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Compact but big.

It used to be simple. In order to gain the maximum amount of interior space, cars necessarily had to have big bodies.

But then people also wanted compact family cars that were easier to handle and performed better. It came down to making a hard choice. Till Honda decided to challenge this state of affairs. Honda aimed to give people a lot of room in a small car that was easy to handle. So from the very start, Honda designed the Civic Sedan to realize an automotive goal that was considered virtually impossible—going for a compact body that would permit the maximum possible interior space to be realized.

And that's where Honda's MM philosophy makes the difference. It advocates minimum space for mechanisms and maximum space for utility. Honda's no-compromise approach combines superior performance with mechanical parts designed for compactness and high-density integration. Take the 12-valve engine for instance. Engineered for high power, it's also compact, durable, and economical. How about the high-performance suspension?

Light and compact, it takes up minimal space, allowing the car to have a lower, sleeker hood. Honda made the most effective use of available space wherever possible, leaving a generous interior space to ensure passenger comfort. That means plush, roomy seating for four adults with ample legroom for all. Take a look at the trunk. Deep and wide, it opens up right from the bumper line to take all the effort out of loading. Even the rear seatback folds down for extra loading convenience.

The end result is a deceptively orthodox sedan with a significantly higher level of driving enjoyment.

Compact but big. A paradox Honda challenged and solved. The Honda way. 0 cc fill Equipment may vary in some countries. m , am i . ass m ■- > _ : 111 ■ : mi - In 1986, Williams/Honda won the Formula I Constructors' Championship. In 1987, Honda's Formula I engines will power both Williams and Lotus. Thuswe will continue to polish our expertise at the pinnacle of automotive technology.

Canon !<:< HI Mobil M AUSTRALIA: Honda Australia Pty, Ltd. Lot 95 Sharps Road, Tullamarine, Victoria 3043; Bennett Honda Pty., Ltd. 250 Victoria Road, Wetherill Park, N.S.W. 2164/NEWZEALAND: NZMC Limited Manners Plaza, 57-65 Manners St., Wellington/PAPUA NEW GUINEA: Toba Pty, Ltd. RO. Box 503, Port Moresby /TAHITI: Honda Distribution S.A.R.L. B.P 1665, Papeete/KIRIBATI: Atoll Motor & Marino Services PO. Box 49, Bairiki Tarawa, Republic of Kiribati/U.S. TRUST TERRITORY: United Micronesia Development Association PO. Box 235, CHRB Saipan CM 96950/COOK ISLANDS: Cook Islands Motor Centre Ltd. PO. Box 74, Rarotonga/GUAM: Mark’s Motor Co., Inc. PO. Box DV, Agana/WESTERN SAMOA: Motor Distributors (Samoa) Ltd. PO. Box 576, Apia/SOLOMON ISLANDS: Lee Kwok Kuen & Co., Ltd. PO. Box 537 Homara/NEW CALEDONIA: Societe Du Chalandage 8, Rue de la somme-B.P. 97, Noumea/NAURU: Nauru Cooperation Republic of Nauru/FIJI: Coral Island Motors Ltd. Robertson Road, Suva, Fiji/ AMERICAN SAMOA: Holiday Motors, Parts and Service PO. Box 968, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799; Heleck’s Service Center Ltd. PO. Box 1138, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799/TONGA: Tonga Industrial Traders PO. Box 1035, Nukualofa, Tonga/NORFOLK ISLAND: Duncombe Bay Garage New Cascade Road, Norfolk Island/VANUATU: Honda Farm Ltd. PO. Box 1031, Port Vila, Vanuatu
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Arc Welding

Welders, Welding Supplies

240 V POWER SOURCES Weldanpower 175 Portable Welder/ Power Source • Petrol, and diesel with impulse start or with electric start and undercarriage. • Current range 60-175 amps AC • Electrode range 2.0-4.omm • AC auxiliary power 240 V, 4.5 kW, 50 Hz • Roll frame is standard except for electric start model.

Weldanpower 225 AC/DC Portable Welder/Power Source # Two models, petrol or diesel # Current range 50-225 amps AC 70-250 amps DC # Electrode range 2.0-s.omm # AC auxiliary power 240 V, 6kW, 50Hz # Electric start is standard on both models. r?

Dis-gen 25kVA Generating set, 240 V, 50Hz Powered by the Perkins 3 cyl. diesel: low speed, quiet and robust machine. Suitable for home and shed electric power.

Dls>qen 1C 140 Welder and Battery Charger • Plug-in 240 V welder complete with leads and 15 amp 3 pin plug • Electrode range 2.0-3.2 mm • Latest solid state components provide continuous variable current control even while welding.

AC225-S workshop welder with larger capacity also available Lincoln Accessories and Electrodes Linctong electrode holder, light, cool, comfortable.

Insulated and with replaceable parts.

Twistong 400 electrode holder, fully insulated, handle twists to lock onto electrode stub.

Well balanced and comfortable to use. (See picture.) Coolshield 4 welding shield with flip-up front. Clear, inner lens gives protection during deslagging and weld cleaning operations.

Lincoln also supply cables, clamps, gloves and a range of electrodes.

Dis-gen 6.SkVA Basic Generating set, 240 V, 50Hz Realiable, 1500 rpm, smoothrunning auxiliary generating set.

Inbuilt engine protection and safety features on the alternator assure peace of mind.

Powered by the Kubota 4-cycle diesel engine with indirect injection.
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Fiji Papua New Guinea
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Pim Opinion

Contempt for tuna accord When President Ronald Reagan sent the South Pacific tuna treaty to the United States Senate for its consent, he pointed out that the subject matter it embodied constituted the single most serious cause of friction between the US and the nations of the South Pacific. Despite that, the treaty continues to languish on Capitol Hill and, given the other procedures that must follow its formal approval, an operative date is impossible even to guess.

The Congress assigns higher priority to the Iran arms deals and the siphoning of funds to the Contra cause in Nicaragua. It assigns higher priority to an extraordinary array of trade measures, reflecting its own protectionist mood and the pressures being applied by interest groups in the electorate. Increasingly, too, it is preoccupied with the developing race for nomination as candidates for the presidency next year.

Obviously, all these matters are important. Unravelling the truth about Contragate is fundamental to the rule of law and the credibility of foreign policy in the United States. The US role in securing freer, fairer international trade without risking a severe recession in the West is crucial and the Reagan Administration’s recent bold initiative for a negotiated, multilateral trade settlement by the end of next year is a direct response to the protectionism in the Congress. And the outlook of the next American Administration will be affected significantly by events like this.

It is unfortunately true, however, that in times of stress the American political system finds it extremely difficult to maintain a balanced view of its overall role in the world. Compared with the other congressional preoccupations of recent months, the tuna treaty is a simple and, indeed, overdue measure to redress long-standing wrongs perpetrated by American commercial interests upon a group of small but friendly countries in a region of growing strategic significance.

The signing of the treaty was a significant gesture by the Reagan Administration acknowledging the case put by the Pacific countries and the spirit of the agreement. But the same commercial interests, represented by the American Tunaboat Association and its Washington lobby, the US Tuna Foundation, treats the accord with contempt. The result can only be an increasingly jaundiced view of the US in the states for whom the treaty is crucially important.

It needs to be remembered, for example, that when the authorities of Kiribati apprehended an American trawler, fishing illegally in its economic zone, no fewer than ten other American trawlers escaped, though their illegal activities had been well documented and their identities established.

Kiribati claims, quite justifiably, that those who escaped also should be made available to face the legal consequences of their actions. One of them was the infamous Jeanette Diana, arrested in one of the first incidents of this type by the Solomon Islands Government, which suffered American economic sanctions for its pains.

We have progressed since then, but how far in real terms? The island governments lack the physical resources to mount more than token or sporadic efforts against the high-technology tuna pirates of the American West Coast.

They believed, with good reason, that with the signing of the tuna treaty, such action was no longer necessary that they would, in fact, be properly compensated at last for the exploitation of a critically important resource. In reality, nothing has changed.

If the extensive resources of the American diplomatic service deployed throughout this region are not able to convey the message to Washington about the consequences of this situation it is surely no wonder that American foreign policy is in disarray. 5 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987
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pacific report

Dialogue Starts

Fiji Prime Minister, Dr Timoci Bavadra, ousted along with his coalition government by the military coup on May 14, has softened his attitude to attempts to keep the country from going over the economic precipice. Dr Bavadra has called on Indian sugar farmers to harvest their cane, and cutting has begun. But he remains opposed to constitutional change and has assured the Indian cane workers that the coalition will not accept any moves to disenfranchise them or abridge their basic rights. Dr Bavadra said he is co-operating with Governor-General Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau’s moves to restore democracy because it is important to resolve the crisis through dialogue. In line with this he has agreed to his four representatives on the constitutional review committee attending its meetings.

O’Leary Comments

Upset The French

Continuing sensitivity of French/Australian relations was highlighted last month when France criticised remarks made by Australia’s new consul-general in New Caledonia, Mr David O’Leary, Mr O’Leary was reported in the Noumea press as saying that Australia and the region believed that independence for New Caledonia was inevitable and desirable, prompting the French Foreign Ministry to call in the Charge D’Affaires of the Australian Embassy in Paris, Mr Rick Fraser. Australia is believed to have rejected the French criticism, saying that Mr O’Leary’s comments had been taken out of context. A spokesman for the Department of Foreign Affairs in Canberra said Mr O’Leary had only restated the views of the Australian Government and the South Pacific Forum. He said the consul- general had also restated Australia's wish to maintain a constructive dialogue with France and had denied any suggestion that Australia wanted to see France out of the Pacific.

Canada Triples

AID Canada has announced a new aid programme for the South Pacific which will triple its annual contribution to the r egion. Speaking at the recent ASEAN foreign Ministers conference in Singapore, Canadian Secretary of State for external affairs, Mr Joe Clark, said the initiative reflected Canada’s growing interest in the Asia-Pacific region. Mr Clark said the new programme would take Canada’s total aid for the region to USssmillion a year. He said the extra funds would be used in fisheries development and ocean resource management through regional organisations such as the Forum Fisheries Agency and the University of the South Pacific

Vanuatu Receives

Cyclone Relief

Australia has given Vanuatu over A 5700,000 for a reconstruction programme following the damages caused by Cyclone Uma earlier this year. The Vanuatu Government Minister responsible for the programme, Mr Donald Kalpokas, said the money would be used for reconstruction work on Radio Vanuatu’s Broadcast House, Government houses and offices including the Prime Minister’s office, the George Pompidou health complex and the Supreme Court buildings. The fund would also be used for reconstruction of schools of Efate and in Vila, Mr Kalpokas said. Aid donor countries had by mid-June pledged about 10 million kina to the reconstruction programme. Apart from Australia, aid has come from New Zealand, Britain, France, the United States and Canada.

Shultz Backs Mururoa

TESTING The US Secretary of State, Mr George Shultz, has supported France’s nuclear testing programme in the Pacific, saying that while the US was concerned about the widespread hostility the tests had aroused, French nuclear capability was part of a deterrent force which maintained world peace. He said the US was therefore very reluctant to see the spread of so-called nuclear free zones.

He said he was convinced by assurances from France that its testing programme was totally safe. Mr Shulz was speaking in Singapore during his recent tour of Asia and Australia. Later on the same tour, Mr Shulz commented on Soviet and Libyan influence in the Pacific, saying island countries had to decide themselves how to react to Soviet offers of fishing agreements and Libyan attempts to establish diplomatic missions in the region. He said Washington understood this was a difficult time for island nations and would continue to provide aid.

More Eec Aid

To Western Samoa

The European Economic Community has agreed to give further financial aid to Western Samoa, which is experiencing balance of trade problems, with imports outstripping exports. Western Samoa's Finance Minister, Mr Saili, said the EEC would provide an extra As 2 million in assistance. The community had earlier granted Western Samoa nearly As 3 million in export subsidies.

Kiribati Bank

Profit Booms

The Bank of Kiribati has announced an unaudited profit for the six months to the end of March of just over USS3OO,OOO Directors of the bank, which is 51% owned by Australia’s Westpac Corporation, said the continued good returns on international business and investments boosted the profit beyond expectations.

The Kiribati Government owns the remaining 49 per cent of the bank.

Solomons Studying

ASSEMBLIES The Solomon Islands Government has established a committee to study whether the country’s six provincial assemblies should be abolished. A report submitted to Cabinet in May suggested three options for local government.

These were; retention of the present provincial system; a modified administrative system to allow the govern- 7 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

ment to deal directly the area councils: or the establishment of state governments. Cabinet favoured dealing directly with the councils and established a committee to look at the financial implications. The Minister for Home Affairs and Provincial Government, .Mr Andrew Nori, said that if a direct link with area councils was not considered feasible, Cabinet would look at other options.

Diplomatic Relations

SET UP The Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands have established diplomatic relations with each other with foreign ministers from the two former US trusteeships extending recognition in a ceremony in Honolulu.

Nauru Resettlement

PLEA A former Australian public servant has told an inquiry that the United Nations should be held responsible for the resettlement of the people of Nauru. The Commission of Inquiry was set up by the Nauru Government to Investigate the feasibility of rehabilitating the now denuded island. Mr Reginald Marsh, who was the director of Nauruan resettlement in the former Australian Department of Territories in the 19605, said he believed the UN must be held responsible for resettlement because it had granted trusteeship of the island to Australia, New Zealand and Britain before Nauru’s independence. Mr Walsh said the world community had benefited greatly from cheap Nauruan phosphate and the responsibility for the future of Nauru law with the UN.

Lini Re-Elected

Party President

The prime minister of Vanuatu, Father Walter Uni, has been re-elected by his ruling Vanua’aku Parti for another fouryear term as President. His re-election came at the end of the Party’s Annual Congress held on Malo Island off Santo.

In line with past procedures, the Vanua’aku Parti president automatically becomes Prime Minister should the Vanua’aku Parti win the forthcoming November election. The position of Vice- President was taken by MNr Kalpokor Kalsakau, the Minister for Finance. He replaces the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Sethy Regenvanu, who stepped down to become a member of the party’s Executive Council. The new Assistant Vice- President is a lawyer, Mr Kalkot Matas Kelekele. The Secretary General, Mr Barak Sope, retained his position as did the Assistant Secretary General and Minister for Lands, Mr Donald Kalpokas.

Mr Sela Molisa retained the position of Party Treasurer. Vanuatu’s next parliament will have 46 seats. The increase in seats will for the first tiume enable the people of Maewo Island to send their own representative to parliament. Six other islands will elect additional members.

Landing Rights

SUSPENDED Western Samoa, Cook Islands and New Zealand have suspended landing rights for South Pacific Islands Airways, followisafety reasons. South Pacific Islands Airways, which is based in American Samoa, was grounded by US authorities earlier this year after alleged safety violations but was to have resumed jet services in late June. With the suspensions on wide-bodied flights, the airline will be restricted to using light aircraft on the short flight between American Samoa and Western Samoa.

Reagan Calls

ON TREATY President Reagan has called on the Senate to give early approval to the new fishing treaty designed to end the longrunning dispute between the US and South Pacific Forum countries over tunafishing rights. The treaty has already been approved by most of the Forum countries. President Reagan said the treaty would eliminate the primary source of friction between the US and island countries.

Fabius Haunted By

Rainbow Warrior

France’s former Prime Minister, Mr Fabius, is to take court action against the author of a new book on the sinking of the Rainbow Warrior in New Zealand two years ago. The book, Mission Oxygen, claims Mr Fabius had advance knowledge of operations by French secret agents which resulted in the sinking of the Greenpeace protest ship in Auckland harbour. New Zealand police arrested two French agents who were later sent to prison. The author says he is a former French Secret Services officer and that he was asked to prepare a secret report for Mr Fabius on the bombing of the ship.

Tuvaluan Language

Bible Launched

The first complete Bible in the Tuvaluan language has been officially launched at a ceremony in Funafuti. Previously, only the New Testament was available in Tuvaluan. Work on translating the entire Bible was carried out jointly by the Tuvalu Church and the United Bible Society of Australia.

CONVICTIONS OVERTURNED The Supreme Court of Palau has overturned the convictions of three men for the assassination of President Haruo Prime Minister of Vanuatu, Father Walter Lini. 8 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

Remeliik two years ago. The men had been given prison terms of up to 35 years, but remained free pending appeal. The convictions were overturned on the grounds that the evidence against the accused had been unreliable. The Government will consider appealing against the Supreme Court ruling,

Regional Aid Funds

Under Threat

The eight South Pacific countries under the Lome convention have been warned to speed up the use of funds allocated to them for regional projects. Only $45,000 of the total allocation of $lB million have been used. The Secretary General of the Africa Caribbean Pacific Group, Mr Edward Carrington, says the underutilisation of funds could jeopardise Pacific states when preliminary negotiations on a new Convention start in September 1988. One problem is that major differences have occurred between the Pacific States and the European Economic Commission which helps to provide the funds over the interpretation.

Tuvalu Trust Fund

SET UP The High Commissioners of Australia, New Zealand and Britain have signed an agreement with Tuvalu, setting up a US$l9 million trust fund for the Pacific island. The former Tuvalu Deputy Prime Minister and present Director of the South Pacific Bureau for Economic Cooperation, Mr Henry Naisali, began lobbying for the trust fund in 1982. He said South Korea had made a small contribution and West Germany, Japan and Canada were prospective donors. However, the United States had not responded to an approach for support.

Investment from the fund is expected to provide more than one-third of Tuvalu’s annual budget.

Png Proposes Fiji

CONFERENCE Papua New Guinea has proposed a conference on ways to help solve the constitutional crisis in Fiji. Details of the proposed conference have been sent to members of the South Pacific Forum and a delegation appointed by Fiji’s Governor-General, Sir Penaia Ganilau, has been invited to attent. In addition, Britain, the US and ASEAN nations have been briefed.

Court Upholds

Maori Treaty

The New Zealand Court of Appeal in a landmark decision has ruled that the Lange Government cannot transfer Crown land claimed by Maori tribes to new state corporations. The New Zealand Government had sought to transfer thousands of hectares to the country’s new coal, forestry and land corporations.

However, in a unanimous decision the five judges of the Court of Appeal said the 1840 Treaty of Waitangi over-rode legislation passed last year under which the new corporations

Caution On Tv

The Western Samoan Government has been urged not to make a quick decision on the introduction of television, with Opposition Leader, Tupuola Efi, suggesting that the money could be better spent on education, agriculture and industrial development. The Minister for Broadcasting, Mr Le Tagaloa Pita, has announced that an American company will carry out an investigation into whether television transmitted to users by telephone can be introduced, saying he wants the service to start as soon as possible.

Australia Lifts

Caution On Fiji

Fiji is once again a safe destination for tourists, the Australian government has declared. Because of conditions after the coup, Australia’s Foreign Affairs Department was advising tourists to contact it before going to Fiji. However, Fiji has now been taken off the list of countries requiring travel advice. The announcement followed closely on the decision by Air Pacific to offer big discounts on fares between Australia and Fiji.

On their first venture into the hitherto Samoan sport of fautasi racing, Tonga triumphed.

Its two fautasi long-boats, crewed by about 50 oarsmen, won all races, taking the championship in Western Samoa’s Independence Silver Jubilee race held on the bay fronting Apia on June 4. The Tongans returned home with the silver championship trophy, WS$25,000 won by the boat Tu‘i Vava’u, and WS$15,000 won by Tu’i Ha'apai , which came in in second place. American Samoa’s boat Savalio Le Filemu was third, with Western Samoa’s four craft trailing behind. Modern technology beat the Samoans, although The Tonga Chronicle said, “The wide hulls of the Samoan designs and the unfitness of her crews contributed to their slowness in the race.” Tonga’s King Taufa’ahau thought up the idea of challenging the Samoans at their own game. With the help of New Zealand technicians, aided by computers, he produced the winning boats which may win next year when Hawaii and Tahiti enter the contest 9 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987
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Container Handlers

Heavy Duty Yard Forklifts

Walkie Stackers
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SALES SERVICE HIRE For the total solution to the high cost of new equipment.

Used Forklift Specialists

Queensland Wholesale Forklifts 736 Kingsford Smith Drive, Eagle Farm, Queensland, Australia 4007.

Ph. (07) 268 7755.

Fax. (07) 268 5862. mw letters Former G.G. speaks on Fiji coup The recent military coup in Fiji has no doubt sent shock waves throughout the Pacific, the world, and in particular to the Federal Labor Government of Australia and also to the Labour Government of New Zealand.

The natural trend of military coups in Africa, Asia, South America or elsewhere takes a familiar path of a military takeover, followed by the execution by hanging or by a firing squad of all the members of the overthrown elected governments followed by severe harassment and execution of the followers of the overthrown government. Simultaneously, the military coup would suspend the country’s constitution and proclaim itself as the legal government.

How many of these coups has Australia and New Zealand officially recognised, not withstanding that they were in fact military coups? It would be interesting to know this, in spite of their condescending, sanctimonious, and hypocritical pronouncements by falsely believing that they alone have answers to any problems arising either in the Pacific or elsewhere in the world.

The Fijian military coup should be seen in its proper, wider perspective, especially by Australia and New Zealand.

One should not blame the Indian migrants from becoming a majority in Fiji because they were brought into Fiji by Her Majesty’s Government of Great Britain. On the other hand, the Fijians apparently took no part in Great Britain’s open foreign migration policy at that point of time which has worked against them!

The Conservative government of Great Britain seems to have conveniently forgotten her previous infamous immigration policy in Fiji which played a major role in the military takeover in Fiji. Many Pacific leaders, with the exception of Australia and New Zealand, knew it had to come sooner or later.

The military take-over in Fiji is not and cannot be classified with the military coups in Africa, Asia, South America and small Grenada which were always followed by a blood bath. This did not happen in Fiji. I personally know the present Governor-General of Fiji as a friend.

He is a gentleman, a war hero, and a person of the highest integrity of dedication and loyal service to his land and people. I admire him for his courage in the current crisis in his homeland.

The former Governor-General is equally known for his dedication and loyalty to his land and people. I personally know him also as a friend and a real gentleman. After their initial official pronouncement with other Pacific countries in condemning the military take-over in Fiji, both Australia and New Zealand continued with their sanctimonious public statements.

Australia continued to advise Pacific leaders not to attend the Forum meeting at Apia should Fiji send her delegation to Apia.

If this is not blatant interference in the domestic affairs of independent Pacific countries, then I must be forced at gun-point to believe in the actual existence of goblins and fairies in Australia.

These continual public statements by Australia and New Zealand government leaders regarding the Fijian situation smack of conceited and false intellectual and racial superiority, especially when one of these leaders publicly called a prominent Fijian world figure, a statesman, and the founding father of his nation, a traitor.

The proposed gun-boat diplomacy by both these nations is fraught with political danger.

These two leaders should devote some of their political energy to study their own backyard in the growing racial tensions before preaching to the island nations from the high pulpit on moral principles.

I believe that the situation in Fiji will be ultimately solved under the democratic and wise leadership of the Governor- General of Fiji. It is in the interests of everyone that he be assisted by the Melanesian and Polynesian leaders of the other Pacific island nations.

Following the condemnation of the military take-over in Fiji, the lessons leamt are that Papua New Guinea must always ensure without any reason of doubt to maintain at all times the Melanesian people’s dominance in all political, economic, social, educational and on all land development projects of this na J* on - M New Guinea must be *° prot f th ® n 3 hts of her peoples . m her foreign ,mm, 3f °" poky m order to pr f v h ent and d.s- Solut,onment her up-andco™" 9 T 9 l «? dcrsh tP- Papu l New Guinea is not unique from other developing nations of the World. John Guise, Port Moresby. 11 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987
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Coup commended.

Your June ‘PIM Opinion’ was unbelievably one-sided. Little wonder it was anonymous.

The truth however, is that since the Indians arrived in Fiji,uninvited and unwanted by the Fijians, the Fijian has seen his share of Fiji wealth and benefits progressively decimated and denied.

According to statistics collated at USP in 1985, Indians in Fiji own 92% of private residences and commercial properties, 90% of all businesses, 96% of all vehicles, 87% of personal income and 95% of personal wealth. Almost 90% of senior government positions are occupied by Indians and 93% of legal practices in Fiji are Indian.

The Indian “Establishment” began to dominate Fijian affairs soon after so-called Fijian independence in 1970. In land matters, through the farcical and notorious Landlord and Tenants Tribunal and the Suva judiciary, the Establishment has secured a stranglehold on most of the leased land in Fiji.

Records demonstrate that land disputes before the courts are almost always settled in favour of the Indian, often in most blatantly biased and incompetent judgments. The Fijian and foreign land-owners have little “crony-access” or rapport with the judiciary, but the omnipotent Indian Establishment has been able to persuade judges to issue judgments in land disputes that would shame any court in Western democracies. This situation is a significant part of the cause of current Fijian rejection of further Indian encroachment. The landowners’ rights and future have been placed under threat from the new Indian-dominated Alliance (sic) and, to put it simply, the Fijians aren’t having any. I commend the Fijian stand and I blame a biased and unprincipalled judiciary in Suva for much of the bile generated by ’’bent” judgments in favour of Indians in leased land disputes. Perhaps the judiciary will now have the moral stamina to perform like proper judges - without fear or favour. Tom J. Barrington, Wellington, NZ.

“Reply to Albert Wendt”

As a consistent reader of your magazine, I have always regarded it as something of a ’’Bible” on Pacific Islands affairs and events. I was therefore concerned and disappointed by the ’’Stand Alone” presentation of what on the cover of your June 1987 issue purported to be coverage of Western Samoa’s 25th Anniversary of Independence. Having read the article one could not help being left with the conclusion that as an independent nation ”25 years on” Western Samoa is a dismal failure politically, culturally, and economically, riddled with political favour, abuse, and corruption at all levels within the community.

The article conveys throughout an air of despondency and despair. As a foreigner with only the experience of eight years association with Western Samoa I consider myself totally unqualified to comment on Professor Wendt’s views about Western Samoa’s political and cultural aspirations and progress towards their achievement.

What struck me about the article was the generalisations made about the incidence of corruption, especially involving foreign investment. During the eight year period to which I refer, my company has been instrumental in the development and implementation of a number of investment projects in Western Samoa involving the commitment by foreign investors of many millions of dollars in partnership with local investors, both private and government. The projects are ongoing, we believe have made significant contributions to Samoa’s economic development, and we feel certain will continue to do so in the future. I can say categorically that at no time during the development or implementation of any of these projects was any favour of any kind - political or otherwise - given, offered or sought - not by the investors, not by the politicians involved and not by any government official participating in the project evaluations. The determination of the extent (if any) to which foreign investment should participate in Samoa’s development is a right which Western Samoa aquired at independence. Western Samoa’s ability, in the pursuit of this right, to attract the participation of foregin investors of integrity and standing would be significantly denigrated by the promotion of an (inaccurate and unfair) image of rife corruption and political manipulation. It would be naive to suggest that corruption (and attempts to corrupt) do not exist and will not continue to exist in every society. The bigger and more experienced the society, the larger the scale of corruption and the more sophisticated are the techniques used. But it seems quite unfair to extrapolate from isolated instances to assert that corruption has become a way of life. In Western Samoa, in my opinion, it certainly has not. No doubt in the last 25 years there have been many mistakes - mistakes which, as Maurice Shadbolt reminded Professor Wendt, Western Samoa acquired at independence the freedom to make. Experience is surely the ability to leam from ones mistakes. The more rigorous research now being carried out by Western Samoa into the background and credentials of prospective foreign investors is sound and reassuring evidence of that experience. Let us hope that Western Samoa’s optimism and persistence towards the achievement of its objectives is not deterred by the cynicism and despair conveyed in Professor Wendt’s article. Nor by the fact that progress may not have been as great as he appears to have anticipated.

We are delighted and honoured to have been invited by Western Samoa to play a small part toward the achievement of its economic plans. John F. Boyle, Managing Director, Pacific Corporate Services Ltd,Sydney,NSW Kiribati correction Production difficulties with Ju/y PIM resulted in the name of Michael J Scott, Supervisor of Elections in Fiji, being inadvertantly dropped from his letter on Fiji's electoral system.

I have just read the article entitled “Strong Turnout in Kiribati Elections” at page 25 of your May, 1987 edition. I was most concerned to find my name mentioned in the article as that of a New Zealand lawyer acting for Beretitenti Tabai’s political opponent Dr Tong.

I must make it quite clear that this reference is both grossly inaccurate and deeply embarrassing to me. Although it is quite true that I was privileged to work as People’s Lawyer in Kiribati from 1983 to 1986, it is absolutely untrue that I am “Dr Tong’s lawyer” or that I advised, assisted or represented Dr Tong, or anybody else in Kiribati for that matter, in connection with the recent election in Kiribati. I no longer have any professional connection with Kiribati.

It is further entirely wrong to state that I am a New Zealander; in fact I am English; or that I have been declared an illegal immigrant.

Since August, 1986, I have been under contract to Solomon Islands Government as Principal Magistrate, Malaita District. It must be clear to you that the activities attributed to me in your article would be entirely inconsistent with my present position, both as a member of the judiciary of another regional country, and as a representative of British aid to the region. As such, I find your article extremely embarrassing and injurious to my reputation.

MICHAEL LODGE, Solomon Islands Government, Malaita, Solomon Islands We erred. The lawyer referred to was in fact Roger Bell.

PIM regrets the error. A correction sent by our correspondent arrived too late - Ed. 13 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987
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Png Elections

Elections overcampaigning begins It could well be a case of losing the battle and winning the war for Mr Somare. His Pangu Pati slumped at the polls but he is well ahead in the race for the prime ministership, mainly because of the disintegration of Mr Wingti’s six party coalition government. For the first time the ballot papers in a PNG election carried the photographs of political party leaders next to the photographs of their candidates.

But Mr Somare’s photo did not work any magic for many Pangu candidates. Pangu lost 15 sitting Members (one who failed to get official re-endorsement stood as Independent Pangu) and gained only six new for a nett drop of nine seats.

Of Pangu’s official list of 138 endorsed Pangu and Independent Pangu candidates, only 26 were elected Pangu’s worst electoral result for 15 years.

Nevertheless, Pangu remains the largest party in the Parliament.

The leader’s photo innovation may have worked better for Prime Minister Wingti, whose Peoples Democratic Movement (PDM) had 18 members elected a nett drop of two.

The PDM increased its Highlands representation from 13 to 14 and there are delayed polls still to come in three other Highlands seats. Many of the Highlands seats that the PDM retained were considered among the most vulnerable in the whole country.

But Mr Wingti’s attempts to hold onto the prime ministership stumbled in mid July when one of his five coalition partners - the National Party announced it was splitting from Papua New Guinea went to the polls for three weeks in June and July to elect 106 Members to Parliament. But it won’t be until the first week in August that those 106 Members meet to elect a prime minister. As PIM went to press, the Opposition Leader, Mr Somare, was a strengthening favourite to emerge as his nation’s leader for the third time. The ABC’s Port Moresby correspondent, Sean Domey, writes for PIM about the elections.

Wingti and throwing its lot in with Somare.

The election result was the least clear cut in PNG since independence. Not only did Pangu suffer. Two of the other long established parties were rebuffed as well.

Sir Julius Chan’s Peoples Progress Party lost seven sitting Members (including Justice Minister Dutton and Provincial Affairs Minister Warena) to be left as very much a minor party with five seats.

An even worse result befell the United Party, which lost all of its sitting Members, including the Party Leader, Police Minister Paul Torato.

The only United Party Member elected was a new Member whose first decision as a parliamentarian was to leave the United Party and join Mr Wingti’ s Peoples Democratic Movement.

Mr Torato was making desperate attempts to keep his party alive (see separate story) but the disappearance of the United Party from the Parliament brings to an end one chapter of PNG’s political history.

The United Party won more than 40 seats in the 1972 election on a platform of opposition to early independcnce.

Four parties did manage to increase their representation.

They were the National Party, now under the new leadership of Highlander Mr Michael Mel up by one to 12; the Melanesian Alliance, led by Deputy Opposition Leader, Father John Momis up by three to seven; Mr Ted Diro’s Peoples Action Party up three to six; and the Papua Party led by Finance Minister, Galeva Kwarara up by one to three.

But the big jump was in the number of independents elected up by 14 to 21. This was probably a reflection of voter dissatisfaction with the instability of parties in PNG, but it was also no doubt a result of the record number of more than 1000 independents standing.

Although two of the independents elected Mr Hugo Berghauser, a prominent Port Moresby businessman, and Mr Robert Suckling, the proprietor of Moresby’s Pink Pussycat nightclub did try to marshall the rest of the independents into a cohesive group by placing full page advertisements in the PNG media the Monday morning after the election, the reality is that the independents will spray all over the place.

A number have already declared themselves.

One of the new figures in the Parliament who’ll become a force to be reckoned with is the former premier of the Morobe Province, Mr Utula Samana. he has entered Parliament leading a new four Member party, the Morobe Independents Group (MIG).

Mr Samana PNG’s only real socialist leader moved quickly to link up with the leaderless League for National Advancement (LNA). LNA’s three most prominent Members, Mr Tony Siaguru, Mr John Nilkare and Mr Barry Holloway, all lost their seats.

Julius Chan: little cheer from the PPP states Photos: John Carruthers 15 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST. 1987

With LNA’s three elected Members and his four, Mr Samana is deep in negotiations with Father Momis’s seven Member Melanesian Alliance to then bargain with Mr Somare.

One of the inevitable conclusions to come from these 1987 elections is that regionalism is on the rise.

There are four regions Papua, the Highlands, the Islands and the northern mainland coast (called MOMASE region after the Morobe, Madang and two Sepik provinces that comprise it).

Pangu has shrunk to be predominantly a MOMASE and Islands party. It now holds only three of the 39 Highlands seats and three of the 24 Papuan seats.

Prime Minister Wingti’s PDM and Mr Michael Mel’s National Party share the Highlands. Of PDM’s 18 seats, 14 are in the Highlands, and of the National’s 12, all but one are Highlands seats.

The Melanesian Alliance has not penetrated Papua or the Highlands and Mr Ted Diro’s PAP is exclusively Papuan. Mr Diro is moving to swallow up the other Papuan party, the PP, and lock in a number of the Papuan independents behind him.

By mid July, Mr Somare appeared to have the numbers with Pangu, the National Party, the Melanesian Alliance, the Morobe Independents Group and the League for National Advancement plus assorted independents lining up behind him. But he was without significant Papuan representation in that group Winners and losers “I gave him a vehicle - a Suzuki worth K 14,000 (A 522,000) - a speed boat, and KlO,OOO (A$16,000) in cash and I’ve got records,” claimed defeated United Party Leader, Mr Paul Torato.

He was listing candidates he claimed as silent winners for the United Party.

Mr Torato and all the other six sitting United Party Members in the outgoing Parliament lost their seats.

Only one UP candidate won on the party ticket. That was Mr Billy Kepi in Okapa who then announced he was leaving the United Party to join Mr Paias Wingti’s PDM.

Mr Torato called a news conference to claim that in fact the party had won 10 seats and possibly 12 - all of the candidates having run as UP supported independents with the exception of Mr Kepi.

Asked to name the candidates and what help he had given them, Mr Torato went into great detail.

He claimed he would be calling the chips in and that the United Party would reemerge holding the balance of power in the new Parliament When questioned on why he had not officially endorsed the “secret” runners and had his photo on the ballot papers next to their’s, 1 Mr Torato was disarmingly honest: “The reason we ran : these people as independents was that we did not want to jeopardise their chances of winning.”

While Mr Torato and the United Party were big losers in the elections, Mr Michael Mel and the National Party could be the big winners.

The National Party may well be marching out of one government (Mr Wingti’s) and straight into another (Mr Somare’s).

The party’s newly elected leader is Mr Mel, who has made a fortune from coffee in the Highlands.

Mr Mell, aged 37, graduated in Law in the early 1970 s and immediately returned to the Western Highlands to start developing a coffee empire.

His Piplika Development Corporation now owns four coffee plantations including Gumanch - one of PNG’s prestige plantations.

After nine years as national president of the party he has entered Parliament, winning the seat of Angalimp-South Wahgi and defeating the deputy leader of Sir Julus Chan’s Peoples Progress Party.

Confirmed as parliamentary leader after the first caucus meeting, Mr Mel says he wants to be part of a government that is going to be stable, crack down on law and order and staunch corruption.

Election problems On one matter all parties agree - the electoral system in PNG is in serious need of overhaul.

About the keenest for reform is the Electoral Commissioner, Mr Luke Lucas, himself.

He’s already preparing a detailed report for the new Parliament on the conduct of the 1987 elections and on recommendations for the rewriting of the country’s electoral laws.

Heading his list of priorities is the need to tighten up the rules on sectional voting.

Under Section 141 of the Electoral Act people whose names are not on the Electoral Rolls can still claim a vote.

In practice all they have to do is give the electoral officer at the polling booth their name, swear that they’re a citizen and over 18 and they are allowed to vote.

The most serious claims of sectional voting abuse were made in Port Moresby. Defeated Member for Moresby North-East, Mr Tony Siaguru, claimed truckloads of people were brought in from outside the electorate to vote.

“No one likes a bad loser but what am I to do” exclaimed Siaguru as he lodged a protest with the Court of Disputed Returns.

“I polled over twice the votes from the Electoral Roll than did the winner (Mr David Unagi of the PDM).

But I was swamped by 7,753 sectional votes out of 14,202 cast. That’s more than 55% of the voters who were not on the rolls”

A computer program was designed whereby every single box in the country would be recorded but as frustrations grew and regional polling officials rang through results of more than one box at a time, the computer started rejecting the information.

Further problems arose from scrutineers. Each candidate was allowed two scrutineers and in seats where there were 20 plus candidates - and that was many in the Highlands - the counting rooms were filled with people disputing the count all the way.

In Mount Hagen, the chief returning officer became so intimidated by the crowd that he ordered the counting to begin again after one-and a-half-days. They had already counted 84 boxes but to quieten tempers down the whole process started anew.

At Tari, supporters of one defeated candidate burnt down the district office two hours after an exhausted Police Mobile Squad pulled out following 24 hours of vigilance without sleep.

There will be a score of appeals to the Court of Disputed Returns but few of the results are expected to be over-ruled.

Despite the problems well over one million Papua New Guineans cast their vote legitimately and their choice was recorded correctly. 16 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987
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Party Votes % Of Seats % Of Won Vote Won 1982 Vote PANGU 398,506 14.7 26 34.0 RDM 292,081 10.8 18 RPR 164,461 6.1 5 10.0 MA 150,600 5.6 7 8.6 NR 138,755 5.1 12 10.0 LNA 131,709 4.9 3 PAP* 87,767 3.2 6 6.9 UP 86,988 3.2 1 7.2 MIG 60,922 2.2 4 PP* 34,636 1.3 3 1.6 Other Parties 47,344 1.7 0.8 Independents 1,115,168 41.2 21 20.9 TOTAL 2,708,937 100.0 106 100.0 * See note on other table Party 1982 Election Outgoing Parliament Sitting Members Reindorsed 1987 Election PANGU 51 37 34 26 RDM — 20 20 18 NP 13 11 11 12 MA 8 4 2 7 PAP* 7 3 3 6 PPP 14 13 12 5 MIG — — — 4 LNA — 5 5 3 PP* 3 2 2 3 UP 9 7 7 1 WANTOK — 1 1 — Independents 4 6 7 21 TOTAL 709 709 *104 l06 * See note on other table Australian Maritime College Engineering Certificate of Competency Courses The A.M.C. will offer the following preparatory studies for the following Australian Department of Transport Certificate of Competency examinations in 1987 and 1988.

Ist and 2nd Class Part A; 14 March - 8 July 1988 Part B:17 August - 11 December 1987 Part B: 13 August - 9 December 1988 The courses have been designed to accommodate the requirements of all marine engineers, irrespective of previous education and training that may have been undertaken prior to assuming current positions at sea.

Specialist resources such as the Diesel Engine Simulator and inexpensive on campus accommodation are just some of the advantages of studying at the A.M.C For application forms and further details contact: The Admissions Officer Australian Maritime College P.O. Box 986 LAUNCESTON, Tasmania 7250 Australia ISD 61 03 26 0731 How the people of PNG voted (As at the time of going to press) A total of 2.7 million votes were cast. Although only an estimated 1.9 million people were eligible to vote, the higher figure comes about because each person gets two votes one for their open electorate and one for their regional electorate.

There are 89 open electorates and 20 regional electorates. The open electorates are based on roughly equal numbers of voters per electorate.

The 19 Provinces and the National Capital Dictrict each have one Regional Member. All 109 Members sit in the one parliament.

Table B sets out the immediate results of the election.

Nothing is more certain than that these numbers will change by the time the Parliament sits.

Even these figures are disputed by the party leaders but they are based on names given to the Electoral Commission or circulated prior to the election.

Forty seven members lost their seats- a turn over of 44 per cent, which is down on the 50 per cent averaged in past elections.

Polling has been delayed in three seats (Mendi, Hagen and Kundiawa) because of the deaths of candidates prior to the election. Two of these seats were held by the PDM and one by the PPP but results won’t be known until after the Parliamcnt meets in August.

In the 1982 elections PAP had not been formed but its leader, Mr Ted Diro, led a group to the elections known as the Diro Independents Group.

PAP was officially formed as a party early this year.

The Papua Party also was not in existence in 1982 but Papua Besena won three seats.

Two of those Members formed the Papua Party and the third joined Mr Wingti’s PDM.

Although Papua Besena contested these 1987 elections in its own right, it failed to get any members elected.

The three-fold increase in independents won’t last for long as they allign themselves with the various parties.

Key to party names: PDM - Mr Wingti’s Peoples Democratic Movement; NP - Mr Michael Mel’s National Party; MA - Father Momis’s Melanesian Alliance; PAP - Mr Ted Diro’s Peoples Action Party; PPP - Sir Julius Chan’s Peoples Progress Party; MIG the Morobe Independents Group led by former Morobe Premier, Mr Utula Samana; LNA - the League for National Advancement, whose leader, Mr Tony Siaguru, was defeated; PP - Papua Party, led by Finance Minister, Galeva Kwarara; UP - United Party, whose leader, Mr Paul Torato, was defeated 18 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST. 1987

New Zealand elections Foreign profile to change New Zealand’s distinctive foreign profile of the last three years, particularly in the Pacific, is sure to change whatever the outcome of the August 15 general elections. A restored Labour government would face the end of its political dream ride courtesy of New Zealand’s anti-nuclear affair. A new National government would bring a lurch to the right and a familiar face, that of Sir Robert Muldoon, to the foreign affairs portfolio.

After its July 1984 snap election victory, the Labour Government shied off the call for nuclear-free legislation, preferring the “trust me” policy outlined by the Prime Minister, Mr David Lange. But Labour warmed to the idea and the resulting bullying by the United States and plaudits from around the world convinced the politicians that nuclear-free was bolstering the party’s domestic support. The anti-nuclear legislation was finally passed this year. In the meantime, the United States had unilaterally suspended New Zealand from ANZUS and Britain refused to let New Zealand take part in naval exercises for fear of antinuclear contamination. The ANZUS fracas caused a few shaky moments for some of the more conservative Pacific governments. New Zealand itself went through the unprecedented questioning of what defence was desirable. The legislation drew 1500 submissions. A defence review inquiry drew another 5000. New Zealand’s military was vocal with dire warnings about cuts in defence and intelligence capabilities.

The cuts were quite real. In 1984 the army spent 10,000 man hours exercising with the United States military. In 1983 to 1984, New Zealand frigates spent more than 70 days at sea exercising within ANZUS and the airforce spent 200 days overseas exercising with American forces. All this went by the board and yet the 1985 Budget gave no real increase in defence spending to bolster New Zealand’s military training.

The Labour Government decided to focus New Zealand’s defence on the South Pacific rather than fighting within a larger and probably nuclearcapable force. So in 1986, the military staged counter-insurgency exercises in the Cook Islands. This year they were due to be held in Fiji, but the May 14 coup intervened. New Zealand also called back its 700-strong battalion in Singapore to upgrade the 1500member Ready Reaction Force.

New Zealand has also begun the search for new military training partners and suppliers.

Australia will supply specially designed naval vessels to replace New Zealand’s ageing frigates and meet Mr Lange’s aim of a blue water navy.

The Fiji coup brought cold reality into Labour’s plans for a new low-key defence strategy designed to counter exactly that kind of regional threat. It is a moot point whether New Zealand could have done anything about the coup even with a blue water navy or an alert RRF. New Zealand has since suspended military ties with Fiji, once a significant source of training and wargaming for New Zealand officers and soldiers.

The next Labour government would not be able to rest on its anti-nuclear laurels. It plans a Minister for Disarmament, presumably to work on United Nations arms control resolutions and the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone. But the military is restless and enough New Zealanders are still concerned about the absence of ANZUS to make it necessary for Labour to seek out new defence links. New Zealand is still a member of the five power defence pact and could increase its defence training with Malaysia or Singapore. Labour will also have to make some hard decisions on whether to increase defence spending to compensate for loss of matesrates equipment purchasing from America and fill the gaps in military training left by ANZUS.

New Zealand has stepped up its air force surveillance flights, particularly to help countries like the Solomons and Kiribati keep an eye out for tuna poachers in their exclusive economic waters. But Pacific nations will be wondering if the next Labour government might adopt a more active military profile in the islands to prove it is not a defence wimp, the disgrace of the Western allied club.

A new National government would try to get New Zealand back into the club. It wants to reinforce New Zealand’s defence ties with old allies like America, Britain and Australia.

National wants to put New Zealand back in ANZUS and has come up with a tepid anti-nuclear policy to satisfy the Americans as well as the strong anti-nuclear public sentiment.

National proposes to trust America and Britain not to bring nuclear vessels into New Zealand ports. This is the old Nelsonian National policy of the Muldoon era. But National’s new leader, Mr Jim Bolger, will go a step further by promising to state clearly to New Zealand’s nuclear allies that New Zealand does not want any nuclear weapons in Kiwi waters. Nuclear powered vessels would be okay. National believes this policy would not challenge the neither confirm New Zealand Prime Minister, Mr. David Lange. 19 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

nor deny policy of the United States.

Most commentators give the new policy little chance of succeeding in restoring New Zealand to ANZUS. First, the nuclear free law would probably have to be repealed amid loud public protests. Second, the policy virtually insists that the United States never send a nuclear ship to New Zealand, a contradiction of the whole neith ix confirm nor deny strategy. Third, the National policy precludes New Zealand from saying no, leaving no room for escape if America does send a ship which most sources list as nuclear-capable.

Finally, the United States is unlikely to agree to such a policy overtly by reinstating New Zealand in ANZUS because to do so might encourage Australia to get tougher on nuclear vessels to satisfy antinuclear sentiment in that country. However, America might relent enough to let New Zealand back into the sand pit to play with the boys. It remains to be seen whether resumption of joint military training would dilute New Zealand’s new interest in the Pacific or whether that course is already entrenched.

In a more general sense, New Zealand is unlikely to overcome its tendency to play the omniscient referee in the South Pacific, blowing the whistle and chewing out players whenever someone steps too far over the line. In the midst of the Libyan scare earlier this year, Vanuatu’s Prime Minister, Father Walter Lini, described Australian and New Zealand neocolonialism as one of the grave threats to South Pacific security, along with the French.

A new National government would change that only by degree, most likely for the worse.

Mr Lange has not proven himself to be adept at making foreign policy on the run; in fact, the only thing that runs is his mouth. Kanaks and French loyalists alike still chortle somewhat derisively at the memory of Mr Lange flying into Noumea shortly after the July 1984 snap election win to tell the fractious Kanaks to get back talking to the French. One Pacific leader later commented that one reason why the South Pacific Forum was keen to set up a ministerial committee on New Caledonia was to curb with a little education Mr Lange’s enthusiasm for leaping into the big issues. Now foreign affairs staff say there is little Mr Lange does not know about New Caledonia.

Another faux pas in the early days of the Lange regime was his condemnation of Kiribati’s President, Mr leremia Tabai, for courting the Soviet Union for a fishing deal. Mr Lange conveniently forgot New Zealand does nicely from a similar pact.

He changed his tune several weeks later when Mr Tabai arrived to brief Mr Lange on the fishing deal. To his credit, Mr Lange has proven quite sanguine about Libyan overtures in the region. But the same could not be said of his response to the Fiji coup. Not only did it betray an outrageous lack of understanding of indigenous politics, principles not withstanding, but the virulence of Mr Lange’s attacks have effectively cut New Zealand off from its major Pacific trading partner.

The Fijians are outraged and unlikely to forgive for a long while. In the meantime, the vaccuum left by New Zealand and Australia is being filled by America and its shopfronts - Taiwan, South Korea and Japan.

Most Forum Nations tacitly understood or approved of the coup’s goals, if not the method of achieving them. New Zealand’s response further emphasised the gap in perceptions between the Island nations and New Zealand. Certainly, the Kanak independence movement and its Forum supporters must be wondering where New Zealand will baulk if the Kanaks choose an active and perhaps violent boycott of the September independence referendum in New Caledonia. But while the Pacific leaders take a quizzical view of Mr Lange’s verbal gyrations, their response to a new National government would be much cooler.

As prime minister, Sir Robert Muldoon was acclaimed fondly by New Caledonia’s loyalists as their only supporter in the Pacific. New Zealand’s role in the New Caledonia debate at the United Nations would be much more subdued than under the Labour Government. Similarly, support for the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone would be in word rather than deed. Mr Bolger’s performances so far on foreign affairs have been colourless and as prime minister he would probably defer to Sir Robert’s considerable experience.

New Zealand’s rating with Pacific nations is not likely to be helped by National’s decision to let South Africa reopen its diplomatic mission, although this would not be a priority for the new government. Such a diversion from Commonwealth unity on South Africa as well as Sir Robert’s reputation for behaving like a rogue elephant and crushing fragile consensus when he is out of sorts would see New Zealand drop several notches in Forum estimation.

Little impact for Niue and Tokelau Niue and Tokelau can rest easy in the certainty that the outcome of New Zealand’s general elections on August 15 will have little impact on their futures. New Zealand is obliged to provide its two South Pacific territories with aid and administrative help. Successive National and Labour governments have tried to pursue a policy of giving more reponsibility to the island administrations. The fourth Labour Government has shown more active concern for the welfare of Niue and Tokelau. But the tenor of relations is forged most by the frequent contacts between Wellington’s bureaucrats and their Niuean and Tokelauan conterparts.

Niue’s ties with New Zealand since self-government in 1974 have been unfortunate in several ways. Last year, a joint Niue review group, chaired by Sir James Stewart, urged a radical change in outlook to save Niue from complete depopulation.

The review called for Niue to be kept as a living community.

Niue has suffered a severe population loss: down from 5111 in 1970 to about 2900 in 1984. Niueans have New Zeland citizenship but the review rejected the idea of encouraging people to leave the island or that Niue be reintegrated with New Zealand.

Both governments had to accept as “a paramount objective” the maintenance of a living community on the 258 sq km island north east of Tonga.

Central to this policy was an effort to ensure that the standard of living for islanders did not differ markedly from that of the nearly 10,000 Niueans in New Zealand. The review said Niue’s most important resource, its people, had been “slowly draining away”. Retaining the population was essential, so Niue’s social and economic life had to be made more competitive with New Zealand’s attractions.

“People should not be tempted to leave for New Zealand simply because they see no other way of improving their economic position or escaping excessive social and community commitments,” the review said. 20 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

Nz Elections

The population outflow which was already on a large scale before 1974 had not been stemmed. “Niue has become critically vulnerable as a living community,” the review continued. “Dependence on economic and administrative assistance from New Zealand continues to increase as Niue strives to provide a standard and quality of life geared towards stemming the outflow of population. The fact of a growing Niuean community in New Zealand has set up an in-built, self-generating momentum for emigration - chain migration.”

The review recommended that to maintain a living community on Niue and avoid the loss of self-respect and selfreliance, New Zealand and Niue should promote economic development. It cautions the Niue Government to get on with practical projects to increase jobs on the island rather than seeking endless overseas reports on schemes. It also suggests cuts in Niue’s public service, which comprises 80 per cent of the paid workforce. But the review stressed that promotion of economic self-reliance should not be the main purpose of New Zealand’s $7 million annual aid. Rather it should be to improve the living standard of Niueans. New Zealand aid, which provides about 90 per cent of Niue’s budget, should also be kept separate from other aid allocated triennially to improve economic planning and not be reduced at least until life on Niue is of a similar standard to New Zealand. The review called for an urgent look at transport and a guaranteed seafreight link: Air Nauru only operates a weekly return 737 flight to Auckland.

The report was welcomed on both sides and and has led to several profitable official discussions in New Zealand and Niue.

At the time of the review’s publication, the New Zealand Prime Minister, Mr David Lange, and the Niuean Premier, Sir Robert Rex, signed a civil aviation pact: New Zealand provides advice to Niue on running its airport and control of air traffic rights.

Since the review’s release in November 1986, shipping links to Niue have grown ever more erratic. Niue islanders have suffered shortages of foodstuffs, fuel and basic household items such as toilet paper for most of this year. If machinery breaks down, it can take months for new parts to arrive. Exports such as taro arrive at the Auckland produce markets so rotted by the tortous and unreliable shipping link that few farmers make any profit on the crops.

Emigration, particularly of the young, is increasing. These problems spawned Niue’s first political party in the March elections; it won four of the 20 seats (see June PIM), new Zealand Niueans are taking a renewed interest in the running of their homeland in spite of rejection by the Niuean Government. Expatriate Niueans wanting to return home and start a business complain they get the cold shoulder from the Niuean authorities. And New Zealand Niueans who pay for their homeland twice - through taxes and remittances, which are often relatives’ only income are beginning to worry that the time may soon come when the last Niuean will literally have to turn out the lights.

In contrast, Tokelau’s progress since self-government last decade has been stately but secure. About 1500 pepole live on Tokelau, with about 1200 Tokelauans in New Zealand.

The United Nations decolonisation committee made its third trip to Tokelau last year (the previous trips were in 1981 and 1976). In June this year, some members of Tokelau’s General Fono made their first visit to the UN to speak before the decolonisation committee. The Fono spokesman, Mr Fatia Perez, welcomed the committee’s conclusion that Tokelau’s relations with New Zealand should not change. But he said the committee had given insufficient weight to the development of Tokelau’s political institutions since self-government.

The General Fono now approves its own budget and New Zealand no longer decides on funding for health, eductaion, public works, shipping, salaries or agriculture and fisheries. Mr Perez said that while in the past Fono members had to be members of the village taupulega (councils of elders), these days they could come from community groups of aumaga (commoners) or women. Tokelau now made all decisions on development or law changes for rubber stamping by the New Zealand Parliament, rather than the other way round.

The Fono, after initial suspicions, had come to see the Tokelau public service as essential to the islands’ development.

Mr Perez said the public service was totally responsive to the Fono’s wishes and was no longer regarded as an instrument of the administering power, New Zealand. But Mr Perez said Tokelau’s economic development was hindered by the three islands’ size, lack of natural resources, isolation and poor transport and communications.

Construction next year of airstrips on all the islands would supplement Tokelau’s monthly shipping service and the territory recently joined the telecommunication club, although telephone services were still restricted.

Mr Perez said Tokelau this year had suffered its worst disaster in 70 years: in March all islands were devastated by tidal waves and strong winds while in February two islands were severly damaged by Cyclone Tusi. He thanked New Zealand for its prompt help with food and reconstruction materials.

“The disasters had somehow diverted our attention from other development requirements, they have to some extent demoralised the leadership and the people, but the courage and the spirit to counter any adversity ... is right there with them.”

Tokelau had expanded its ties with the South Pacific Commission, the University of the South Pacific and the Forum Fisheries Agency. Mr Perez took the opportunity to register Tokelau’s strong protest at continued French nuclear testing which jeopardised the islands’ fisheries, their major potential source of income.

Mr Perez said that although Tokelau did not want to remain forever on the UN list of territories, any changes should conform to the islands’ prevailing customs. “Our society, culture and traditions are substantially different from anywhere in the world and it is totally wrong to impose something on us that does not conform with our way of life.” Mr Perez told the UN decolonisation committee that Tokelau was happy the New Zealand Government wanted the islands to proceed at their own pace Sir Robert Rex 21 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

Nz Elections

Drastic steps taken on Fiji economy Fiji is heading for economic ruin and disaster as the country’s foreign reserves decline and its main export crop faces uncertainty. The interim government which took over after the military coup on May 14 has already devalued the Fiji dollar by 17.75 per cent as the first measure to prop up the declining foreign reserves, and the civil servants are to take a pay cut of up to 25 per cent to bring about a saving of Fsso million in expenditure.

On May 14, the day of the military takeover by Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka and his men, Fiji’s foreign reserves stood at Fsl7o million. On June 29 they were down to $ll3 million and it was then that the Governor of the Reserve Bank, Mr Savenaca Siwatibau, ended the sixweek long speculation of when and by how much the Fiji dollar was to be devalued. Everyone expected a devaluation in the Fiji dollar after the military coup but most financial experts, including the banks, were looking at 10 to 15 per cent devaluation.

In announcing the devaluation, Mr Siwatibau, who is also the adviser on economic affairs to the Governor-General Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau’s interim government, said “It was unavoidable under the circumstances”.

Circumstances in Fiji, both politically and economically, are now very different from those during the pre-coup period. Instead of a strong democratically-elected government in office, the country is run by the governor-general with the help of a team of advisers. There is no solution in sight to end the political stalemate, bringing back the confidence the country had enjoyed prior to the coup.

The first meeting of the special committee set up to redraft the country’s Constitution was boycotted by deposed Prime Minister, Doctor Bavadra, and three of his former Cabinet Ministers. The chairman of the committee, Sir John Favley, has said that the presence of Doctor Bavadra and the three ministers is essential for the group to achieve a meaningful consensus. Coup leader, Colonel Rabuka, has also imposed strict security at airports to prevent the importation of weapons. He said there were fairly good grounds to believe attempts may be made to import weapons and the increased security was justified. All this political uncertainty has direct bearing on the Fijian economy.

Fiji’s tourist industry the second most important sector in terms of foreign exchange earnings stands to lose millions of dollars through cancelled bookings because of negative publicity about Fiji abroad. The projection for 1987 was 287,000 visitors with a potential foreign exchange earning in excess of Fs2oo million. However with the massive dollar devaluation, extensive marketing efforts and low fares specially for Australian and New Zealand visitors, the industry hopes to recover much of the lost ground over the next six months.

But the real concern is over the number one foreign exchange earner, sugar. Sugar is the backbone of Fiji’s economy.

Sugar accounts for about 15 per cent of gross domestic Sugar cane harvesting in less troubled times 22 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987
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Mame: Address: HPM product, 60 per cent of total exports and about 25 per cent of the labour force is engaged in sugar-related activities. Earnings from this year’s sugar crop were forecast at around $2OO million. However, with the present situation, where harvesting has been delayed by three months, the loss in receipts may be anywhere between $3O-50 million.

Despite persuasion by the governor-general and the Fiji Sugar Corporation, Indian cane farmers, who make up more than 70 per cent of the growers, have refused to harvest their crop in protest against the overthrow of the Bavadra government by the military. Two sugar mills, one at Labasa in the island of Vanua Levu and the Penang Mill on the main island of Viti Levu, began crushing in the last week of June and the beginning of July but only Fijian cane farmers and some Indian farmers supplied cane to the mills. The crushing program could not be maintained and the mills had to close down on several occasions. Finally the Fiji Sugar Corporation announced a shut off of the two mills till the end of July.

It was only after the sugar harvesting and crushing program that the devaluation of the Fiji dollar was announced.

Observers feel that the sugar crushing was the key factor in determining the action of the Reserve Bank and, had the crushing continued without disruption and opposition from Indian cane farmers, Mr Siwatibau would have gambled to keep the Fiji dollar at its former levels. They point out that Fiji’s foreign reserves have reached more critical levels in the past and then the Reserve Bank had not seen fit to devalue the dollar. However, in this instance, there is no guarantee that sugar receipts will be released, hence the massive devaluation as a precaution.

The collapse of the industry will affect every other area of the economy. Last year Fiji earned just under $l3B million from sugar exports amounting to 54 per cent of the value of all exports. In 1984 Fiji’s foreign reserves hit the all-time low of $75 million and this year in January it was a record high of $196 million. Mr Siwatibau said normally “Our foreign reserves are low in the first half of the year and pick up in the second half but this time we are just draining out with no signs of picking up”.

The 17.75 per cent devaluation is largest in Fiji’s history.

The last devaluation was 5 per cent which was effected between April and May last year.

The closure of the mills and cessation of the cane harvesting for a month is designed to give the governor-general breathing space and enough time to bring about a peaceful solution to the political problem the country is facing. Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau has already announced a constitutional review committee which is to meet and prepare a report by the end of July. 23 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987 taken on Fiji nomy

Sugar and sugar alone holds the key to Fiji’s economic problems. A return to normal within the sugar sector is crucial for the recovery of the whole economy. It not only has direct consequences for income and employment in the sugar industry itself, but also has negative multiplier effects on the rest of the economy.

Devaluation was not the only measure announced by the Reserve Bank which is designed to contain and maintain Fiji’s foreign reserves at an acceptable level. The bank also put into effect other measures to put a stop to the drain on Fiji’s foreign reserves.

Fiji citizens can no longer invest overseas. Previously, Fiji residents were allowed to invest $5,000 per year overseas. Also those who have investments abroad may be asked to realise them and switch the proceeds from foreign currencies to Fiji dollars.

Fiji citizens who emigrate now face a restriction on the amount of money they can take with them. The head of the family is allowed only $4,000 and each dependant $2,000.

Mr Siwatibau said those who emigrate would be allowed to buy foreign exchange in “trenches”, the first trenche upon departure, the balance to be purchased as soon as the situation improved sufficiently. Up to 1976, those who emigrated were also restricted and were allowed to convert their Fiji dollars over a period of three years, but since then there has been no restriction. Fiji residents were allowed to convert their Fiji dollars into foreign currency even before departure.

Despite these tight new controls, large leakages of money are suspected. The Reserve Bank is investigating reports that a number of buisnessmen have managed to send hundreds-of-thousands of dollars out of the country, with the gift system being used to get money to overseas relatives.

The Governor of the Reserve Bank also announced changes to its stance on monetary policy. “The easy money policy of 1986 and the first half of 1987 has been changed. The minimum rate was raised from 8 per cent to 9 per cent” he said. Mr Siwatibau said the statutory reserve deposit (for trading banks) would be increased from five per cent to six per cent by the end of July. The outlook for Fiji’s balance of payments situation is bleak, Reaction to the Fiji dollar devaluation from business and commerce was mixed. The tourist, travel, hotel sectors and the main exporters such as pine, gold, ginger, fish and others welcomed the move but the consumers and importers described it as a blow to their livelihood.

Leading economists said devaluation will mean a rise of up to 18 per cent in the rate of inflation and a massive increase in unemployment. They pointed out that imported items will now cost up to 20 per cent more. Fiji’s dollar is tied to a basket of five currencies ... its main trading partners: Australia, New Zealand, Japan, United States and Britain.

On the plus side tourism will recover and bring in more receipts and, if and when sugar crushing begins, it will also bring in 18 per cent more revenue. Reacting to comments regarding higher prices for imported goods, Mr Siwatibau said the objective of the devaluation was also to make the consumers switch to locallyproduced goods. However some Fiji made products depend highly on imported ingredients as such will also reflect increased costs.

Analysts say while tourists, specially Australians and New Zealanders, will find a Fiji holiday much cheaper, the cost of food and travel in Fiji will increase.

Overseas investors will also get a better value for their money in Fiji but they doubt whether a devaluation will act as a sufficient incentive for foreign investors because political stability and confidence in a country’s overall economic structure play a bigger part in deciding where investments should be made.

They feel that Fiji will not attract foreign investors overnight but definitely it was a positive move.

However, for most businesses, the dollar devaluation is seen as the “last straw”.

Since the coup, the building and construction industry has come to a virtual standstill.

Traders of luxury consumer items and those dealing exclusively for the tourist market have reported drop in sales of up to 90 per cent. Now the devaluation will virtually cripple them.

The transport industry is expecting an increase of up to 20 per cent in the price of fuel, spare parts and tyres. Petrol without the devaluation costs 62 cents per litre in Fiji while diesel costs 40 cents a litre.

Wholesalers and importers expect a 20 per cent jump in the price of imported food. They say while the devaluation is 17.75 per cent other accumulative costs will mean a 20 per cent increase.

The government has already moved to bring the distribution of imported goods and essential foods under its control, with plans afoot to upgrade the National Marketing Authority.

The expanded authority will attempt to break down present importer monopolies, counter the ban on Fiji imports by Australia and New Zealand, and open up new trade opportunities. The govemmemt is also considering increasing the duty on goods imported from Australia and New Zealand. As well, a relaxation of immigration laws to allow Chinese buisnessmen to enter and establish buisnesses in Fiji is on the drawing board. The timber industry is another sector exploring new markets, although considerable effort is being brought to bear to re-open old doors. The government also hopes anew copra pricing formula will lead to an increase in the production of copra, Fiji’s fifth largest foreign exchange earner.

For the average worker, be he a civil servant or engaged in the private sector,the future looks grim, with the chairman of the Fiji Council of Social Services, Pastor Aisak Kabu, suggesting that the National Emergency Services Committee be revived to monitor the situation and co-ordinate relief assistance.

Firstly, the country is going through a period of political uncertainty. Its main export crop is not being harvested.

The long spell of drought has already had its toll on the sugar crop and a delay will mean a further reduction in the yield of sugar.

The dollar has been devalued which effectively means a reduction of 20 per cent in its purchasing power.

And now a worker faces the prospect of a 20 to 25 per cent pay cut and, if the situation doesn’t improve, loss of employment or part-time employment. Most commercial firms have already started a shorter working week or are planning such a move. Business transactions in every sphere of activity, be it radio advertisting or hardware sales, have taken a nosedive. Temporary and casual staff have been laid off and permanent staff are working on the basis of week on, week off. Statutory bodies such as the National Airline, Air Pacific, the national radio station, Radio Fiji and the Fiji Electricity Authority have all announced a reduction in their services and shorter working week for staff.

The Army has already announced a voluntary pay cut of 20 per cent for its men which the military says will bring in a saving of $5 million per annum.

Government services have been cut by 20 per cent and a 25 per cent pay cut across the board for the civil servants is expected to save $5O million per year.

But the question being posed by observers is will this be enough? There are no definite signs of any recovery. Pessimists paint a gloomy picture with predictions of a further devaluation of the Fiji dollar and another pay cut for all civil servants and other workers. They talk of starvation and civil unrest. But the optimist still sees light at the end of the tunnel and the flicker of flame is the sugar industry!— 24 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

*>] Australian Maritime College Graduate Diploma in Hydrograph c Surveying A one-year full-time course commencing in February each year.

Graduates will have a qualification in hydrographic surveying which is recognised internationally as being at the highest professional level.
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For further information, please contact: The Admissions Officer Australian Maritime College PO Box 986 LAUNCESTON. Tasmania, Australia ISO 61 03 26 0311 Tourists returning to Fiji The tourists are returning to Fiji. A member of the Governor General’s Council of Advisers and a senior tourist official predict its hotels will recover pre-coup occupancy rates by September.

This is despite continuing unrest in the sugar industry, underlined by sporadic acts of sabotage, alleged burning of Indian-owned crops by indigenous Fijians and the Fijian Sugar Corporation’s decision to close its mills in July so that tempers can cool.

But Fijian tourist and airline officials have impressive figures to back up the claim that the lure of cheap package holidays is bringing back Australians, Fiji’s main source of tourists.

By July Ist, ten days after the new $299 Sydney-to-Fiji return fare was announced, the regional manager for the Fiji Visitors Bureau in Sydney, Bill Whiting, had 5000 bookings, virtually all Australian tourists. Air Pacific flights out of Sydney and Brisbane were fully booked for July and August and heavily booked for September. “We’re delighted,” he said.

Hotels which had reported occupancy rates plummeting to ten per cent from a normal 70 per cent in June, were by July reporting at least 35 per cent occupancy. The Fijian Resort claimed 60 per cent occupancy, while Tabua Hotel, on the Coral Coast, specialising in budget holidays, had an average 79 per cent occupancy for July including two weeks fully booked.

Mr Mumtaz Ali, a member of the Governor General’s Council of Advisers, and a Senator until the coup, has forecast that occupancy rates for tourist hotels will return to a normal of 70 per cent or more by September.

He said this before the Fijian currency was devalued by 17.5 per cent, a factor that can only enhance Fiji as a tourist destination.

Mr Ali made his prediction during a wide-ranging interview with PIM when he was in Australia in June, leading a delegation of Fijian trade, airline and tourist officials on a mission to persuade Australians that the worst was over.

In late June the Department of Foreign Affairs rescinded its caution to Australian tourists against visiting Fiji.

In the first week of July, Qantas cabin crews lifted their ban on flying Australian tourists into Fiji, thus providing three more flights a week, and relieving the passenger log jam building up on Air Pacific.

Mr Ali returned home satisfied that the Australian waterside workers’ ban on Fijian trade, excluding foodstuffs, would be lifted. “There is a school of thought in Fiji that we should be exploring alternative sources of supply, ” he told PIM, “and that we should never again place ourselves in a position where we could be held to ransom by the trade unions of one of our trading partners.

“I disagree with the view that we should diversify away from Australia. I have argued that we should stay with our known friends. ”

While Mr Ali exuded optimism for tourism in Fiji, he was less sanguine on other matters.

Speaking to PIM after returning to Suva he described the devaluation and the recently extended powers of arrest and seizure vested in Fijian army officers as pre-emptive measures in anticipation of what might happen.

Devaluation reflected not a fall in the value of the Fijian currency, but fear that this might happen, he said. New emergency powers had likewise been invoked as a precaution.

The army was no more in evidence than before, but the fact that they had been gazetted was causing unease in rural areas, and he deplored this.

He also felt that the sugar industry would be unable to meet some of its contractual commitments to overseas buyers this year, but he was confident the shortfall would be made up in 1988 without losing markets to other suppliers.

Mr Ali regretted that Dr Bavadra’s refusal to nominate four representatives to the proposed 16-member Committee for Constitutional Review was delaying the Governor General’s timetable to return Fiji to parliamentary government a year from now.

Mr Ali said that the new constitution could be expected to entrench a provision that future governors-general be drawn from the Great Council of Chiefs, and that indigenous Fijians enjoy a permanent majority in Parliament. He did not relish the prospect of partial disenfranchise of the Indian community, “but we have to face realities,” he shrugged.

He added that fear by indigenous Fijians of political domination by Indian Fijians had been a matter of public record at least since the 1977 elections.

He believed, he said, that the coup leader, Lt Colonel Rabuka had hoped that by deposing the Coalition Government, the Governor General would install the Alliance Party opposition in power.

“But the conscience of the Fijian people would not allow that.

“I do not believe Colonel Rabuka would have acted as he did without the sanction of community leaders. But I do not see that any useful purpose would be served by trying to identify who they were.”

Chris Ashton. 25 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

Jim Taylor The Encyclopaedia of Papua New Guinea has a page with the single heading, “Taylor”.

Everyone connected with Papua New Guinea knows who that refers to - James Lindsay Taylor, the legendary explorer of the Highlands.

He was a man of seeming contraditions: an adventurer and a civiliser, a romantic visionary who took to his heart the highly pragmatic Highlanders, a quiet and peaceful man who led some of the most testing patrols in New Guinea, a man of both the grand gesture and the most forward looking policy proposal. He could be a stern father and a tough leader, but he upheld all the gentlemanly courtesies, and he spoke always for tolerance.

He valued civilisation highly, and thought that no people could be civilised until they had learnt to read, but he considered the Highlanders a wise and energetic people. He spent most of his life among them, and he helped introduce them to the world with perhaps less stress, so far, than any other colonised people.

Jim Taylor was born at Bronte, NSW, on 25 January 1901. That, he was later fond of saying, was at least a hundred years too late. His age was the age of adventurers - of Blackbeard, stout Cortez, Wolfe, Cook and Livingstone.

Yet adventure was not enough. His greatest heroes were men whose deeds also help advance European civilisation. He grew up during the Great War, when both adventure and civilisation were much talked about, but when he left Sydney Technical High School and enlisted, aged barely 16, in the 34 Battalion of the First AIF in March 1917, it was, he recalled, to help civilisation.

Back from the war, Taylor shared the restlessness of many returned men. He began a search for a purpose - a quest for the Holy Grail of life, he might have said: a year at Sydney University, an odd job or two, three years from 1923 in the NSW Police, and in 1926 a shift to the New Guinea Constabulary. He arrived when an appreciation of his life and work by close friend Bill Gammage think, one of the happiest and most exciting times in our lives.

We felt that we were taking part in some very great discoveries and looked forward to life with bounding hearts.” He had found his Holy Grail. Within a few days he wrote to his district officer, “It would seem that we are on the verge of a new era of development in these parts...it is probable that this interior tableland...extends from the Morobe border to the Sepik and contains a population of something like 200,000 people - none of whom are under control... 1 wish to suggest that- ...this interior...be made the subject of a concentrated effort to bring the whole area under control...”

This was a majestic vision.

Taylor knew that the Administration had not the immediate resources to achieve it, but he began the task anyway.

On March 28, 1933 he left Bena with Mick and Danny Leahy and surveyor Ken Spinks. A few days later he looked down into the mighty Wahgi vally, feeling like stout Cortez, and then descended into the lands where more people lived than any white person had ever dreamt was possible in the Highlands. They had found one of the world’s most beautiful places, a land and people splashed with bright colours. the recent Edie Creek gold discoveries had created an urgent demand for the extension of European administration there, and soon was seconded from the police to work as a patrol officer in Morobe.

The work appealed: it was adventurous, self-directed, and civilising. He made a deal with the New Guinea Administration. In return for cleaning up police corruption in Rabaul, he would be permanently made a kiap. He was Inspector of Police, Rabaul, in 1928-31, and in 1931 was posted back to Morobe as an assistant district officer. In October 1932 he was sent to open the Upper Ramu patrol post, now Kainantu, the first government station in the Highlands.

Around him were densely populated grasslands occupied, by a vigorous, self-reliant and agriculturally sophisticated people, and beyond the mountains to the west and south stretched lands never seen by white men. The challenge and the opportunity seized Taylor’s imagination.

That December Taylor met Mick Leahy’s prospecting party in the Goroka Vally west of Bena Bena. They told him they had been as far west as Mount Elimbari and had seen a large populated valley stretching away to the northwest.

“We were all very excited,”

Taylor recalled, “This was, I Within three weeks they were at Mount Hagan and exploring the country around. Within two months they had walked over more of the Highlands and contacted more people than any European or Highlander had ever done. They stayed seven months.

On returning, the civiliser in Taylor took the place of the adventurer. “It now remains for us,” he wrote, “To bring the inhabitants the Britannica.

The Bena-Hagen patrol was probably the most satisfying time of Taylor’s life, but he knew there was more to do in the Highlands. He worked happily there from 1934 to 1936, and when in 1937 he was transferred to Manus he was disconsolate. He thought Manus pleasant, but a backwater. The real work and the great adventures lay in the Highlands, and it was with relief that he learnt in October 1937 of his appointment to lead an exploratory patrol from Mount Hagen west to the Dutch border.

This was the Hagen-Sepik patrol, comprising Taylor, patrol officer John Black, medical assistant Pat Walsh, twenty police and 230 carriers. It left Mount Hagen in March 1938 and in the next 15 months traversed much new country.

It was the longest and best equipped patrol in the history of New Guinea, and the last of the great Australian exploratory expeditions which had begun with Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth 126 years before. Indeed, in some senses it marked the end of five centuries of major European exploration into the lands of other peoples.

Taylor had not been born too late.

It took Taylor almost a year to write his Hagen-Sepik patrol report, but he produced an invaluable account of some 500-pages in which he again spoke of bringing Pax Britannica to the lands he had recently contacted. But he was sent to the Sepik, and was at Aitape when the Pacific War began.

Early in 1942 another Sepik ADO, George Ellis, began be- Continued on page 47 Jim Taylor and his daughter Daisy Carpenter 26 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987
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P.O. BOX 119THIRROUL, AUSTRALIA2SIS PHONE: (042) 67-1298 $178,000 FAX: (042) 67-4791 TELEX: AA29125 trade winds Charter company to fly to Noumea The French charter company Minerve has announced plans to service New Caledonia with a Paris -Montreal-Honolulu-Noumea route due to open in September.

Minerve’s Chief Executive, Mr Rene-Fernand Meyer said in Noumea in July that they also hoped to establish a Tokyo- Noumea route within the next year.

Meyer was in New Caledonia for talks with the Chamber of Commerce, the Office of Tourism, hotel owners and political leaders.

While the French High Council for Commercial Aviation(CSAM) has given approval for Minerve’s entry to New Caledonia, the Minister of Transport has not yet signed the agreement.

The company plans to start with flights every two weeks, with weekly flights during peak seasons - these schedules would be revised after one year. A modified DC 8 73 (250 seats) and a DC 10 30 (300 seats) would be used according to seasons and demand, Meyer said.

Prior to the change of government in France in 1986 (and the liberalisation of air transport) Minerve passengers had to travel to Brussels for the charter flights, but since flights now leave from Paris the company’s passenger numbers to the Caribbean have risen by nearly 100,000.

Meyer predicts that 20% of Minerve’s New Caledonia clients would be budget tourists and 50% would be families of Caledonian residents.

However, he is also confident that negotiations currently under way with the French Government will lead to Minerve taking some of the traffic of CRS riot police.

Minerve’s 1986 turn over was 400 million French francs (A$ 93 million), double their 1985 turn over. Meyer forecasts a 1987 figure of 600 million French francs (A$ 139.5 million).

The company’s personnel numbers 450, and its fleet comprises six DCBs, one MD 83 and two Caravelles, with a DC 10 30 to be added shortly.

Meanwhile UTA’s Noumea management has announced a new fare structure, including reduced fares for some age groups, and has denied these moves are a response to the proposed Minerve entry to New Caledonia.

The new fares, which take effect from September, include reductions for the over-60s, students, groups and for 12 to 26 year olds, a super-Apex, reduction in the round-theworld fare, and a reduction by two months of the high season.

UTA has also announced that orders have been placed for two Boeing 747 400, to be used on the Paris-Noumea run by 1989, and 12 Airbus A 340 (the first to be delivered in 1992). The 747 400 would enable UTA to fly Paris-Singapore without stopover, and eventually Singapore-Noumea without stopovers.

But New Caledonia’s domestic airline, Air Caledonie, is experiencing problems following the purchase of the ATR 42.

The company, which took possession of its first ATR 42 in June 1986, totalled only 1,525 flying hours in 12 months with the new plane which needs 2000 hours minimum to be profitable.

Air Caledonie is finding the ATR 42 unsuitable for New Caledonie, where most passengers prefer only early morning or late afternoon flights and although the new plane cuts flying time to the Loyalty Islands by nearly half, one can’t serve all the routes.

Moreover, the company would need to increase fares by 30% to reduce the loss, an impossibility with its clientele.

The company is now finding that the plane is more suited to longer haul regional routes such as to Vanuatu, Wallis Island or Fiji; routes that belong to Air Caledonie International, which also runs at a loss.

Two ATR 42s were ordered five years ago when the future included prospects for hotels in the islands, tourism was expanding and Air Caledonie In- 28 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

ACTA has charted a new course. A course that will set a cracking pace on the Australia- Fiji run.

ACTA has built an enviable reputation in shipping from Australia to the East Coast of America. A reputation for reliability and ontime delivery that’s hard to match.

The good news is that you now expect the same standard of excellence between Australia and Fiji.

Because ACTA is determined to live up to its reputation in this new service which will be available from Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane.

To find out more about life in the fast lane of shipping, make a phone call now to ACTA’s Fijian representatives, Burns Philp(SS)Co. Ltd., on Suva: Tel 311 777 —T 4CT0003 Lautoka: Tel 60777 29 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

Boafl-Hugginq. BncK-flitina. Pa 4i m m * >1 m mr < V m m K I w ft] m m ** # 0 *O3 % srai HILUX 4WD Regular Cab, Long Wheelbase One tough truck just got tougher. Toyota’s dedication to superior performance vehicles takes a step forward today with the New Hilux.

A refined front grille and bumper design, new instrument panel for a feeling of spaciousness and command and plush colour co-ordinated trim are a few new additions to the New Hilux.

And extensive anti-corrosive galvanealed steel protection now includes the tailgate panel and rear door panel, making Hilux more durable than ever before.

Yet for all its improvements, the best of the original Hilux is also TOYOTA

Quality Service

AMERICAN SAMOA: BURNS PHILP (SOUTH SEA) CO., LTD., PO. Box 129, Pago Pago. COOK ISLANDS: COOK ISLAN AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLIES COMPANY, A Division of Burns Philp (South Sea) Co., Ltd., G.P.O. Box 355, Suva. GUAM & MIDI Tamuning. KIRIBATI: TARAWA MOTORS, A Division of Bairiki Holdings Ltd., P.O. Box 36, Bairiki, Tarawa. NAURU: NAUFfR SERVICE IMPORTATION AUTOMOBILE DU PACIFIQUE, Rond-Point du Pacifique (Station Total) B.P. 438, Noumea. NIUE: B NORFOLK ISLAND: BORRY’S LIMITED, P.O. Box 169. PAPUA NEW GUINEA: ELA MOTORS, A Division of Burns Philf CORPORATION, P.O. Box 267. Saipan. SOLOMON ISLANDS: SOLOMON ISLANDS INVESTMENTS LTD., G.P.O. Box 140,;|,i TONGA: BURNS PHILP (TONGA) LTD., P.O. Box 55, Nukualofa. VANUATU: VANUATU MOTORS, A Division of Burns Philfol BURNS PHILP (SOUTH SEA) CO., LTD., P.O. Box 188, Apia.

If ic-Tough. The New Hilux. * -j nkct f % . % A • * K I - N ■ I ■ s»' *V * k * * * € * * 91 p . 3re: a big tailgate conveniently hinged for quick loading and unloading; reinforced front suspension to smooth out ie bumps, and bias-mounted, extra-heavy-duty rear shocks and knobbly tyres to take on any terrain.

Areas where galvanealed steel is used Toyota’s long history of super-responsive engines, ruggedness, reliability and comfort goes without saying. And in the Hilux, it’s yours in both 2-wheel-drive and 4x4 versions.

So, after comprehensive testing and thorough quality control, the New Hilux is ready to bring a new standard of toughness to the Pacific.

And isn’t that exactly what you expect from Toyota?

DING CORPORATION LTD., Private Bag, Rarotonga. FIJI: ►IA: ATKINS KROLL, INC., 443 South Marine Drive, ERATIVE SOCIETY, Central Pacific. NEW CALEDONIA: HILP (SOUTH SEA) CO., LTD., P.O. Box 39, Alofi.

Ltd., P.O. Box 75, Port Moresby. SAIPAN: MICROL TAHITI: NIPPON AUTOMOTO. B.P. 342. Papeete. □) Ltd., P.O. Box 18, Port Vila. WESTERN SAMOA: TOYOTA

Local Agents And

REPRESENTATION 117 York St., Sydney.

Cables: Henco Sydney.

G.P.O. Box 3949.

Telephone: 261 1955.

For specialised and personalised buying service throughout the Pacific Islands and the East.

Papua New Guinea

RABAUL: M. & C. Seeto, P.O. Box 131, Rabaul, Telephone 92 2919 FIJI K. Withenngton Ltd., P O. Box 293, Suva.

Telephone 22 356.

VANUATU John Lum & Associates, P.O. Box 65, Santo.

Telephone 329.

Solomon Islands

Mr. Ken Szetu, P.O. Box 45, Honiara.

Telephone 22 637.

Resident Agents in other Pacific Territories IfreMrMeixlrantl ternational was expected to complement the local carrier in its services.

Instead, tourism has suffered from the political turmoil of 1984, the hotel on Ouvea Island was arsoned, and Air Caledonie International has no links with the domestic Air Caledonie.

The second plane is due for delivery in 1988 and payments, which began in 1982 will increase until the delivery date.

The Board of Directors of Air Caledonie (the Territory is the major shareholder) will thus consider the immediate sale of the second plane, since the order cannot be cancelled.

Sofrana moves again to block ACTA Sofrana Unilines is seeking a court injunction to stop shipping competitor ACTA (Associated Container Transportation Australia) from offering a Noumea service. The court move was made in Sydney in mid-July when Sofrana learnt that ACTA was due to begin a Noumea service in early August.

It is the second court bid by Sofrana against ACTA - an application for an injunction against the provision of a Fiji service by ACTA was rejected by a Sydney judge late last year.

ACTA had been a shareholder in PAD Line (Pacific Australia Direct) along with ANL and the Swedish company Transatlantic, but withdrew from PAD in October 1986. However, PAD ran several joint ventures with Sofrana.

Sofrana claims that in starting a Noumean service ACTA is in breach of a protection clause in the contract between Sofrana and PAD - that PAD could not service Noumea within two years of the expiration of the contract.

The PAD/Sofrana contract expired on December 31 last year.

ACTA argues that it was no longer covered by the PAD/ Sofrana contract since it withdrew from PAD in October last year to go alone.

In last year’s case Sofrana sought an injunction restraining ACTA from servicing Fiji, arguing that ACTA was still a partner of Sofrana and could not compete.

As well as rejecting the claim the judge also awarded costs to ACTA Mission takes trade inquiries An Australian trade relations mission has been touring Tonga, Western Samoa and the Cook Islands. The mission received trade inquiries about, among other things, construction of industrial premises, sewing machines, cans and machinery for footwear, saddlery and woollen garment manufacture.

New gold discoveries in PNG largest gold exploration companies in the Pacific region, has announced the discovery of seven gold prospects in Papua New Guinea.

Samplings of the finds at Sehulea on Normanby Island have indicated gold values ranging from just over one gram a tonne to almost 18 grams, the most significant results yet obtained by the company.

The managing director of City Resources, Mr Laurie Johnson, said samples taken almost a kilometre away from the site showed returns of 13 grams a tonne, indicating the potential extent of the ore zone.

He said the discovery had followed other successful finds of epithermal gold prospects, which are produced by volcanic action and are generally within a few hundred metres of the ground surface.

Mr Johnson also said that the company’s mine on Lihir Island was now showing the potential to be the largest deposit in the world.

Air Caledonie International-flies at a loss. 32 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY-AUGUST, 1987

MALTUNAL PTY. LTD.

Coffee Management Consultants Specialists in practical plantation development ★ Nursery through to export grade Green Bean. ★ Management Systems. ★ Costings and budgets.

Extensive experience in estate development alone or in conjunction with allied small holder (20 hectares and up) development.

P.O. Box 161 Ph (675) 52-1744 Ml. Hagen W.H.P. (675) 52-2235 Papua New Guinea Fax (675) 52-2713 He said 12 million ounces had already been mined and that it was possible the mine could now produce another 12 million ounces.

Lini signs Vanitel agreement The Vanuatu Government has acquired a one-third shareholding in Vanitel, the company which owns and operates Vanuatu’s telecommunications service. The Prime Minister, Father Walter Lini, last month signed a share agreement with the Cable and Wireless Company of Britain and France Cables Et Radio, the two companies that owned Vanitel. The new company has been given the sole right to own and operate international telecommunications for Vanuatu for the next 20 years. The British and French companies will manage Vanitel for the next five years.

Negotiations will begin soon to bring both international and internal telecommunications under the one management.

Vanuatu exports fall Vanuatu’s exports for 1986 were down almost 50 per cent from the figures for 1985. The Annual Export Bulletin states that the total value of exports in 1986 was $9.5 million, about half that of the previous year.

Re-exports fell from $12.8 million to $8.7 million following the closure of the South Pacific Fishing Company on Santo.

The main destinations for Vanuatu’s exports in 1986 were Japan, France and Holland, with copra accounting for 47 per cent of the value of all exports. Cocoa and beef accounted for a further 20 per cent and 15 per cent respectively.

Australians seek large PNG market A West Australian trade mission sponsored by the State Government, the Confederation of Western Australian Industry and Austrade will visit Papua New Guinea in November, with delegates from the organisations attending special intertrade seminars in Port Moresby and Rabaul. A new shipping service from Western Australia to Port Moresby and Lae has increased the state’s exports to Papua New Guinea, although these still account for less than two per cent of the all-Australia export total. West Australian Transport Minister, Mr G. Troy, said the new service had had a dramatic effect on the state’s trade effort. By the end of the year West Australian exports to Papua New Guinea will have increased by about 300 per cent, against a 15 per cent increase in total exports to Papua from Australia, he said.

PNG Shipping sold off The Papua New Guinea Government has sold the PNG Shipping Corporation to Steamships Trading Company for $2.3 million.

The PNG Shipping Corporation was established in 1977, but recorded 10 years of losses totalling $9.5 million. The decision to sell the company was taken when the administrators of its creditors scheme decided that the company had no chance of trading out of its financial difficulties. The PNG Government retains a minority shareholding in the company of about 27 per cent.

New rice mill for PNG Papua New Guinea’s first rice mill and packaging plant is to be built at Lae by PNG’s largest rice distributor, Rice Industries Pty Ltd.

The mill will start operating next year and will process and package imported rice as well as locally-grown rice from the Sepik and Morobe provinces.

It will cost several million dollars and will employ an initial 30 workers. The managing director of Rice Industries, Mr Paul Davis, said the aim of setting up the mill is to encourage the development of more rice farms in Papua New Guinea.

New beer for Tonga A new locally-made beer has gone on sale in Tonga, produced by the Royal Beer Company under the chairmanship of Crown Prince Tupouto’a.

The beer, which is the product of a 50-50 joint venture between the Pripp Brewery of Sweden and a Tongan firm, will hopefully dominate the market, replacing Australian brews currently available. Tongans have been asked to show their loyalty to the kingdom by switching to the new beer.

The beer is only available in bottles which, the company says, are reusable and better for the environment than the aluminium cans containing Australian beer. In addition, a spokesman for the company claimed that the pop-off rings from the aluminium cans, besides giving indigestion to cattle and fish, wreaked havoc with lawnmowers.

Steel-frame houses for Pacific An Australian company, Duraframe Australia, is to supply more than 500 steel-framed houses worth $l6 million to the Cook Islands over the next 18 months.

The houses have galvanised steel frames and use a simple locking slot system for accurate assembly. There is a 50-year warranty on the frames and the houses will withstand termites, white ants and cyclones. They are also relatively fire resistant In addition, the houses offer a saving of up to $6OOO per house as compared with conventional-style buildings and can be assembled quickly by unskilled labor.

The company is currently negotiating to supply homes and technology to other parts of the Pacific.

Phosphate feasibility study Two Australian companies are to investigate the possibilities of mining phosphate deposits left on Banaba island in Kiribati by the British Phosphate Commission in 1979.

The Kiribati Government estimates that the remaining deposits could be worth up to $18.5 million, The study will be carried out in September. 33 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

CITIZEN S ■ IM ■ wm m ■■ • »■ m f mm* l Hir ■ * ■ / * >3i. f *£>- '^l UC: « ; i /I fi We Ve got fashion creations, sports innovations, high-tech inspirations. For any situation - there’s a Citizen watch. ■I CITIZEN FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: Australia: Citizen Watches Australia Pty. Ltd., 122 Old Pittwater Road, Brookvale, NSW 2100.

Tel: 939 7077. Cable: Citizen Sydney.

Telex: AA26633. Fax; 932864.

Fiji Islands: Tappoo Limited, P.O. Box, Sigatoka, Fiji. Tel: 50199. Telex: FJ4244.

New Zealand: Citizen Watches (N.Z.) Ltd., P.O. Box 9518, Auckland, New Zealand.

Tel: 543 393. Telex: 21429. Fax: 544177.

Norfolk Island: Landy & Co., P.O. Box 31, Norfolk Island, 2899, South Pacific. Tel: 2163.

American Samoa: Malaloa Duty Free Shoppers, P.O. Box 2183, Pago Pago, American Samoa, 96799. Tel: 633 5513.

Tahiti: Morgan Vernex, Fare Lite B.P. 449, Tahiti.

Tel: 2.03.09.

New Caledonia: Est. Ballande, B.P. Box C 4, Noumea, New Caledonia. Tel: 27.20.31.

Rarotonga: South Seas International Ltd., P.O. Box 49, Rarotonga, Cook Islands. Tel: 2327 Papua New Guinea: Kara Pty. Limited, P.O. Box 329, Port Moresby. Tel: 25 6044.

Uneasy calm in Noumea Alain Rollat, specialist writer for Le Monde on French Overseas Territories reports from Noumea on the lead-up to the September 13 referendum and on the risk of violent confrontation between the pro-and antiindependence forces. Rollat finds that a uneasy calm reigns in New Caledonia today which he says brings to mind the story of the ant and the grasshopper, in which the ants toiled industriously for winter while the grasshopper made merry - and found himself without food in winter.

For carefree Noumea the party hasn’t stopped. Life is punctuated by fashion parades, beauty contests, bazaars and wind-surfing races off the Club Med beach. Between Anse Vata and Baie des Citrons joggers compete with cycling fanatics. At the casino the gleaming money machines are making a profit. Soldiers on leave queue up at the beach for the trip to Amadee lighthouse, the tourist destination on the coral reef.

On the commercial front too, all is well. The Employers’

Federation is pleased that private investment has totalled over 71 million French francs(Asl6.s million) since the beginning of the year. Happiest though, are the property developers, with construction going on everywhere. The city is holding up now - the local daily claims the “French record” for shops: 337 square metres of commercial space per 1000 inhabitants, (“three times higher than any department in France”).

The manna of the State is still falling: in 1986 France spent 1,575,678,886 FF(A5366.4 million) on the territory, without counting subsidies given directly to the territorial budget.

The exceptional effort that the French Government decided to put into reviving the economy brought the figure for development aid from the State to about 530,126,133 FF(approx Asl23 million). The municipality of Noumea obtained the biggest packet -14 million FF(AS3.2 million)- the Territorial Tourism Office also did well, getting 6 million FF(A- -sl.4million) as did Air Caledonie International with 5 million FF(ASI.2 million), and the Surf Hotel - in which anti-independence RPCR party leader Jacques Lafleur is a shareholder received 2.8 million FF(A5651,163).

French Overseas Territories Minister Bernard Pons is happy with the level of metropolitan interest: his excursion to Ouvea island, a pro-independence stronghold, went beautifully.

He was even carried in triumph upon his arrival. No-one dared to spoil his fun by telling him that the hired applause which greeted him had been brought over the night before from Noumea on the initiative of his RPCR friends.

But let’s not be too cynical.

No-one among the Noumea “grasshoppers” is willing to pay attention to the warning signals sounded by former centrist Senator, Mr Lionel Cherrier, against the “artificial prosperity” of Noumea compared with “the notorious under-development” of the interior regions. Cherrier denounces the “collusion between Mr Pons and the leaders of RPCR who also represent the principal fortunes of the territory”, and warns that “if the Government carries on in this pig-headed way then the Caledonian problem will become another Lebanon, but in miniature”.

Nobody gets excited anymore (except Mr Lafleur and his lieutenants, who are irritated) by the demands of the extreme right - which in the “Caledonian Weekly” recently attacked the forthcoming referendum as being in the interests of profiteers who can’t be trusted to keep the tricolour flying.

Meanwhile, tucked away at the Bonde mission in the austere hills of the north-east of the Grande Terre, Father Denis Jacquin is fighting the administration for a cut-rate telephone to be installed. The parish accounts which are taped to the never-closed door of his office show a deficit of 2,9B4FF(approx A 5694).

This is the reality here. The largesse of the French Government doesn’t extend to Bonde.

For 18 years this European Marist missionary has served as a man-of-all-work for the Melanesian tribes above the town of Ouegoa. He puts such heart and faith into his work that watching him is enough to make one want to award him the Nobel Peace prize. He loves “his” Kanaks and they respond in kind. Not one FLNKS leader fails to turn up at Sunday Mass.

The office of deacon is even performed by the Union Caledonienne delegate and the FLNKS Mayor of Ouegoa provides a rich tone in the male choir.

Father Jacquin is not an independantiste. He knows that a break between New Caledonia and France could be a catastrophe for all Kanaks.

But when in autumn, along with many other Catholic priests, he signed an appeal for justice for his flock, it was because he also knows that the despair that grips the Kanaks of Bonde and elsewhere could bring an even worse catastrophe. He adds; “Its a sham to try and maintain a colonial situation in the name of democratic values.”

In November 1984 Father Jacquin rang alarm bells on the eve of the territorial elections which generated into insurrection. Nobody took him seriously. This time he appears less alarmist: “The tension is not as high.

Everyone fears violence. But the Kanaks are cornered and the instruction to boycott will be followed because they have no choice. ”

Massed in front of the church, Father Jacquin’s congregation - young and old agree. Two and a half years after the death of the FLNKS “chef de guerre”, portraits of Eloi Machoro adorn many teeshirts.

The new “Minister for Security” in the “Provisional Government” of Kanaky is Mr Aymard Bouanaoue. Mayor of Belep, one of the most hard-line FLNKS bastions, he has already won a measure of glory Jaques Lafleur 35 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

when last January he demanded and got the departure of parachutists and gendarmes from his municipality - after they had disembarked, unannounced, to “nomadise” the island.

Bouanoue is largely responsible for coordinating the arrangements for the “great march for independence in peace’’(and for the boycott of the referendum) that the independence movement is organising to start on August 23 and to arrive, all going well, in Noumea on September 3.

Along the way FLNKS militants will hand out copies of the “Proposed constitution of Kanaky”to Caldoches, in a bid to prove their commitment to keeping New Caledonia a democratic and multi-racial society.

FLNKS local committees, as disciplined as ants, are methodically working away so that all Kanaky will swing into action throughout the Grande Terre at the end of August.

FLNKS leader Jean-Marie Tjibaou is aware of the risk of violence this strategy carries especially when the division of the march into many smaller parades will no doubt lead to numerous encounters between militants and police or militants and Caldoche self-defence groups. This is most likely at Bourail on the East Coast, where marchers from Poum and Pouebo in the north are due to converge on August 29.

References to the Algerian FLN (National Liberation Front) or to Colonel Gaddafi are finished - Tjibaou is now inspired by the pacifist farmers of Larzac in France: “if there is violence it won’t be from us”.

In the eyes of the UN which has endorsed the independence cause, Tjibaou can’t afford to be seen as an irresponsible trouble-maker. But he is also aware that Mr Pons and the French Government will take political advantage from a weak boycott. Thus he is taking the paradoxical gamble of a radicalisation...calmly accepting the risks of outbursts that his ambiguous instructions could encourage, all the more so because his own party, Union Caledonienne, does not have enough staff to completely control the youngest and most warlike militants.

In any case the choice is not disputed. Among the leaders of the other FLNKS parties - Palika, FULK and UPM- no-one appears capable of competing with Tjibaou for influence. His position is even stronger than two years ago, unlike that of his number one political opponent Mr Jacques Lafleur, who has been weakened by dissent in the conservative camp.

In truth, the only real change within the FLNKS has been in the awareness of Tjibaou and his followers that independence won’t come tomorrow. In November 1984 with a Socialist government in power and with the stimulus given by Machoro many independantistes thought they could gain it on the ground by force, not being able to gain it legally through the ballot box.

“Today, with so many troops present here, the balance of forces has changed”,the FLNKS leader points out, “and we must adapt to this new context”.

So to prevent Mr Pons from being able to claim victory on the night of September 13, the FLNKS will use all means, including direct pressure, to dissuade Kanak voters from taking part in the referendum, to give the lowest participation rate possible.

The failure of the French Government will be evident if the abstention rate reaches 50%. And Mr Pons is not at all protected from such a setback.

If all independantiste voters had boycotted the September 1985 regional elections, the abstention rate would have been 50.39 %. Moreover, on the day of the poll the FLNKS militants will mobilise around the polling stations to stress the dubious character of the results of this high- risk referendum.

Tjibaou is preparing the movement for a long resistance beyond the date of the referendum: “we must find a strategy that will create a new balance of forces,” he told his Union Caledonienne in January.

“Let the cowards stay in the forest So that all over New Caledonia we’ll find Kanaks on the road to say ’go no further’.

Plant supplies, stock up our shops and our cooperatives, buy radios, for a long and hard resistance. ”

Seven months later Tjibaou stresses that militants in the three FLNKS controlled regions are working “to increase the economic weight” of his movement in order “to destabilise the colonial interests.”

In spite of the complaints expressed after the change of government in France last year, the three FLNKS regional presidents have not done too badly through skilfull use of the powers that were left to them after the Conservative changes.

In the Northern region Tjibaou personally forecasts a positive balance-sheet. Funds that he saved have, for example, allowed him to back 511 mini-projects in several areas of economic development (agriculture, fisheries, cattle-raising, forestry, crafts, transport and commerce) to a sum of eight million FF(approx Asl.9 million).

At the back of this is the new line of the FLNKS leader: since independence is not guaranteed at the point of a gun, it must be won through poultry and pork farms which give an all-important economic weight to their political action.

Since the uncertainties of the French presidential election in 1988 will send the application of the new autonomy statute of Mr Pons back to the bottom of the in-tray, New Caledonia’s ordeals are not over.

Especially not if, (as some elders of Bonde tribe murmur mysteriously), political leaders may be helped by the best sorcerers as a last resort They have already been asked by some militants “to rub stones, make leaves tremble and coconuts fly” - to unleash with these magic rites the black forces of nature against Whites, though at the risk of their own lives.

Visiting Australia in late June for talks with Government officials and Kanak support groups, FLNKS leader Jean- Marie Tjibaou told PIM that he didn’t think the French Government would attempt to prevent the march for independence planned by the FLNKS.

“It will be very difficult for them to stop it. We are hoping for a big media presence because its a security for the people.

“All action that could be taken against our march can only accelerate the movement towards independence...

“1 think if a confrontation occurs, we can keep our sangfroid, even the most radical militants. I think so, because the most important thing for us remains the objective of the march, which is to obtain talks at the end - our final aim is always that.”

Meanwhile, anti-independence leader, Mr Jacques Lafleur, has announced an antiindependence “tri-colour” march. “We cure going to mobilise because it is our strong duty to mobilise for this referendum,” he said.

“We are going to show what we want in such a way that we will never have to show it again.

“We are going to unite to work out how to do it. We will go by car, by horse, by bicycle, by whatever means, but we are going to show how many of us refuse the threats of Mr Tjibaou. ‘Tor the moment we are preparing this march, preparing to be thousands of demonstrators and marchers for liberty, for France and its excellent preparation for the referendum.”
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Palau struggles in wake of Compact defeat A proposed Compact between Palau and the United States has gone down to defeat for the fifth time in as many years following a June 30 vote. Tension was high in Koror when the government laid off twothirds of its workers in response to a financial crisis which President Lazarus Salii blamed on the failure of the Compact to pass.

Heated debate between pro and anti-Compact leaders typified the run up to the vote, which was delayed a week when the Palau Supreme Court ruled that the government’s handling of absentee ballots was illegal, and voided all absentee votes cast.

The 67 per cent support shown for the Compact was once again short of the minimum. The Constitution stipulates that 75 per cent of the voters must approve any treaty allowing transit of nuclear warships or storage of nuclear weapons.

In exchange for funds in excess of $5OO million the exact amount is strongly disputed the Compact would have allowed the transit of nuclear powered vessels and US military use of land in the islands for a 50 year period.

However, most observers comment that internal political feuding, not opposition to US nuclear plans, led to the Compact’s defeat. On a grass roots level feelings against future US military activity are strong. But most political leaders opposing the Compact are eyeing a “better deal” within the confines of the proposed “free association” relationship. And free association presupposes concessions to the US military.

A government financial crisis prior to the June 30 vote led President Salii to cut the work week to 32 hours, and to limit water and electricity services.

Compact opponents charged Salii with unfairly pressuring voters to accept the Compact with these tactics.

Within days of the vote, Salii declared Palau bankrupt and ordered the layoff of 900 government employees, nearly two thirds of the entire government workforce. Mr Salii cited a treasury nearly US$2 million short of funds to meet payroll until October 1. The action sparked finger pointing on both sides.

“It’s getting a bit ugly here,” said Mr Bena Sakuma, an aide to House Speaker Santos Olikong, a leading Compact opponent. Most of the furloughed government workers have signed a petition calling for Mr Olikong’s resignation, while Mr Olikong and his supporters have called on Mr Salii to resign.

While the Palauans fight it out, United States officials say the US has done its part by approving the Compact even though the Palauans haven’t and it’s up to Palauans to resolve the situation.

Whether the amount of funding offered by the US for 50 years is US$l billion, as Mr Salii claims, it promises to be a financial windfall for the islands with a population of just over 13,000. Funds for construction projects will abound.

Commented Pacific Daily News (Guam) writer Mr Bart Stinson: “Whoever is president of Palau when a Compact is actually implemented will be able to take credit for it. Massive US spending for Compact related road building and other construction projects will provide an incumbent president with a patronage base that no opposition candidate could rival. ”

Compact opponents contend they could secure a better deal for Palau by further negotiations with the US. Compact opponents point to the Marshalls and Federated States, where the implementation of the Compact has brought substantial cuts in education and some other programs. Although some Compact opponents want to parlay their strategic The burnt out OICC building, Palau, a result of the last vote on the Compact of Free Association, (Feb. 87 PIM). 37 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987
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The failure of the Compact to reach a 75 per cent majority is unlikely to deter Mr Salii from continuing the quest for the Compact a document he has been involved in negotiating since the early 1970 s when he represented the Congress of Micronesia as chief political status negotiator.

His sweeping action of laying off most government workers until the new fiscal year on October 1 is already causing widespread dissension in Palau.

Mr Salii’s aim would appear to be twofold; finger Compact opponents as the cause of the financial crisis and to create a backlash that will either support a constitutional amendment removing the 75 per cent provision of a climate favourable for Compact passage in another vote.

People who have received government pay cheques every two weeks as far back as they can remember are not going to take a thfee month lay-off lightly. And with United States strategic interests at stake, the US is not going to jump to Palau’s assistance.

Mr Salii’s supporter, Mr John O. Ngiraked, the Compact election commissioner who quit to campaign for the pact a few days after Palau’s court ruled his absentee ballot scheme illegal, said of Compact opponents: “Each time they push for a defeat of the Compact, they don’t offer an alternative.”

That fact may be the key to Mr Salii’s ultimate success. Most current leading Compact opponents have, at one time or another, backed the Compact.

None of the leaders, who have so effectively campaigned against the Compact, have come forward endorsing another political option.

In fact, Mr Olikong took the clearly ineffective action of asking US Interior Department and United Nations officials for action to alleviate “the extremely serious and dangerous situation that has developed in Palau”. In a letter to the UN, Mr Olikong charged that Mr Salii’s mismanagement of funds and job furloughs will “throw Palau into chaos”.

Mr Salii, however, is certainly counting on United States officials to ensure the pressure remains on Palau. There is little sympathy in Washington for Palau’s budget woes, and no support for Compact opponents who are viewed as a threat to American security interests.

The opponents’ response to Mr Salii’s challenge may well determine Mr Salii’s next step.

In the past, there have been political battles that have reached a climax with violent results in Koror: buildings have been firebombed and President Haruo Remeliik was the first Pacific head of state to be assassinated. Mr Salii has transferred the onus of responsibility onto the Compact opponents.

After five plebiscites all with majorites for the Compact, but none with 75 per cent the time is ripe for innovative policy moves. Independence is the only option that would satisfy anti-nuclear sentiment, but to date there has been no clear position from Compact opponents on what they would like in place of the Compact.

Mr Salii himself is in a unique position to make a move for independence, but it is doubtful that he will do so. With the US needing voter approval to legitimise its military interests, another vote on a Compact of similar specifications is to be expected Giff Johnson.

President Lazarus Salii.

Western Samoa: A response to Albert Wendt by Misa Foni Retzlaff, Attorney General of Western Samoa ■ take issue with Pacific Islands Monthly’s treatment of our 25th Anniversary of Independence. In your June 1987 edition, the cover shows our police band at Tiarau with the caption “W. Samoa 25 years on.” Expecting an extensive, balanced and in-depth coverage of our 25 years of Independence, I found only two pages of coverage, an article by Albert Wendt: “W.

Samoa 25 years after: celebrating what?”

At the outset it is important to state that Albert Wendt is a favorite son of whom we are all justly proud. His literary achievements and his stature in the Pacific are matters that bring a special pride to us all.

It is for just this reason that when he decides to condemn our society as corruption-ridden and not worthy of his further indulgence, or indeed presence, that I feel compelled to make a statement in defence of all that is good in our Samoa.

Albert Wendt does not need to be apologetic about no longer living in the Samoa he states he both loves and despises. This enigma must be difficult to resolve; for surely if he loves Samoa, then he should be here among us, dealing with those aspects of our society he so despises. His achievements and talent now require an environment we cannot provide. His special achievement and source of particular pride to us all is that he is the local boy making it big in the papalagi academic world.

He needs this environment to provide the security and inspiration for what are now his world acclaimed writings.

Specifically, if you reconsider your article, Albert, you will have to admit in your heart it is unfair. To begin with, you generally condemn an entire country and race (and by implication yourself) of corruption for the acts of a few.

In generally condemning foreign investors you insult those foreign investors who are genuine and have made substantial investments in Samoa without greasing a single palm.

In this regard, for the record, we compare very favorably with our Pacific neighbors.

Your reference to the proposed toxic waste plant is erroneous and quite unfair. It is unfair because it was strongly resisted by the entire public service machinery and particularly the Attorney General’s Office. There were allegedly monies paid over (we tried but could not get any evidence with which to enable charges to be brought). It is erroneous as the subject never went to Parliament and was never close to Cabinet approval. The toxic waste promoters were working on MPs at a time when the budget was before the House.

They came to buy our principals and failed. It is a lesson other such investors must heed and a credit to us all that their proposal was devastatingly defeated.

Our police, for the first time in their history, were responsible for a death. They have suffered fatalities the other way around. They were charged with murder and, I regret to say, were recently discharged, but after due process of law. The fact is that they were charged, and we are presently considering an appeal while alternative charges have been laid.

When you take isolated incidences such as toxic waste and police brutality and apply those to generally condemn society, you do a disservice to our society. We did have much to celebrate this June, a peaceful transition to independence. We never expected economic independence but as Third World countries go, our own particular economic system of Christian matai-ism has meant the general economic well-being of our people. We are not perfect, but neither is our development poor compared to the rest of the region.

In condemning our electoral system you do not give credit to the long hours of discussion that resulted in the present system. We inherited the Westminster model of constituencies and our constituencies still vote for what they feel is best for them service in the past and expected services in the future to the constituency.

This service does include their material needs, but we have plenty of incidences of matai returning from New Zealand or the United States with $20,000 to buy votes and receiving only ten votes for their trouble and their money. Our constituencies tend to be small (200-300 more or less on average) and this does lend itself to corruption. However the people usually vote for the politician they believe will best serve their needs, not necessarily the nation’s, and who will serve their needs in the long term rather than the short term.

Upon achieving independence, most MPs were matais who lived and worked in their constituencies/villages. They did not need to buy their votes and their service was more in the form of time rather than money.

As carpet-baggers (out-oftowners) started running for elections, their service was more in the form of money than time. There was the successful buying of votes for a while but that time is gone. Anyone hoping to buy an election will leam this the hard way. The losing of seats through post election corruption suits in recent years is another deterrent.

The point is there is still plenty of time for improvement, but how this will evolve without adopting the European system of proportional representation will have to be carefully and slowly staged.

Should we fight or flee? Who knows when and if any of us is no longer needed, we may all benefit from a few years abroad. The environment must allow for a contribution. If this is not so, it may be best to leave.

One is not always in a position to change society, but I often look at the plaque on my wall: “God grant me the mentality to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference.”

You should not condemn generally your people for the acts of a few. All that is beautiful in Samoa is still beautiful. There is good and bad in Samoa as there is good and bad everywhere. It is still a beautiful place, the ultimate home to us all inspite of our travels.

Professor Albert Wendt. 39 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

Nippon Causeway worth the millions Kiribati’s longest causeway was officially opened on the 9th June 87, at 3 pm. Wife of President Nei Meleangi Tabai cut the ribbon while a 6 year old girl from the Dai Nippon Primary School in Betio unveiled the monument, which o *. D • ■ n The Betio Bamki Causeway and Fisheries Channel donated by the Government of Japan as * . _ f _ a token ot tnendship and co- ~ r j « Pe K a T n tQB7 pan iMnoan, iw/.

In giving away the completed . . 3 , , p. K , project, Japan s Deputy Ambassador Mr Naboro Hara, who is based in Suva, wished the people of Kiribati a vast improvement in economical and overall development with the completion of the Causeway, which he says, will improve transport efficiency.

Kiribati’s Minister for Transport and Communications, Mr Uera Rabaua in responding to Mr Hara said the project is the biggest infrastrature ever undertaken in Kiribati. He also said it required a large working force of more than 400, most expensive too. The Japanese Government spent more than SAIO million to complete it Mr Rabaua named the causeway the Nippon Causeway to remind the people of Kiribati of the people of Japan and Government who funded it. The Fisheries Channel was named Nei Tebwa (Miss Rock) Channel to signify a Tarawa legend of the site where the passage was located.

The Minister explained that it took the Dai Nippon Construction Company 14 months to finish the project, designed by another Japanese Company, The Nippon Koei. The 3.4 km sea road was first started way back in 1976, by an Australian Construction company, with funds loaned from the Asian Development Bank.

The Australians left the project unfinished and the Japanese Government showed its interest to finish it. After more research and surveys actual work on the present causeway began on the 19th March, 1986. The project was completed 14 months later on the 31st May, 1987.

The whole structure is actually a mass of sand all inside special plastic bags. There are cement and iron sheets reinforcements and the outside is sealed with 6 inch thick cement. The electricity wire, telephone and water pipes stretch the whole length, connecting both sides of Betio, the main commercial centre and Bairiki, the main administration centre.

The Minister emphasised that transportation and movements between Betio and Bairiki are now an easier task. The Govemment will benefit from it as well as the general public. At average speed one can cross the 3.4 km causeway in just 5 minutes this is about nine times faster than the ferry service which usually took 40 to 45 minutes to cruise between the two ports.

Meanwhile, The Shipping Corporation, stopped the ferry the day after the opening because no-one wanted to travel by boat. Earlier the Corporation said it will maintain the service but the manager Captain Tom Murdoch changed his mind immediately when his staff reported that no passengers turned up the next morning.

Captain Murdoch has also stated that the two boats will be for sale very shortly if the Corporation can not find any use for them.

Straight after the opening, official transports, private cars and motorbikes formed the long motorcade moving towards Betio and return.

The next day local fishermen crossed the channel without worrying about the tide.

Navigational aids for the night times have been placed to safe-guard the fishermen when entering the channel.

Small boys with 1 to 2 metre long fishing rods have found a favorite spot at the channel which according to one of them, has plenty of fish, especially in the night. And as the small boys enjoyed their hobbies a gang of motorcyclists from Betio sped across the bridge searching for their enjoyments at Bairiki area, and even right to the Otintaai Hotel which holds its dances at the weekends. from Batiri T Bataua, in Tarawa. #P/M inaduertentley described President Tabaias Prime Minister in the photo caption on page 17 July PIM.

The Ferry service which was replaced by the new causeway between Betio and Bairiki
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P resident leremia Tabai of Kiribati has shown keen interest in a Japanese proposal to build a space centre on Christmas Island, the world’s biggest island of pure coral, comprising nearly half the country’s land mass and regarded as the future economic centre.

The island is also very near to the Equator, making it an ideal location for space launchings.

Towards the end of June, Mr Tabai met Tokugoro Kuribayashi, managing director of NBK Corporation in Tokyo, Secretary of the Japanese Pacific Space Centre Council and Kiribati’s honorary consul in Tokyo. After extensive talks with the president, Mr Kuribayashi expressed support for Kiribati as the choice for the space centre but warned of any delay at reaching a decision.

“If the people of Kiribati and their government sit and sleep on this, the space centre will go to Hawaii,” he said, explaining that the United States Government and, especially, Hawaii, were very keen to persuade the Japanese to switch the centre to Hawaii. And, he added, American scientists and space experts were meeting in July in Hawaii to frame an invitation to the Japanese to consider building their centre there. However, US interests would find it hard to woo his organisation away from Kiribati as Christmas Island was a better location because it was near the Equator, which reduced orbital manoeuvering and velocity loss during launching of geostationary satellites.

Mr Kuribayashi emphasised that, if the Kiribatese people and their government gave the OK, the Japanese interested parties would discuss the formation of a special committee with President Tabai as the chairman.

The cost of the space station, estimated at US$B billion, would cover construction of the launching platform, renovation and expansion of the island airport and other facilities along with many more developments.

The Japanese anticipate that the huge cost of the project will be offset by the tourism potential and the income generated through the use of the station by other nations such as Australia and New Zealand. Plans also include the provision of more hotels and golf courses, facilities for water sports, and creation of a university of space studies.

What President Tabai is thinking has not been revealed but such a centre could bring great benefits to a poor nation like Kiribati which has little wealth outside its copra plantations and its marine resources.

Christmas only earnings are from fish exports to Hawaii and the fee for the Japanese tracking station NASDA. More revenue is expected from the planned export of solar salt and from American tourists who come to watch the birds or pursue the game-fish - small pickings compared to a space centre. Batiri T. Batau Kiribati fishing rights p reside nt Tabai of Kiribati bas i SSued a strong warning to foreign fishing interests following the capture and sale of the us fishing vessel puvj j une _ Speaking at the opening of Parliament in Bairiki, President ada * SQ Id his government was c ? m J™ tted to Protecting Kiribas nautical mile economic zone an< J that illegal fishing WOL^ d de me * severe punishment, Correspondent Batiri T.

Bataua reports that the whole business was a very big catch, not only for the government but also for the crew of the fishing boat which caught the Tradition near Nonouti Island, the pilot of the National Airline plane which kept track of Tradition's movements and the police and officials involved.

“Congratulations to you all, and let’s hope that this will not happen again. If the Americans cannot leam their lessons don’t worry; they are rich people and it’s a shame for them to rob one of the poorest nations on earth,” he comments.

Meanwhile, President Tabai revealed that Kiribati’s domestic fishing company, Mautari Ltd, would be expanded to a fleet of eight vessels with operations being extended to the outer islands.

President Tabai said that while the fishing industry was the main way to achieve the government’s economic goals, the development of phosphate on Banaba Island was being investigated.

Opinion among the people of Kiribati varied as to the best course to take. Some said “It’s a beautiful ship, let’s use it for fishing” while others claimed it was too complicated and could be very expensive to run.

The Tradition was eventually sold back to its owners for US$l million, this on top of some very hefty fines.

Millions of birds including this young frigate bird inhabit Christmas Island, all year round. What if the blasting came from the Space Centre? 41 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

Commonwealth Secretariat Commonwealth Youth Programme (CYP)

Regional Director

CYP South Pacific Centre Applications are invited from Commonwealth citizens for the post of Regional Director, CYP South Pacific Centre, based in Suva, Fiji.

CYP is concerned with the involvement of youth in national development. It supports Commonwealth governments in the area of youth policies and programmes, and trains youth workers and youth affairs personnel.

The Regional Directors will lead the professional team of the Centre and provide expert advice and assistance to governments. She/he will be responsible for guiding a complex of training programmes and other services in response to regional needs and for advising CYP headquarters in London on the development of CYP as a whole.

The Regional Director will have a relevant academic qualification and wide management experience in youth work, particularly training. Experience in consultancy, applied research and project management will be expected.

The ability to communicate effectively in cross-cultural settings will be essential. Preference will be given to candidates from the region.

The appointment will be for two years in the first instance. The salary will be in the range of Fiji $21,062 to $24,611 p.a. plus 10% gratuity, expatriation allowance if appropriate, and other benefits.

Applications (with CV and names/addresses of three referees) must be received by August 31, 1987. To apply, or for further details, contact: Recruitment Section Commonwealth Secretariat Marlborough House, Pall Mall. London SWIY SHX Telephone: 01-839 3411 Ext. 8151 or 8153 j Nuclear study: a political hot potato Everyone has heard of the Bikinians. Those displaced Marshall Islanders have epitomised the destructive legacy of the nuclear age in the Pacific.

The neighboring atoll of Rongelap, however, engulfed in a cloud of nuclear fallout from a massive hydrogen bomb test at Bikini in 1954, has rarely been the focus of media attention.

Since the people evacuated their home over two years ago, with the aid of the ill-fated Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior , they have been waiting for a restudy of their atoll to determine if it is safe for them to return.

Following the much publicised evacuation of Rongelap in 1985, the U S Congress agreed to provide funds for the conduct of a radiological assessment of Rongelap by scientists independent of the U S Government. Rongelapese have been asking for an independent radiation check for many years.

But the Congress approval of funds was more than two years ago, and Rongelap leaders have been unable to get the Marshall Islands Government to agree on their choice of scientists for the survey. The U S law requires the Marshall Islanders to make the selection in consultation with Rongelap leaders.

United States Government scientists have told the Rongelapese since 1957 that their atoll is safe for habitation.

Thirty-three years ago, the U S detonated its largest hydrogen bomb on Bikini. Within minutes of the test, Rongelap 125 miles away felt a jarring crash of a huge explosion and with it the ground began to shake as if struck by an earthquake.

The entire sky turned red and a few hours later an ashlike substance began falling. Rongelap experienced a snowstorm of radioactive particles.

“When the fallout started,” recalls Rongelapese Mr Niktimus Antak, “I was eating doughnuts and drinking coffee.

I had no idea the ash was poisonous. I brushed the ashes off the doughnuts and continued to eat, but the ashes that fell into my coffee I drank.”

Although U S officials insist that an “unpredicted shift in winds” caused the fallout, a 1982 Defence Nuclear Agency report confirmed that test authorities knew the night before the test that winds were blowing towards Rongelap. In addition, the documentary film “Half-Life” shows that a US Navy destroyer was stationed at the entrance to Rongelap lagoon the day of the test but sailed away without evacuating the people. They were evacuated two days after the test.

In 1957 the people were allowed to return to Rongelap for the first time since 1954. No radiological clean-up was performed, but the Atomic Energy Commission (now Department of Energy) scientists pronounced the islands safe.

Since the early 1960 s the Rongelap people, 86 of whom were exposed to radiation in 1954, have suffered epidemic levels of thyroid tumors. Every year more Rongelapese are sent to U S hospitals for thyroid surgery. Five children on the island are seriously mentally or physically handicapped. It is the latter problems, coupled with many other health complaints developing in recent years, that led people to believe their home of generations was causing their illnesses.

Mr Antak said the people are worried because Rongalapese who were not there in 1954 are getting thyroid tumors and having other health disorders today.

Following a special radiological survey of the northern Mar- Three young children being evacuated from Rongelap Atoll on the Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior. Photo: Fernando Pereira, who died when the Rainbow Warrior was blown up in Auckland Harbour. 42 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

shall Islands in 1978 forced by a Bikini lawsuit Department of Energy (DoE) scientists informed the Rongelap people that the northern islands in their atoll were too radioactive for them to live on or to collect food from, but said the southern islands a few miles away, where the people live, were safe.

“I was magistrate of Rongelap when they came,” said Mr Antak. “They told us that we could go to the northern islands but only for one day at a time. ”

Asked for his reaction to the DoE scientists, he said: “They’re liars.”

This typifies the Rongelap people’s attitude towards the scientists who have come each year since 1954 to conduct studies and provide some medical services, and is the reason they want independent scientists. The fact that the DoE’s primary function is the production of nuclear weapons has not been lost on the Rongelapese.

“The DoE does both health care and nuclear development which takes precedence?” asked Rongelap elected leader Mr Jeton Anjain, a senator in the Marshalls Parliament. “I’m sure nuclear development takes priority. ”

Mr Anjain said the people want a scientific team headed by well-known radiation researcher Dr Rosalie Bertell to determine whether or not Rongelap is safe.

Dr Bertell, a biostatistician, has undertaken controversial research into the effects of low level radiation on human beings, and is a critic of the nuclear industry.

Mr Anjain says, however, the DoE officials and the Marshall Islands Government have objected to Dr Bertell’s involvement on the ground that she is not “objective”.

Instead, he said, Dr Henry Kohn, a scientist involved in recent Bikini Atoll studies, has been recommended by the Marshalls Government and supported by the DoE.

In a strongly worded letter to his government, Mr Anjain rejected Dr Kohn and his proposed scientific team, stating that their ties to U S Government agencies called into question their “independence” from the US.

Dr Kohn, said the Rongelap senator, served as scientific secretary to a committee of the Atomic Energy Commission between 1956 and 1960. “The advisory committee stated repeatedly (during that time) that continuation of atmospheric tests in the South Pacific and continental United States would not pose health and safety problems,” said Mr Anjain’s letter. He added that another member of the team endorsed by the DoE was an executive secretary to a program of the Defence Nuclear Agency, directly involved with the U S nuclear weapons program.

“We do not trust the people of that department because they always lie, ” said Mr Anjain.

A new move could end the impasse, however. An American medical doctor who gained fame when he flew to the Soviet Union after the Chernobyl nuclear disaster and performed life-saving operations on dozens of the survivors has agreed to oversee the study of radiation hazards at Rongelap, said Mr Anjain.

Dr Robert Gale of the UCLA medical school agreed to head the study after talking to Mr Anjain in May. The Marshall Islands Government must still approve this selection.

Publicly, U S officials claim they are happy to have an independent assessment of radiation hazards at Rongelap.

But U S officials are quietly lobbying Marshall Islands Government officials to endorse Dr Kohn and his team, said Mr Anjain.

At stake for the United States is a series of multi-billion dollar lawsuits from Rongelap Islanders and other Marshallese claiming injury resulting from radiation exposure. If independent scientists find that Rongelap is hazardous, it will strengthen the Marshallese claims. Moreover, it will open up a Pandora’s box of questions about the safety of neighboring atolls which the DoE says are safe.

Meanwhile, 350 Rongelapese are still living on Mejato Island in Kwajalein Atoll hoping to return home. Most of the Rongelap people don’t like Mejato, but are resigned to living there temporarily. The dramatic evacuation aboard the Rainbow Warrior was made to press the U S to act on their demand for an independent radiation assessment.

“Mejato is smaller than Rongelap and the coconut and breadfruit are not as much,” said Mr Antak. “But we know that Rongelap is very dangerous to live on. I don’t care about myself, I care about the younger children.

“I really, really want to go back to Rongelap. It’s home, it’s a part of me. If the poison is gone, I would go right back that minute to Rongelap.”

Giff Johnson. 43 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987
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Slack Beauty

le beauty of black is back. Stunningly sophisticated. Sleek and chic. Toshiba’s Blackstripe CORE television is designed with a flatter id squarer screen for more picture, greater clarity, no distortion. And it’s just as smartly designed inside, with a revolutionary omputer-built chassis. So, with a high-style cabinet, picture-perfect picture, automatic channel and volume display, and remote conol for effortless adjustments, the only real choice you have to make is between the 15, 19, 21 and 28 inch screens. CORE FS TOSHIBA

books A look at pre-coup Fiji Politics in Fiji. Studies in Contemporary History. Edited by Brij V. Lai. Published by Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1986.

A 514.95. 158N086861 929 9.

“Fiji, the Way the World should be,” used to run the advertising slogan. On the back of Dr Brij Lai’s book there is another familiar praise: “Fiji is a post-colonial success story; peaceful, stable, democratic.”

The people of Fiji, when they went abroad, could raise their heads with pride, and not without a bit of justified smugness.

Outsiders spent a lot of time trying to explain how Fiji, a country that should have been in racial strife, wasn’t; why a big bang racial conflagration had not taken place.

Fiji is an ethically diverse society where discrimination by race is a fact of daily life. Fijians continue to live like Fijians and the diverse “Indian” populations also follow their practices, along with the Europeans and Chinese.

When I was in Fiji, attached to the University of the South Pacific (another justifably proud institution), I encountered few exceptions to the hermetic sealing of racial boxes, so the apparent harmony had not been achieved by the creation of some sort of idyllic melting pot At first my family and I were coy about openly identifying people by their race, so strong is the disapproval for that sort of thinking in the English speaking Pacific rim countries from which we came. And I never did feel comfortable using race as the first identifying marker for a person. However, as our time continued, and one became more involved and interested in Fiji, for it is difficult not to find such a place extremely attractive, it became clear that “Fijian” and “Indian” were far from unitary categories.

For shopping, we knew Muslim stores could be found when others might be closed. And Sikh traders had their specialties. I recall asking a friend to help me get a cheap cassette radio. He replied that he was not a Gujarati and therefore would be as much as a victim as I in their shops. There were Indians whose ancestors had come during the shameful “Girmit” period that so scars some Indo-Fijian souls. Others again, like the Gujaratis, had come with capital after World War I and had not so suffered.

I was much slower in coming to understand the differences between the Fijian populations.

The most obvious one was generational and social, as a growing pool of non-chiefly educated men (and a few women) who had won their scholarships from overseas but who returned to Fiji to complain that they had to work as clerks for incompetents who were either going to be in their positions forever or had only gotten them due to family, that is, regional ties.

I discovered a new meaning for the “East-West Conflict”, more usually associated with the global than the local. In a conversation one day some friends kept talking about “Tongans” (using some fairly powerful adjectives). It seemed to me odd since the people mentioned were political and public figures in Fiji and not, from my point of view, foreigners.

Then it was explained to me.

It was the “Tongans” (Eastern Fijians) who had given the islands to the British; it was the “Tongans” who continued to run the place; and it was the “Tongans” who were responsible for most of the ills of the country These “Tongans”, my friends said, included Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, the current Governor-General and, by design, virtually the entire army.

During my time in Fiji, and subsequently, I have looked in vain for a source covering the observed and very deeply felt diversity that is so familiar to anyone in Fiji.

Does Brij Lai provide it, felicitiously having his edited volume published on the eve of the portentious 1987 elections?

Partially.

This slim volume consists of five main pieces, with an introduction and epilogue by the editor.

Ahmed Ali goes over ground that he has covered in several other papers but this time expanding his time scale from 1874 to 1960. We leam that there was a serious proposal in 1900 to federate Fiji with New Zealand so that that country, like Australia, would have a tropical area to exploit. Ahmed Ali shows how the usual scare theme of Indian domination of the Fijians is chronicled and that Europeans used this to convince the indigenous population that their only future lay in trusting outsiders.

Roderic Alley discusses Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara

“party politics”, with much of this not surprisingly being devoted to Indian hopes of some sort of say in the running of the country in which they have come to live.

Robert Norton demonstrates that structures evolved in the colonial period continue to exist in contemporary Fiji, with Lai’s own contribution examining political history in light of three conflicting yet interlocking forces: Fijian Paramountancy, European Priviledge and Indian Parity. These will continue to be major themes of life in Fiji, though the issue of “paramountancy” always will be contested from the West.

Perhaps the weakest article is that by Premdas. It seems to be involved in some sort of exercise in political science nomenclature, only remotely related to Fiji, which Premdas seems only superficially to comprehend.

The epilogue by editor Lai is a brief history to the end of 1985 of the Fiji Labour Party, including a very interesting reprint of their “manifesto”.

A book such as this suffers and benefits from the recent events in Fiji. Firstly, people will want to buy it to find out the background to what has happened. They will expect to find a good bit of history and, if they are lucky, some clever analysis.

On the other hand, people will expect that somehow Lai and his colleagues should have some hints about a coup or, at least, what would happen should the Labour Party come to power in Fiji.

On the first part, readers will find at the level of highly focused even “official” history a good deal of information, though many of the subtleties mentioned above are largely ignored. With respect to insights and predictions, the fullest source is the Fiji Labour Party’s manifesto itself, detailing how the party intends to redefine the political terraine.

It is Lai though who cautiously broaches the unthinkable, the possibility of civil strife, when he writes in his contribution; “Some scholars have argued that Fijian elite will accept the paraphernalia of politics only to the extent that it serves their interest, and that any deviation from the established path will not easily be tolerated.” And that’s just what happened.

A second edition of Lai’s book, not to mention the half dozen or so “coup quickies” at this moment being churned out by journalists and academics alike, will have to delve into that elite and it won’t only be a Fijian one. What the Labour Party offered was a way around the chiefs for young and highly educated Fijians and Indians who, by virtue of their training, came to have more in common than their parents could imagine.

At the other end of the scale, this intellectual elite adopted a (perhaps) “European” attitude to the disadvantaged in society, feeling not the traditional ties of noblesse oblige to their underclass, but those of social responsibility.

As well, the young educated elite and the dispossessed of Fiji had clear cause to unite on the specific issue of “corruption”, which many think was a major election issue and one of the primary reasons that the government headed by Dr Timoci Bavadra was brought down before it could go too deeply into the murky waters of those who had been so comfortably in power for so long.

Because of the actions of a colonel the hopes for justice and redress have been calously dashed and its back to business as usual, as the colonel has himself boasted.

While race may have been an adequate way of framing relations in Fiji in the past, it very rapidly has ceased to be as relevant, particularly for that young, educated elite already mentioned. While few in it would be game to cross too many social barriers, this elite recognises that there is a common foe of economic exploitation to be combated, which is blind to race.

It is idealists such as these who have lost. Also, the poor Indian cane farmer, struggling to survive, will have to keep quiet and hold his pride for a few more years, hoping that one of his educated offspring might get a scholarship to ...?

Those in the western districts will continue to grumble about “Tongans” and see their country as a country within a country run by people they regard as foreigners.

Since the events of May, the people of Fiji cannot go about with the pride that they had before, for their land too has demonstrated its imperfections.

Like South Africa and Chile, Fiji will join the select list of places that have so offended European democratic sensibilities that ostracism seems the only answer, until normality can be restored.

Grant McCall.

Burns Philp’s men in the Pacific South Pacific Focus. Burns Philp’s Trading Viewed through Photographs early this Century. By Ken Buckley and Kris Klugman. Published by Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1986. A 519.95. ISBN 0 04 909030 5.

How one’s perception of the title of a book changes due to recent events. When I saw the above, South Pacific Focus, I imagined some hard hitting, investigative disection of the Pacific scene, perhaps concentrating upon some of the recent headline making key events.

A coup in Fiji, Fishing boat siezures in Kiribati, Lybians lurking behind palms, not to mention menacing Russians just over the horizon plotting havoc and mayhem. For that is the kind of front page Pacific that has been coming out for much of 1987 and seems to be in the wind for a little while yet.

But, no, this heavily illustrated volume describes a much gentler time, after the “Fatal Impact” (Mark 1) and before the second one to come during and after the Second World War. It is, in fact, a companion volume to the two already published about Bums, Philp & Co., a kind of commissioned company history.

The co-authors have divided their little book into three parts.

Firstly, there is a brief history of BP, to bring the reader into the context of this particular slice of the Pacific, dealing with commercial and administrative matters.

This is followed by the longest section, with three reports by a Mr Frederick Wallin on his visits to Gilbert, Ellice and Marshall groups between 1910 and 1915. The last section consists of rather well preserved black and white photographs of scenes of commercial significance in those islands, along with BP and associated personnel. There is also a small gallery showing the repatriation of the Queensland Kanaks by BP vessels.

The captions for the photos derive from the presumed photographer, a Mr Nevil Chatfield, who joined the firm at the age of 18 and died at the age of 90 in 1976. Some additional material is provided by other sources available to the coauthors, including an interview with Harry and Honor Maude.

The pace through the photographs is liesurely. One proceeds as with an old relative.

Some comments about someone, a name forgotten or an added observation. The people shown are serene, prepossessed, very self-confident. Of course they all have work and money.

There are observations (few) of the Islanders, the commentary in section two is taken up mainly by what Wallin made of his fellow Europeans and, later, Japanese trading partners and adversaries. This is no travel writing pen. It is a favourable (to the writer) account of trading activities to be sent back to home office. There is a lot of commercial information.

Nevertheless, there are small amusing incidents, such as the BP “Pacific Chart Calendar” incident of 1915. It seems that eager printers in Sydney had stamped in red, “In British Occupation” over the Marshall and Caroline Groups, before the Japanese had decided not to relinquish what they had taken from the Germans. The 46 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

having strangely and Taylor was sent to relieve him. At Ambunti, Taylor’s party was ambushed by Ellis and his police. Taylor was wounded and the party retreated downriver. Two days later they returned with reinforcements, finding that Ellis had shot himself.

For the rest of the war, Taylor was a major in the Australian New Guinea Administrative Unit, behind the Japanese lines in the Sepik, in the Highlands, or on policy work in Port Moresby or Australia.

With the war won, he was appointed director of native labour in the provisional Civil Administration of the newly unified Papua New Guinea.

This was a senior post at a critical and much neglected time in Papua New Guinea affairs and Taylor played his part in resisting European exploitation of Papua New Guineans.

But he yearned for the Highlands and in November 1946 stepped down to become district officer in charge of the Central Highlands. The district ran from Kainantu in the east to Lake Kutubu in the south and Telefomin in the west - virtually the whole of the Highlands which Taylor had urged should be brought under control in 1932. He could refer to it as a kingdom, could think of Highlanders as a kind of medieval aristocracy, and no doubt saw his new job as the consummation of his life’s work.

But in 1947 he was suspended and reprimanded, unfairly he thought, for inadequately supervising a patrol officer, and increasingly he grew impatient with desk work.

In 1949 he quit the Administration and soon after married Yerima Manamp of Kerowil, a strong and gracious lady whom he thought the epitome of everything beautiful about the Highlands and who was the rock of his life for the next 40 years.

Taylor developed various business interests, in cattle and in trade stores and gold dregding at Porgera, but his chief and longest interest was a coffee plantation just west of Goroka. There his family lived for over 30 years, and there on June 28 last Taylor died. He was 86. He left Yerima, two daughters, Daisy and Meg, a son, Jason, and thousands of friends and admirers.

Jim Taylor was a brave, tough, quiet and resourceful man. He was an outstanding explorer, a pioneer in using the aeroplane and the wireless in exploratory work, a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, an innovative administrator, a courtly host, an instinctive romantic, and a friend of the Highlanders.

Perhaps uniquely among Europeans of the 19305, he greeted Highlanders by name, as friends, instead of by nickname or by no name at all His last adventure was to look toward to the day when Highlanders would share equally his civilisation. In December 1985, when his memory and his powerful intelligence were fading fast, he confused suburban Adelaide with Goroka and stood amazed at the ordered rows of houses, the streets and parks, the busy traffic. “It’s wonderful” he exclaimed, “In only fifty years It’s wonderful how far they have come Splendid” Then he paused. “Mind you, I always knew they would.”

Goodbye Jim. You were a true friend, and a great man Japanese felt that such a “mistake” could be interpreted as questioning Imperial authority in the area and BP was asked to withdraw them.

While there is little mention of the Islanders, there is a clear respect for them, especially when arriving at copra prices.

Japanese tended to offer better prices for copra and cheaper prices for trade goods, so the Europeans had to bargain hard.

Also, if the islanders did not think that they were getting enough for their labour, Wallin wrote: they can revert to the wearing of mats and the eating of native food indefinitely ... they have their own native resources to fall back upon, but not so the white man. The law of the domestic economy will apply with the native: it will be cheaper for him to live on his own coconut and fish than bother making coconuts into copra when its value will not buy compensating benefits in food and clothes for the trouble. ”

So, to whom will this book appeal? Just about anybody who likes Pacific nostalgia, especially if they are Europeans. Islanders too, especially from the groups involved, will enjoy the admiration the trader had for his local counterpart.

The Micronesians portrayed here were not simply hapless victims, enthralled to superior outsider power. They may not have known about negotiations in distant board rooms, but they certainly knew how to barter with their own products and in their own lands. Grant McCall.

A tribute to Micronesians, Island, Islands: A Special Good.

By Bernadette V. Wehrly. Calderwood-McCandless Publishing, Newport Beach, California, 1986. U 5512.95.

This is an overly lyrical elegy, a labour of love, to a Pacific that may never have existed. Dr Bernadette Wehrly spent a few important years of her life training teachers in Truk State, in the heart of the Federated States of Micronesia, and this privately published volume is her tribute to the people of Micronesia through a compilation of contemporary Micronesian literature.

Some 44 Trukese contribute a host of drawings, traditional tales and legends, poetry and short essays, most from the tiny Mortlock Islands. Albert Wehrly provides photographs of the arts and crafts of Micronesia, unfortunately unidentified in origin, redolent of an era that is slowly dying, and Bernadette Wehrly adds her own marginal illustrations.

The brief traditional legends tell of the origins of settlement, struggles with giant fish and sharks, ghosts and giants and ancient and contemporary warfare (the population decline in Japanese-occupied Dublon).

As in all small Pacific islands there is a constant pre-occupation with the might of the sea and the precariousness of life in these particularly tiny and isolated islands. None of the stories arc more than a page long.

Three Micronesians contribute short essays on aspects of contemporary life: the visit of the field ship (a multi-purpose market, administrative centre and main point of physical contact for the outer islands), Sunday mass in Truk’s cathedral and the Truk market In each of these essays there is a harmony and peace about family and island life and a focus on economic production, themes that are all too conspicuous by their absence in the real world of rivalous, bureaucratic Truk.

The centrepieces in every way are the varied writings of the Mortlockese poet, Petrus Martin, from a eulogy to the coconut tree to a series of poems reflecting on the varied meanings of island life.

It is a pleasant volume, a rare anthology of contemporary Micronesian writing and one that may well find a valuable place in the schools that Bernadette Wehrly sought to serve. -John Connell Jim Taylor(right) with Murray Edwards at Mt Hagen, 1938- Photo John Black 47 Jim Taylor Continued from page 26 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

from the islands press From the Papua New Guinea Post-Courier, Port Moresby Under-aged High school students are being picked up by candidates to vote for them, it was claimed yesterday. A Western Highlands teacher, who did not want to be named, told the Post-Courier he had released students at the request of candidates to go and vote. Most of them were aged between 13 and 15 well below the legal voting age of 18.

He blamed the people who updated the common roll last year for excluding people’s ages. Thus electoral officials could not stop the practice.

From the Papua New Guinea Post-Courier, Port Moresby The Archbishop of Port Moresby, Sir Peter Kurongku, wants Papua New Guineans to have more babies. Commenting on a television news story about maternity provision at Port Moresby General Hospital, Sir Peter said: “Papua New Guinean people naturally love babies. This ‘no more babies’ attitude is an imported idea. We must continue to fignt this anti-life mentality.” He urged the Government to see there was enough food, well-equipped hospitals, schools, homes and employment for the people.

From the Papua New Guinea Post-Courier, Port Moresby Two prisoners on remand at Buimo Jail were forced to sleep in the toilet because of overcrowding, it was claimed yesterday.

Paul Isikia cleared yesterday by Lae District Court of playing a part in the K 165,000 robbery at Lae Airport in February said prisoners had decided at a meeting among themselves that the two would resist any attempts to force them to spend another night in the toilet.

From the Papua New Guinea Post-Courier, Port Moresby Single police men and women have good news and bad news about food. The good news is that the Police Commissioner, Mr Tasion, has undertaken to recruit qualified cooks and improve the appearance of messes. The bad news (for some) is that messes will now be supervised by officers and they will have to wear shirts and behave.

From the PNG Post-Courier, commenting on the shortcomings of the Port Moresby hospital The operating is almost directly above the morgue. It is quite disturbing to hear someone wailing loudly outside the morgue when there is an operation being carried out upstairs.

From Cook Islands News He said if livestock farmers cannot look after their animals, the wandering livestock can fetch a good price on Rarotonga where there is always a demand for local pork and goat meat.

From the Times of Papua New Guinea They said that very soon they would have to work out other means of getting payment for their daughters, the little ones, because the big ones had failed to bring anything to the household except “roadside babies”. . . . Once a mother, the girl becomes “second hand” and down goes the bride price.

From The Tonga Chronicle, Nukualofa Custom officials will appear in new uniforms consisting of a sky blue shirt and navy blue long trousers as from July 4, His Majesty’s birthday. His Majesty has consented to a request from the Hon J.C. Cocker, Controller of Customs, for the new uniforms for his staff to replace the old Khaki ones.

From a letter by “Concerned Doctor” in the Papua New Guinea Post-Courier, Port Moresby So AIDS has finally arrived in Papua New Guinea (June 16) what absolute rubbish. AIDS has been here for many years.

Many health workers and doctors know of a number of Caucasian males, resident in Papua New Guinea for many years, who have died of the disease. Someone in the health department once said that in PNG it is easy to control epidemics you just ignore them and do not report them, and they cease to be epidemics. This is what is happening here.

From the Cook Islands News, Rarotonga Dog tags received from the police station after registering canines are proving to be too costly for dog owners. Two Matavera residents have filed separate complaints to the Police Department concerning the removal of tags from their pet dogs collar.

According to a reliable source, police suspect that other dog owners are removing the tags for the purpose of using them for their own pets. 48 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

Add the finishing touches to your fantasy, ..

The dream comes true with NEW PERSONNA PLUS shelf-size component systems, and the model X-550R —a sound system more than brimming with high fidelity, and feature-packed!

In fact, boasting a full 350 W of high-power (PMPO) output, the X-550R delivers the convenience of remote control for amp, tuner, deck, turntable 1 , and an optional CD player, plus a 5-band graphic equalizer for frequency distribution adjustments—and still there’s more!

Like sensational Surround Sound for rich, ambient sound, and the beauty of Stereo Wide, for extended stereo effects.

Then there’s a Double Auto-Reverse Cassette Deck with Deck I-n relay play for continuous auto-reverse playback, plus synchrorecording for Deck I-n tape duplication, to say nothing of great features like normal/high-speed copy, Music Search, and Dolby* B Noise Reduction.

Still, there’s more to the X-550R than this, and more to NEW PERSONNA PLUS than the system X-550 R—like the X-880R, with 440 W of high power (PMPO), and the X-220, with 270 W (PMPO), for example. The point is that it is the beauty of pure sound and NEW PERSONNA PLUS that lets your imagination take flight!

H COMPACT ffl]D§E X-550R m Tunction-switching only ‘"Dolby” and the double-D symbol are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation.

NOTE; The PD-XBB CD player and S-XIA “surround sound” rear-speaker system are included in the photograph, but both are options.

Cd Pioneer*

The future of sound and vision.

For further information, please contact: Australia: Pioneer Electronics Australia Pty. Ltd. (Incorporated in Victoria), P.O. Box 295, Mordialloc, Victoria, 3195 Tel: 580-9911 Fiji Islands: Brijlal & Company, G.P.O. Box No. 362, Suva, Fiji Islands Teh 22258 New Zealand: Monaco Distributors Ltd, 41 Poland Road, Glenfield, Auckland New Zealand Tel; (09) 444-9144 Norfolk Island: Burnt Pine Traders Ltd, P.O. Box 21, Norfolk Island Vanuatu; Burns Philp (Vanuatu) Ltd, Vila, Vanuatu Nauru Island: Jacob Enterprises, P.O. Box N 0.4,.4, Republic of Nauru Tahiti: Tahiti Hi-Fi, P.O. Box 848, Papeete, Tahiti New Caledonia: Menard Pacifique Sari, B.P. 3899, Noumea, New Caledonia Tel: 27-62.23 American Samoa; Transpac Corporation, P.O. Box 1477, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799 Tel: 633-5224 Rarotonga: South Seas International Ltd, P.O. Box 49, Rarotonga, Cook Islands Tel: 2327

pacific stampa box Australia Post has been developing Self Service Postal Stations that provide a range of services normally only available at post offices. Over the last couple of months several of these postal stations have been installed in some of the states of Australia. The postal station offers postcode directions, postal charges, calculators, parcel postage receptacles, commodity sales and postage stamps. The postage stamps are issued in the form of Frama stamps.

As of April Ist this year, the New Zealand Post Office has changed its identity to become a separate corporation, the New Zealand Post Ltd. As part of the publicity for the inception, New Zealand Post introduced for one day a one cent postage rate. For one cent a letter would be posted anywhere within New Zealand. To be eligible for the special rate, private mail only had to be hand addressed and endorsed by hand, First Day, New Zealand Post. Because of the short notice given no mail order supplied and lack of special covers, a souvenir of this event is now a gilt edged investment. Get some if you can!!!

Good news. After the collapse of Tuvalu’s stamp supplier, Gilbert Islands, Philatelists Ltd. (UK) the Tuvalu Government is negotiating a possible contract with a new company with offices in both New York and London, along similar lines to the old contact but with a more clearly defined policy on stamp issues. The standard issues program remains unchanged with 4-5 issues each year, relating to flora, fauna, local culture or important international events.

The proposed future program not yet finalised of Thematic issues for Tuvalu and its islands is for four sets of Tuvalu and three for each island territory there are eight island territories.

Good may have come out of bad, with Tuvalu the winner. I have been very critical of the huge number of stamps being issued by Tuvalu. Things may have now changed and with it will come the support of collectors. Time will tell.

Tuvalu has to see to it that their stamps are, and will remain, philatelically acceptable.

After the issue of the America’s Cup stamp sheet, the Solomon Islands will not let sleeping boats lie. On June Ist the Solomon Island issued its first gold stamp. The stamp is a replica of the $5 souvenir sheet stamp which commemorates Stars and Stripes win in the 1987 cup. 23,000 stamps of 23 carat gold will be issued. We are assured that the stamp has philatelic bonding material applied to ensure durability as legal postage. I would ask who in his right mind would stick one on a letter and trust it to the post? Alas, I hope the thin edge of the wedge is not beginning to penetrate the Solomon Islands with gimmicky productions. The Solomons have until now, maintained a sound stamp issuing policy. Sheets of 25 different yachts and gold “stamps” do not win the serious collector. As I said above, with Tuvalu, each country must ensure its stamps are, and remain, philatelically acceptable.

You will remember that during February this year Vanuatu was hit with a devastating hurricane that caused loss of life and great damage. Great steps have been taken to repair the damage.

This costs money. One way the country is using to gain funds for the reconstructive work is by overprinting the 2vt Flower Definitive and 60th Birthday of Queen Elizabeth II stamps. On May 12th the overprinted stamps were released. Overprinted on each stamp is “Hurricane Relief Fund” with a surcharge value to the right of the original value.

Such a set would make a start to a thematic collection or an addition to one already begun.

The Canadian Philatelic Exhibition CAPEX ’B7 will be commemorated by Samoa with the issuing on June 13th of a $3 miniature souvenir sheet featuring logging and a traditional Samoan building. The CAPEX was held in Toronto Canada in early June.

Collectors beware. After July Ist, Australia Post will discontinue its policy of re-purchasing stamps. Until that date, Australia Post would always re-purchase unused decimal stamps on the basis of face value less 10%. On July Ist all stamps purchased prior to June 30, 1987, will still be re-purchased at 90% of face value but all stamps purchased after July 1, 1987, will not be repurchased. Investor collectors will have to be careful. If their bundle of mint stamps does not rise as expected they will be at the mercy of the market if cash is needed for them. Over longer periods the best stamp investments are usually those that already have a proven record of scarcity.

New Issues

Papua New Guinea

June 15: Historic Ship Definitive Stage 1. World Health Organisation Aerogramme PEA Special Postmark.

FIJI April 23: Tagimoucia Flower $l.

French Polynesia

May 13: Petraglyph engravings.

New Zealand

June 17: 1987 National Parks.

Pitcairn Island

April 21: Island Homes.

TOKELAU May 6: Tokelau Flowers. 50 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

Polish Ocean Lues

General Management, 10 Lutego 24,81-364 GDYNIA, POLAND, Phone: 20-19-01, Cables: POLOCEAN Telex: 054-231 Q fir- % 9 :-'s H m L..-. m M -• 00? i '.4 ft

South Pacific Service I!

We offer monthly service to and from: GDYNIA, HAMBURG, ROTTERDAM, MIDDLESBOROUGH/IMMINGHAM, ANTWERP, DUNKIRK, ROUEN, PAPEETE (via PANAMA), NOUMEA, AUCKLAND, HONIARA, RABAUL, LAE, SINGAPORE, by our multipurpose vessels carrying dry and reefer containers, reefer chambers, heavy lifts, breakbulk or palletized, bulk liquids.

POLISH OCEAN LINES Representatives AUCKLAND Mr. A. Sieradzki. Telex 21517 NZ “UNISHIP”. SYDNEY Mr. Walenciak. Telex 20428 AA “SLEIGH"

POLISH OCEAN LINES Agents TAHITI SOTAMA Telex 296 FP “COUTIMEX". NEW CALEDONIA SATO Telex 163 NM “SATO”. AUCKLAND UNIVERSAL SHIPPING AGENCIES LTD., Telex 21517 NZ “UNISHIP”. SOLOMONS MELAN CHINE SHIPPING CO.. LTD Telex 66335 HO “SYMECO”. PNG

transitions Appointed: Mr Maimu Raka- Nou was sworn in as Papua New Guinea’s High Commissioner-designate to Fiji on June 16. He took up his post in Suva on June 26, replacing the late Mr Denis Kepore, who died from a heart attack in March this year. It is Mr Raka-Nou’s first foreign posting.

Awarded: Dame Mary Kekedo of Papua New Guinea has been awarded the highest possible Papal award that can be given to a woman. Pope John Paul II has awarded her the medal “Pro Ecclesia Et Pontifice”, the award being presented to her by the Catholic Archbishop of Port Moresby, Sir Peter Kurongku. It is the first time this award has been given to someone in Papua New Guinea, and was presented to Dame Mary Kekedo for her long service to the Catholic Church in the Kokoda area.

Elected: Bishop David Piso of Papua New Guinea has been elected director of the affairs for the churches of South-East Asia and South Pacific regions. He was elected at an international Lutheran conference, held at the beginning of June in Berlin, West Germany. He said on his return to Papua New Guinea that he thought it was a very good thing for Papua New Guinea to have one of its citizens serve on the Intemational Lutheran Committee, Ratu Panaia Vuiyasawa died in Nukualofa at the end of June, aged 43. He was a member of one of Fiji’s most distinguished families and was also distantly related to Tonga’s royal family. He had been Tonga manager for the BP Oil company in Nuku’alofa, Tonga, since February 1987.

Buaki Singeri died at the end of June after a long illness.

He was a former Morobe MP who served in the House of Assembly from 1972 to 1977.

Kiale Flangi died at the beginning of June, aged 57. He was a Mushu islander from East Sepik, who arrived in Rabaul in 1933. He developed a reputation for being able to solve problems and became well respected as a recognised “liaison” man between the authorities and all sectors of the community. He helped about 100 cases a month, dealing with personal, family and tribal problems, and was working up to his death. He leaves a wife, children and several grandchildren.

Bishop Raymond Caesar died on June 18 in Brisbane, having been flown there from Goroka after suffering a double heart attack on May 24. Bom in the USA, he came to Papua New Guinea in 1963 to work in a seminary set up by the Society of the Divine Word. He was appointed Bishop of Goroka in 1973, a position in which he served to his death. His work was noted by his efforts to involve the Catholics of Goroka in the work of the church.

Christina Fauran- ,(Bovengton) died of cancer in Paris in April. She had previously worked for the South Pacific Commission on health assignments in several parts of the South Pacific, including the Cook Islands and the Loyalty Islands. From 1982 to 1983 she was Medical technologist and Field Officer for the ADABfunded SPC Infectious Diseases Project based in Mele village and Port Vila, Vanuatu Dick Ukeiwe was unanimously re-elected president of New Caledonia’s Territorial Congress in early July. Pro-independence members of the congress boycotted the elections.

Buaki Singeri Patrick (Paddy) D. MacDonald, Colonial Secretary of Fiji from 1957 to 1966 is reported to have died in England from a heart attack. See September PIM for more details 52 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

shipping schedules Should any shipping company wish to have its services cargo and passenger included in these listings they should contact PIM.

Australia Fiji

Sofrana-Unllness (Fiji Express Line) operates to Suva and Lautoka every three weeks from the main ports on the east coast of Australia and monthly to Lautoka from Melbourne and Sydney.

Details from Sofrana-Unllness, 432 Kent Street. Sydney (264-8944), Tix AA 70090; Wiltrans Agency Pty. Ltd., 21st Floor, 60 Market St. Melbourne (614-4788); Tix 30163.

Wiltrans Agency Pty. Ltd., 633 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley, Old. 4006. Te 1.07- 854 1855. Tlx. AA 40712. Elders-ANL Pty.

Ltd., Port Adelaide, (47-5688); Newcastle, Sofrana Sydney (264-8944); Websters-ANL, 58 Charles St. Launceston, Tasmania (320- 555); Carpenters Shipping, Harbour Centre Building, Ist Floor, Thomson Street, Suva, Fiji (312-244); Tix FJ2199.

Australia Samoas Tonga

Warner Pacific Lines operates a regular cargo service from Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne to Nukualofa, Pago Pago, Apia and Vavau. Feeder service available from Apia to Cook, Christmas, Fanning and Washington Islands.

Details from Hetherington Wesfarmers Shipping Agency, 37-49 Pitt Street, Sydney, (27-1671).

Australia - New Caledonia Fiji

Hawaii North America

PACE Line (ACTA Shipping) operates a fully containerised service every 17 days from Melbourne. Sydney and Brisbane to Suva and Lautoka. A new feature of the service is regular, direct calls at Noumea. The vessels continue on to the North coast of America, calling at Hawaii at frequent intervals.

Details from ACTA Pty Ltd, Sydney (266 0633) Tlx AA121369, Fax 267 1148; Burns Philp (SS) Co Ltd, Rodwell Road, Suva, (31 1777), Tlx FJ2168, Fax 311 804; Burns Philp (SS) Co Ltd, Lautoka (60 777); Sato SA, Avenue James Cook, BPC 2, Noumea, Cedex, (281 122) Tlx 163 NM SATO, Fax 278 532.

Australia New Caledonia

Fiji Samoas Tonga

Pacific Forum Line operates a fully containerised service (general, reefer and ro-ro) from Sydney to Noumea, Lautoka, Suva, Apia, Pago Pago, Nukualofa, Sydney, Cargo centralised from Adelaide, Melbourne, Brisbane.

Details from Pacific Forum Line P.O. Box 796 Auckland, Union Bulkships, 333 George Street, Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne.

Union Co., Lautoka, Pacific Forum Line, Suva, Nukualofa, Pacific Forum Line, Apia, Polynesia Shipping Pago Pago.

AUSTRALIA LORD HOWE IS.

NORFOLK IS.

Compagnie des Chargeurs Caledoniens operates four-weekly cargo service Sydney- Lord Howe Island and Norfolk Island.

Details Hetherington Wesfarmers Shipping Agency, 37-49 Pitt Street, Sydney (27-1671).

Australia Kiribati

K. Asia Pacific operates a 5/6 weekly service from Melbourne and Sydney to Kirbati (Tarawa).

Details from K. Asia Pacific Pty. Ltd.

Goldfields House, 1 Alfed Street, Circular Quay. Sydney (232-2277), Tix 1221-143.

KAP New Guinea Lines call Tarawa after NPG ports on a 35 day basis from Melbourne and Sydney/Brisbane.

Details from K. Asia Pacific Pty. Ltd., Golffields House, 1 Alfred Street, Circular Quay, Sydney (232-2277); Tix 122143.

Australia Tuvalu

K-Asia pacific operates Direct service every 2nd voyage to Tulalu (Funafuti).

Details from K. Asia Pacific Pty. Ltd., Golffield House, 1 Alfred Street, Circular Quay Sydney (232-2277) Tix 122143.

Australia New Caledonia

And/Or Vanuatu

Sofrana-Unllnes ships serve Noumea every three weeks from the main ports along the east Australian coast.

Details from Sofrana-Unllnes, 432 Kent Street, Sydney (264-8944), Wiltrans-Agency Pty. Ltd., 21st Floor, 60 Market St., Melbourne (614-4788) Tix 30163 ACTA Pty. Ltd., Brisbane (221-3116). Elders-ANL Pty. Ltd., Port Adelaide (47-5688), Newcastle, Sofrana Sydney; Websters-ANL, 58 Charles St. Launceston, Tasmania (320-555).

Compagnie des Chargeurs Caledoniens operates a three-weekly containerised cargo service from Sydney to Noumea.

Details Hetherington Wesfarmers shipping Agency, 37-49 Pitt Street, Sydney (27-1671).

Compagnie Generale Maritime operates a monthly service from Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane to Noumea, Port Villa and Santo, for containerised and break bulk carog.

Details Compagnie Generale maritime, 12 Castlereagh Street, Sydney (231-3700).

Australia Nauru

Marshall Is. Kiribati

Nauru Pacific Line operates regular cargo service from Melbourne to nauru, Majuro and Tarawa, passenger service to Nauru only.

Details: Nauru Pacific Line (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.

Nauru House, 80 Collins Street, Melbourne (653-5709). Nedlloyd Swire, 8 Spring Street, Sydney (2-0522).

Australia - Solomon Islands

VANUATU Negal-PNG Line operates a monthly service details NEDLLOY SWIRE P/L, 8 SPRING STREET. SYDNEY PHONE: 20522.

Australia New Zealand

The Australian national Line and the New Zealand line operate a 10-day container service (TRANZTAS) between Sydney and Melbourne to Auckland, Wellington, Lyttleton and Port Chalmers.

Details from Australian National Shipping Agencies, 131-137 York Street, Sydney (225- 7333) and ANL Shipping Agencies, “World Trade Centre,” cnr. Flinders and Spencer Streets, Melbourne (611-2323) or New Zealand Line, Pastoral House, 96 Lambton Quay, Wellington (728-5000).

Australia Nz Fiji Tonga

Vanuatu New Caledonia

Solomons New Guinea

Sitmar Cruises operates a year-round cruise program from Sydney to include the better-known ports in the above countries plus a number of unspoilt, and largely unknown, island paradises.

Details from Sitmar Cruises, 39 Martin Place, Sydney (239-9000); NSW, reservations and inquiries (008 42-2277); Rest of Australia, reservations and inquiries (008 22-2277).

Australia Nz Fiji Tonga

Vanuatu New Caledonia

Solomons Samoas Tahiti

P&O Liners call at Auckland, Bay of Islands, Honiare, Lautoka, Noumea, Nukualofa, Pago Pago, Papeete, Port Moresby, Santo, Savu-savu, Suva, Vavua and Villa on cruises from Australia.

Details from P&O Booking centre, World Travel Headquarters Pty. Ltd, 33 Blight Street, Sydney (237-0333).

Australia Png Solomons

VANUATU A consortium of NGAL/PNGL and CON- PAC/NEL have four vessels operating a joint service from east coast Australian ports to Port Moresby, Lae, Alotau, Madang, Wewak, Rabaul, Kavleng-Kimbe, Kieta, Honiara, Vila, Santo.

Details from Burns Philp & Co. Ltd., P.O.

Box R 124, Royal Exchange, Sydney, 2000 (2-0547); Nedlloyd Swire, 8 Spring Street, Sydney (2-0522); New Guinea Express Lines, 37 Pitt Street, Sydney (241-3991); Vila Agents, PO Box 27, Port-Vila (2456). Tlx NHIOII.

New Guinea Express Lines operates a weekly container service from Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane to Port Moresby, Lae, Alotau, Kimbe, Rabaul, Kieta, Honiara, Kavieng, Madang, Wewak, Santo, Vila.

Details from New Guinea Express Lines, P.O. Box R 73, Royal Exchange, Sydney (241-3991); New Guinea Express Lines, 127 Creek Street, Brisbane (221-9333); New Guinea Express Lines, 327 Collins Street, Melburne (602-5544); Niugini Express Lines, Port Moresby (2-4572); Lae (42-1536); Niugini Island Cargo Services Pty. Ltd., Rabaul (922-467); Bougainville Agencies Ry. Ltd., Kieta (956-089); Robert Laurie (PNG) P/L., Madang (82-2157); Garamul Enterprises P/L, Madang (82-2157); Garamut Enterprises P/L, Madang (82-2157); Garamut Enterprises P/L, Wewak (86-2106); Burns Philp (PNG) Ltd., Kavieng (94-2133); Alotau Steedoring & Transport Alotau (61-1318); Ngatia Wholesalers Pty. Ltd. Kimba (93-5102); and Tradco Shipping, Mandana Avenue, Honiara (22588); Vila Agents Ltd., P.O. Box 971, Vila, Vanuatu (2490); John Lum & Associates, P.O. Box 65, Santo, Vanuatu (329).

Australia Tahiti

Compagnie Generale Maritime operates a monthly service from Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane to Papeete, for containerised and break bulk cargo.

Details Compagnie Generale Maritime, 12 Castlereagh Street, Sydney (231-3700).

Sofrana Unilines (Aust.) P/L operates a 3/4 weekly cargo service to Papeete ex main ports on the east coast of Australia.

Details from Sofrana Unilines, 432 Kent Street, Sydney (264-8944). Tlx AA 70090.

Singapore Hongkong Fiji

Islands Ports

Kyowa Shipping Co. Ltd., operates a monthly containerised and break bulk cargo service from Singapore, Hongkong to Lautoka, Suva and then to island ports.

Details from Carpenters Shipping, Harbour Centre Building, Ist Floor, Thomson Street, Suva (312-244). Tlx FJ2199.

Far East Fiji

New Zealand

New Zealand Unit Express (NZUE), now operates a monthly service accepting containerised and break bulk cargo from Manila, Keelung, Kaohslung and Hongkong to Lautoka, Suva and thence to New Zealand ports.

Details from Carpenters Shipping, Harbour Centre Building, Ist Floor, Thomson Street, Suva (312-244), Tlx FJ2199; Burns Philp, Suva (311-777); New Zealand Unit Express, Maratime Building, 2-10 Customhouse Quay, P.O. Box 890, Wellington. Cables: ENZUE- MAN WELLINGTON. Telex: NZ1340.

NEDLNZ, Telephone; 727-865 or Nedlloyd Swire Pty. Ltd., Sydney (20-522).

Far East Mid-S. Pacific

China Navigation’s New Guinea Pacific Line operates a regular container service from Hongkong, Taiwan, Manila, Port Kelang and Singapore to Port Moresby, Lae, Rabaul and Honiara monthly and to Wewak, Madang and Keta every three months. Cargo from the same Far Eastern ports to the South Pacitic ports of Noumea, Santo, Vila. Papeete, Pago Pago, Apia, Raratonga and Tarawa will be shipped via Japan on the monthly Bali Hai service.

Details from Steamships Shipping, P.O.

Box 634, Port Moresby (22-0289).

Kyowa Shipping Ltd. operates monthly services from Japan to Guam, Saipan, Solomons, New Caledonia, Fiji, Western and American Samoa, Tahiti, Cook Is. Tonga and Vanuatu.

Details: Heterington Wesfarmers Shipping Agency, 37-49 Pitt Street, Sydney (27-1671); Carpenters Shipping, Suva (312-244). Tlx FJ2199. 53 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

■ 111 F- ' m ST ii

New Cal’Edon I A

Solomon Island

KIRI B VA N U BALI

Hai Service

Jointly Operated By

The China Navigation Co., Ltd.

Mitsui QIK LtoesXtd

Nippon Yusen Kaisha

Guam Northern Marianas

Saipan Shipping Co. Inc. operates a weekly service via barge carrying containers and conventional cargo between Guam and Saipan and Tinian.

Details from Saipan Shipping Co. inc., P.O.

Box 8, Saipan. CM 96950 (Tel. 9707), Tlx 783619; Guam agents Maritime Agencies of the Pacific Ltd.

Hawaii Tahiti Samoas

Tonga Kiribati Fiji

Solomons Png

Star Shipping Associates operates a monthly service originating in Honolulu and destined for Pago Pago, Papeete, Apia, Nukualofa, Suva, Vila and Port Moresby Details from Star Shipping Assoc,, P.O.

Box 25788, Honolulu, Hawaii 96825. Ph. (808) 833-1 111; Polynesia Shipping Services in Pago Pago and Burns Philp Agency in Apia, Nukualofa, Suva and Port Moresby.

Japan Fiji Island Ports

Kyowa Shipping Co. Ltd. operates a monthly containerised service from main ports of Japan to Suva and Lautoka and thence to island ports.

Details from Carpenters Shipping, Harbour Centre Building, Ist floor, Thomson St., Suva (312-244). Tlx FJ2199.

Bali Hai service operates a monthly containerised service from main ports of Japan to Lautoka and Suva and thence to island ports.

Details from Carpenters Shipping, Harbour Centre Building, Ist floor, Thomson St., Suva (312-244). Tlx FJ2199.

Bali Hai service operates a monthly containerised service from main ports of Japan to Lautoka and Suva and thence to island ports.

Details from Carpenters Shipping, Harbour Centre Building, Ist floor, Thomson St., Suva (312-244). Tlx FJ2199, and Burns Philp, Suva (311-777).

Japan Micronesia

The NYK Shipping Line operates a monthly cargo service from Japan to Micronesia, calling at Yoko, Nagoya, Kobe, Guam, Saipan, Truk, Ponape and Majuro, returning via Yoko, Nagoya and Kobe.

Details from Burns Philp & Co. Ltd., 51 Pitt Street, Sydney (2-0547).

Saipan Shipping Co. Inc. operates a monthly service from Japan to Saipan, Guam, Truk, Porape, Majuro (Kosrae and Ebeye on inducement).

Details from Saipan Shipping Co. Inc., P.O.

Box 8, Saipan, CM 96950 (Tel. 9797), Tlx 783619. Japan agents Kyowa Shipping Company Ltd.; Guam Agents Maritime Agencies of the Pacific Ltd.

JAPAN PNG Mitsui O.S.K. Lines operates a monthly service from main ports Japan and Japan, Wewak, Lae, Rabaul, Kieta, Port Moresby.

Details from Robert Laurie Carpenters Pty.

Ltd., P.O. Box 1032, Lae/PNG (Tel. 42-3542, 42-3611).

New Caledonia Fiji West

Coast North America

PAD Line operates an approx. 3-weeky ro-ro service from Noumea and Suva to Honolulu and West Coast USA and Canadian ports.

Details from Sofrana-Unilines SA, BP 1602, Noumea (27-51-91). Tlx NMO4B; Carpenters Shipping, Harbour Centre Building, Ist Floor, Thomson St., Suva (312-244). Tlx FJ2199.

Png Inter Mainport

Papua New Guinea Line offes scheduled 10-20 day coastal liner services linking all PNG major ports with containerisation, reefer, heavy lift and transshipment facilities.

Details from PNG Line, Box 543, Port Moresby, PNG (21-1174). Tlx 22269.

Png Uk/Continent

The Bank Line & Columbus Line operate a regular joint service from Port Moresby, Oro Bay, Kieta, Rabaul, Kimbe, Madang and Lae to Hull, Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp and Le Havre.

Details from The Bank Line (A'asia) Pty.

Ltd., 51 Pitt Street, Sydney (27-2041); Tlx AA24063; Columbus Line, Lae (423466), Tlx NE 44171; or lines' local agents.

Solomons Uk/Continent

The Bank Line & Columbus Line operate a regular joint cargo service from Honiara to Hull, Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp and Le Havre.

Details from The Bank Line (A’asia) Pty.

Ltd., 51 Pitt Street, Sydney (27-2041); Tlx AA24063; Columbus Line, Lae (423466), Tlx NE 44171; Tradco Shipping Ltd., Honiara (22588), Tlx 66313.

New Zealand Australia Papua

New Guinea Solomon Islands

Pacific Forum Line operates a containerised and ro-ro service from Lyttelton, Napier and Auckland to Brisbane, Port Moresby, Lae, Honiara.

Details from SCONZ Christchurch, Napier and Auckland, Union Bulkships, Brisbane; Steamships Shipping, Port Moresby and Lae; Sullivans Ltd., Honiara.

Nz Cook Is. Tahiti

New Zealand Line operates cargo services based on pallets and similar units from Auckland to Cook Islands and Tahiti.

Details from the NZ Shipping Agencies International Ltd., P.O. Box 3420, Auckland 39 2650; Waterfront Commission, P.O. Box 61, Raratonga; Cook Islands; Shipping Office, Govt, of Niue, P.O. Box 107, Niue Island; Compagnie Maritime Polynesienne, P.O. Box 36, Papeete, Tahiti.

NZ FIJI Reef operates a regular 18-day service from Auckland to Suva and Lautoka. Also passenger accommodation.

Details from Reef Shipping Agencies, PO Box 3382, Auckland, NZ (77-1221-3), Tlx 60633; MV Fijian Shipping Agencies Ltd.

Private Bag, Suva, Fiji (31-1056).

Pacific Line with one ship operates two weekly ro-ro cargo service New Zealand, Lautoka, Suva. No passengers.

Details Sofrana Unilines, 18 Customs Street, Auckland (773-279) PO Box 3614, Tlx NZ2313, Carpenters Shipping, 100 Thomson Street, Suva (312-244), Tlx FJ2199. 54 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

BANK LINE and

Columbus Line

24 day service to Europe.

Need we say more.... ft D o The Joint Service Partners offer facilities for shipment of: Containers (FCL/LCL) and Break-bulk Cargo plus reefer space and deeptanks for carriage of vegetable oils and other liquid bulk cargo.

Carriers also accept heavy lifts, overlength and cumbersome parcels.

Ports of Service; Loading: Papeete, Apia, Suva, Lautoka, Noumea, Port Vila, Santo, Honiara, Port Moresby, Lae, Madang, Kimbe, Rabaul, Kieta, Darwin. For: Rotterdam, Antwerp, Hamburg, Hull, Dunkirk, Le Havre.

Additional ports on enquiry.

Please contact our regional offices for further information: The Bank Line (Australasia) Pty Ltd Columbus Line Reederei GmbH Suite 801, 51 Pitt St, P.O. Box 1 667, Lae/Papua New Guinea.

Sydney, NSW, Australia 2000 Rhone: 423466/423487/AH. 422481 Phone 27 2041 Telex 24063 Telex: Colline NE 441 71 The South Pacific Specialists for over 75 years

cvcvcxcvcvxvcxv

Nz Fiji North America (Wc)

Blue Star Line Ltd. Pacific Coast container services. Only direct service to and from New Zealand. Blue Star vessels call at Suva and Honolulu on NZ-U.S. West Coast voyages.

Details from Blueport ACT (NZ) Ltd., PO Box 192, Wellington (739-029); Burns Philp (SS) Co. Ltd., GPO Box 355, Suva, Fiji (311-777), Tlx FJ2168 Burship.

Nz Fiji Samoas - Tonga

Pacific Forum Line operates a containerised and ro-ro 21 day service from Auckland to Lautoka, Suva, Apia, Pago Pago and Nukualofa.

Details from Pacific Forum Line, Auckland and Apia, Union Maritime, Lautoka, Suva and Nukualofa; Polynesian Shipping, Pago Pago.

Nz N. Caledonia Vanuatu

Png Solomons

Sofrana Unilines with three ships operate to Vila and Santo, to Honiara and Papua New Guinea and to Norfolk Island and Noumea (No passengers).

Details from Sofrana Unilines. 18 Customs Street, Auckland (773-279), PO Box 3614, Tlx NZ2313.

NZ TAHITI Compagnie Tahitienne Maritime SA (as CTM-Tahiti Line) operates one ship, MV Bounty 111, monthly Papeete New Zealand. (No passengers.) Details from Sofrana Unilines, PO Box 3614,18 Customs St., Auckland, Tlx NZ2313.

CTM-Tahiti Line, PO Box 9012, Papeete (39042), Tlx Tahitlin 322 FP Tahiti.

Nz Tonga Samoas

Warner Pacific Line services Auckland, Nukualofa, Vavau, Apia, Pago Pago fortnightly carrying general and freezer cargoes.

Details from Mckay Shipping Ltd., Downtown House, 21 Queen St., Auckland, PO Box 3, Phone 390-229. Cables MACSHIP, Telex NZ2554. Warner Pacific Line, Box 93, Nukualofa, Tonga; Mealelel (Western Samoa) Ltd., Private Bag Apia, Western Samoa. Burns Philp (SS) Co. Ltd., PO Box 129, Pago Pago, American Samoa, Phone 633-2709, Cables 506, Burnsouth SB.

Tahiti New Caledonia

VANUATU SOLOMON IS.

New Zealand Png

Singapore Europe

Polish Ocean Lines operate in a semicontainer type vessels to the following ports, from Papeete, Noumea, Santo, Vila, Yandina, Honiara, Auckland, Rabaul, Lae, Singapore, Port Kielang, Penang then to Mediterranean ports and Europe via the Suez Canal. (Other New Zealand ports subject to inducement).

Details from Universal Shipping Agencies Ltd., 6th Floor, 38 Fort Street, Auckland 1, New Zealand (390931, 390727, 32104). Tlx 21517.

Europe Tahiti

New Caledonia

Compagnie Generate Maritime operates services from Europe and Mediterranean ports to Papeete and Noumea using three ro-ro and multi-purpose vessels thus ensuring a bi-monthly sailing to and from.

Details Compagnie Generate Maritime, 12 Castlereagh Street, Sydney (231-3700).

Europe - Tahiti

New Caledonia New Zealand

Vanuatu Solomons

Png Europe

Polish Ocean Lines offers regular monthly sailings for containerised and break bulk cargo, also conventional reefer space and reefer containers from Hamburg, Rotterdam, Dunkirk, Rouen to Papeete, Noumea, Auckland, Santo, Honiara, Rabaul, Lae, Singapore, returning to Europe via Suez, other ports in South Pacific can be served directly with inducement or otherwise via transhipment.

Details from Sotama, BP 9170, Papeete, Tel. 427805, Tlx 373, Telex Sotama 373FP; SATO: BP, C 2 Noumea Cedex Tel. 272094, Tlx 163 NM; Universal Shipping Agencies PO Box 2282 Auckland, Tel. 30930 Tlx 21517; Vanua Navigation PO Box 44 Vila, Tel. 2027, Tlx 1033; Melan Chine Shipping Co. PO Box 71 Honiara, Tel. 21678, Tlx 66335; Steamships Shipping & Transport PO Box 1512 Rabaul, Tel. 922952, Tlx 92929; Steamships Trading Co. Ltd., PO Box 85, Lae, Tel. 424666, Tlx 42423; Union Steamship Co. of NZ Ltd, PO Box 50 Apia, Tel. 21781, Tlx 225; Warner Pacific Line, PO Box 93, Nukualofa, Tel. 22088, Tlx 66219; Fiji Agents TBA.

EUROPE TAHITI W.

Samoa Fiji N. Caledonia

Nedlloyd offers regular cargo services from Continental ports to Papeete, Apia, Fiji and New Caledonia.

Details Nedlloyd (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., Spring Street, Sydney (27-3801); Carpenters Shipping, Ist Floor, Harbour Centre Bldg, 100 Thomson St., Suva (312-244), Tlx 2199FJ and Vetari Street, Lautoka (63988), Tlx 5215FJ.

Uk N. Continent W. Somoa

Tonga - Fiji

The Bank Line & Columbus Line operate a regular joint cargo service from Hull, Hamburg, Bremen, Antwerp, Rotterdam and Le Havre to Apia, Nukualofa, Suva and Lautoka.

Details from The Bank Line (A'asia) Pty.

Ltd., 51 Pitt Street, Sydney (27-2041), Tlx AA 24063, Columbus Line, Lae (423-466), Tlx NE 44111, or Lines’ local agent.

Uk N. Continent Png

SOLOMONS The Bank Line & Columbus Line operate a regular joint cargo service from Hull, Hamburg, Bremen, Antwerp, Rotterdam and Le Havre to Port Moresby, Lae, Madang, Kimbe, Rabaul, Kieta and Honiara and on inducement to Yandina.

Details from The Bank Line (A'asia) Pty.

Ltd., 51 Pitt Street, Sydney (27-2041), Tlx AA 24063. Columbus Line, Lae (42-3466). Tlx NE 44171; or Lines' local agents.

UK/N CONTINENT TAHITI -

N. Caledonia Vanuatu

The Bank Line Columbus Line operate a regular joint cargo service from Hull, Hamburg, Bremen, Antwerp, Rotterdam and Le Havre to Papeete, Noumea, Port-Vila and Santo.

Details from The Bank Line (A’sia) Pty. Ltd., 51 Pitt Street, Sydney (27-2041), Tlx AA 24063, Columbus Line, Lae (42-3466), Tlx NE 44171; Ets. A.M. Fare UTE, Papeete; Ets, Ballande, Noumea and other local agents.

U.S. Hawaii Micronesia

East Malaysia Brunei

Papua New Guinea

PM&O Lines operates two fully self-sustained container vessels on a sailing frequency of every 30 days between the San Francisco Bay Area, Los Angeles, Honolulu and Majuro, Ebeye, Kosrae, Ponape, Truk, Saipan, Yap, Palau, Cebu, Davas, Lae, Kieta and Rabaul.

Details from PM&O Lines, 353 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, California 94111, U.S.A. (415) 421-5400, Tlx 278016 PMO UR; Owner's Representative P.O. Box 803, Saipan, N.M.I. 96950, Ph. 234-6819 Tlx 783-605 CMCAA.

U.S. Hawaii Samoas

Kiribati Nauru

Nauru Pacific Line operates regular conventional and container services from San Francisco and Honolulu to Christmas Island, Pago Pago, Apia, Tarawa and Nauru.

Details from N.P.L. (Australia) Pty. Ltd., Nauru House, 80 Collins Street, Melbourne (653-5709), Nauru Air and Shipping Agency, Suite 2803, 185 Berry Street, San Francisco, California 94107 (415-543-4517). Nauru Air and Shipping Agency, Suite 506, 841 Bishop St., Honolulu, HI 96813 (808-523-0441).

U.S. Noumea Fiji

PAD Line operates an approx. 3-weekly ro-ro service from west coast USA and Canada to Noumea, Suva and Lautoka.

Details from Sofrana Unilines BP 1602, Noumea (27-51-91). Tlx NMO4B, Carpenters Shipping, Harbour Centre Building, Ist Floor, 100 Thomson Street, Suva (312-244), Tlx FJ2199, Trans-Austral Shipping Pty. Ltd., P.O. Box R 232, Royal Exchange, 2000 (231-8411), Tlx AA21204. 56 PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY—AUGUST, 1987

mmm mm m mmmmm m m m m mS? mm mm i? m m is m da It’s our after sail service that The world is Australia’s marketplace.

And ACTA has it covered with a fleet of eleven ships purpose built to provide a total service for importers and exporters.

ACTA takes the guesswork out of the export business with a computerised container tracking system that lets you know exactly where your cargo is.

For exporters of perishables, ACTA offers rest representatives arc backed by the entire ACT organisation, a network of world-wide offices that can make an otherwise difficult market entry a great deal easier.

Back at home, ACTA’s computerised data processing handles the paperwork as efficiently as your cargo.

It s all part of ACTA’s after sail service. The total service that keeps ACTA ahead of the rest. j [acf I* li (act if |cf [acf m [acf keen sophisticated refrigeration technology to maintain and monitor the correct temperature for each product on board.

When it comes to advice, our Australian marketing [act (f Ucf [act hi, •Ml [acf [act [an s [an m [acf [acf Ucf [acf m? mf @a mf @cf @g A tough act to follow @@aiiß@a@aiiaiig@aiigiigia ACAOOI7F
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Papua New Guinea Handbook, Business and Travel Guide The new 11th edition is fact-packed with everything for the investor, traveller, writer, student, historian, importer, exporter and shipper.

Complete with maps including a fold-out chart of the whole country it also contains a comprehensive accommodation guide to all of PNG.

It’s a must for anyone interested in the South Pacific’s largest developing nation.

See the insert in this issue for full details.

Now Available!

Pacific Islands Year Book

Due to demand the 15th edition has been reprinted and is available from P.I.M. at As3s plus p.p.

Stay at Aggie Grey’s . . . the South Pacific’s legendary hotel.

Situated right in (he heart of Western Samoa. F.njov Polynesian style friendliness and service, in cool surroundings, superb entertainment and food.

Magnificent white sand beat hes only a short drive away. Airconditioned rooms, swimming |x>ol andJull bar facilities.

Bookings through I'nion Steamship Company of NZ, Pan Am, Air New Zealand or direc t to Aggie Crey's, Apia. Western Samoa. Cables: ‘ACCIKS' Apia.

For all your computer needs (hardware, software, books) by quick and easy mail order.

CANBERRA

Accounting Services

GPO Box 2159, Canberra, 2601. AUSTRALIA

All The News

In A Flash

The South Sea Digest tells you what you want to know about the Pacific Islands in a few words. All the leading firms and diplomatic missions read it.

See insert for subscription details;

The South Sea Digest
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44 I CALL IT HOME.

You’Ll Call It Paradise

99 We have many beautiful ways of welcoming you to Western Samoa.

My home.

Like the Kava ceremony. To drink Kava with the Matais, the chiefs, is a great honour indeed.

You’ll sit crosslegged in the meeting Fale, whilst a maiden of the village (Taupou) performs the elaborate ritual of making the Kava. The Kava is then passed ceremoniously to Matais and guests by the Tautua, trained in the art since boyhood.

The Taupou then dances the beautiful Siva, a special Samoan dance for your entertainment. 5.' Frank Aita.

Flight Attendant.

W 1 v 1 A See your travel agent,or contact Polynesian direct. Sydney, Auckland, Wellington, Pago Pago. Rarotonga, Nuku’alofa.or write to 50 King St, Sydney 2000. wM m I 0 O : ■*> m m u T That’s Samoan hospitality. And you’ll enjoy it from the moment you step aboard our big new Polynesian Airlines 727. With superb meals and relaxing inflight entertainment in both business class and economy.

POLYNESIAN AIRLINES DAVID FROST 427 TARB No. B 827 50 King Street, Sydney 2000.

I -S' Charles Darwin theorized that survival depends on the ability to change.

We’re living proof.

In 1859, Charles Darwin outlined his theories on evolution in The Origin of Species. Simply stated, Darwin believed that organisms must be capable of responding to their ever-changing environment in order to be successful.

For the past 70 years Mitsubishi has been proving the validity of Darwin's theories by meeting evolving transportation needs with a wide variety of vehicles incorporating the most advanced technologies of the times, Since its production of the 1917 Model-A, Japan's first series-production car, Mitsubishi has continuously adopted the latest engineering innovations.

And today, it covers the world's most extensive range of vehicles—from 550 cc minicars to mammoth 16,000 cc all-wheel-drive, off-highway trucks.

Seven decades isn't much in evolutionary time but as the species continues on its long road to perfection, Darwin's theories are tested as they are applied to the products to meet society's changing transportation needs.

Mitsubishi Motors is now offering a free 24-page leaflet The Mitsubishi", an introduction of Mitsubishi's pioneering history. If interested, write to Advertising, International Business Planning Office, Office of International Business, Mitsubishi Motors Corporation, 33-8, Shiba 5-chome, Minato-ku. Tokyo 108, Japan.

AMERICAN SAMOA: MORRIS SCANLAN SERVICE INC. P.O Box 367, Pago Pago, Tel. 633-5520/AUSTRALIA: MITSUBISHI MOTORS AUSTRALIA LTD. Box 1284, South Road, Clovelly Park, South Australia 5042, Tel. (08) 275-7223/FIJI: NIVIS MOTOR & MACHINERY CO., LTD. G.P.O. Box 150, Suva, Tel 383411 FRENCH POLYNESIA (TAHITI): ETS-BREDIN FRERES ET FILS P.O. Box 21, Papeete, Tahiti, Tel 4-202-58/NEW CALEDONIA: SOCIETE D'IMPORTATION D AUTO DU PACIFIQUE SUD S.A. B.P 438 Rond Point du Pacifique, Noumea, Tel. 274144/NEW ZEALAND: MITSUBISHI MOTORS NEW ZEALAND LTD. Todd Park,. Heriot Drive, Private Bag, Porirua, Tel. 370-109/NORFOLK ISLAND: BORRYS LTD. P.O. Box 169, Norfolk Island, Tel. 2114/PAPUANEWGUINEA:TOBAPTY. LTD. P.O. Box 503, Port Moresby, Tel 21-7874/SOLOMON ISLANDS: HARVEST PACIFIC LTD. G.P.O. Box 88, Honiara, Guadalcanal, Tel. 30128/TONGA: SITANI MAPI CO., LTD. P.O. Box 83, Nuku'ALOFA, Tel 21-044/VANUATU: SOCOMETRA B.P. 06 Route de Lagon, Port-Vila, Tel 2314/WESTERN SAMOA; A M. MACDONALD HOLDINGS LTD. P.O. Box 576, Apia, Tel. 22022/SAIPAN/POHNPEI/MAJURO/KOSRAE/TRUK/YAP/ BELAU; MICRONESSIAN MOTORS, INC. 997 South Marine Drive, Tamuning, Guam 96911, Tel, 646-6827 N A MITSUBISHI MOTORS
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