
This assistance is not unconditional
WHO, UNICEF, UNDFPA, UNDP,
AIDAB, World Bank, Asian Develop,
ment Bank and bilateral aid orgams
ations, such as the Japanese Govern:
ment, demand improvements to public
health services.

E::lor-ﬁmded rural

th
So whamrt.ht:srural health develop:
ment programs currently operating in

Tel: (675) 217311 Fax: (675) 212819

Promoting and fam‘h"tatmg foreign investment in Papua New Guinea.

> PROMOTES — investment by providing information

> ASSISTS — investors in every aspect

2> APPROVES — certification and registration

c:> MONITORS — activities of foreign and national enterprises.
i Investment Pramotmn Authonty
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Papua New Guinea? Let’s look at three
rincipal endeavours — the World
ealth Organisation’s Primary Health

Care Development Program, Asian De-

velopment Bank’s Rural Health Services

Project and UNICEF's Co-operative

Program for Maternal and Child Health.

WHO’s Primary Health Care
Development P am

Introduced in 1980, 1t encourages active
Karticipation of village l{eople in rural

ealth service delivery. Rural communi-
ties, so often remote and voiceless,
experience considerable deprivation in
standards of living and access to central
government resources. Under this pro-
gram, each village undertakes its own
money-making activities (cash crops,
donations) and utilises its own labour (in
a subsistence economy, a valuable re-
source waiting to be utilised) to establish
basic health services (housing,
water tanks, toilets, gardens%.
The end result is a sell-
sufficient unit where village
members take responsibility for
their own basic health care
instead of relying on scarce
resources of government.

An important ideology of the
program is to introduce a
‘bottom up” approach to

health planning and manage-
ment, giving people at the
village ﬂvcl rcsp}fogsibility for
determining the services that
are needeg and how they
should be implemented. The
Village Development Commit-
tee typically comprises a dozen
members, including a village
magistrate/counsellor and
sther chosen, respected figures.
[t plans and monitors com-
nunity development activities,
I'he committees are taught the

Project No 11, costing US$22.8 million.
Between 1986 and 1991, the second rural
health services project upgraded health
facilities and services in tﬁe 14 provinces
excluded from development under ADB
T, P.hysical infrastructure (civil works,
medical equipment, transport, water
supply, sanitation, radio communica-
tions equipment), health worker training
(in-service training, health education
training) and improvements to the
lanning and training sections of the
ational Department of Health were
effected.

In 1992, a third ADB Rural Health
Services Project was launched. It plans to
spend US$26.3 million expanding the
physical infrastructure and institutional
strengthening inputs made under ADB
II, with a major component of the

project to be uﬁading of rural health
ouses in 13 provinces

centres and sta

Children: their education is a priority.

an emphasis on child and maternal
health. UNICEF works with people at
the village level and is a leading agenc
in the training of volunteer vi}lagegbirt

attendants. U%HCEF ’s principal drive is
to reduce child and maternal mortality.

A US$2,693,000 four-year Co-
operative Program was negotiated with
tlfec Papua New Guinea Government in
1987 and ran from 1988 to 1992. More
than 50 per cent of the program budget
was spent on programs concerning im-
munisation, control of diarrhoeal dis-
eases and training of village birth
attendants.

A second co-operative
just been signed for US$10,260, (K13
million). he 1993-1997) program
furthers existing work in increasing child
immunisation and reducing rates of
diarrhoeal diseases, malaria and acute
respiratory infection
(pneumonia). The pro-
gram also furthers health
education and family

rogram has

planning services, and
standards of child and
maternal nutrition. Most
importantly, the pro-

gram aims to reduce
maternal and child mor-
tality.

UNICEF has a Child
Survival and Develop-
ment Program operating
in one rovince,
Southern ighlands.
The CSD program in-
tensifies  immunisation
and diarrhoeal disease
control activities and
also undertakes other
health activities like the
construction of venti-
lated smoke-free houses

UMICEF, Port Morssby .
to promote reduction of

nathematical principles of
lata collection, data analysis
ind basic accounting. They are also
aught management and organisational
kills so that they can dcvtﬁ?}p project
slans, project bu %cts and project moni-
oring systems. lhey learn how to
indertake household ‘surveys to deter-
nine the priority needs of the members
f their community. They brainstorm
vays of raising capital and the most
Tpmpnatc. types of projects to im-
lement, given available community
EsouUrces.

ADB’s Rural Health Services Proj-
ct

sian Development Bank is another
gnificant I‘glayvzr in the race to improve

iral health services. Its financial input
i the t decade exceeds US
tillion. e Rural Health Services

roject commenced in 1982 and dis-
ursed US$12 million over six successive
x ﬁrs tou de rural health services
| tral, Gulf, East Sepik, West Sepik,
[adzmé; Western Highlands and Na-
onal Capital District Provinces.

The first loan was succeeded by a
cond, the ADB Rural Health Services
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Central, Gulf, Western, East Sepik,

ew Ireland, Oro, Manus, Madang,
Morobe, Western Highlands, Southern
Highlands, Eastern Highlands and
Enga). ADB III also aims to improve the
national health information and health
research systems and assist in reviewing
a financial policy to derive more effective
ways of recovering costs from the
country’s four base and 19 other provin-
cial hospitals.

The capital and other inputs of the
Rural Health Services Project are im-
pressive. However, once introduced, how
will these improvements be maintained?
The whole process of rural health service
delivery stands to become more effective
if Village Development Committees are
able to determine rural health priorities
and steer the course for national and
provincial policies on services, supplies,
manpower and training,

UNICEF’s G.o;:lpentive P
for Maternal Child Heal
UNICEF’s program operates in much
the same way as O’s Primary Health
Care Development Program, except with

respiratory  infections
and the distribution of
permethrine-impregnated mosquito nets
to control malaria.

Other donor initiatives

A major Population and Family Plan-
ning Project 1s to be introduced this year,
involving the Papua New Guinea Gov-
ernment and joint donors of the World
Bank, Asian Development Bank and
AIDAB. The USS?B million loan-
financed project will increase and up-
grade capital works, training, equip-
ment, contraceptive supplies, and other
aspects of rural health service for the six
years, 1993 to 1999, This will be one of
the most important development projects
for Papua New Guinea, for without rapid
reduction of the high birth rate and
formidable morbidity statistics, the
country is drained of socio-economic
benefits gained from mining, agriculture
and other income-generating sectors.

The United Nations Family Planni
Association (UNFPA) is to grant USSS.g
million this year for a nationwide
Population and Development Program
— in support of the US$33 m il%n

project.
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Gateway to the World
PNG Harbours Board

Wishes to congratulate the Government of Papua New Guinea on its
“look North Policy’” and acknowledges that we are on hand with 17
ports nationwide to swiftly and safely handle your cargo that the Policy
will generate.

PORTS
* Aitape * Buka * Kieta * Lorengau
* Alotau * Davu * Kimbe * Oro Bay
* Bialla * Kavieng * Lae * Port Moresby
* Rabaul * Samarai * Vanimo * Wewak.

Head Office:
Vg By ok ] PO Box 671, Ports Moresby
HARBOURS Papua New Guinea

Ph (675) 211400

g o Fax (675) 211546 212440
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Culture catches on

Children learn ways
to value and
preserve traditions

BENEATH a tin shed at Gordon's
International Primary School in Port
Moresby, Papua New Guinea,
Michael Tavill is teaching a handful of
children traditional dances. Tavill is an
actor with the country’s National
Theatre Company and he is commit-
ted to the teaching of culture. An
assured actor in his own right, he
spends many hours showing young
children the art of dance,

As the primary school students swing
their bodies and shake strands of shiny
brown seeds in a percussive accompani-
ment, Tavill talks to them of dance and
ts reflection of the spirit. He explains
‘hat dance and movement must come
rom the heart, that whilst there are
raditional movements and sequences,
here is also improvisation and it is up to
he individual to devise his own form of
ell expression. But dance, he tells them,
s a discipline and demands concen-
ration if it is to have any feeling.

Across the playing field, Baruka Tau,
former member of one of Papua New
suinea’s most successful bands, Sanguma,
i teaching young children to make
raditional musical instruments. Small
oys cut pieces of bamboo and strap
fiem together with twine creating tra-
itional flutes. In his classroom, he plays
iano as the children accompany him
ith a Milne Bay song. Traditional
rums and percussion mix with tam-
ourines and triangles. Outside the
assroom and further up the hill, other
udents collect leaves and dig a pit, in
reparation for a traditional mumu, earth
ven,

These events are all part of an
spiring curriculum being developed at
ordons International Primary School,
hich is, at last, combining Papua New
uinea with the western culture which
15 dominated the education system. For
any years most International schools,
hilst largely filled with Papua New
uinea students, have hired expatriate
achers and adhered essentially, to
sstern curriculums. Now, at Gordons,
t International Education Agency,
EA) school, the objective is to provide
| environment in which Papua New
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Muslc class: chiidren learn traditional music.

lems.

Many of the
children at
Gordons Interna-

tional School have
grown up within
an urban environ-
ment, Their
parents have come
from all over the
country and the
children often
have no experience
of village life. Be-
cause of the diverse
cultural and geo-
graphical nature
of the country it
means many chil-
dren in the same
classes will, despite
the fact they may
not know a great
deal about it, have

Guinea culture is valued and seen as
valued. The IEA advocates that school
curriculums in Papua New Guinea
should assist in the recognition and
appreciation of the diversity of Papua
New Guinea culture, they should aim at
helping children understand better their
own heritage and local knowledge,
values and beliefs. It suggests that
students should be encouraged to ap-
preciate the attitudes, skills and values of
Papua New Guinean communities and to
develop skills in inter-cultural interac-
tions, communication and understand-
ing. Strategies outlined by the IEA
suggest that schools might wish to
include topics ranging in diversity from
the uses and effects of science and
technology in the developing nation to a
teaching of customs relating to significant
life stages, for example birth, marriage
and death. What is going on at Gordons
is exemplary, the curriculum shows
initiative and celebrates the cultural
richness to be found within Papua New
Guinea itself. Learning about their own
traditional heritage helps children,
largely brought up in urbanised Port
Moresby, to understand their own cul-
tural heritage and develop a stronger
sense of their own identity — an issue of
great importance, in times of such radical
social transition; times in which many
urban youth, unemployed and with no
real sense of belonging, give rise to the
countries ongoing law and order prob-

very different cul-

tural heritage. The courses, specifically
those involving cultural practices, are
attempting, not only to put children in
touch with cultural traditions in danger
of being lost, such as dance and the
making of musical instruments, but also
to teach them more about each other and
their differences. In the middle of a dance
class Tavill pauses to ask the children
where they are from, many appear
unsure. In response, he outlines an
assignment for the following week — to
ask their parents about where they are
from, their customs and lives back in the
village and be ready 1o talk about it the
following week. He, like Tau and many
of the other Papua New Guinean
teachers involved, promote not only a
greater general cultural awareness but
encourage children to teach each other
about their different cultural back-
grounds.

So far this new approach has brought
with it encouraging results and one
would hope that more schools, not only
in Papua New Guinea but throughout
the Pacific area will appreciate the
importance of juxtaposing elements of
traditional education with that of the
imposed western curricula.

The combination can only enhance
the education system and encourage a
richer experience for both students and
teachers, providing urban children with
a deeper sense of their own heritage.

O
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Manu Samoa- in rhe rmck of things against Scotland at the 1991 Wor.fd Cup quarrer—

final.

PERKINS
CAT
CUMMINS
DETROIT
VOLVD
YANMAR

psolfs
o Marine Dlesel Traders

& TRANSMISSIONS

54 Banya St., Bulimba. Q. 4171
Ph: (07) 899 1?99 Fax: (07) 899 1868
A/Hrs (07) 399 9791

NEW & USED DIESELS AND TRANSMIS

MARINE EQUIPMENT * TRADES ACCEF
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Rughy

By Harris Choy of NZPA

IN the eastern countries they talk
about modernisation as westernising.

In Pacific islands rugby, it used to be
similar with the Samoans, the Tongans
and the Rarotongans looking westwards
to Fiji for the modern approach to the
game — until 1991.

All that changed after the second
World Cup in 1991. Island rugby power
started to drift eastward from Fiji.

It has now anchored firmly in Western
Samoa, or Manu Samoa as they call
themselves, and Tonga.

Vanuatu, the Solomons, New Cale-
donia perhaps remain the minnows. Now
Fiji has joined that group.

Fiji minnow? What else can it be
regarded as after failing to qualify for the
1995 World Cup?

The deterioration of the nation that
rated between six and eight in the 1987
Cup to about 20 in six years is indeed a
sorry tale, Western Samoan coach Peter
Schuster believes.

When the Fijian decline started after
the 1987 Cup, experts believed rugby on
the island had become static; the rest of
the world was moving ahead but not Fiji.

The experts were wrong, or so it
seemed. Fijian rugby wasn’t static but
rather slipping. Now it has hit
rockbottom.

In that doom and gloom the only
glimmer of hope is New Zealand Rugby
Football Union recognition.

The NZRFU seems generous in allo-
cating Fiji a brief tour here next year
while accommodating South Africa and
France.

But the message remains clear from
New Zealand — no Test. It’s not worth
it in monetary and competition terms.

“It’s really sad to see them. out of the
next World Cup,” Schuster says.

He truly feels for Fijian rugby. It was
the team that contributed much towards
his development as a player and then as
coach. |
In the late 1960s, the Fijians used to
whip the Samoans and Tongans in fierce |
rugby battles.

Then came a time when the Fijians
showed arrogance by insisting their |
second XV should play in the South
Pacific Games in which Samoa and
Tonga competed enthusiastically.

Fiji said its first XV was too strong for
the games countries, and they were quite
right.

Fijian rugby was riding high then on
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ower moves east

With Fiji in doldrums

the powerbase now
is Western Samoa

the shoulders of a few with vision — one
or two locals and a number of expatriates
like a former English lock Brian
Wightman, lawyer Barrie Sweetman,
Kiwi engineer Bob Lendrum and hotel-
er Andrew Thomson. There were others.

These men had the rugby contacts
ifshore, brought in helpers — coaches,
eferees, matches — from New Zealand
ind Australia, and when they could find
myone who could contribute.

In obtaining former Waikato coach
seorge Simpkin's services they staged a
ugby coup — it came only a few months
efore Sitiveni Rabuka, a colonel in
hose days, staged the real one with
116s.

But that 1987 Cup success in New
caland when the Fijians reached the
uarter-final against France, made some
1gby followers at home rather envious.

They wanted to take over the game in
i€ country and Rabuka’s coup did
mtribute to their successful attempt as
en like Wightman and Simpkin left the
wntry.

Newcomers were finding that rughby
Iministration was not the glamorous
b it had seemed. It was a thankless,
paid full-time routine that even
iewed into their work hours apart from
¢ voluntary time they were putting in.
The difficult task facing them was
aintaining the development pro-
ammes that had been set out by their
edecessors. And that required money
tich had steadily drained from the
ffers but never as well replenished.

Players are now openly blaming the
art’s administrators, the amount of
litics brought into the game, the power
uggle and those involved without their
arts’ real desire.

‘They probably need a complete clean
" Schuster observed.

de had seen how the playing and
iching personnel had changed so
ickly game after game in the past three
(rs.

‘When we played them this year, they
e a very good team. We struggled
tinst them in the lineouts and set
ces. They were still very competitive.
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Supremacy battle: Fiji vs Western Samoa
in Suva last year. Samoa won 20-16.

When they played Tonga in Fiji a week
later I heard they had made five changes
to the team. I knew they wouldn’t win,”

he said.

In a return match Fiji did win back
some pride by beating Tonga, but not by
enough points to secure a place in South
Africa in 1995,

One theory looked upon as the reason
for Fiji's decline is the enormous empha-
sis on sevens rugby. But rugby thinkers
like Schuster and former All Black Bryan
Williams believe the abbreviated game,
if harnessed properly, should help the 155
game.

Even in the sevens game the Samoans
are superior, and the Hong Kong
tournament confirmed it.

Where does that leave Fiji rugly
overall?

In a broken, d.pressed state with
players looking for league contracts
following the meteoric rise of Noa
Nadruku with the high-profile Canberra
Raiders?

“It's very possible about that artrac-
tion to league. That should be prevented
because it won't only be a loss o Fiji
rugby or Pacific island rugby but a
shame to rugby itself in the area and as
a whole,” Schuster says. O

Ph (09) 5799049

NOAOANANNENNNNN
BITUMIX EMOLEUM

10 years of exporting quality

Bitumen and Bituminous Emulsions
to the South Pacific

Ring us or contact us for quotations

Emoleum (A Trading Division of Bitumix Ltd)
882 Great South Road, Penrose, P.0. Box 12062, Penrose, Auckland.

New Zealand

Fax (09) 5251255
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Manu Samoa:

i# S

riding a crest of confidence after the New Zealand tour.

DESPITE being given a hard lesson in
the world of *big boy’ rugby, the Western
Samoans showed that in their current
form they could take on any team in the
world and have a fair chance of winning.

At Eden Park on July 31, the islanders
went down 35-13 to ruthless All Blacks
efficiency in the first Test played between
the two countries. In the final match of
their New Zealand tour Manu Samoa, or
“warriors of Samoa”, put in maximum
effort in the bruising encounter but a lack
of discipline gave away points.

The awesome boot of Grant Fox
landed seven penalty goals and two
conversions to notch 25 points and
punish the Samoans for the many
infringements. Manu Samoa also kicked
away a lot of possession which the All
Blacks capitalised on. The All Blacks
dominated the tight and loose forward
play, had a lot more control in the rucks
and mauls and repeatedly pushed the
Samoan scrum back.

But despite some weaknesses in critical
areas, Manu Samoa has shown during its
New Zealand tour that it will be a force
to reckon with in the 1995 World Cup in
South Africa. Also, the team met an All
Black side that is taking on that awesome
look again, having just won a series
against the British Lions and crushed
Australia in July.

60 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY — SEPTEMBER,

Manu Samoa captain Peter Fatialofa
said his side did its best and the team
would be back next year. Fatialofa, like
many other members of the Western
Samoan side, is based in Auckland.

The Western Samoans’ Kiwi tour has
been criticised for having too many soft
games which did not really allow the

Manu Samoa takes
on devastating form
after a bruising but
educational tour

of New Zealand

islanders’ strength to be gauged properly.
Against lowly Poverty Bay for example,
Manu Samoa was held to seven tries by
a team at the bottom of New Zealand’s
second division. The Samoans won 53-6
in an unconvincing performance in a
game full of errors and penalties which
reappeared during the Test.

When Manu Samoa came up against
the strong New Zealand XV side — its
first real opposition — it went down
37-13. Despite leading 8-6 at the break

1993

Spirited adolescent

the Samoans had no answer to the New
Zealand XV's rolling mauls in the second
half.

But all criticism aside the warriors of
Samoa are undoubtedly the best side in
the Pacific — outside of Australia and
New Zealand — leaving the two other
powers of Pacific rugby, Fiji and Tonga,
with a lot of catching up to do. During
its recent tour it displayed a brilliant
brand of broken play — which got it to|
the quarter-final of the 1991 World Cup
— as it left a number of hapless New|
Zealand teams in its wake. This included
a record 128-0 win over Marlborough.

So while Manu Samoa — described by
one sports writer as “‘world rugby’s
spirited adolescent” — has a lot of work
to do before it threatens the “adult™
teams, it had better not be taken lightly
in 1995.

At the 1991 World Cup they appeared
from nowhere to grab the attention of the
rugby world by defeating Wales and
Argentina to qualify for the quarter-
finals, These magnificent wins had the
spotlight focussed on the Samoans off the:
field as the British press ran stories on
Western Samoa the country and maps
showing where it was. Manu Samoa had
emerged as a major rugby power.
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Pan Pacific’'s best: champion Steven
Jones with South Pacific federation chief
Warren Langman

Bodybuilding
for 1995
Pacific Games

SJODYBUILDING will be contested for
he first time at the South Pacific Games
n Tahiti in 1995. The sport was recently
dopted within the charter of the Games
ouncil. In another development, Inter-
ational Olympic president Juan An-
anio Samaranch has met International
‘ederation of Bodybuilders president Dr
en Weider.

Samaranch discussed with Dr Weider
1e strong possibility of Olympic recog-
ition for the sport in the near future.
he first South Pacific bodybuilding
mtest will take place in Rarotonga,
ook Islands, on September 24 at the
ational auditorium. The patron for this
rent is the Ngereteina Puna, Cook
lands Minister for Health and Educa-
on. South Pacific Games chairman
apoleon Spitz and Games president
:uli Paul Wallwork are both supportive
" the sport which is regarded as a
althy pursuit for both young and old.
Meanwhile, the island nations are
aring up for the Mini South Pacific
mes which will be hosted by Vanuatu
December.

Participating countries are likely to
ad in their strongest contingents as part

their buildup to the 1995 Tahiti

imes.
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Top award: Samaranch (left) receives his award from Weider

Designed for
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unique conlgons.
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Toothbrushe

American cruisers
bring oral care
supplies to isolated
Northern Cook Islands

By Sally Andrew

CRUISERS have joined the fight
against tooth decay in the South Pacific.
This year, toothbrushes, toothpaste and
transportation were donated by several
American yachties transiting the Cook
Islands.

At the Rarotonga Hospital in January,
American yachtie Roy Ciappini pres-
ented Dr Wolfgang Losackcr‘ of the
Cook Islands Ministry of Health, with
300 toothbrushes and two cases of
toothpaste. Ciappini had read
Toothbrushes for Paradise, a report pub-
lished in an American yachting maga-
zine which recommended that cruisers
bring basic medical and personal health
supplies as gifts for the islanders.
Ciappini thought the advice was good,
and so he contacted several American
companies and told them of the situation
in the northern group of the Cook
Islands. The donated products were
brought over with him on his recent visit.

Two other Americans, Fred and Jean
Shaw from a boating club in Washington
state, also donated toothbrushes and
toothpaste.

Donations will go to school children on
the islands of Penrhyn, Pukapuka and
Manihiki, according to’ the Cook Islands
News. Sadly, “Cook Islanders living in
the northern group do not come by the
luxury of owning their own toothbrush as
casily as those living in the southern

Johny NEAL

Island calls: Dr Wolfang Losacker examines a young girl’s teeth on the Cooks.

group ... toothbrushes and paste are not
available for purchase in the islands’
stores, [so] the donation has been
received like gold™.

Helping with the delivery of medical
supplies and services is John Neal, owner
of the 42-foor Hallberg Rassy ketch
Mahina Tiare — an expedition sail
training vessel. Neal has been sailing in
the South Pacific for nearly two decades.
He met Dr Wolfgang Losacker last year
on Manihiki Island. At that time Dr
Losacker initiated a World Health
Organisation-sponsored medical survey
of the outer islands — checking for

Subcriptions: 25 issues

Send
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Address
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expectly streamlined and obtainabie nowhere else.

subcriber; $A175 overseas, all airmailed. Payment by
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payment to: The South Sea Digest, GPO Box 4245,
Sydney, NSW 2001, Australia.
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tuberculosis, leprosy, heart disease, skin
diseases and dental problems. Last year,
Dr Losacker was given the op;;ortunil_v
of joining Neal aboard Mahina Tiare and
selecting which island in the Northern
Cooks they should visit. Thanks to Neal,
Dr Losacker was able to personally meet
all 750 inhabitants on Penrhyn, all 950
residents of Pukapuka, and other pa-
tients on Manihiki.

On Penrhyn Island, Dr Losacker was
assisted by Dr Art Vall-Spinosa, one of|
Mabhina ;'iare’s expedition members.
Dorit, a Danish cruising woman and
registered nurse aboard the yacht Ondine|
lent a helping hand. Crew member Al
Mabher, of gan Francisco, brought a gross.
toothbrushes and toothpaste which he
donated to the school princi on
Penrhyn. Crew woman T C Vollum, o_q
Portland, Oregon, donated a case of
Betadine antibacterial scrub solution
which was split up among six clinics.

The program was such a success that
Mahina Tiare and Dr Losacker will team
up again this winter. This visit will mark
the Efth time in 10 years that Mahina
Tiare has brought needed and requested
medical sup[plies to the isolated Northe
Cook islands.

Inter-island traffic in the Cook Islandﬂ
is difficult. Only a few of the islands have
sporadic air service, and contact on other
islands, such as Pukapuka, is by freighter
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for paradise

only with up to six
months between
visits which are gen-
erally of too shorr a
duration to provide
adequate  health
care for the island-
ers.

Dr Losacker's
goal for 1993 was to
provide a tooth-
brush for each child
in the Northern
Cook Islands. He
asks vachties sailing
to Rarotonga bring
their donation to
him at the
Rarotonga  Hos-
pital, P O Box 109,
Rarotonga, Cook
Islands. Telephone
682-26-664. Ten
yvears ago Dr
Losacker started a
program where
each school child
had his own tooth-
brush and every
day after lunch
students would
brush their teeth for

DELIVERY TIME: Mahina Tiare brings the goods.

several minutes.
Dental health was
much better among children who were able
‘o continue the program. Unfortunately,
many of the schools ran out of toothbrushes
ieveral years ago.

In addition 1o toothbrushes and
oothpaste, the isolated Northern Cooks are
n need of oral antibiotics such as penicillin,
unpicilling tetracycline, bactrim,
loxacillin, augmentin, cephalosporin,
fentamycin, prednisone, hydrocortisone,

‘ental health: a priority with Penrhyn's
chool children.
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Panadol and sterile dressings, gauze and
other items. Contributions can be shipped
to Dr Wolfgang Losacker via airmail in
care of Rarotonga Hospital, or to Mahina
Tiare Sailing ExPedilinns, Box 1596, Fri-
day Harbor, WA 98250 206-378-6131.
Used school textbooks are another item of
great value to the Cook islanders.

FiJl experience
JIM and Ann Cate of the yacht Insatiable,
out of San Francisco, have been cruising in
the Pacific for nearly 10 years. They love
it. But what to do while cruising to help the
locals?

“The best gift is to simply bring along
whatever skills vou have and teach them to
others, or perform a service they can't.
People are genuinely grateful and you can
really feel like you've helped them. The
business about taking gifts is tricky. Sure,
everybody likes to give them and the locals
like to receive them, but it doesn’t really
cure anything or have a long term impact.
I got involved with a school in Fiji where
the entire power grid for the island
consisted of two small Honda generators,
both of which were broken I told the people
I'd be happy to try and fix them. They
showed me their “tool kit”" which consisted
of a Phillips screwdriver, a crescent wrench
and a couple of box wrenches. A gift of a
few appropriate tools to these people was

far more significant than a couple of
T-shirts.”

At another village in Fiji, Jim let on that
he was pretty good at fixing things,

“During the next few days I never saw
so many outboards and generators in my
life. These people don’t have much money,
and for many of them an outhoard is a
lifetime investment. I fixed one for a chap
whose outboard hadn’t run in two years.
When it started up, he had tears in his eves.
It was a big thing for him — and for me.”

ATTENTION YACHTIES

SHELL FUELING FACILITIES
Shell Fiji Ltd. 1s offering the best in name
brand lubricants and quality fuel in:

Savusavu, Levuka, Suva.
Shell Fiji Limited

Telephone 113833 Fas: 302279

(_5%// 15 pest
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Money matters are nothing
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For hundreds of years we Solomon Islanders have used traditional money
like the examples above. But times do change and although the use of
"Kastom Mani" is still a very important part of our culture, at times we
need special services and expertise in our financial dealings with a wider
world. The National Bank of Solomon Islands can provide such services
and expertise - we know the importance of sound financial management.
After all, we are carrying on a tradition centuries old .

NATIONAL BANK OF SOLOMON ISLANDS Limited

Head Office: Mendana Avenue, Honiara
PO Box 37, Honiara, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands
Tel: (677) 21874 Fax: (677) 23478

:
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Shipping
Schedules

New Zealand - Fiji direct

Sofrana  Unilines operates a  fully
containerised/breakbulk service every 21 days
from Auckland, Tauranga, Lyttleton to Suva
and Lautoka. Loading every 21 days, ro/ro
service, containers - reefer. Contact Sofrana
Unilines, Sofrana House, 101 Customs Streel,
Auckland, PO Box 3614, Fax (09) 393874, Ph
(09) 773279, Tix NZ 2313, Direct toll free line
0800 659-922, Contact Alan Foote. Compass
Shipping Agencies, PO Box 921 Wellington, Tel
(04) 382 B206, Fax (04) 3828239, Tix NZ 4769
Contact Steve Brannigan. Sofrana Unilines
Agencies, PO Box 22046 Christchurch, Tel (03)
366 7180, Fax (03) 366 8868, TLX NZ4789,
Contact Tony Newell. Carpenters Shipping,
Private Mail Bag, Suva, Fiji, Tel (679) 312244,
Fax (679) 301572, Tix FJ 2199 Sofrana Unilines,
Suva, Fiji, Tel (679) 315645, Fax (679) 300057.

Australia - Fiji direct

Sofrana  Unilines operates a container
sreakbulk  service every three weeks from
Melbourne, and Sydney to Lautoka and Suva.
Jontact Sofrana Unilines (Aust) Pty Lid, PO
dox 136, Queen Victoria Building, Sydney,
NSW 2000, Australia, Tel (02) 2648944, Fax
02) 2676547, Tlx (71) A170090, Contact Sam
Artaway| George Lopez.

Delams Australia Pty Ltd. 474 Flinders Street,
velbourne. Tel (03) 614 1344, Fax (03) 629
957,

Carpenters Shipping, Suva, Tel (679) 312244,

Fax (679) 301572. Sofrana Unilines Suva, Tel
(679) 315 645, Fax (679) 300057. Carpenters
Shipping, Lautoka, Tel (679) 663988, Fax (679)
664896. Sofrana Unilines, Lautoka Tel (679)
662921, Fax (679) 664896.

Australia - Fiji monthly service

Sofrana Unilines (Australia) Pty Lid operates
a regular monthly service with MV Capitaine
Wallis. Contact Sofrana Unilines, Sydney, Tel
(02) 2648944, TIx AAI70090, Fax (02)
267-6547. Carpenters Shipping, Suva, Fiji, Tel
(679) 312244, Fax (679) 301572, Sofrana
Unilines, Suva, Fiji Tel (679) 315645, Fax (679)
300057. Carpenters Shipping, Lautcka, Tel
(679) 63988, Fax (679) 664896. Sofrana Uni-
lines, Lautoka, Fiji, Tel (679) 662921, Fax (679)
664896,

Far-East - Fiji Service

New Guinea Pacific Line (NGPL) operates a
monthly service accepting containerised and
break-bulk cargoes from Manila, Keelung,
Kuoshiung, Hong Kong, Lac to Suva, Lautoka
(via Suva).

Contact Carpenters Shipping Suva, Fiji, tel
(679) 312244, fax (679) 301572. New Zealand
Unit Express, Maritime Building, 2-10 Customs
House Quay, PO Box 890, Wellington, Tel
727865, Cables Enzue Man, Wellington, Tlx
NZ31340 Nedlnz or Nedllovd Swire Pty Lid,
Sydney, Tel 20522,

Japan - South Pacific Service
Same as Burns Philp

Japan - South Pacific Service - Kyowa
Shipping Co Ltd

Kyowa Shipping, Shipping Co Ltd provides a
monthly service from Hong &ong 10 main ports

_ LEASING COMPANY

MATSON LEASI... ... ..f
PTY LIMITED

announce
the opening of their Sydney office

|

'3 1508 00154718 6

Contact: Mike Davis

Matson Leasing Company Pty Limited
Suite 902, 110 Sussex St., Sydney
Tel: (02) 299 2988 Fax: (02)
N.Z. Tel: 0800 44 1568

99 3113
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of Japan, Saipan, Guam, Island ports, Lautoka,
Suva via Nukualofa to Page Pago and Apia.
Contact Carpenters Shipping, Neptune House,
3/4 floor, Toluaa Street, Walu Bay, Suva. Tel
312244, Fax 301572, Tix FJ2199.

- Pacific Service

Nedlloyd offers cargo services from Continen-
tal Ports to Papeete, Fiji, New Caledonia and
Doniambo on slot basis with Bank line. Contact
Nedlloyd (Aust) Pty Lid, Spring Street, Sydney,
Tel 273801. Carpenters ghipping, Suva, tel
312244, Tix FJ2199, Fax 301572. Carpenters
Shipping, Lautoka, Tel 663988, Tlx FJ5215, Fax
664896.

South East Asia - Fiji Service

Nedlloyd Lines Service (Wellington, New
Zealand) operates regular fast cargo service from
Jakarta, l?tc Keclang, Singapore, Bangkok,
Surubaya via Auckland to Suva and Lautoka.
Contact Carpenters Shipping, Suva, Tel 312244,
Tix FJ2199, Fax 301572, Carpenters Shipping,
Lautoka Tel 663988, Tlx F]J5215, Fax 663988
Nedlloyd New Zealand, Wellington Tel (04) 472
7864, Fx (04 473 9201

South East Asia - Mid South Pacific

Columbus Line operates a regular container
and breakbulk-heavy liflt service fromfto
Hongkong/ Taiwan/Manila/Singapore/Malay-
sia/Thailand/Indonesia o Port Moreshy/Lae/
Rabaul/Kimbe/Madang/Newark/Honiara and
Noro. Contact Express %reight, Lae, POB 3398,
phone 423913 or 423822, fax 425193,

Far East - Mid South Pacific

China Navigations New Guinea Pacific Line
operates a regular container and breakbulk
heavy lift service from Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Manila, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand o Port
Moresby, Lae, Rabaul, Kieta and Honiara.
Cargo from the same eastern ports to the South
Pacific Ports of Noumea, Santo, Vila, Papeete,
PagoPago, Apia, Nukualofa, Rarotonga and
Tarawa will be shipped via Japan or Busan on
the monthly Bali Hai Service. Contact Steam-
ships Shipping, Port Moresby, PO Box 634, Tel
220283 or 220289. Tasman Asia operate a
20-day frequency fixed date service, shipping
breakbulk and containerised cargoes from
Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong 1o Suva
and Lautoka (via Suva). Fiji agents are Forum
Shipping Agencies in Suva, Tel 315444, and
Lautoka 660577.

Australia - New Caledonia - Fiji - Samoas
- Tonga

Pacific Forum Line operates a fully
containerised service (general, reefer and ro-ro)
from Sydney and Brisbane to Noumea, Lautoka,
Suva, Apia, Pago Pago, Nuku'alofa, Sydney.
Cargo centralised from Adelaide and Mel-
bourne. Contact: Pacific Forum Line, PO Box
796, Auckland; Union Bulkships, 333 George St,
Sydney, Brishane and Melbourne; Union Co,
Lautoka; Pacific Forum Line, Suva, Nuku'alofa;
Pacific Forum Line, Apia; Polynesia Shipping,
Pago Pago. Sofrana Unilines operates a roro/
container service every three weeks from Mel-
bourne, Sydney and Brisbane to Noumea, Suva
and Lautoka with transhipment to the Samoas
and Tonga.

New Zealand - Australia - PNG - Solomon
Islands

Pacific Forum Line operates a containerised
and re-ro service from Lyttleton, Napier and
Auckland to Brisbane, Port Moresby, Lae,
Honiara, Brisbane then to New Zealand.
Contact: Pacific Forum, Auckland, Christ-
church; Union Bulkships, Brisbane; Steamships
Shipping Port Moresby and Lae Sullivan Ltd,
Honiara; Seabridge, Wellington.
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NZ - Fiji

Translink Pacific Shipping Fiji Agents
are: Campbells Shipping Agency Ltd, Ph
314189 Fax 300144 Suva; Ph 662231 Fax
662251 Lautoka. Auckland Agents:
McKay Shipping Ph (9) 390229 Fax (9)
3032931. Tauranga Agents, seatrade
agencies Ph (73] 754989 Fax (75)
758380.

NZ - Fiji - Pago - Apia - Nuk

Translink Pacific Shipping operates a
monthly sailing with Polynesian Link,
which carries Dry Container, reefers and
breakbulk cargoes. NZ Agents McKay
Shipping Shipping AKLD Ph 390229,
Fax 3032931. Fiji Agents Campbells
Shipping Agency & ltd Ph 314189 Fax
300144

NZ - Noumea - Wallis - Futuna

Translink Pacific Agency operate a
container Breakbulk service once a
month from NZ through Fiji and

Noumea to Wallis & Futuna.

South East Asia - Fiji - Noumea -
Papeete - Chile Service

“Seaspac” A joint Chilean CCNI/
CSALU Service offers a regular monthly
sailing from Djakarta and Singapore to
Noumea, Fiji, Papeete, and Chile. Cargo
also tederated to Singapore from Korea,
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia, Bang-

kok. Fiji Agents: Campbells Shipping
Agency Ltd, ph. 314189, Fax 300144.

Australia - Fiji Service

Barbican Line operate a monthly
container service from Australia to Fiji.
Fiji Agents — Campbells Shipping
Agency Ltd Ph 314189 Fax 300144.

Australia - Fiji - Noumea - Vila -
Santa

Marsmond Express Lines operate a
breakbulk service from Goodwood
Island Australia to Fiji, Noumea, Vila
Santo and Honiara. Continuous receiv-
ing depots in Sydney and Brishane
enable this vessel to bring cargoes from
these parts. Fiji Agents — Campbells
Shipping Agency Ltd, ph. 314189, Fax
300144. Brisbane Agents — Shippings &

Marketing Ph (7] 2628082. Sydney
Agents Seabord Agencies (2]
3172325,

Australia - New Caledonia - Fiji -
Hawaii - North America

ACT Pace Pacific (ACTA Shipping)
operates a fully containerised /break bulk
service every 17-20 from Melbourne,
Sydney, Brisbane to Noumea, Suva and
Lautoka. The vessels continue on to the
West Coast of North America calling
Honolulu at frequent intervals, Ships are
ACT and ACT 12. Contacts: ACTA Pry

KYOWA

FROM ©JAPAN
COKOREA
OTAIWAN
o THAILAND

TO OSAIPAN
OFEDERATED STATES
OF MICRONESIA
OMARSHAL ISLANDS
OAMERICAN SAMOA
CNEW CALEDONIA

aFIJI

HEAD OFFICE

OSAKA OFFICE

Liner Service to Paciffic Islands

6ih Figor . Mikushima Bidg  2-3 Hamamatsucho 2-chome Minato-ku. Tokyo 105 Japan
Phone: 03(417)2885 (Rep | Cables: "MARIOUEEN Tokyo Telex: 242-4651 Kyowa J

Dai San Fuji Bldg 3-13 lachibori 1-chome, Osaka 550
Phone; 06(533)3821 (Rep | Cables: MARIQUEEN' Osaka Telex: 525-6271 Ssiosa J

KYOWA
SHIPPING
CO..LTD.

OHONG KONG
OSINGAPORE
OPHILIPPINES
OMALAYSIA
OINDONESIA

OGUAM

OYAP

OPALAU

OWESTERN SAMOA
©SOLOMON ISLANDS
OVANUATU

OPAPUA NEW GUINEA

Ltd, Sydney Ph 2869666, Tx 121369, Fx
2869610. ACTA Pty Lid, Melbourne Ph.
6112000, Tx 30949, Fx 6293055. ACTA
Pty Ltd, Brisbane Ph 2213116m Tx
40719, Fx 2298143. SATO, Noumea Ph
281122, Tx 3163, Fx 278532. Burns Philp|
Shipping, Suva Ph 311777, Tx 2168, Fx|
301127; Burns Philp Shipping, Lautoka
Ph 660777, Tx 5146, Fx 665850, '

West Coast of North America - Fiji
- New Zealand

Blue Star Line Pacific Coast Service|
operates a fully containerised /break bulk|
service every 23 days from Vancouver,
Seattle, San Francisco, Los Angeles to
Pago Pago, Suva and New Zealand
ports. The vessels continue to call Suva
on the Northbound voyage from New,
Zealand every fortnight to pick up Fiji,
exports such as garments, fresh ginger,
ete. for Hawaii and West Coast of North
America ports. Blue Star Line also
provides a through service to East Coast
to North America. Ships are Wellington
Star, Southland Star and California
Star. South Pacific Inter Line operates a
direct service between US/Canada, West
Coast, Hawaii, South Pacific islands,
Papua New Guinea and Queensland.
Container, refrigerator cargo, break bulk
and heavy lift. Contacts: Carpenters
Shipping, Suva, Tel (679) 302244, Fx
(679) 301572, South Pacific Inter Line
Ltd, World Trade Centre, Vancouver
BC, Canada, Tel (604) 6411325, Fx
(604) 6411395. Blue Star Line, San
Francisco Ph 9282026, Tx 184925, Fx
6730355; Blue Star Line, Vancouver Ph
6817300, Tx 0451326, Fx 6835797;
Interocean Steamship Corp, Seattle Ph
6829820, Tx 321101, Fx 3437421; Blue
Star Line, Los Angeles Ph 5970454, Tx
408564, Fx 5978710, New Zealand Line,
Wellington. Ph 739029, Tx 3583, Fx
4992468; New Zealand Line, Auckland
Ph 390965, Tx 2556, Fx 3032039; Burns
Philp Shipping, Suva Ph 311777, Tx
2168, Fx 301127; Burns Philp Shipping,
Lautoka Ph 660777, Tx 5146, Fx 665850.

Japan - South Pacific Service

Bali Hai Line a joint service of China
Navigation. Mitsui OSK Line and NYK
Line operates a fully containerised/break
bulk service from Korea, Japan to South
Pacific ports on a monthly basis serving

orts of Pusan, Kobe, Nagoya, Yoko-
Eama, Tarawa, Lautoka, Suva, Apia,
Pago Pago. Papeete, Nuku'alofa, Nou-
mea, Vila, Santo. The ships are also fully
specialised to carry vehicles on rofro
basis. Ships are Coral Islander and
Pacific Islander. Contacts: John Swire &
Sons, Tokyn Ph 32300220, Tx 22248, Fx
3239288; Nippon Yusen Kaisha, Tokyo
Ph 3284515, Tx 22236, Fx 32846332;
Misul OSK Lines, Tokyo Ph 35877086,
Tx 22266, Fx 35877732; Burns Philp |
Shipping, Suva (C/Islander) Ph 311777,
Tx 2168, Fx 301127; Carpenters ShlEi-
ping, Suva (P/Islander) Ph 312244,
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Lets get fresh!

At last:

Solomon Islands
very own beer.
LER GRS
difference
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Introducing the All New Mitsubishi Galant—
Beautifully Engineered for the Way You Drive

Although the new Galant is probably the most hand-
some new ‘car on the road, its true beauty lies in its
sheer driveability. It's probably the first car ever that
gives you the freedom to drive exactly how you
choose. With a sporty, dynamic personality, it has
the energy to set your adrenaline flowing when you
want to drive for fun. Yet for an effortless drive
home at the end of a long day, it has the smoothness
and comfort you'd expect in a quality saloon. Quite
how you drive the new Galant is entirely up to you.

The key to the new Galant's versatile performance
is All Wheel Control, a unique approach to car design
that puts your needs first. It works on the principle
that every move a car makes, from accelerating to
cornering, depends on how well yowr aims get
passed to the road—and that hinges on all four
wheels working as effectively as they can, to direct,
manipulate and control. With true communication
between you and the road, the new Galant guaraniees

total control with quicker, safer and more responsive
performance than ever before imaginable.

The All Wheel Control vision is brought to reality
in the new Galant by some of the most advanced
automotive technology ever developed. From the
first ever four wheel multi-link suspension system
on a front engine, front wheel drive car to some
of the world's most intelligent computer control
systems, the Galant boasts breakthroughs that ensure
a smooth, responsive drive in any conditions, And
with a range of newly developed 1.8-litre SOHC
to 2.0-litre V6 DOHC multi-valve engines, you can
count on the power for the freedom to drive as
you choose.

Discover the meaning of driving freedom with
the new Mitsubishi Galant—and feel how All Wheel
Control sets you apart from the crowd.

Mitsubishi Motors and drivers who care—creating
together,

The All New
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MITSUBISHI GALANT
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