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Goldfields Road And Port

Problems for Administration and Gold Companies 'T'HE question of constructing a road from the coast of the mainland of New Guinea to serve the new Morobe Goldfields has been receiving a good deal of attention lately, and it is expected that there will be definite developments during the current year. The question of whether Salamaua should be abandoned is now under consideration.

IT is recognised that, if gold production in New Guinea is to be the important industry that it is expected to prove, it will be necessary sooner or later to build a suitable highway to give communication between the isolated Morobe plateau and the sea. The problem divides itself really into three sections, namely: 1. The route that is to be followed. 2. The total cost and the financing of the work. 3. The question of which is to be the terminal port.

The problem was discussed at length in The Pacific Islands Monthly some time ago, when it was then shown that there are three rival routes.

The Rival Routes

One is called the Sheldon route and runs almost directly from Salamaua to Wau, following the ranges which lie between the Francesco and the Butou Rivers. This is a comparatively short route and will not be very expensive to build, but it will be expensive to maintain and it goes through country that is extremely broken and quite useless for any agricultural or pastoral purpose.

The second is the Buang route, which leaves the coast a few miles north of Salamaua, follows the Buang and Snake rivers, and enters the goldfield near the junction of the Bulolo and Watut rivers. Mr. Charles Booth, a pioneer of the locality, declares that this comparatively short route provides the best and easiest grade of all and has been used to take in cattle. It opens up valueless country.

The third route is much longer and is known as the Markham Valley- Wampit route. It follows the Markham Valley for some thirty miles and then turns abruptly southwards and follows the valley of the Wampit, entering the Morobe goldfields at the Watut river, which is a considerable distance northwards of Wau, The direct route jfrom Salamaua to Wau has to provide for a grade which climbs to a height of 9,000 feet. The Buang route has no excessive slopes.

The maximum height which has to be provided on the Markham-Wampit grade is 3,500 feet. It has been calculated that the Salamaua-Wau route can be constructed at a cost of less than £lOO,OOO. The total cost of the Markham-Wampit road would be not less than £225,000.

The latter road, although it is longer and more expensive, is officially favoured because it is believed that it would open up a large area of excellent agricultural country, which lies on the plateau at the head of the Markham and Ramu rivers. Because it has not to provide such stiff grades it will be comparatively much cheaper to maintain.

All these routes have been surveyed by Mr. E. G. Sheldon, a well known civil engineer, who has been particularly successful in finding grades for practicable roads through this extraordinarily difficult country.

Problem Of Finance

However, the main point in connection with the construction of this road is that of finance. Although the New Guinea Administration has succeeded in balancing its budget, finance remains a nightmare. Revenue has been very considerably decreased because, owing to the depression, the Administration has had to make substantial reduction in taxation. It is obvious, therefore, that the Administration is not in a position to construct the road.

It became known several months ago that the Administration was quite prepared to co-operate with the gold producing companies operating on the Morobe Goldfields, if the latter were prepared to come together in a joint scheme, under which they would select a mutually acceptable route and each bear a proportion of the cost of constructing a suitable highway. The companies have not turned down the scheme but have very wisely decided that it is better that they should investigate the value of their holdings and their probable profits before committing themselves to a quarter of a million expenditure on a road.

It was for this reason that the Placer group of companies decided to use the expensive aerial transport system to bring in their first dredges. It was calculated that they would thereby get to the point of production at least a year sooner than if they were to await the construction of a road. As soon as the dredges are in operation and have proved the value of the holdings —that point has now almost been reached —it is expected that the Placer Company will be in a position to attack the road problem—the solution of which is absolutely necessary for the future of the field.

The Placer companies believe that they have 30 years’ productive work ahead of them. There is some doubt about the period but there is no doubt at all that there is at least 20 years’ very profitable work there. New Guinea Goldfields Ltd. are not so close to the point of profitable production, but that company has also brought in a considerable quantity of machinery and expects within a few months to be in a position to thoroughly test its different leases. On the data thus obtained New Guinea Goldfields Ltd. will be able to say how much it is prepared to spend on the construction of a road when it is prepared to make an allocation.

It is understood that the whole matter has been under consideration by the companies and different groups of companies recently, and it is quite probable that before the end of 1932 they will have come together in a cooperative scheme for the construction of a suitable highway.

Question Of A Port

The third question—that is, the location of the terminal port—is a really difficult one.

Recent events suggest that, after all, Salamaua may not be regarded as the permanent port of the Goldfields. The little town is built on a low-lying spit of very limited area. It cannot be extended, because all the surrounding country is quite unsuitable for building purposes. It is in an exposed position and a recent storm indicated that it is possible that a high sea would wash part of the spit away. The Administrator of New Guinea, General Wisdom, has always taken the view that Salamaua is not a suitable place to'be built up as a permanent port and, for that reason, the Government buildings which have been placed there are of a temporary and flimsy character.

The Huon Gulf is the only portion of the New Guinea coast that is close to the Goldfield, and —apart from the safe anchorage provided behind the spit at Salamaua, there is not one good port along the length and breadth of the Gulf. Lae, to the north of Salamaua, is not a port at all. Ships cannot berth there and may not even lie off the landing place if the weather is at all rough.

Yet, if there is to be a road built from the goldfields to the coast there must be a terminal port. The Administrator, before he left Sydney for Rabaul this month, arranged that a Commonwealth Public Works Engineer, Mr. Thornton, should immediately visit the locality and examine the coast very carefully, with a view to making a recommendation to the Government in regard to the location of the future port. He will examine the conditions at Salamaua and will also make a close inspection of the coast at the mouth of the Markham river, with a view to the possible construction of a port there. It is believed that the latter is the point favoured by the Administration because it is the obvious startingpoint for the Markham-Wampit road, and that appears to be the route to the goldfield approved by Administration.

Further along the coast, and lying almost due north of the Morobe Goldfields, is the excellent port of Madang.

A suggestion has been made that it might be possible to construct a road direct from Madang across the head waters of the Ramu and Markham rivers to the Morobe Goldfields, which would be entered in the vicinity of the Watut river. This would be a very much longer road than the route via Markham Valley and Wampit, but it would have the definite advantage that it would provide the goldfields with a first-class port and that it would open up the splendid pastoral and agricultural lands contained in the high, fertile plateaus at the head of the Ramu river. 2 January 26, 1932.
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SYDNEY: JANUARY 26, 1932 1 6d - Per c °py a i icc | Prepaid: 6/- per annum New Hebrides Should Be Part of Australia’s Pacific Administration The proposition is advanced in this article that Australia should take steps to end the New Hebrides Condominium and bring the group under Australian administration so as to protect her considerable land interests there.

It is desirable, from the points of view of administration, defence and trading that the Oonynonwealth’s tropical service should be extended from Papua and New Guinea over the Solomons and the New Hebrides.

Australia cannot release herself from her Pr.cific responsibilities. At present she is paying heavy costs of administration and shipping services while other nations are getting the cream of the trade, A rearrangement, to give Australia enough profitable trade to at least cover her Pacific costs, is long overdue.

IT is to be hoped that the new Federal Government will give some attention to the deplorable conditions— from Australia’s point of view—that exist in the New Hebrides. Unless the Commonwealth does take some interest in this position an asset of much value to Australia, both actual and potential, will be lost.

The New Hebrides is one of the richest of the Islands groups. It contains 5,700 sq. miles of land of which a great proportion is fertile and cultivable. It enjoys a comparatively pleasant climate, being in the same latitude as Samoa, and only slightly northwards of Fiji. The Group lies far southward of New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, where climatic conditions are a little trying for Europeans.

The Condominium, under which the New Hebrides is administered, is unique: and a little history and explanation are necessary. After half a century of “no-man’s” government, the British and French gradually took joint control. The British were first into the Group and, some 50 years ago, greatly outnumbered the French. But French commercial interests gradually reached up from New Caledonia and obtained a strong grip. Each country had substantial claims in the Group and eventually, early in this century, the position was solved by the creation of a Condominium.

French and British each govern the affairs of their own nationals, and matters affecting them all in common are referred to certain joint institutions, at the head of which is the Joint Court, presided over by neutral judges.

In one way, the Condominium has worked quite well. There has been no friction worthy of the name between the two peoples, and the administration has gone on smoothly. A certain amount of give-and-take has been necessary; but the French, like the British, are gentlemen and sportsmen, and have met administrative and trading difficulties, as they have arisen, in an admirable spirit.

But it has become increasingly evident that the Condominium will not work and that sooner or later the Group must revert entirely to French or to British administration. There are two insuperable obstacles in the way of the success of the system. One is financial and the other has to do with labour.

In the period following the war, France was off the gold standard and the franc was “wild.” The British £ was more or less stabilised. The effect in the New Hebrides, where both French and British money are legal currency, can be imagined. The trad

ing difficulties were almost insuperable and, where Administration costs were brought together in a common fund, there was much confusion. Later, when the French franc was stabilised at 124 to the £ and the currency of both nations were settled on the gold basis, these difficulties disappeared. But they have appeared again in more acute form in recent months. The British £ is now off the gold standard, and fluctuating, while the French franc remains on gold. Meanwhile, the Australian £ is at a discount of 30 per cent, on sterling. All three currencies, British, French and Australian, are now in common use in the New Hebrides. The confusion that exists there at present in all matters relating to money can be better imagined than described.

So far as industrial conditions are concerned the position is lamentable.

In past years, owing to the unwillingness of the New Hebrides natives to work, the French were allowed to indenture thousands of Tonkinese labourers, and by this means they operated their plantations profitably. For some reason the British have not been accorded the same privilege. As a result, one may see all through the New Hebrides flourishing French plantations, worked by Tonkinese labour, alongside semi-bankrupt British plantations, languishing for lack of labour.

The effects of these disabilities need not be emphasised. They are apparent now in the population figures. Where, 50 years ago, the British predominated, there are now in the Group 930 French planters and traders and only 420 British. A considerable proportion of the British planters and traders, driven by these unfair conditions, have abandoned British and sought French nationality.

The position is very well summarised in the following article, written for us in December last by a resident of the New Hebrides: “The grievances of the British settlers In the New Hebrides are so many that it is hard to know which to start on first. But I will say at once that we jhave long ago given up appealing to the British administration and realise that jno help can be expected in this direction. It was on this account that most iof the big planters were forced to sell tout to the French several years ago.

JDf the remaining ones, several have become naturalised French, and one of the only two large British stores in Vila has been turned into a French company.

“There is not the slightest doubt that if conditions remain as they are, the iremaining Britishers will either be forced under the French flag or forced ;.out of business.

“I can claim to have a good knowledge of the state of affairs in this Group, as I have been a resident for several years. In recent years things ;have been going from bad to worse and ;are. likely to continue so.

“It is the general opinion here that the Group will shortly be handed over to France. For some time past there have been rumours that Burns, Philp and Co. Ltd. are considering the question of forming a French company, as they are likely to lose most of their French clients owing to the operation of the Credit Nationale. This is a loan of 42,000,000 francs from the French Government to French settlers in the New Hebrides, to assist them over the depression.

“Trade is at a standstill and we have derived no benefit from the rate of exchange. Recently the price offered locally for copra was only £4/5/- per ton, and it is at present £6. The natives refuse to make it for these prices and, on some islands, are going back to their old native costumes and standard of living. In fact, they still have the impression that the fall in prices of produce is due to a huge conspiracy on the part of the white man to rob them. In one part of the Group colour is lent to this theory by the actions of a certain missionary who listens on his wireless to the weekly broadcast of the price of copra in London and then re-broadcasts this news to the natives, forgetting to explain the difference between London and local prices.

“For many years the shortage of labour has been a serious problem. The French solved their difficulties in 1922 by the introduction of Indo-Chinese coolies, and there are now several thousand employed. This has been the salvation of the French interests here.

British settlers are refused the nrivilege of imported labour. In 1927 a Royal Commission, consisting of representatives of Great Britain, Australia and New Zealand, visited the Group to inquire into this matter. After hearing evidence from most of the British planters they steamed away, and there the matter has ended, in profound obscurity. Up to the present day no report of the decision of this Commission has ever been made public, but it is understood that it was decidedly unfavourable to us.

“On top of all this, British settlers have for years had the annoyance of a campaign of irritation conducted against them by a certain section of missionaries who seem to consider themselves unofficial agents of police and are ever ready to report any story or complaints the natives make to them without first trying to ascertain the true facts of the case. The result has been that persons concerned are put to the inconvenience and expense of going to Vila with witnesses, etc., and if the charges are found to be groundless —as has happened in most cases — they have no redress, but have just got to grin and bear it, as many know to their sorrow.

“Recently, one missionary made such grave charges against a planter that he was convicted in the British court of criminal libel. Yet, although this case was the subject of a special Commission, appointed direct from London, the planter was not allowed damages, or anything towards his expenses, which were heavy.

“Commonwealth Government has large interests in the Group in the form of land claims, and ever since the formation of the Joint Court, about 20 years ago, has kept a solicitor resident in Vila, to watch over Australian interests. Owing to the extremely slow methods of the Joint Court, nothing was done about granting land titles until quite recently, and if the Condominium continues to function it is doubtful if any of the present residents will see the land question settled in their lifetime.

“In the meantime the French company—which claims more land than actually exists in the Group—has been selling and leasing to Frenchmen some of this land which is claimed by the Commonwealth Government, and as there are no titles, possession seems to be nine points of the law. In one instance, a party of Frenchmen had been for 2 years clearing and planting one of these claims before the British official heard of it. They have been in possession over 5 years now and have already made a fine plantation.”

So much for the general situation.

Now we come to the Commonwealth’s connection with the New Hebrides. The interests of Australia are as definite as

(Continued On Page 17)

Vila, the headquarters of the Condominium Administration, as seen from the British Residency. 4 January 26, 1932.
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TROPICALITIES Written for The Pacific Islands Monthly, by “Sea Serpent”

ONE can almost hear the sigh of relief with which Messrs. Brown & Joske, managing agents for the Fiji Coconut Planters’ Union Ltd., penned this paragraph in a recent circular; “This will be the last Bulletin we shall issue in 1931 —a year the equal of which we hope not to see repeated. At the end of 1928 copra was £25 a ton; at the end of 1929 it was £22; and at the end of 1930 it had sunk to £ 16. That, however, was only child’s play as compared with the crash in the middle of 1931 —down to under £lO a ton. No one knows what the future holds in store for us. but one thing is certain —the future cannot be worse than 1931. We therefore take the opportunity of wishing you a happier and better new year.”

At the end of the previous year I was in London, and I was much intrigued when some of the popular newspapers there, dismissing 1930 with bitter curses, pointed oi\t that if the figures in the wretched year were added together they made 13—so, perhaps, said the grumbling scribes, nothing much better could have been expected.

Now, Messrs. B. and J. say nearly as cruel things of 1931. It almost makes one uneasy regarding this promising young 1932. ♦ * * FAR too little has been heard about the Nauru-Ocean Island radiotelephone installation. How many people know that these two islands —the seat of the important phosphate industry—talk regularly, easily and conveniently with each other by wireless, and also with approaching and departing ships which carry the necessary telephone equipment? I wonder how many Pacific Islands administrators have examined the possibilities of this invaluable equipment. The problem cf quick communication between groups and between important centres in the one group, has now been most successfully solved by wireless transmission of Morse signals; but the provision of wireless telephony, to supplement the necessarily limited Morse communications, would be a tremendous convenience. I understand that the wireless telephone is now used by Guinea Airways Ltd. in carrying on its fine aerial transport service between Lae and Wau, in New Guinea. * * * Elsewhere in this issue, it is noted that the planters of Tonga have vigorously entered the New Zealand banana market and that an endeavour is being made to arrange shipments so as to avoid a clash in that market with the bananas from Fiji, Samoa and the Cook Islands. It seems almost impossible that a market glut can be avoided. There is, in the four Groups Samoa, Fiji, Cook Islands and Tonga—an almost unlimited capacity to produce bananas, whereas the New Zealand market is very limited indeed. The copra price is now more satisfactory, but uncertain; and there is a strong tendency throughout the four Groups to depend more for immediate income on the quick-growing banana. Unless there is some co-operation between these four Territories, it seems inevitable that they will get into each other’s way in New Zealand market, and that the growers will suffer the loss which is usual when a market glut occurs. If the four Administrations could act jointly, they could not only hold their export down to the capacity of the market, but they might also be able to make effective representations to Australia, so as to bring about the opening of that huge market to Pacific Islands bananas. The effect of the present embargo is that the large populations of New South Wales and Victoria receive a limited quantity of bananas that are quite a miserable fruit in comparison with those from the Pacific. Also, Australia, so far as her tariffs are concerned, is now in a chastened mood. In trying to protect home industries, she has gone to ridiculous extremes, killed much of her overseas trade and learned some hard, bitter economic truths. She may now be in a position to listen to reason. * * * A METHOD of catching fish, which has been followed with keen interest by many visitors to the Eastern Islands, has been prohibited by the Cook Islands Administration. The method is to block up two ends of a section of a lagoon and impregnate the water thus enclosed with a narcotic, which is contained in the crushed nuts of the utu tree. The fish, under the influence of the drug, become silly and helpless, and are easily speared by the men. or gathered from out of the coral by the women. Large numbers of natives organise these fish drives periodically, and feast mightily upon the harvest thus gathered. It is believed that the decision of the Rarotonga authorities to forbid the practice has been taken because of a growing paucity of fish in Rarotongan waters. * * * HERE is the latest one from the Solomons: A Mataram “towerist” (as Skipper Voy used to say) landed at Tulagi to view the sights, armed with the vague information that “the pub was on the hill.” He trudged around in the blazing heat; then, in his thirst, this young man’s fancy lightly turned to thoughts of iced beer. He ascended several hills without success, and then with flagging footsteps made up the steepest grade, which leads to the highest hill.

At last he came to a building more imposing than the rest, and asked: “Is this the pub?” “No,” said the Resident Commissioner, sweetly, “This is the Residency!” * * * BEFORE Mr. J. G. Fowler, a Papuan Resident Magistrate, entered the tropical service he was a journalist, and he tells with keen enjoyment of an unsual newspaper experience.

Through some combination of circumstances he edited ong newspaper in Cooktown, Queensland, while his father edited the rival newspaper. They were friendly at home, but in the columns of their respective newspapers they quarrelled violently, after the manner of country editors. Spmetimes the advantage lay with one—sometimes with the other. One day, after the senior editor had been somewhat rbughly handled by his “reptile contemporary,” he referred bitterly to his rival as “the young cock-a-doodledoo.” The junior editor, however, came back thus; “The difference is this; The old rooster has lost his spurs and feathers. The young rooster has not.” The argument thereupon ceased. * * * THE curriculum of Tonga College, which has been in existence in Nukualofa for many years, was published and commented on in a recent issue. It was pointed out that a large proportion of the 80 or 90 pupils there will spend their lives as planters on a limited area in the Tongan Islands; and it seemed ridiculous that, for this purpose, they should have forced upon them several subjects which belong to the realm of higher secondary education. A recent visitor from Nukualofa strongly emphasises this view. He says that the majority of the young Tongans from this college eagerly seek positions in the Government service, but there is not room there for a quarter of them. It is believed that quite adequate education is provided by the missionaries and the primary schools.

The effect of this higher training given by Tonga College is, in a social sense, more harmful than otherwise. Europeans in Tonga are strongly of opinion that far more good would be achieved if, instead of Tonga College, the Government maintained a college of Agriculture, where the better-class young Tongan men would learn the principles of the work to which they must apply their lives and, more particularly, would acquaint themselves with the technique of producing new crops. Recently. when the depression and the drought rendered the production of copra impracticable, and the Tongan planters wanted new alternative crops, they were rather pathetically helpless.

They did not know what to grow, or how to grow it. ♦ * * EVERYONE concerned was genuinely sorry to say farewell to Mr. Chifley (the Federal Labour Minister who had charge of Pacific Islands affairs) and to note that he had lost, his seat in the political debacle. Mr. Chifley’s strong and genial personality won for him many friends among the Islands Administrators and residents. Unlike some members of his party, he never allowed political prejudices to colour his decisions—he was a just, fearless, far-seeing and hard-working Minister, who earned the respect of everyone with whom he came in contact. It is a great pity that political ties should sweep out of office a man who is so well qualified to give good service to his country. 5
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Tropical Photography Some Useful Hints By Arthur J. Vogan, F.R.G.S., late artist to Illustrated London News in Australasia.

THE greatest inconvenience that amateur, or even long-experienced professional photographers meet is the uncertainty attaching to the successful production of pictures under conditions to which they are not accustomed, when taking film negatives in the tropics.

“H faut souffrir,” etc.; and I have indeed paid dearly, in scientifically valuable photographs lost, for what I have learned regarding the effect upon films of the damp, heated atmosphere of Africa, New Guinea, and other places where the white man finds his ordinary expert knowledge insufficient to enable him to get good results.

First, I should perhaps acknowledge that I owe much to Herford Tynes Cowling (the motion picture engineer), Miss Abel (of Kwato Mission), J. R.

Holmes (of Rochester, N.Y.), and Mr.

Johnson (of The Sun, Sydney), all of whom have gone through the mill, as I have.

It is not often realised, perhaps, that under abnormal conditions of heat and moisture the latent picture on your film (motion or camera) is not quite so permanent as we are wont to believe.

This latent image may fade gradually during the traveller’s journey towards his base. I have found it wise to increase the camera exposure so that this probable fading may be provided against. No exact rule can be given— “c’la vas sans dire!” But give a bit more exposure.

The second great thing to remember —and this, perhaps, is THE stumbling block of all new hands in the tropical field—is to employ some scheme of packing that ensures protection from the harmful meteorological conditions.

I had a roll developed not long since that had been forgotten, which was taken nine years since, with quite passable results. Anyone with due care can keep tropically-taken negatives for four to eight months, when a fortnight of ordinary methods would have damaged, or quite obliterated the pictures.

If negative film is kept at a continued temperature of over 80 degrees Fahr., or higher, it is not safe to defer development over six months. It is hardly necessary, however, to point out that films should always be kept in the driest and coolest place possible.

No hygroscopic chemical should be used for the purpose (as in museum showcases) of maintaining a dry atmosphere, because damage to films may take place should an accident occur, and moisture-laden material be precipitated upon them.

Straw matting outside, and waterproof cloth inside (or the red cotton blankets of Indian bazaars instead of the straw) tied with cotton rope, will preserve large packages of films from jars, moisture and high temperatures.

In some extreme cases, as in Africa or the Red Sea. the outside wrappings must be wetted so that vaporation may keep temperature down. That is why the waterproofing is placed inside the shock wrappings.

In case of movie pictures the film should never be re-wound; but these notes are meant for “comrades” of the camera.

Always carry your films (unless already each in its own tin case) in moistureproof metal boxes with joint at lid taped down. Biscuit boxes, I should point out, are useless for several reasons. Under extreme conditions films are best transferred to the camera with a changing bag of double blackcloth not on account of light dangers; but possible moisture.

Open your main containers at night if possible, as it is cooler then. Your negative rolls should be returned to their tins (in spite of what you are told in the shops) and placed within a larger metal tin (keep cool) containing carefully dried tea leaves, “Paddy” (rice husk), sawdust (of certain hardvvoodsf, or wool, oatmeal, etc. —according to what moisture-absorbing material is within your reach. Always remember that the presence of marshes, sweaty clothing, or the salt airs of tropical littorals demand extra caution.

Many hundreds of good negatives have been lost because given to inferior local hands to develop or attempted by photographer, working with faulty conditions, UNDER THE BE-

Lief That The Films Must Be

treated at once. Given care in packing, unpacking, exposure and re-packing, films are better left undeveloped until experts can handle them in cooler lands.

Council For New

GUINEA

Renewed Agitation

TT is considered likely that the ques- JL tion of creatine a Legislative Council or Advisory Council, representing the white ponulation of New r Guinea, to assist the Administrator in the general work of government, will receive consideration at an early date.

The matter has had the attention of the Commonwealth Government on previous occasions and the necessary machinerv exists to nermif o f the appointment of such a Council. The residents of the Territory are anxious to secure a channel through which their wishes with regard to administrative affairs may be placed immediately before the governing authority, but although they have repeatedly asked in recent years that the Legislative Council machinerv should function, nothing has been done. Their demand, however, for action has been growing increasingly strong and it is now believed that, with the change of Government. something tangible wil 1 be decided upon—probably during 1932.

It is not desired to whittle down in any imnortant respect the authority now held by the Administrator; but there does seem to be a determination that some channel shall be created which will enable the white residents of the Territory to have their wishes, opinions and grievances placed more quickly and effectively before the governing authority.

General E. A. Wisdom

Return to Rabaul The Administrator of the Mandated Territory of New Guinea, Brig.-General E. A. Wisdom, C. 8., returned to his headquarters at Rabaul, by the Macdhui, leaving Sydney on January 14.

The Administrator came south some months ago, with Mrs. Wisdom, who was then seriously ill, and a report gained currency that he intended taking his wife to England and resigning his position in New Guinea which he has held successfully since 1921. Mrs.

Wisdom, unfortunately, succumbed to her illness a few weeks after arrival in Sydney.

General Wisdom spent some weeks in Melbourne and returned to Sydney after a visit to Canberra, where he discussed Departmental affairs with the Minister at present in charge, Major C. W. C. Marr.

Rich Bougainville Ore Near Kieta Carries Payable Gold IT will not be surprising if there is an early boom in the mining of gold and other metals in Bougainville which is the most northerly of the Solomons Group, but which, for administration purposes, is part of the Mandated Territory of New Guinea.

A considerable time ago, prospectors located a very good lode of ore at Kupei, 8 miles from Kieta, which is the administrative centre of the very large Island of Bougainville. This lode returned such excellent prospects that the Broken Hill Pty. Co. made an investigation. The company turned down the proposition; and the option was then taken up by Bougainville Gold Options Ltd., whose head office is at Trustee Building, Grenfell Street, Adelaide. The latter concern has proved that the Broken Hill concern slipped badly somewhere.

Mining operations have gone on steadily for some time past, with the result that a tunnel has been put in for 38 feet and a cross-drive for 12 feet. These operations have disclosed an enormous quantity of payable ore.

The assays have shown a remarkable richness of gold—as well as 6 per cent, copper, 45 per cent, zinc and a remarkably rich section carrying 75 per cent, nickel. One recent visitor says that the structure containing gold “is not a lode; it’s a mass.”

It is anticipated that there will be interesting developments shortly. The nominal capital of the company is £50,000. and the shares are all in private hands.

Incidentally, it is believed that there are on Bougainville other opportunities for development. The northern portion of the island is broken and mineralised, but in the southern portion there is a vast plain —‘known as the Buin plain —which is believed to be extraordinarily good sugar-growing country. 6 January 26, 1932.
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Meet Tongan Royalty!

By Robert Slade “IZ” A-A-VA ko-he-e-e!”

The shrill cry, echoing down a beautiful valley some miles from Nukualofa, announced that kava was ready and we gathered about King George Tabou 11., ruler of Tonga, for the ceremonial drinking. One by one, in strict order of official importance, we stepped forward, took a coconut bowl of the cloudy liquid from a bowing native, drank determinedly, swallowed desperately, and threw the bowl away, with an underhand spinning motion, as in deck quoits.

The taste for kava is acquired painfully, through years of grim trying. But there must be no shrinking from a ceremonial kava. Its drinking, particularly under the eye of a king, is a matter of awful punctiliousness. A splutter in the coconut shell would have been an insult to the Tongan realm.

Memories of how we—an official party from New Zealand —were most cordially and hospitably entertained in the Friendly Islands fourteen years ago, came crowding back recently when I saw the little prince of Tonga on a visit to Sydney. Our hosts then were the King and Princess (now Queen) Salote, respectively grandfather and mother of Sydney’s youthful visitor.

George Tabou 11. was a big man of enormous bulk, and his daughter was built on the same plan. Both were distinguished by quiet dignity and charming manners. Salote was young, obviously liked the colours that appeal to Islands femininity, but she never for a moment forgot that she was royal and on a plane apart. One of our ship’s officers, tickling his vanity with the thought of a flirtation with an islands princess, was “put in his place” with a thump that echoed through the years. Salote was married several years ago. The display of her chic and beautiful wedding garments in the window of a Pitt Street shop caused a block in the traffic.

The king arranged a native picnic in our honour and the kava-drinking was a sort of aperetif. The booming of wooden drums summoned us to food.

It lay on banana leaves, on the ground, a succulent and smoking heap, thirty or forty feet long. There were chickens, fish, young pigs, sweet potatoes, taro, birds, all jumbled together, cooked to a turn. The chefs had been at work since dawn, with shovels and axes. They had dug a huge trench, built in it a fire, heated many stones, removed the embers, wrapped the food in banana leaves and buried it with the stones half a fathom deep.

We squatted down on either side of the heap, sans plates, sans forks, sans salt —sans everything—and never have I tasted such delicious food. His Majesty sat opposite me and he was a mighty trencherman. He seized a delicately-browned chicken, a leg in either hand, tore it apart, and in ninety seconds it was part of a king. Like another famous royal personage, I think he crunched its bones. We drank the milk of green coconuts, out of coconut shells —at least, some of us did. Stronger liquors were available.

The king’s lieutenant, and master of ceremonies, was Tuikavano —surely the merriest and kindliest little Prime Minister I have ever seen. He liked the stronger liquors and long before that feast had reached the savouries stage Tuikavano was in that condition known as “climbing hills.” He tried, in comical fashion, to settle an old-standing difference with another of the King’s Ministers. The great stomach of George Tabou heaved spasmodically as he chuckled his appreciation of the scene. Years after I met Tuikavano strolling with his English secretary in Macleay Street, Potts Point, and reminded him of the picnic. The temperamental little chap laughed and then he wept. George Tabou, his wellloved master, was only recently dead.

Now Tuikavano himself has been gathered to his fathers.

After the feast, native men and women produced for us one of the oldtime dances, banned since “civilisation” came to Tonga. The king watched the dancers, what time he discussed with me the theories of John Stuart Mill.

That night, in the palace—that pretentious wooden buliding, the first object to catch your eye as you come to Nukualofa —there was a State dinner.

Evening dress, cut glass, English dishes, formal toasts. The king was quite at ease and handled his armoury of forks without embarrassment. Mr. Grant, the British Resident (afterwards distinguished by war service and later Administrator of the Bahama Islands) wore an eyeglass and the insignia of the C.M.G.

A quaint little kingdom is Tonga and very loyal to Great Britain. There were more German flags than Union Jacks waving over the palm trees when I was there in May, 1914; but before that fateful year had ended there was not one emblem of Kaiserdom left in the Friendly Islands.

Land Settlement Scheme in New Caledonia From Our Own Correspondent.

NOUMEA, December 20.

IT is understood that five returned soldiers from France and five local returned soldiers are to be settled on the land, and for this purpose the sum of 700.000 francs has been made available by the Home Office.

It is also understood that a similar sum will be made available for next year and that, should the first settlers be satisfactory, a further extension of land settlement is possible.

Quaint Tally-Board The Sukis recently came down the Fly River, in Papua, and killed over 50 people in Weriadai village.

This is how the survivors of a previous raid by the Sukis on Weriadai recorded the number of their dead.

Each stick placed in the sago frond shown above represented one murdered native. The Government officers were thus able to ascertain that 39 were killed in the raid.

Tulagi’S Sense Of

HUMOUR THERE does not seem to be much connection between Tulagi and Fleishman’s Yeast.

All the world has heard of the Yeast. Fleishman, of Cincinnati, U S.A., has spent millions of dollars in telling the world about it.

Only a small section of the world has heard about Tulagi. administrative centre of the Solomon Islands. But Tulagi has a sense of humour.

The advertisements say that the Yeast will cure many of mankind’s ills, and particularly indigestion. Millions of people have introduced it hopefully to their alimentary canals.

Each purchase represented a profit.

Fleishman became very rich —so rich that, like other Americans similarly afflicted, he bought a palatial yacht, and cruised in the Pacific, seeking pirates and Polynesian romance, and peace.

The yacht, just before Christmas, reached Tulagi. The depressed copragrowers of those parts leaned enviously over their verandahs, and dripped, and wished that they had discovered an indigestion cure. The American tourists tripped daintily ashore . . .

The First Assistant Salesman of the Burns, Philp store came forward to serve a member of the yacht’s crew.

“Gee, buddy,” said the Uncle Samuelite. “I sure hope you can dope out something to help my little old insides.

I’m awful sick.”

“What’s wrong?” asked the B.P. man.

“They ain’t got nothin’ aboard that hooker that’ll fix. my trouble,” said the American. He insisted that he had suffered torture for many days.

“But what is your disease?” said the B.P. man again.

“Disease—hell!” shouted Mr. Fleishman’s bodyguard. “I got no disease— I got indigestion!”

Whereupon Tulagi, having a sense of humour, spent a merry Christmas. 7
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m IMPERIAL

Residential Hotel

221 Darlinghurst Rd., King’S Cross

SYDNEY, N.S.W.

FULL BOARD AND RESIDENCE : Weekly, from 45/- to 63/-. Daily, 10/-.

Management: Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Edwards

New "Minister For

ISLANDS”

Major C. W. C.Marr THE appointment of a new Federal Government was a matter of considerable importance to the residents of New Guinea, Papua, Norfolk Island and Nauru, as it “means that there is to be a new Ministrial head to whom the various Pacific Administrators will report.

Much pleasure was shown when it was announced that Major C. W. C.

Marr, who had been included in the new Federal Cabinet as Minister for Health, was to be temporarily the Minister in charge of Pacific Islands affairs. Contrary to the usual belief, the administration of Australia’s Pacific Islands territories is not under the supervision of the Home Affairs Department, but —for some reason best known to Canberra—is tacked on to the Prime Minister’s Department. The consequence is that the ministerial head is not the Minister for Home Affairs, but one of the Ministers assisting the Prime Minister.

Major Marr is well-known in New Guinea and Papua, where he has been engaged in various industrial enterprises and is highly esteemed. He is a man of genial manner and is personally very popular. His outstanding ability, combined with his wide knowledge of Pacific Islands affairs, have created the belief that his direction cf these Pacific Administrations will have the quality of decisiveness—which has been rather lacking in the case of some “Ministers for the Islands,” who know nothing about the Territories.

It is generally understood, however, that Major Marr will not for very long retain these particular duties. It is believed that as soon as Senator Massy Greene recovers sufficiently from his illness to assume Ministerial duty, he will take over from the Prime Minister the work relating to the Pacific Islands, thus relieving Major Marr of some of the considerable Cabinet duties he has been allotted. Senator Massy Greene is a man of outstanding ability —in fact, it was only a series of peculiar political accidents in the 1922 election that prevented his becoming Prime Minister instead of Mr. Bruce. He is a very capable, shrewd, far-seeing business man, and the residents of the Pacific Territories will find that he has a wide knowledge of their outlook and requirements. Senator Massy Greene knows a good deal about the development of tropical industries—he had considerable interest in the proposal to establish the cotton-growing industry in Northern Queensland, which received much attention prior to the depression.

Sir Hubert Murray

Visit to Canberra SIR HUBERT MURRAY. Lieut.-Governor of Papua, accompanied by Lady Murray, arrived in Sydney by the Macdhui early in January. His Excellency spent only a few days in Sydney—he proceeded at once to Canberra to deal with a large mass of official business.

A matter which is giving the Lieut.- Governor much concern is a move to abolish the Australian duties on raw rubber. The position is dealt with elsewhere in this issue.

Sir Hubert Murray is not making a long stay in Australia, nor is he taking any leave on this occasion. He is returning to Papua by the Montoro, sailing on February 4.

Sir Hubert and Lady Murray, while at Canberra, were entertained by the Governor-General, Sir Isaac Isaacs, and Lady Isaacs.

Tahiti Copra

Reduced Freight to ’Frisco Move for French Preference Still Being Discussed From Our Own Correspondent PAPEETE, January 2.

A WELCOME reduction in freight rates on copra from Tahiti to San Francisco was announced by the Union Steamship Co., early in December, when the S.S. Makura lifted an unusually large cargo at the new figure of 5 dollars per ton, as against 7 dollars formerly. This, of course, is the result of the exchange position.

Every little helps in these days of low copra prices. On the other hand, there are persistent rumours around town that an export duty of 100 francs per ton is to be imposed on copra leaving for foreign ports, in order to encourage exports to France by the subsidised Messageries vessels.

In the meantime, the commercial community here awaits, with increased interest, the outcome of the discussions now going on in France with regard to the preferential treatment of French copra entering that country.

If carried this legislation, which was alluded to in my article two months ago, will place planters in French territories in a very favourable position, as compared with those in other copraproducing countries.

Major Marr Senator Massy Greene 8 January 26, 1932.
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New Uses For Coconut Oil

Is It Suitable as a Motor Fuel?

CAN new uses be found for coconut oil? The answer to that question is of vital interest to every resident of the South Seas.

For many decades copra has been the source of the chief raw material for margarine, fine soap, and various other commodities requiring a high quality vegetable oil. But. in recent years, the world has been flooded with refined and deodorised whale oil, and with rival vegetable oils —particularly the products of soya beans, ground nuts and palm kernels. Coconut products still hold a good market, and will continue to do so—but much of the previous profit of coconut planting has disappeared.

There is only one remedy—the uses of coconut oil must be extended, and the demand for it increased. Early in 1931, when it was seen that the supply of whale oil was vastly in excess of the demand, the Scandinavian whale oil interests employed a corps of expert chemists to discover new uses for whale oil. Coconut oil interests could do the same.

An indication of one direction in which inquiries may be made, and interesting questions raised, is given in the following article.

Is it practicable to use coconut oil as a fuel for Diesel engines? At first sight the proposition appears fantastic. It does not seem possible to use a vegetable oil as a motor fuel; nor does it seem practicable to produce coconut oil at a price that will allow of its use as a motor fueL Yet these, and other obvious objections, are dealt with in the article.

The waiter is Robert Aura Smith, special correspondent of “The New York Times,” who wrote from Manila on September 14. 1931-; and the article was published in “The New York Times” on October 11. The article is as follows: RESEARCH scientists of the University of the Philippines have carried out the public demonstration of the use of coconut oil as fuel for Diesel engines.

Using a stationary motor, with no change in the mechanism. Professors Crisostomo Ortigas and Luis Gonzaga. assisted by Dr. Amando Clemente, showed that the vegetable product gave the same result as the same quantity of mineral fuel at full load.

This is in spite of the known fact that coconut oil in combustion turns up only 7258 calories as against 10.550 for mineral oil. Professor Ortigas asserts, however, that mineral oil suffers a higher degree of power loss, through malignant cracking, or absorption of heat in the formation of soot, and that therefore the potential power of the two oils is almost identical.

Similarly this smaller degree of malignant cracking on the part of coconut oil makes the engine operation cleaner, since there is little or no residue or carbonised waste.

Other fuel engineers have asserted that the use of coconut oil will produce corrosive acids in the cylinders, but this is flatly denied by the three experimenters, who declare that repeated tests in the laboratory show no such acids, and that no corrosive effects have been observed during combustion.

The significance of the experiment lies in the fact that they show the possibility of a permanent domestic fuel supply in the Philippines. At present that is lacking. There exists in the islands only a small deposit of low grade coal, and petroleum has not been discovered in any commercially valuable quantity.

Hydroelectric experiments have been successful but require an enormous overhead and present unusually difficult engineering problems because of the climate and the character of the terrain. At present, therefore, the Philippines is dependent upon imports for commercial fuel. Coconuts, on the other hand, are in practically inexhaustible supply in every part of the islands.

Cost Of Production

Nevertheless, under present conditions of production and milling, coconut oil is far more expensive than petroleum. The current price of the former is sixteen centavos a liter, while crude oil sells at five or six centavos.

It is therefore essential to reduce the cost of coconut oil production to onethird its present level before its use for commercial power operations is feasible.

That is by no means impossible, but will require revolutionary changes in the essential coconut operations. The first requirement is a greatly increased yield to the hectare, which is an agricultural problem affecting the entire country. The production can be greatly increased by closer planting, but closer planting than is now practised necessitates the use of fertilisers if the soil is not to be exhausted, and at present the fertilisation of coconut groves is only beginning.

Of equal importance is the use of budded stock from high-yielding trees.

This has been tried on several large plantations with immediate results.

Efficient coconut operators now maintain their own nurseries, where budding from selected stock can take place.

Nevertheless, a large part of the copra supply comes from very small individual units where nursery methods and fertilisation are virtually unknown.

The Milling Problem

The second essential to any mateerial reduction in price is a change in milling methods.

At present coconut oil is milled from copra, and while the milling process itself is highly efficient, registering in several large mills a total loss of potential oils of from only 6 to 18 per cent., the processes of the preparation of copra are primitive, wasteful and slow.

The nuts are usually split by hand, and then sun or oven dried, after which the copra kernel is extracted by hand. The process takes five days, and the product is not uniform. Re-drying cleaning and sorting are as important operations in the mills as pressing.

Consequently it is believed essential to cheap operation to perfect a process The President-General of the Methodist Church of Australasia (Rev. Frank Lade, M.A.), accompanied by Mrs.

R. C. G. Page (wife of the President of the Tongan Church) and Mrs. Smith (formerly a Mission Sister in Tonga) paid a visit to Western Samoa in November. The above photograph (which we publish by courtesy of The Mission Review) shows the visitors, with members of the mission staff and European residents at Apia. 9
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which will eliminate the copra stage and permit milling directly from the ripe nut.

The problem here is primarily one of getting rid of the superfluous water which is now removed bv evanoration i P 2 S; Clemente believes that he will be able to announce a process for the grating of the whole nut and its treatment with starch, as a separating agency, which will avoid the drying operations. This process, he declares, can be carried out in twelve hours and give a better quality of oil residue than the copra process.

With this in mind, Professors Ortigas. a ? d Gonz aga are undertaking to P erfect a machine which will split the nut and remove the meat, prior to the pressing operations. They expect 25,000 pesos from the Vamenta bill to carry 0 n this work, and hope therewith to perfect a single-unit machine which wm carry the coconut from the whole state through to the press.

Oil Expert’s Comments That is the complete article which came to hand in a recent mail. Prior to that, we had received only a summary of what was being attempted in the Philippines, and we submitted this to a scientist and oil expert in Sydney.

He said that coconut oil, or any other vegetable oil, was not recognised as being good fuel, as it was not clean burning. If some process had been evolved in the Philippines to obviate this, no mention had been made of it in the report. Even so, the coconut oil would have to be milled on the spot if it hoped to compete with mineral oil. and then it could only compete in countries which did not produce mineral oil. (Both of these points are dealt with in the complete article. —Ed. P.1.M.) He suggested that it would be cheaper to obtain motive power for a factory in the Islands by using the coconut kernel itself for firing steam boilers rather than sending the copra away to be treated and then using it in the form of oil for driving a Diesel engine.

Another expert said that, from what he knew of the position, if oil was produced from all the coconuts in the world, there would not be sufficient to supply Sydney with fuel for Diesel engines.

This would hardly seem to be the case, in view of the interest being manifested in the experiments in the Philippines—a large oil-consuming country and also a very large coconutproducing territory. As is pointed out in the foregoing article from The New York Times, the high price of production of the oil is the drawback, but this may be overcome.

The Australian price for crude oil is about 9d. per gallon, which works out at about £9/7/- per ton. In the Pacific Islands, where the oil has to be obtained via Australian ports, freight raises this price to about £l2 per ton.

Coconut oil, refined on the Continent, is worth £l5 per ton more than the cost of copra. When copra was being quoted at £lO per ton, c.i.f., London, refined coconut oil was worth £25 per ton.

If it were possible to (a) reduce the cost of extracting the oil from the coconut in the manner described by “The New York Times” writer and (b) carry out this simplified operation at handy central points in the coconutgrowing territories, thus cutting out considerable labour, milling and freight charges, a new era might dawn for coconut planters.

These possibilities are worth considering, quite apart from the question of using the oil as a motor fuel. If the cost of producing the oil could be reduced in the manner suggested by the Philippines scientists, it is certain that it would wipe out much of the competition it now suffers from other oilseeds —for coconut oil is by far the most suitable commodity for the various purposes for which it is used.

But if its use as a motor fuel is practicable, remarkable possibilities loom up. The Diesel engine is undergoing rapid improvement, and is coming daily into wider use. Latest reports from abroad show that a light Diesel, suitable for aeroplanes, is now quite a possibility, and that already a few motor-cars are being run by Diesels.

The Future Of Copra

A correspondent at Nukualofa (Tonga) informs us that he has been sending The Pacific Islands Monthly to a friend in the United States; and the latter has now written as follows; “Let me say that I enjoy reading the issues immensely. If only the editors of that journal were able to see a little else than the most pessimistic horizon I think they can do a world of good to help folks along. The truth is necessary, indeed, but it could be dressed up in brighter hues of hope, strongly tinged with a warming blend of ambition.

“The whole journal sounds typically of English gloom. What they need is a little American reckless dash to awaken and liven up the outlook, for really and actually things are never as bad as they are advertised. In their very sober and, I doubt not, sincere desire to help folks along, the editors are killing the very germ of faith and hope in the future, and above all in the present.

“If there is no hope that the price of copra will ever scale high enough to make it worth while producing under the present system, then someone must devise a way of producing it cheaper. That is inevitable. Or discover some more valuable use for it. Copra has too great a place in industry to be swept aside, and enough people are dependent on it for their living that, if they were to make a concerted endeavour, they can make it pay.

So why be dismal about it?

“This thing they call the depression is carrying the United States along at its lowest depths, and in spite of the advertisement of untold misery and actual starvation, actual facts belie the worst. Really, this depression is not as terrible as others before. But so many people think it is so bad that they actually die of starvation, perhaps merely to prove their contention. No man need be a martyr to depression.”

We are surprised to learn that we are pessimistic. If we have given that unfortunate impression, we must withdraw and apologise.

We have never suggested that there is no future for the copra-producing industry. On the contrary, there must be a great and growing demand in the future for a clean, palatable vegetable oil like the product of the coconut.

There is a good livelihood to be made on the coconut plantation—even with prices in the trough of the depression —and there will be in the future. There is no need to sacrifice a single coconut palm.

But we have insisted that—unless there is another great war or another vast rearrangement of world-wide economic conditions —no coconut planter of the present day can hope to again see copra quoted at £3O per ton, c.i.f., London. There are several reasons for this conclusion: but one is the enormously increased production of soyabeans and ground nuts, and another is the discovery of methods of refining and deodorising whale oil, so that it is now suitable for various purposes for which coconut oil was once used exclusively.

To insist on these points is not pessimism—it is merely prudence.—Ed., P.I.M.

RETALIATION!

New Caledonia Keeps Out Australian Rice, but Admits Java’s Product To the Editor.

Sir, —I have read with interest your articles, dealing with the action of the French authorities in shutting Australian-grown rice out of the New Caledonia market.

The statements made by the two Australian Ministers mentioned, to the effect that there was no evidence to show that the impost on Australian rice was a retaliatory measure, shows their complete ignorance of the facts on the matter.

Why was Australia singled out?

Why was not Java rice—also of foreign origin—placed on the same footing as the Australian product? Most of the rice imported into New Caledonia comes from Java, yet pays a nominal duty of 20 frs. per ton. Moreover, the Java product cannot be compared to the Australian rice, as regards quality.

The policy of the French Government is surely one of retaliation against a tariff which has caused considerable harm to the export trade of France and her colonies. If the Australian Minister for Markets had read the caustic comments of the local press on the subject some time ago, I venture to say he would have been convinced.

While on the subject it might also be pointed out that attempts are now being made —also backed by the press— to import flour from France in barrels.

There is little hope of the flour suggestion being successful, otherwise Australia would lose quite a tidy item in exports, as a special duty on Australian flour would surely follow.

Little doubt exists in the mind of those who have had the opportunity of keeping in touch with local affairs that New Caledonia is now following a policy of retaliation. —I am, etc., C. WILBEORD.

Paagoumene, New Caledonia, 12.12.31.

EDITORIAL NOTE : It may be that the new Federal Government in Australia can be induced to give a little thought to Australia’s trade in the Pacific. The shutting out of Australian flour from the New Caledonia market would be a very serious development: yet no one who has traced the reaction of Australian Labour politics into Australia’s tariff policy can blame the French for their vigorous retaliation against Australia. It really looks, sometimes, as if the Commonwealth must bring itself to ruin before it will recognise its fundamental errors of national economics. —Ed. P.I.M. 10 January 26, 1932.
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Lighting Plants The reliable LISTERLITE, the “powerhouse” of thousands of homesteads. Unfailingly delivers electric current on the most economical basis. Plants in stock to suit every possible requirement, with or without storage batteries. Ask us to quote for your installation.

Diesel (crude oil) Engines Famous British Lister-Diesel crude oil engines start perfectly from dead cold, on regular crude oil fuel. From h b.h.p. upwards. Shortly available in marlno type also.

Petrol Engines The most reliable petrol engines in the world. British built for sheer reliability and economy. Thousands of owners have proved that Lister maintenance costs are hardly worth regarding. In all sizes from U/i to 14 b.h.p. Petrol and korosene types available.

Auto Trucks Here is a neat little labour saving vehicle for haulage on road or rails, especially on long jetties. Equipped with air cooled engine; carries one ton or hauls three tons. Simple to operate, and available in varying body types for different classes of work. The most economical motor transport vehicle yet produced.

Pumps of all kinds. If you have water to move you will find exactly the kind of pump in the “Nevertire” line. From the simple well pump to the powerful self-oiling “Bulldozer” we have the right type of pump at the right price, for every job.

Windmills Put the wind to work for you. We have proved makes of mills available in all regular sizes, with or without towers. Tell us your water problem, and we can recommend the proper mill to do the work.

Enquiries our careful attention. Prices will be quoted free of Australian Customs’ Duty, in original cases.

Agents Wanteil We shall he glad to hear from respon sible Island parties willing to undertake the sale and representation of these lines. Write us.

Dangar, Gedye & Co.

LIMITED 10-14 Young Street, Sydney Where fro Sfray in Sydney An Ideal Home where Islands visitors congregate.

THE

Oriental Hotel

Overlooking

King’S Cross

The Premier Residential Hotel

IN SYDNEY Centrally situated, five minutes from C.P.O. or Railway Station. Trams and buses stop at our door.

This Hotel is lavishly furnished. Hot and Cold water in each room. Laundry, Spacious Lounges, Dancing, Splendid Table, and every convenience.

Tariff: Full beard and residence from 10/- to 13/6 per day; 50/- to 73/6 per week.

Room and Breakfast, from 5/6 to 8/6 per day, or 30/- to 45/- per week Cable or Radio, NEWOR, SYDNEY

Opportunities In New Guinea

Rich Land on Temperate Plateaus Around Head-Waters of Ramu River The Morobe goldfields, in New Guinea, ! ,ie in country so wild and broken that no j one has yet been able to build a road into it, and communication with the coast j is maintained by aeroplanes.

This very broken country continues j northward to the Bismarck Mountains.

Beyond that range the country becomes j tamer and more hospitable. It is practically unexplored. The maps simply show | the wide valley of the Ramu River, leading on to the coastal district of Madang.

Hereunder are extracts from the official report of the Madang District Officer, who went up the Ramu Valley last year to make records connected with the discovery of a new goldfield between the Bismarck Mountains and the present Morobe goldfield.

This report confirms other reports, that northward and north-west of the Morobe goldfields, in the valleys of the Ramu and Markham Rivers, where the broken interior mountains grade down to the coastal plateaus, there is a vast tract of fertile country, suitable for development and settlement.

Attention is directed particularly to the District Officer’s description of the magnificent plateaus, 5,000 feet high, around the head-waters of the Ramu, where there are , a fertile soil, abundant water, vast plains of grass, and a January morning temperature of under 60 degrees.

It may reasonably be expected that the development of the goldfields, just south of this region, will give a great impetus to European settlement in New Guinea; and that these fertile regions between Morobe and Madang, now practically unknown, will receive much attention from prospective agriculturists and pastoralists THE necessity for a patrol from Madang to south of the Bismarck Ranges (in the mainland of New Guinea) having arisen, contrary to practice, and despite all difficulties, the attempt had to be made in January which is one of the months of the wet season.

This P atrol consisted of the District Officer from Madang, one patrol officer, one native non-commissioned officer and nine constables of native police.

The party proceeded from Madang bv the launch Excel to Bogadjim, where native carriers were engaged.

A start made on the track from Bogadjim to the village of Boak, where camp was made for the night.

Early next day the patrol proceeded and upon reaching the first crossing place it was seen that ordinary fording was impossible. Such eventualities had been anticipated. Two native police, experts in fording swift waters, crossed the river further up and a heaving- ,was across, then the wire, which was fastened to a tree on either $ “flying fox” was then rigged with a heaving-line to each bank, cargo was slung to the block and hauled across. The carriers, police and District Officer and patrol officer crossed in this way. The crossing occupied two hours.

From Ayau the road, which is in excellent order, is uphill to Yauls, which has an elevation of 2420 feet and this place was reached at 6 p.m Continuing on from Yauls to Madeloi and on through Kesa and Unguruma, may improvements were noticed in the road, and many of the former gradients had been considerably reduced.

In the dry season the Boku forms a short cut to the Ramu Valley. On this occasion, however, it was not negotiable, and the much longer route through Kesa and Unguruma had to be taken.

On the morning of January 2, 1931, when Kesa was left, it was only possible to see a few yards ahead owing to dense fog. This was disappointing, as the view on a clear day from the summit of Unguruma Hill down the Ramu Valley is a magnificent one.

From the Boku to the Giagolo river the country is undulating, and no great difficulties were encountered. Good fortune remained with the party, as it was apparent that the Giagolo had been over a mile in width a day or two previously. It was now within its banks and only waist deep.

After leaving this river heavy rain fell until nearing Kesawai. In an interlude between rainstorms camp was pitched, and the District Officer and patrol officer, after each taking a good stiff dose of quinine, were glad to turn in as the mosquitoes were in myriads.

Some of the police had to maintain smoke smudges all night, and got very little sleep.

Next day the patrol got under way early, but it was a very bad day, the track being through high kunai grass from five to eight feet high, which cut the knees and arms of the whole party and made very bad going.

This portion of the valley appeared to be much drier and had not been recently flooded. The patrol camped the night at Kokomo. Next day some very high patches of kunai were encountered, some of it being 12 and 15 feet high. This same patrol had passed this portion of the country in the pre- 11
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vious September, on the return from a patrol in the Rawa area. The kunai had then just been burned off, and it seemed incredible that it had made such growth in this short time.

The Mimia River was found to be very swift but not high. But as there were no trees on the banks the flying fox could not be utilised. Five of the police, found to be expert in carrying gear assisted the carriers, who were not so adept, and everything was got safely across. This day was very hot, with occasional showers, and the District Officer and patrol officer were so badly burned that on reaching Kaigulin picric acid solution had to be applied to their arms. At this place native foods were abundant, and were purchased with salt. During the night very heavy rain fell and the track from Kaigulin to the Gusap river was under water.

The Gusap river was in flood, both channels running strongly and very deep. A tripod was made of driftwood, which was anchored firmly, and the wire line hauled across and made fast to a large tree which had been washed down the stream. This had just been completed and the flying fox got into action when a further spate came down, so the line had to be let go and two boys brought back, The patrol camped here until the next morning. The river had fallen, so that by going up stream a mile it was possible to ford it. The two rivers, Gusap and Kuin (or Guin), join and form the Ramu.

From the Gusap the patrol proceeded on to Marawasa, the first village in the Markham Valley. All of the prospectors who have gone into the Bismarck Ranges appear to have followed a route from this village. As the patrol had neither sextant, chronometer or artificial horizon to ascertain their position, the circuitous route, as taken by the prospectors had to be followed to attain their objective.

Marawasa was left on January 7 at 7 a.m., and at 9.45 a.m. an elevation of 2700 feet was reached. The track rose very rapidly, until an altitude of 4000 feet was reached on a kunai ridge. A thickly wooded mountain had to be then tackled, which reached an altitude of 5050 feet above sea level. On descending the other side of this, grassed country with timber on the creeks only was encountered. During the night very heavy rain fell, and there was an earth tremor lasting five seconds.

On January 8 the route lay up and down kunai-covered ridges, with many well-defined footpads running in many directions.

This country was an immense, undulating plateau, at from 5500 to 6500 feet elevation, and about 30 to 40 miles long, with about the same width. One valley reminded the party very much of the Horseshoe Bend and Werribee Gorge as seen from the train nearing Bacchus Marsh in Victoria, without, of course, any of the buildings or orchards as seen there.

In a ravine a stream was reached, with quite a number of tributary creeks running into it, the general direction being north. This was the Kuin (or Guin), the head of what lower down is the Ramu.

Before reaching the Kuin some natives were found to be following the party. The party was stopped, and they were signalled to come on. After some hesitation they did so.

Each native carried a bow and several arrows, and all were decorated with a beautiful paradise-bird-plume head dress. They brought cucumbers, for which payment was made in salt, and they pointed out a track, saying “Mata Mark,” from which it was concluded the survey party from Morobe district had returned to the Wau that way. These natives followed the patrol party to the Kuin and then disappeared apparently returning on their tracks.

The river being in flood, great difficulty was experienced in crossing. The steel rope could not be used, as it was impossible for any of the boys to cross to the other side. Eventually a tree was felled, which bridged a channel to a rocky islet in the stream. A second tree was felled to bridge the second channel. The last of the party had just been got across the second bridge when another freshet came down and demolished the bridges.

The nights were very chilly at this time, and it was found necessary to use two blankets. On the plateau, records of the 6 a.m. temperatures were kept, which were found to be very even, ranging from 52 to 56 degrees Fahr.

On Fridav, January 9 the trek was continued along this great plateau by following the grass-covered ridges, and natives met with in great numbers.

Their villages are very large and probably permanent, as middens three feet in height by six feet or more in diameter were noticed near many of the houses, which must have been the accumulations of many years. Their houses were circular, with conical roofs, strongly made of timber and covered with kunai.

Their gardens are a revelation, and immensely superior to any previously seen by this District Officer in New Guinea, and he had seen as much of the Territory as any other white man.

Most of them are on slopes, with a wide drain across the top. The gardens are divided into beds by other drains running from the top one.

The gardens are parallel, and straight, long creepers are used as lines in laying them out. They are of uni- This map shows the route followed by the patrol, whose discoveries are recorded in the accompanying article. The unnamed village, shown in the right-hand corner of the map, is in the upper past of the Markham Valley, which leads down to Lae and Salamoa. The Morobe goldfield lies southward and eastward of the area shown in this map. 12 January 26, 1932.
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Beans of several varieties, in perfectly straight lines, with crossed sticks on which they were trained, were inspected. There were sweet potatoes, maize, cucumbers, pumpkins and sugar cane, and not a single weed in any of the beds.

It would be hard to find a market garden in Australia better laid out or kept than these. The soil is not simply turned over in great lumps as with natives generally in this Territory. It is worked to a fine tilth, such as European gardeners would prepare for a seed bed.

Where could these natives have learned their methods of agriculture, and who could have taught them?

Compared with usual native methods of agriculture, these are a century ahead. There are not just a few isolated patches, but hundreds of acres.

Every valley has its villages and gardens, and it would be impossible to guess the number of inhabitants.

At some of these villages 100 to 120 armed men were counted, irrespective of women and children, who appeared to be in great numbers.

In not one instance was any sign of framboesia, tropical ulcers or sores of any kind seen, except a few cases of men wounded by arrows in tribal fighting.

Everywhere the patrol was met with warmest friendship, and huge quantities of native foods were brought in, the payment most desired in this area being beads. Salt appears to be unknown or unappreciated. Numerous requests were made for small cowrie shells, of which the few who had them appeared to be inordinately proud.

Their implements of war were beautifully worked and, as iron is unknown to them, the perfection and design of the carving was most surprising.

All communication with these natives was made by signs. As far as it was possible to ascertain, none of the natives on the northern side had ever crossed the Bismarck Ranges, and pone of them could speak “pidgin.”

On Monday, January 12, the homeward journey was commenced it being the intention if possible to travel in a north-westerly direction to strike the Ramu just westward of Mt. Otto. But this was found to be impossible.

The patrol proceeded westward across a small wooded ridge, again finding grassed country, with numerous villages and similar wonderful gardens to those as already described. After much difficulty, it was possible to ascertain the names of some of these villages—Sumuja, Uriki, Tapulo. Koromo and Onkuma.

As far as practicable, ridges running in a northerly direction were followed until 5 p.m., when camp was made on the bank of a small stream in a fine wide valley.

There was a steep ridge on the opposite side of the creek, from the crest of which a number of natives were watching. They were signalled to come down and soon did so. Their attentions were rather embarrassing. They stroked the arms, chests and backs of the District and patrol officers with their hands.

To the north there seemed to be a pass into the main Bismarck Range, and a track showing signs of much usage was found. This was followed to the thickly-timbered mountains, where numerous plants and flowers previously not known were seen.

At about 11 a.m. some natives were met. They showed great friendliness. and some more pawing took place, to which the District and patrol officers were beginning to get accustomed. The patrol was taken to their village, which was strongly stockaded and in a highly defensible position. Sixty-three houses were counted, and the inhabitants explained that there were many other villages near. They were told by signs that it was desired to continue the journey to the north but they indicated in a similar manner that this was impossible, owing to the rivers in the ravines being too deep to wade, and that there were immense precipices which it would be impossible to scale. They pointed out a track which led eastward and accompanied the patrol a short distance. This track led over to the main Bismarck Range at a height of 7100 feet.

From this point the Ramu Valley, with the Finesterre Mountains on the other side, could be seen, whilst on the right there was a deep valley with a river running towards the Ramu. As this was a large stream, it was coneluded it must be the Kuin, but later this was discovered to be incorrect.

From the crest of the range the first descent was most precipitous, and had it not been for the trees and bushes this would not have been negotiable.

In accomplishing a descent of 1500 feet one had to slide from one foothold to another at the base of some tree, sapling or bush. This was most tiring, but accomplished without accident, and to see that the carners were able to do it.

On the other side of the ravine a climb had to be made again to a village, from whence numerous other villages could be seen. Continuing on up and! down well worn paths, three of these villages were visited.

On these heights dwarf raspberries were found to be flowering and fruiting profusely, but were/ more or less tasteless.

The native gardens were found to be the usual irregularly shaped and poorly-cultivated plots, in marked contrast to those as seen on the other side of the range, The next morning it was decided to take a short cut directly down the mountain to the valley below and follow the creeks to the river which had been seen, instead of taking the path from the village, by which several days might be occupied by this indirect route to the Ramu.

This turned out to be a most difficult feat. There was thick jungle, through which a track had to be cut to enable the carriers to proceed, and when the creek was eventually reached it was found several times that cascades made further descent impracticable, and new tracks had to be cut around the mountain contours. Eventually it was found that the first creek emptied into a larger one, down which the patrol proceeded, often in the creek itself, ankle deep—at times knee deep, and very often waist deep.

Towards noon the mountains began to draw in, and soon only a narrow gorge was left, down which the water rushed at great speed. It was negotiated with difficulty. A second gorge lower down was not so dangerous, and the creek gradually broadened out until the river previously seen was reached, As the course was north, it was followed until 5 p.m., when it widened out to about 100 yards and emptied into a larger stream, which turned out to be the Kuin.

A nar t v of natives were seen wntrh incy fr o m the other bank and si£ms come S&fS that a foxing place could be found.

The stream was not running very strongly, and as the bottom was sand it was not very difficult to cross— though waist deep, As the patrol was now in familiar country, a start was made for Gusap, in an endeavour to make the crossing before dark. It was successful and camp was made on the western bank, Except for rainstorms and flooded rivers, the return journey to Madang was uneventful. 13
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Flying Fish Come South

Good Hauls at Rarotonga From Our Own Correspondent.

RAROTONGA, December 4.

Flying fish have now returned to these waters from the north.

Fishermen are to be seen outside the reef even on very dark, stormy nights, burning their flares made from dried fronds of the coconut tree. The bright light lures the flying fish from all directions, so that they come gliding into the nets held up in the canoe to intercept their flight.

From Avarua the night flares are visible at many points along the reef, burning like large oil lamps, lighting up the surface of the sea spasmodically and casting a red glow in the surrounding darkness.

Sir Hubert Murray’s Tour of Inspection From Our Own Correspondent.

PT. MORESBY, December 2.

THE Lieut.-Governor, Sir Hubert Murray, accompanied by the Government Secretary. Mr. H. W. Champion, and the Official Secretary, Mr. H.

L. Murray, returned to Port Moresby by the Laurabada on November 28, after an extended tour of inspection in the Eastern and North-eastern Divisions of the Territory.

Influenza was raging at every port of call. At Samarai the business of the town was practically at a standstill for a few days. The crew of the Laurabada were laid up in consequence. Fortunately the weather was particularly good throughout the trip and no serious inconvenience delayed the tour.

No Tourists for Noumea Exchange Rates Kill Traffic From Our Own Correspondent.

NOUMEA, December 20.

OWING to lack of co-operation between the shipping companies, the Administration and the merchants, the tourist traffic has never really developed into anything substantial; and it may be now considered to have faded into insignificance on account of the small number of francs exchanged for an English pound, and the even smaller number received for the Australian pound.

Apparently, the Messageries Maritimes Shipping Co. bases its fares between Sydney and New Caledonia on the rate of exchange, as the first-class fare for the trip from Sydney to Noumea has now reached the extravagant rate of over £7 per day—viz., £29—the return ticket costing £49.

These fares, of course, are quoted in Australian currency. There has been a recent reduction of about 10 per cent, of the fare from this end in French currency.

N. Caledonia—Queensland Successful Fight Pleases French From Our Own Correspondent.

NOUMEA, December 2.

ON November 21 history was made by the first aeroplane flight from New Caledonia to Australia by Mr. Victor Roffey, a young Australian, who has been conducting air flights in the Colony for some months past.

Great interest was taken by the local population in the flight, which has been under consideration for some time and it was with the utmost enthusiasm that the news of Mr. Roffey’s safe landing on the Queensland coast was duly received some hours after his departure.

Careful preparations were made for the flight and. early on the morning of the date mentioned, the young pilot, amid the good wishes of his friends, left Ouaoo, on the West Coast, for his trip, covering some 700 nautical miles.

Cook Islands’ Hard-Worked Doctor From Our Own Correspondent.

RAROTONGA, December 4.

UNDER the economy measures now operating one doctor only, instead two as was usually the case, is detailed for service in the Cook Group.

Sympathy for Dr. Ellison, the Chief Medical Officer, at having to contend single-handed with the pressure of work with which at times he is surrounded is expressed on all sides.

The doctor is at present on a tour of duty in the outlying islands of the Lower Group. No doctor is available here during Dr. Ellison’s absence, although. in a case of emergency, medical advice might be obtainable by wireless.

Some day, doubtless, the presence of a seaplane at Rarotonga will come about, and the problem of first-hand medical service to the islands of the inner group be settled on these lines. 14 January 26, 1932.
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A Sunday In Noumea

By W. Bruce Rainsford

A SUNDAY in Noumea, the little capital of New Caledonia, is quite different from that spent by most of us in Australia.

There are no Sunday papers. Early in the morning you hear the ringing of the bells from the stately Roman Catholic Cathedral, which dominates the town, and the people in their twos and threes ascend the hill and mount the many steps leading to the building itself. A very fine view is unfolded from this elevated position—the red and white roofs of the houses and public buildings interspersed with waving coconut palms; while, beyond, lies the landlocked harbour, with its varying shades of blue, and numerous small craft at anchor.

An inspection of the Cathedral tells us that the first Communion was celebrated in 1892. An interesting notice in French placed conspicuously by the portal reads as follows; “Out of respect to the House of God and those who come here to pray, ladies are asked to attend modestly dressed, with neck, shoulders and arms suitably covered. The Sacrament cannot be administered to those who do not observe this request.”

The Temple stands back from the town, and is the centre of the religious activities of the Protestants. The nastor, an active little man. saw service with the French army during the war.

The French petit dejeuner (little breakfast) takes the place of our Australian breakfast, and usually consists of a cup of l coffee with one or two pieces of bread. “Breakfast,” however, at 11 a.m. is quite a substantial meal, and French cooking more than holds its own at this welcome repast, with its varied, tasty dishes.

The servant problem is not as difficult as in Australia—this on account of the free admission of coloured labour to the country. An arrangement with the Dutch Government has facilitated the immigration of several large batches of Javanese, and these little brown people make very good house servants, as well as serving indentures in other occupations.

After “breakfast” it is usual to take a siesta. This, it might be observed, is a dailv custom in Noumea, and not confined to Sundays only, as in cur country.

If you are staying at the hotel facing the “Place des Cocettiers” you can spend a pleasant hour on the long balcony. The square, with its many coconut palms flanked by low-roofed houses, the fine harbour and the open sea beyond, make a very pretty picture.

Convict transportation from France to New Caledonia ceased some 27 years ago, and since the cessation of this activity the square no longer has the same continuously bright appearance, with a first-class “condamne” band playing good music to an appreciative but silent audience. However, when occasional fetes are held, the square resumes its vivacity of the past.

The streets of Noumea broad, well made and lined with trees; and The streets of Noumea are broad, inhabitants, plus vehicular traffic, does not seem to have made much impression as yet on their surface. They will compare more than favourably with those of some of Australian country towns.

There are several interesting trips within easy reach of the town that will comfortably occupy the afternoon and evening, A visit to Tantoutah— some 58 kilometres (36 miles) away— makes a nice car run along the fine road made by the convicts in the old days from Noumea to Bourail, and some 170 kilometres in length. Tantoutah is noted for the excellent meals served at the hotel standing above the river and the abundance of fish, oysters and crabs at this peaceful little resort is unequalled.

There is a good road to La Coulee, via Conception Convent and St. Louis.

Cattle stations and mines are situated close enough to the town to enable a tour of inspection to be made over one or more of them if you have local friends with interests in these activities.

A drive in one of the public carriages by the winding road out to Anse Vata will further convince you of the beauties of the island. Anse Vata is the “Manly” of Noumea, without the busy shops and crowd of surfers, but attractively quiet, with num- A charming: picture of Noumea, capital of New Caledonia, and other allied French territories.

It is not generally known that Noumea is the nearest Pacific Islands town to Australia. 15
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Code Address: "Bumsouth” erous coconut palms, long curving beach and a quiet sea inside the reef.

Sunday is a good day to take a trip out into the country in New Caledonia’s one and only train, which puffs noisily some thirty kilometres (19 miles) out to Paita in a couple of hours, breakdowns permitting. The train starts punctually from the “Gare” at anything from 2 to 2.30 p.m., crowded with coloured people of all kinds and sizes, in addition, of course, to a goodly number of French citizens taking their weekly outing into the country.

The overcrowding on this little Decauville is far worse than on Sydney’s North Shore line, and the people have become as used to it as the “metro” travellers in Paris. The train traverses some very pretty country, and several of the town residents have established quiet, rustic homes in comfortable surroundings along the line. There are two trains on Sunday, and the early one carries mostly energetic parties out for a day’s sport—deer shooting, fishing and picnics are popular week-end activities of the young Caledonian.

The two cinemas do a brisk business on Sunday, with both matinee and evening shows, and, though perhaps not quite up to the standard of the Gaumont-Palace at Paris, yet what would otherwise be an extremely dull New Caledonian evening can be whiled away until 11.30 p.m. among a spellbound audience of various colours and nationalities.

Scientific Study Of Native Labor

Sir Hubert Murray Explains Why Indenture System Is Still Necessary in Papua From Our Own Correspondent.

PT. MORESBY. December 19.

HIS Excellency, Sir Hubert Murray, the Lieut.-Governor of Papua, was invited early last year by the Australian Association for the Advancement of Science to be one of the representatives at the centenary meetings of the British Association, which was held in London last September.

Unfortunately, Sir Hubert Murray was unable to leave the Territory at the time, and Papua had to forego the honour of being represented at these meetings of world-wide scientific in- Sir Hubert had prepared a paper for the Association, namely, “The Scientific Method as Applied to Native Labour Problems in Papua.” and this was read by his brother. Prof. Gilbert Murray, before a large gathering of scientists. It attracted considerable interest to those concerned with the problems of native welfare of the present day.

The paper, which is a clear exposition of the labour legislation of Papua, expresses the sincerity of the Government in seeking to be guided by certain fixed principles, the most important of all being the welfare and the development of the native race entrusted to their care and the development of the country in which they live, in their interests as well as in the interests of the white settlers who have been attracted to the Territory.

The development is in most instances a combination of white capital and native enterprise. The enterprise is supplied by voluntary Papuan labour —indentured or free —the indenture system being the most usual in practice and found to be satisfactory under the existing circumstances of Papua today.

To quote Sir Hubert Murray: “The indenture system is a necessary institution at the present stage of Papuan development, and its retention for the present can be fully justified, not only from the point of view of the employers, but also from that of the native.

“Still, the indenture system, though necessary under the existing circumstances of Papua, is not a system I should care to make permanent. Personally, I should be glad to see indentured labour replaced by free labour, but I do not think that this will come about until the native has developed a sense of responsibility that will hold him to his contract without penal sanction; and it appears to me that when we can do without penal sanction we can do without indentured labour altogether.”

In conclusion, Sir Hubert calls attention to development of native enterprises. In Papua, this is a slow and tedious affair, for the Papuan does not take kindly to continuous and monotonous tasks on his own behalf. It would be extremely difficult to educate him to establish and maintain plantations for himself on his own initiative without supervision or punishments. He makes no provision for the future; “Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof” is his motto.

Still, in time this policy of purely native enterprise will eventually be successful, though, Sir Hubert Mprray states, “The danger is that the persistence of the white man may break down before the vis inertiae of the Papuan’s ‘masterly inactivity.’ ”

The attempt to form a scientific labour policy in Papua is no easy task for an administrator, for it means (to quote Sir Hubert Murray once more) “Imposing upon a primitive people a form of activity involving a conception of duty—which is really strange to them.” £50,000 to Sell Hawaiian Pineapples HAWAIIAN pineapple growers are facing the biggest crop yet produced and are joining in a greatly increased advertising campaign.

Present estimates indicate 14,000,000 cases of pineapples, and present plans call for a 280.000 dollars advertising expenditure. This special campaign will be in addition to the advertising of the three leading packers of Hawaiian pineapples, who are also co-operating in the campaign. 16 January 26, 1932.
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Ideal for use in tropics Colours, Green and Red.

Quantity— 1-pt. 1-qrt. -2-gal. 1-gal.

PRICE— -3/6 6/- 12/3 23/- All Prices F. 0.8. at Sydney. Packing free.

NOCK & KIRBY LTD. they are remarkable. It is necessary again to recount a little history.

If there is one man. more than another, to whom honour is due for having brought essential Pacific Islands interests to Australia, that man is the late Sir James Burns, founder of Messrs. Burns, Philp and Co. Ltd., and associated companies. He was not only a merchant and shipowner of great ability—he was also a wide-visioned imperialist. He extended the influence of his firm all over the western and southern Pacific Islands; but, wherever he went, he allowed his fervent patriotism to have full play, and he saw *o it that, above all his enterprises the Union Jack was flying.

Some 50 years ago. Sir James Burns was impressed by the fact that unless someone displayed some enterprise and energy the large and potentially valuable New Hebrides Group would be lost to Britain. It is a fact that in the Pacific the flag has usually followed the trade; and Sir James Burns saw that the trade of the New Hebrides, unless prompt measures were taken, would not make British connections.

Therefore, he interviewed some of the leading men of Sydney and Melbourne and urged his patriotic viewpoint among them, with the result that they came together and formed the original Australasian and New Hebrides Co. Ltd.

This company, in close association with Sir James Burns’s own concerns, commenced trading and planting in the New Hebrides. Incidentally, its first manager was Mr. J. G. Laing, now a leading executive in Messrs. D. and W. Murray. He was in those early days a partner in Messrs. Prescott and Co., who were the Sydney agents of the New Hebrides Company. Another early manager was Mr. Joseph Mitchell, now General Manager of Messrs.

Burn, Philp (South Sea) Co. Ltd., and one of the Directors of the Burns, Philp group.

The Australasian and New Hebrides Co. Ltd. had a chequered career and did not flourish. It was reconstructed two or three times and was finally taken over by Messrs. Burns, Philp and Co. Ltd., and carried on for a few years. Finally, it was wound up altogether and its trading interests taken over by Messrs. Burns, Philp and Co.

When the Australasian and New Hebrides Co. Ltd. was wound up it was owner of very large areas of land in practically all the islands of the New Hebrides. As soon as the company commenced operations it definitely set out to acquire good plantation land which it purchased from the native owners. As a matter of fact, it was the need for finding so much cash for this purpose that caused the financial crippling of the company. The land was obtained in various ways, but the transactions were all open and aboveboard and the Company’s titles to the various areas were as clean as was possible under the conditions which ruled in those days.

When the Company was wound up and its affairs taken over by Messrs.

Burns, Philp and Co., Sir James Burns —being a wise man of long vision— handed the whole of the Company’s land over to the Australian Commonwealth Government. This fact is not generally known—but it is a fact. The Commonwealth Government is the owner of a very large proportion of the best land in the New Hebrides—and its claim to that land is as good as the claim of anyone else.

Sir James Burns literally gave the land to Australia. What his motive was exactly, it is hard to say. Probably he knew that an established Government of some kind was coming and he felt that when that central authority proceeded to issue land titles the Australian Government would have a better chance of establishing its claim to the land than any private firm. At any rate, the gift was made and it was free from all condltiohs. AJII that Messrs. Burns. Philp and Co. have received from the arrangement is the continuance of the subsidy paid by the Commonwealth for the maintenance of the Pacific Islands services, of which the service to the New Hebrides forms a part.

The Condominium Government began to function in the New Hebrides on December 2, 1907, and for the last 20 years the Joint Court has been slowly and painfully scrutinising land claims and issuing titles. It is a colossal task and, so far. it has only been scratched at. An enormous amount of work yet remains to be done. If it has taken 24 years to issue titles to the land already dealt with, it will take at least another 100 years to deal with land claims covering the remainder of the Group. The slow-moving Joint Court, as a matter of fact, has reduced the whole position to absurdity.

The Commonwealth Government maintains in Vila a solicitor, Mr. F. E Wallace, whose duty it is to advance before the Joint Court the claims of the Commonwealth Government to the various areas of land taken over originally from the Australasian and New Hebrides Co. Ltd. Mr. Wallace has been a resident of Port Villa for many years. Probably not 20 people in Australia know that he is an official of the Commonwealth Government, or what he is doing. Probably, not 50 Australians, outside of the Government Department concerned, know that Australia is the virtual owner of huge areas of valuable land in this Group. 17
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IMPORTS.

From Aust.

From N.Z.

Dec., 1930 £1,316 £1,215 Dec., 1931 2,670 1,016 EXPORTS.

To Aust.

To N.Z.

Dec., 1930 £865 £ 574 Dec., 1931 .... 1,168 Nil mm Signora TOTI DAL MONTE The brilliant prima donna writes : 44 It is with real pleasure that I write to you of my preference for your creme 4 mercolized.’ I use it every day with a real delight as it does so much to keep the complexion good”

Let the clear beauty of your skin prove the worth of wonderful mercolized wax. Use daily. It doesn’t grow hair. 2/6 and 5/6, chemists and stores. Highly recommended for sunburn and freckles. 509 It is the opinion of competent and experienced observers that Australia cannot afford to let the New Hebrides go by default. That appears to have been the policy of Federal Governments of the past. Matters relating to the New Hebrides have just drifted along, with the result that the enterprising French have slowly but steadily advanced their commercial hold on the Group.

The Group is of very little use to Britain —yet Britain continues to pay large sums annually to maintain the British Administration there. The Group is now of very little value to Australia, in a trade sense, yet Australia continues to pay a large sum annually to Messrs. Burns, Philp and Co. Ltd., by way of subsidy, so as to maintain a steamer service between Australia and the New Hebrides. The Group must be of comparatively little value to Messrs. Bums, Philp and Co., yet the big firm hangs on grimly in the face of the greatest difficulties, probably because it hopes that sometime, sooner or later, something will be done to secure this valuable territory for Australia. Probably. Messrs. Burns. Philp and Co.’s reasons for retaining their New Hebrides connection are more sentimental than commercial. Even with the Commonwealth subsidy, there cannot be much profit in this trade; and on account of the confused and jumpy exchanges, it is a very risky trade.

Why, then, should the present position be allowed to continue? It seems certain that if the position was properly represented to France, a reasonable solution could be found. Although French interests have poured money into the Group, so that they considerably exceed British interests, the Group is of no more value to France than it is at present to Britain or Australia.

As a matter of fact, the French Government have subsidised French interests in the New Hebrides so heavily that it is now practically impossible for them ever to make any profit out of the Colony.

Developments since the Armistice have been remarkable. Australia has created an efficient tropical service and made a very good job of the Administration of Papua and New Guinea; but, owing to extraordinary official indifference, Australia has lost much of the Pacific Islands trade, won for her in the beginning by her merchants and shipowners and driven away in the past 15 years by bureaucratic stupidity and indifference. At one time, Australia’s trade with New Caledonia, New Hebrides, Fiji, Tonga and Samoa was worth very many hundreds of thousands of pounds more than it is to-day.

It has been literally driven away from Australia by certain political creeds and governmental policies. It is not possible to give details here, but it is a dismal story.

For nearly 20 years Australia has ignored her responsibilities and opportunities in the Pacific. Prior to the war, owing to the enterprise of her merchants and the fine pioneering spirit of the late Sir James Burns and his associates, Australia acquired great trading interests in the Islands, extending from the Mariana and Caroline Group, in the north, to Samoa and Tahiti in the east. German aggrandisement forced Australia to take over Papua; the outbreak of war compelled the Commonwealth further to protect its interests by seizing New Guinea, the Bismarck Archipelago and the Northern Solomons (now grouped together as the Territory of New Guinea).

From that point onwards Australia should have become the dominant nower in the South Pacific. Instead of that, the Commonwealth seemed to spend most of its natural energy on class and political warfare and industrial brawls, and its national heritage (the Pacific trade) was whittled away by other countries. Lunatics disguised as Harbour Trust officials drove the copra traffic out of Sydney Harbour; short-sighted tariffites gave grave offence to Fiji and New Caledonia: indifferent bureaucrafts allowed the trade of Tonga and Samoa to drift away to New Zealand.

But Australia, in a trade sense, is now experiencing a change of heart. A decade’s orgy of spending—the result of easy loans and phenomenal prices for primary products—has ended. The nation is getting back to sanity and work: and. among other things, it wil 1 strive to regain as much as possible of the £6.000,000 of trade which is annually available in the Pacific Groups and territories.

Australia must either abandon her Pacific interests, or proceed to develop them. Two years ago the politicians would have said “abandon them.” Today, a new Government, eager to improve the economic position and do something worth while for Australia, probably will take the other view. The new Ministers will have plenty of opportunities, so far as the Pacific is concerned.

The New Hebrides represents one, which cries aloud for attention. The British Solomon Islands is another.

Nearly all the trade of this huge and potentially valuable group is done with Sydney: and there is a general belief that it would be for the convenience and benefit of all concerned if the administration of the Solomons were removed from the British Colonial Office (operating through Suva) and given to Australia.

Here are the outlines of a plan that is being discussed and that is based on the facts dealt with in the foregoing article: 1. Extend the Commonwealth’s Islands Administration (now successfully functioning in Papua, New Guinea and Nauru) to other Islands Groups in which Australia has important interests. 2. Make application for the transfer of the Solomon Islands Administration from Britain to Australia. 3. Open negotiations with France, through London, for the transfer of the New Hebrides administration from the Condominium to Australia, compensating France for the loss of her interests there by either a monetary payment or a grant of Territory elsewhere. 4. Inaugurate, at the same time, a policy of vigorously developing these Islands territories, so that Australia may regain some of the trade that belongs to her by geographical right, and so that she may get some return for the huge sums she has already invested in grants and subsidies in the various Pacific territories. 5. The tariffs of New Guinea and Papua should be examined, with a view to giving preference to Australia, which undertakes the costly responsibility of their Administration.

"Drier” Conditions in the Solomons From Our Own Correspondent.

TULAGI, January 4.

YES! the spirit of Christmas is dying, and this one passed over very quietly in Tulagi.

Cases of beer and other good (or doubtful) cheer were not a marked feature of orders received by the stores, as in days of yore.

Indeed, there is a wave of sentiment towards home-made ginger-beer, and arguments are rife as to whether Mrs.

So-and-so’s recipe is better than Mrs.

Who’s-this’s, and whether “ground ginger” has virtues over “whole ginger”; all of which must be aggravating to Treasurer-cum-Collector of Customs Johnson, in his efforts to balance the budget.

A rumour that an excise duty was to be imposed on ginger-beer made one lady switch over to home-made limejuice. It shows what can be done when you think you may be “pinched.”

Norfolk Island Trade THE following are the Norfolk Island Customs figures for December, 1931, compared with the figures for December, 1930: 18 January 26, 1932.
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Special Service For Visitors

From Pacific Islands

Accommodation arranged; shopping commissions carried out; travel by train, car or steamer carefully planned and booked; baggage insurance.

Send full particulars and everything will be done for you, at no additional cost.

Miss Lyal Hilliard

Personal Travel Consultant The Block, 424 George St., Sydney Tel.: M 3592. Cables: “Lyalhill,” Sydney Doing New Work — One of the biggest piece* ever carried by plane. j(P *v m LS G w e? 7 es rr u r *0 p U *•0 *o *-o ***. t-0 4 c The carriage of Bi-ton pieces of machinery through the air would have been impossible a few years ago, but is now accomplished daily by Guinea Airways. Thus another big problem has been solved; and when further transport questions arise, Guinea Airways will be ready to suppfy the answer with dependable organised air transport.

GUINEA AIRWAYS LTD.

Lae Salamaua Mr. C. J. LEVIEN Death In Melbourne

Discoverer Of Rich

Bulolo Goldfield

MR. C. J. LEVIEN, one of the most famous of New Guinea goldfields pioneers, died in Melbourne on January 20, from meningitis. The news of his death will be received with the greatest regret by mining, commercial and administrative interests alike in New Guinea, for he was a most popular man throughout the Territory.

He first went to New Guinea in the Government service and, at different times, was stationed in practicallv all of the districts.

When the discovery of gold occurred at Ed ie Creek, in 1925, he was District Officer at Morobe. He quickly saw the possibilities of this new field and resigned his Government post in order to join the seekers on the field. He and his companions made one of the most valuable gold discoveries in the whole of New Guinea — that of the rich flats of the Bulolo River. Mr. Levien was the first to visualise the wealth obtainable here by dredging. Incidentally, these flats are now on the verge of exploitation on a big scale by the mighty dredges of Bulolo Gold Dredging Co. Ltd., which company, in recent years, took the property over from Guinea Gold N.L.

Mr. Levien was instrumental in obtaining the flotation of the Guinea Gold Co., and its shareholders may look to him as the man responsible for securing the excellent propositions in which they now hold interests.

Mr. Levien was a man of the widest vision and a pioneer of the Territory in more ways than one. In addition to his gold mining and administrative activities, he has left a monument to his foresight and enterprise in the efficient air service of Guinea Airways Ltd. It was Mr. Levien who realised that the inaccessible New Guinea goldfields would be practically useless without a quick, dependable means of transport, and so he evolved a scheme for serving the field by ’plane. Guinea Gold, which he had previously floated, originally backed this venture, and it has never looked back. From the initial flight in 1927, Guinea Airways has a record of splendid achievement, although its early task in wild, precipitous, unmapped country, was tremendous.

It will be seen that Mr. Levien was one of the few pioneers who had the lull courage of his convictions in regard to the possibilities of the goldfield, and he exploited these possibilities to the very greatest extent. He was a man of tremendous energy and of fine character. He was noted for his manner in handling the New Guinea natives, being firm but at all times reasonable. His vitality is well demonstrated in the fact that only three years ago, although he was then some 60 years of age, he conducted a gold prospecting expedition into the then unexplored Ramu Valley of New Guinea, and carried out much valuable work.

Mr. R. J. Keegan, of the British administrative staff, New Hebrides, is at present spending his long leave in Australia and makes frequent visits to Sydney. He returns to the Condominium in April.

Mr. A. de G. Carey, who is to take up the position of British Judge on the Bench of the Joint Court in the Condominium of the New Hebrides, December 10 and went on to the New Hebrides by the next Morinda. Mr.

Carey has not previously been in the British Colonial Service. Mr. Hubbard has been acting as British Judge in the Condominium Establishment for some time.

Mrs. Doris R. Booth, of New Guinea, the well known author of “Mountains Gold and Cannibals,” is at present seriously ill in Brisbane, suffering from a severe attack of rheumatoid arthritis.

Mr. Charles Booth, well known on the Morobe goldfield New Guinea, is at present on a visit to Sydney. He has brought with him a range of very fine samples of the timber which grows in abundance in the Morobe district.

Mr. Levien 19
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Asiatic Labour for the Solomons A Resident’s Protest To the Editor.

Sir, —Nothing is more characteristic, at the present time, than the ardent desire to “burst forth into literary song” at the slightest provocation—with probably the ulterior motive of receiving recompense for the trouble, or commendation from friends or those in authority, with a lower status of mentality than the author of the article.

The article signed “A. Olsen” and appearing in The P.I.M. dated November 23, 1931, is certainly open to criticism, and although it is advisable to avoid criticism of certain specific faiths, one feels justified in not reconciling statements of the nature made by A. Olsen, notwithstanding his 26 years of residence in this group.

I suggest that a highly important manipulation of political and racial business requires careful consideration, and the facts of the article are too highly suggestive of theories and inferences, which seem to reach the ultimate limits of speculations and nothing but the bracing mental discipline of racial study in its broadest aspect will protect the mind addressed to the consideration of facts from conclusions, which shows same to be erroneous.

I should have thought that the comprehensive articles appearing in The P.I.M. during 1931, dealing with the racial question (troubles in Samoa, New Hebrides, etc.) would have been sufficient to convince Mr. A. Olsen, or any other advocate of imported labour, that same was not advisable, and thus unconscious assertions could have been avoided.

There is one firm in this Group—to wit.

Levers—who are advocating the importation of Asiatic labour (Chinese) and it certainly seems an obsession with them. It would be interesting to know why, during 1931, this firm paid off hundreds of partly time-expired indentured labourers, yet they immediately commenced recruiting again, notwithstanding that each indentured labourer costs a considerable sum to recruit. I suggest that no well cfp*iucted business firm, dependent upon native tOabour. could tolerate such a policy, yet they are the firm advocating the importation of Asiatic labour.

We of the Solomons have been complaining of the hard times, and asking the Government, through the Advisory Council, to economise in every respect: (.1) A cut in native wages. (2) A percentage reduction in official salaries. (3) The deletion of certain Government positions. (4) The importation of Asiatic labour. (Lever’s request.) What a foolish request the latter seems.

Surely it points to minds that work in inverse ratio. If this was granted it would undoubtedly mean; fl) Increase of Government staff (considerable) ; (2) increase of wages to Asiatics; (3) increase .of indenture fees; (4) increase brought into this Group on a large scale, ten are additional enlightening facts of conof returning fees;(s) importation of Asiatic diseases (yellow fever, for instance).

If imported labour (especially Asiatic) is brought into the Group on a large scale, those who have been advocating such importation will soon have ample opportunity of proving that, instead of the “sick ewe lamb” (copra) mentioned in Mr. Olsen’s article, remaining sick, owing to the shortage of island labour, the Solomon Islands’ planters and settlers will look and feel more like “cryptorchid billy-goats.” Mr. Olsen’s version may receive the consideration and commendation of “general opinion,” but I honestly think it will not influence the small planter and genuine recruiter, or the majority of genuine planters.—l am. etc.

H.C.S. 8.5.1., 10th January, 1932.

Missions and Trade Reply to Mr. Vogan To the Editor.

Sir, —In your issue of December you give some extracts from a letter sent to you by Mr. A. J. Vogan, in which he criticises Missions in the Pacific.

Everyone will welcome criticism that is based upon fact, but I must challenge Mr.

Vogan’s statement regarding the Methodist Missions. He states: “The Methodist Missions, in my opinion, are far too concerned with trading. In comparison with other Missionaries, the Methodists receive high salaries and are expert) traders.”

In the first place, the Missionary Society, of which I have the honour to be the Executive Officer, does not allow trading of any kind. We have on some of our stations In Papua small mission stores, but these are solely to enable our brown staff to obtain goods at reasonable rates. The Mission makes no profit, but frequently a considerable loss, on this convenience for its staff.

I challenge Mr. Vogan to give me, either privately or publicly, the name of any missionary who is engaged in trading, and can assure Mr. Vogan that if there should be such a man he will be dealt with by the Society. I myself do not believe that any such exists and Mr. Vogan must have been very seriously misinformed. —I am, etc..

JOHN W. BURTON.

General Secretary.

Methodist Missionary Society of Australasia.

Sydney, 31st December, 1931.

Judge Hubbard, of the Condominium Court, at Vila, in the New Hebrides, reached Sydney by the Morinda on January 17. His wife, who has been ill for some time, was taken to a private hospital.

"Seeing Red”

NO country in the world offers such a wealth of material for a book as does Soviet Russia, and in each new volume writte nare additional enlightening facts of conditions there.

“Seeing Red” is the apt title of the latest book of this kind by Eve Grady, who lived quietly in Russia, observing and recording the state of affairs. The result is that her book reads more like a novel than a general descriptive work, and some of her revelations are astounding.

The WTiter of “Seeing Red” was ordered out of Russia because, in an article in an American journal, she told a joke about Stalin.

Our copy from Angus and Robertson Ltd.

"What Bird Is That?”

NATURE lovers will welcome Neville W.

Cayley’s book. “What Bird Is That?”

It is a guide to the many birds of Australia and is the most comprehensive and informative bird-book published in Australia — if not in the world. It will remain for perhaps hundreds of years as one of the standard works of its kind.

Every known bird in Australia is dealt with and each one is admirably illustrated in the colour plates. The birds are grouped for the most part according to their habits, and information is given concerning the distribution of the various species, their nests, eggs, etc. The fine colour reproductions of the drawings of the birds have eliminated the necessity for colour descriptions of the plumage.

“What Bird is That?” is published by Messrs. Angus and Robertson, The price is 12/6.

Those Undisciplined

NATIVES To the Editor.

Sir, —I write as an experienced schoolmaster who numbers among his pupils not a few Planters and District Officers, who has visited them recently in the Territory, who has talked to men and women representing its very varied interests.

I am glad to know that Captain Milton, who wrote on this topic last October, realises to some extent the difficulties of the administration of the Territory; but I very deeply regret, as I am sure that he will on mature reflection, certain things in connection with his article. 1. I know quite well, and so does everyone in the Territory, the names of the officials who have caused him annoyance. Captain Milton is free to write his article. The officials cannot answer it over their own names.

They are not inexperienced or habitually gauche persons, but, because of official tradition, they must be regarded as such, because their hands are tied. This is not fair. 2. As the ordinary reader will interpret Captain Milton’s story of the Edmonds murder trial it will sound as if witnesses other than natives were not permitted to give evidence, or even as if Europeans were prevented from giving evidence. He sounds as if he were charging the Central Court at Rabaul with acts of injustice. As I see no evidence of any injustice, I regard the comments of Captain Milton as singularly unfortunate. 3. As regards the plantation inspection incident, I read his story as suggesting that the usual procedure is for a District Officer to tell the natives that he is more powerful than their employer. I do not think any D.O. would thus go out of his way to saddle himself with responsibility for all indentured labourers in his district, as they might number some thousands. He would, and this is what he is there for, tell them that he is ready to hear their real or imaginary grievances. 4. Captain Milton, in regard to corporal punishment, seems to claim to write as the one real disciplinarian in a Territory coddled by officials. He should suggest what is well known, that nearly all residents are of opinion that corporal punishment for certain offences administered by District Officers, would do a great deal of good, and also that at a combined Mission Conference held in Rabaul, corporal punishment was advocated by every Mission.

I have read with gre&t pleasure the shorter and calmer and weightier article by Mr. Gordon Thomas, because it shows a much fuller appreciation of an official’s problems. He has to maintain European prestige to the same extent, but not in the same wav, as his German predecessors. He is under the mandate of the League of Nations, which is itself an inexperienced, because it is a young, body, and its natives is, to put it mildly, somewhat idealised. He has to deal with planters who naturally want their employees to work, and with natives who naturally do not want to work. He has not only to deal with missionaries of wide and long experience, who value local customs in so far as they maintain a decent standard of morality, but also with less experienced men whose undoubted zeal makes them expect the adoption by the native of Christian moral standard a century before he has digested it.

After reading 35 pages of a patrol officer’s report, a privilege which probably has been denied to Captain Milton, I am disposed to marvel that Australia, inexperienced in work of this kind, should have already produced so many men who are, in spite of the constant interference of the distant amateur with the local expert, doing their job with a patience and impartiality that is amazing to anyone who has the remotest conception of their difficulties. —I am, etc.

A. W. TONGE.

Sydney, 28th December, 1931.

Dr. C. M. Deland, Government Medical Officer at Kieta, Bougainville, Territory of New Guinea, returned to the Territory by the Macdhui after spending four months’ leave in Australia.

He was accompanied by his wife and children. It is reported that Dr. Platt, who had been relieving Dr. Deland at Kieta. is being transferred to Salamaua. He was recently stationed at Madang. 20 January 26, 1932.
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The Masse Battery 4 _j is your Logical Choice Reliability of service, freedom from breakdown, simplicity of maintenance, economy in use. are the essentials to remember when buying batteries.

Weight for weight, size for size, Masse Batteries are unequalled.

For House Lighting Masse Batteries for House Lighting and Power are made in sizes and capacities ranging from 9-plate cells of 100 ampere hours, at the 10-hour rate, to 19 plate cells of 225 ampere hours capacity.

For Cars From the casting of the grids, through every stage of manufacture, pasting, forming, assembling, testing, sealing, everything in Masse Car Batteries is subservient to Quality. Masse gives longer service and a reserve energy to stand up to abnormal service conditions. There’s a type for every car.

For Radio If you could see the rigid tests to which they are subjected in the various stages of manufacture you wouldn’t hesitate to instal a Masse “A” Battery in your set.

Booklets jree on request.

Write to MASSE BATTERIES LTD.

Grace Building, York Street, Sydney

Car Radio Aod Home Lighting

BATTERIES

Bulolo Dredge

To Start In March Epoch-Marking Event for N. Guinea THE stage is fast being set on the New Guinea goldfield for the commencement of dredging by the No. 1 dredge of Bulolo Gold Dredging Co.

Ltd. early in March.

All the machinery for this dredge and also for the company’s power house was landed by plane on the field by January 4. The dredge will be the first in the world to have been transported to its field of operation by plane, and this alone speaks volumes for the organising ability and enterprise of the company. The whole installation is well up to schedule.

By the January Sierra, Mr. Frank W. Griffin, a director of the company, arrived from the U.S.A., and he is proceeding to the field by the Montoro, on February 3, to supervise the final work of construction. He is accompanied by his son, Mr. Frank F. Griffin.

Another arrival by the Sierra was Mr. L. V. Waterhouse, also a director of the company, who returned to Sydney from a health and business trip to the States. His many friends in New Guinea will be pleased to know that he is very fit again. Mr. Waterhouse is also leaving for the field by the Montoro.

It is expected that Brig.-General A.

E. Wisdom, Administrator of New Guinea, will be present at the official opening of the Bulolo No. 1 dredge, which will mark the beginning of a new epoch on the New Guinea goldfields.

“W. R. C.”

An Authority On Exchange In Sydney, where every business executive is studying the world’s economic sickness, trying to gain the great advantage that will accrue to the man who can read the obscure future just a little sooner than the others, the name of Mr. W. R. Carpenter, head of the big Islands organisation, is held in high respect. He is an authority on exchange and international finance. The condition of his company proves it.

Therefore, it may interest Islanders to know that “W.R.C.” is predicting today—with the same confidence that he, 18 months ago, predicted the present exchange position—that the ultimate and early solution of the present stalemate in world finance and trade is the creation of what will be virtually an international bank. Gold, as the'medium of international trade —the essential rectifier of trade balances —is “cornered,” and out of action. Something must take its place, or some means found of bringing it back into world circulation. “W.R.C.” argues that an international bank, giving a fixed monetary standard, is the only solution.

The Rev. Father Graton, a French missionary, who has been stationed in the Solomon Islands for 25 years (which has been unbroken except for a stay of a few weeks in Sydney), arrived in Brisbane by the Mataram on January 16. He is now on six months’ furlough, which he will spend in France.

Mr. E. H. Gregson, who was connected with the New Guinea police force, and who has been on leave in Australia, has decided to remain in Sydney and is resigning from the service. Mr. Gregson was recently stationed at Wau, on the goldfields. 21
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Wanted To Buy

Pacific Is. Stamps (Especially Gilbert & Ellice Is. & Papua) H. HENNINGER 4 BRIDGE ST. - - SYDNEY RACQUETS

All First-Class Makes

STOCKED Any Frame selected can )e strung to order—Tropical Gut our speciality

Re-Stringing And Repairs By Return Island Steamer

Ellis & Goldsmith SYDNEY Kpv. •$5 toin JULY Avq ME UW Sep 0, Q- Al 4 & All The Year Round the shoot, r can rely upon the never-failing efficiency of Eley "Duxbac” Cartridges.

Eley “Duxbac INo matter how moist the atmosphere or how damp the conditions, “Duxbac" will always carry you through. Smoke less and wet-proof and combining velocity, pattern and penetration to secure maximum results. • I*l If a cartridge case is not stamped “Nobel,” or “Kynoch” it is NOT British made.

V y Prove Themselves In Performance Uj ft u* ?*s*t 0 eP- -10178 t-Prool Cartridges Specially loaded For Pacific Islands Conditions

Raid By Kieta Natives

11 Killed at Kekesup LAST month a report reached Canberra that the village of Kekesup, in the Kieta District of Mandated Solomons, was raided by inland natives and in the fight which followed 11 of the Kekesup natives were killed.

The Acting Administrator of New Guinea (Chief Judge D. S. Wanliss). in his report to the Prime Minister’s Department, states that it is not considered wise at present to attempt to arrest any of the offenders, as the natives concerned are not under control. It is hoped gradually to extend Government influence to the troubled regions.

The fight arose through the death of a Kekesup villager, as a result of what his relatives elsewhere claimed was “poison." and as invariably happens in such circumstances, the relatives proceeded to avenge the injury.

A police patrol has been despatched to Kekesup to investigate the trouble.

Unlucky Weriadai Village

N.I.’S Queer Sport

How New Year’s Eve Was Spent From Our Own Correspondent.

NORFOLK IS., January 11.

WE held our usual Cabaret on New Year’s Eve and it was attended by all the sophisticates, who clad themselves in dress clothes and gowns that swept the floor, placed their own liquor on reserved tables and —after a while —closed their eyes and dreamed of the Embassy Club and Giro’s, in London, or Romanos, in Sydney.

Those who prefer the wide open spaces and freedom from the restraints of convention, galloped the dark roads on horseback, whooping and shouting, taking gates off their hinges and removing their neighbours’ landmarks in the shape of those small, uniform, inconspicuous structures that stand each within a stone’s throw of their owner’s residence.

This is a recognised sport on New Year’s Eve. Last year a gentleman, who had grown weary of spending each New Year’s Day in standing his foursquare again, decided to seclude himself therein and guard his property when the usual patrol came riding up.

But they simply greeted his presence as an added attraction and overturned the whole thing, with him clamouring within.

For the second time in three years, Weriadai, 100 miles from the mouth of the Fly River, in Papua, has been visited by the fierce Suki tribe, and it is reported that 17 of the natives have been killed. The picture shows one of the “dubus” or long-houses of that village. The swiftly-flowing Fly has undermined one end of the structure. 22 January 26, 1932.
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MARK FOYS

The Piazza Store

VALU 6 VOLT 11 PLATE

Heavy Duty

Fully Charged —Ready for Action Mark Foy's meet the new conditions with outstanding value in 6 volt, 11 plate, heavy duty Automobile Batteries, fully charged and ready for action.

This Battery will suit almost any make of 6 and 4 cylinder car—

Chevrolet Overland

Rugby Chrysler

Whippet Essex

And Light Trucks

Outstanding Battery Value To-day at - - 34/- 4 Volt Radio Battery Special at 28/6 F. 0.8. Sydney.

Mark Foy’S Limited

The Home Of Good Value ..... Sydney

Death of Rev. H. M.

Dauncey The death is reported by cable from London of Rev. H. M. Dauncey, who was for 40 years an L.M.S. missionary in Papua.

Mr. Dauncey served as a member of the Legislative Council of the Territory. He first arrived in Papua in 1888, being stationed at Port Moresby from 1888 until 1893. He then went to Delena and remained there until he left the Territory in 1928, owing to ill-health.

The Band Of Hope?

From Our Own Correspondent.

TULAGI, January 10.

A BAND of lady school-teacher tourists by this Mataram (it seems to happen every second year) has once again enlivened bachelordom and, if history repeats itself, there will be a few “clicks” in the Matrimonial Stakes of the Solomon Islands.

Mission Wedding in the Solomons At Bunana, British Solomon Islands, on November 19, 1931, by the Rev. A. Mason, of the Melanesian Mission, Mr. Fred. R. Isom for 18 years printer to the C. of E. Melanesian Mission, was married to Miss Margaret Hoare, of Watford, Herts., England. Mr.

Cameron Buffett was best man, Miss E. M.

Safstrorn acted as bridesmaid, while Miss Wench gave away the bride and also acted as hostess for the occasion.

Others present included Mrs. Mason, Rev Dr. Pox. Rev. R. de Voil and Mr. A. A.

Hogger, At the breakfast which followed, Dr Fox. Mrs. Mason and Mr. Bnffett joined in voicing felicitations to the happy couple. 23
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“BEECHWORTH,” POTTS PT.

In this Modern Apartment House of 44 Flats, Furnished and Unfurnished Flats are available. Sleep-out balcony and kitchenette, hot-water service. Moderate rents, from 30/-. Opposite St.

Vincent’s Convent. 71 and 73 VICTORIA STREET

Potts Point, Sydney

Tel. F 1863 Manageress at Office The Universal 6-8 H.P, Marine Engine This is the highest grade One-cylinder Marine Engine on the market. A 2in. heavy counterbalanced Crankshaft, with oversize bearings, plus duralumin connecting rod and De Luxe pistons, make possible extreme smoothness of operation. Every part is balanced.

It is fitted with the famous Ricardo Cylinder head, Tillotson Carburettor, Wico Magneto, Highest Grade Reverse Gear and multiple disc clutch, bronze gear-type water circulating pump, and many exclusive features not found in any other engine of this kind.

Owing to the heavy duty and exchange we cannot sell this engine in Australia under £l5O, but we have a few in Bond which arrived just before the exchange came into force, and we offer same f.o.b. Sydney, in bond for £65 each.

HALL BROS. LTD. (Established 40 years) The Engine House

Careening Cove

Milson’S Point, North Sydney

N.S.W. - - - AUSTRALIA

Now On Sale!

Pacific Islands Year Book for 1932 Complete description of all Pacific Islands and Territories, ineluding Details of Administrations, Trading Activities, Land Laws, Latest Statistical Information, Opportunities for New Settlers, etc., etc.

WITH MAPS AND A COM-

Plete Index

8/6 at all Islands Stores, at all leading Australian and New Zealand booksellers, or from

Union House

247 GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY Mr. J. G. Fowler, a Resident Magistrate of the Papuan service, who has spent more than a quarter of century in the Territory, is at present in Sydney enjoying 12 months’ leave. He has seen service in practically every one of the Papuan administrative districts.

Mr. H. L. Downing, of the New Guinea administrative service, who is well known in the Morobe end of the Territory, arrived in. Sydney by the Macdhui, in January, on leave.

Pacific Islands

TRAVELLERS PASSENGERS PER S.S. “MATARAM," AR- RIVED IN SYDNEY ON 18 th JANUARY. 1932 FROM SOLOMON ISLANDS: Miss A. Bruce,' Miss E. Briley, Mrs. V. Kennard-Broadfoot Mrs. E. Barkely, Mr. J. C. Barkley, Miss J Carr, Mr. C. Collins, Miss C. Deck, Mrs L Dickes and infant. Mr. F. Everett, Father H.

Graton, Mrs. R. Green and child, Mr. and Mrs. P. Hawkes. Misses P. and K. Higgins, Misses A. and E. Hale, Miss M. Hart, Mrs.

G. Hewitt and 2 children, Mrs. M. Heritage, Capt. W. Hamilton, Miss E. Hamilton, Miss J. Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. L. Kepert, Miss E. Jliuby, Miss C. Lamb, Mr. and Mrs. T. J.

Latimer, Mr. D. MacMillan, Mrs. D. Meller, Mr. and Mrs. A. Middenway and infant, Mr.

P. Matters, Miss W. Nash, Mrs. Neil. Misses E. and M. Nankivell, Dr. and Mrs. A. Platt, Mr. E. S. Quital, Misses E. and R. Rosenberg. Mr G. J. Reed, Miss B. Scott, Mrs. A.

Sim and child, Mr. V. J. Shearwln, Mr. B.

J. Tollis, Mr. G. Tapper, Miss G. I. Thorp, Miss L. Windridge, Miss E. Wright, Mr. T.

B. Walker, Mr. D. Munro.

PASSENGERS PER S.S. “MORINDA ” AR- RIVED IN SYDNEY 16tli JANUARY. 1932, FROM NEW HEBRIDES: Miss D. M. Cooper.

Miss M. Crouch, Miss E. McMahon, Miss E.

M. Watson, Mr. R. J. Clancy, Mrs. A. Michelsen, Mr. J, Storey, Mr. A. E. Chamier, Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Hubbard, Mr. J. Payne, Misses M. and L. Adams, Miss E. Alexander, Misses M. and E. Baldwin, Mr. L. J. Booty, Mr. F.

W. Bunting, Mrs. C. Campbell, Miss G. M.

Dorney, Mr. T. Dyos, Miss M. E. Hill, Miss R. Hindmarsh, Mr. W. T. Hyder, Miss M.

Jones. Master V. Likely, Miss F. L. Martin, Mr. E. J. Matthews, Miss I. Olsson, Mr. C.

Rollinshaw, Mr. E. Stopp, Rev. L. L. Wenzel, Miss C. M. Bertie, Miss Braddock, Mr. J.

Creer. Mr. and Mrs. and Master J. Creer, Mr.

A. B. Dege, Miss C. A. Dunster, Miss E.

Davies, Miss A. Drennan, Miss B. Davis, Miss C. Dunphy, Mr. E. Embury, Mr. and Mrs.

H. G. Edwards, Miss Floyd, Miss Golding, Mrs. E. Giles, Mrs. E. Cole and family, Capt.

F. Hurley, Mr. T. Iredale, Mr. G. B. Jackson, Mr. E. Jenner, Mrs. J. E. B. Molloy, Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Mclnerney, Miss M.

Mansley, Mr. Mason, Mr. J. C. Maken, Mr.

J. Murphy, Miss Knight, Miss G. Lochrin, Miss M. Ross, Mr. W. T. Roberts, Mr. E. H.

Scott, Mr. and Miss Stott, Mrs. B. Stevenson, Miss M. Thompson, Miss K. Taylor, Master P. Toose, Mr. E. G. Troughton, Mr. R. Weston, Mr. G. Perry, Mr. J. Wilson, Mr. L.

Wood.

Passengers Per S.S. “Morinda" Sailed

FROM SYDNEY, 21 st JANUARY, 1932, FOR LORD HOWE ISLAND, NORFOLK ISLANDS, NEW HEBRIDES PORTS AND AUCKLAND: Mr. R. i. Love, Dr. A. E. Colvin, Mr. C, Fitzpatrick, Mr. C. J. Stephenson, Mrs. Ross- Owen, Miss E. Yeend, Mrs. S. A. Norman, Mrs. G. E. Forrest, Mrs. P. Hordern, Miss J. Hordern, Miss M. Hordern, Mr. E. T.

Cohen, Mr. G. A. Solomon, Mr. H. P. Payton, Mr. H. S. Edgar, Mr. H. Walton, Mrs.

Walton, Mr. S. G. Jones, Mrs. Jones and infant, Miss O. Tyrer, Mr. Barnard, Mrs.

Barnard, 2 children and infant. Miss Macleod, Mrs. Macleod and infant, Misses (2) Ramsay, Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Allsop, Miss J. McKean, Miss M. McKean, Miss S. O’Brien, Miss D.

Rowland, Mr. W. Ferris, Mrs. Ferris, Miss L. Ingram, Miss B. Paton, Mr. C. B. Dupertuis, Mr. McGibbon, Miss M. Daniel, Miss M.

Merrick, Miss G. Watson, Miss M. Hammond, Mr. A. C. Fry, Mrs. Fry, child and infant, Mrs. Borthwick, Mrs. Beale, Miss G. Patten, Mrs. E. Seldon, Mr. F. J. Dawson, Mrs.

Dawson, Miss N. Davies, Miss E. Hall, Mrs.

M. Barwick, Miss M. Whitfield, Mr. P. A.

Cameron, Mrs. Cameron, Mr. J. Merrick, Mr. R. A. Baxter, Mr. S. B. Morton, Mr.

C. Rollinshaw, Rev. Father Andre, Mr. R. O.

Dennison, Mr. E. Davies, Mr. W. H. Hamill, Mr. S. Kemmis, Mr. W. H. Harris, Mr. D.

Rea, Mr. L. G. Crommelin, Mr. J. Brett, Mr. D. Johnston, Mr. E. P. Andreas, Mr.

James Cox, Mr. J. Stewart, Mr. N. Morrow, Mr. A. S. Thomas, Mr. W. McDonald, Mr.

H. Higgs, Mr. T. Rich, Mr. M. Lapin, Mr.

B. Lapin, Mr. A. G. Steel, Mr. C. Hildebrand, Mr. G. J. R. Beale.

Passengers Arrived In Sydney Per

M.V. “MACDHUION 6th JANUARY, 1932, FROM NEW GUINEA AND PAPUAN PORTS'.

Miss M. Barham, Miss J. Brownlee, Miss D. Mason, Master M. Scholer, Miss M. Wardell, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Westeon, Mr.

H. C. F. Mirow, Mr. W. J. Know, Mr. J. K McCarthy, Mr. E. C. Arthur, Mr. H. A.

Barker, Mr. H. L. Downing, Mr. F. Hodgson, Mrs. G. Bowen-Jones and child, Mr. G. M.

Knight, Mr. C. J. Levien, Mrs. A. M. Lewis, Mr. W. G. Mitchell, Miss B. Mitchell, Mr F. A. Pearce, Mr. G. Rose, Mrs. J. L. Smith, Mr. W. T. Stewart, Mr. T. Williams, Mr.

C. Booth, Mr. S. J. Taylor, Mr. W. Bieri, Mr. J. A. L. Capron, Master J. A. Ewen, Mr. and Mrs. D. M. Forsyth, Mrs. M. P. Froggart, Mrs. M. Garrett and 3 children, Mr.

E. C. D. Green, Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Hall, Rev.

G. E. Martin, Mr. P. D. Moncur, Mr. J.

Morris, Mr. J. Woodville, Mr. W. E. Tanson, Mr. C. L. Driver, Father M. McEncroe, Sir Hubert and Lady Murray, Mr. L C Schoppee, Mrs. P. Waldby and 2 children, Mr. W. F. Winspear.

Passengers Per M.V. “Macdhui ”

Sailed From Sydney On 14 Th January

FOR PAPUAN AND NEW GUINEA PORTS: Mr. B. T. Webb, Mrs. Webb, Rev. R. Leek, Mrs. Leek, Sir R. McC. Anderson, K.C.M.G., Miss S. Anderson, Miss M. Anderson, Mr.

W. D. Brown, Mrs. Brown, Master Brown, Miss Brown, Mr. N. M. Fraser, Captain E.

Muster, Mr. L. W. Dowson, Mr. W. J. Henry, Mrs. G. F. W. Zimmer, Mr. A. S. Burton, Mr. Young, Mr. A. Beavis, Mr. F. H. Daulton, Mr. A. Gibson, Mr. E. Peterson, Mr. C.

Scribner, Miss G. Backhouse, Miss S. Backhouse, Miss M. H. Hodge, Mr. R. H. French, Mr. J. Bryan, Mr. S. Bryan, Mr. S. A. Greenland, Mrs. Greenland, Mr. C. B. Bell, Mr.

J. Polak, Mrs. R. Peddie and 2 children, Mr.

B. E. Fairfax-Ross, Mr. G. McKechnig, His Honor Brigadier-General E. A. Wisdom, C. 8., C. D. 5.0., V.D., Miss Powell, Mr. A.

Lohmanne, Mrs. R. Thornton, Miss C. Thornton, Mrs. G. Schmidt, Miss B. Schmidt, Mr.

Sidney Smith, Mr. J. E. Brien, Mr. K. L.

Cunningham, Mr. H. T. Bolten, Miss M.

Stevens, Mr. A. F. Kyle, Mr. H. Manns, Mr.

P. Walther, Mr. C. R. Gurney, Mrs. Gurney, Mr. N. Weldon, Mr. R. Hyde, Miss D. Mason, Miss M. Barham, Mr. N. H. Izod, Mrs. Izod, Mr. R. Staker. Mr. J. H. Lewis, Mr. C. K.

Kingston, Mr. E. C. Trevallion, Dr. C. M.

Deland, Mrs. Deland and three children, Mr.

F. H. Craig, Miss K. M. Betts. 24 January 26, 1932.
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Some Books You Need

POST FREE AMUSING STORIES, 3/3; OFFICIAL RULES OF CARD GAMES, HOYLES UP-TO- DATE, 2/9; HOW TO ENTERTAIN, 1/9; COCKTAILS AND HOW TO MAKE THEM, 3/3; ETIQUETTE FOR WOMEN, 2/9; PUDDINGS, PASTIES AND SWEET DISHES, 4/9; OLD TIME DANCING, 1/9; THE BOOK OF LUCK, 1/9; CASSELS’ CONCISE ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 3/6; EVERY MAN HIS OWN MECHANIC, 9/6; THE MYSTERY OF YOUR PALM, 3/3; DYNAMO AND MOTOR ERECTION AND MANAGEMENT, 2/9; SKETCHING FROM LIFE, 1/6; TICKET AND SIGN WRITING, 1/6; FORTUNE TELLING BY TEALEAVES, 1/9; BOOTMAKING AND MENDING, 2/9; LEE’S 3,000 PRICELESS RECIPES, 4/6; UNIVERSAL TRADE RECKONER. 4/6; LEE’S GUIDE TO THE GAME OF DRAUGHTS, 4/6; CHESS LESSONS FOR BEGINNERS, 2/9; CHESS AND DRAUGHTS, 1/6: HOW TO REPAIR AND RESTRING TENNIS RACKETS, 3/6; POPULAR CARD GAMES AND HOW TO PLAY THEM AND WIN. 1/6; MAGNETO REPAIR AND ADJUSTMENT. 2/9; SUGAR CANE AND ITS MANUFACTURE (H. C.

GEERLIGS), 35/6; THE FIFTY BEST PARTY GAMES, 1/6; MOTOR MANUAL, 4/9; MY SYSTEM OF EXERCISES FOR MEN (J. C. Muller), 6/6: MY SYSTEM FOR LADIES (EXERCISES), 6/6; FUN ON THE BILLIARD TABLE, 3/9; BILLIARDS AND TABLE GAMES. 1/6; TOASTS AND SPEECHES. 1/6; EASY FURNITURE MAKING, 2/9; BOXING SELF TAUGHT. 2/3; SIMPLE TESTS FOR MINERALS, 4/6; PROSPECTING FOR GOLD. 5/3; THE IDEAL OFFICE READY RECKONER, 9/8; PEARS ENCY- CLOPOEDIA, 5/9; ENQUIRE WITHIN UPON EVERYTHING. 5/6; THE MODERN LETTER WRITER, 3/3; THE NEW WONDER BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE, 14/-; MODERN PALMISTRY. 2 6; BACKGAMMON OF TO-DAY (JOHN LONGACRE), 5/6; CHAMBERS 20th CENTURY DICTIONARY, 13/6 (thoroughly revised edition); HOW TO SWIM. 3/6: CARD FORTUNE TELLING. 3/3; HOUSE’S CANARY BOOK, 16/-; POPULAR CAGE BIRDS, 2/9; DIESEL’S ENGINES (GOLDINGHAM), 33/6; A TREATISE ON ELECTRICITY (F. B. PIDDOCK), 32/-; PROSPECTING FOR MINERALS? 9/-; FRENCH SELF TAUGHT. 3/9; NOVELTY EVENINGS. 2 6; THE BOOK OF MYSTERY AND MAGIC, 1/6; MONEY MAGIC, 3/9; TRICKS FOR EVERYONE, 3/9; THE POWER OF WILL. 1 /-; THE COLLIE DOG BOOK, 3/6; KNITTING AND CROCHET WORK, 2/-; AUCTION BRIDGE, 1/9; THE SCHOOL GIRLS’ ANNUAL, 7/6; RECITATIONS FOR CHILDREN. 3/3; ADVENTURE LAND FOR BOYS. 9/-; MODEL AEROPLANES (fully illustrated), 2/7; PHOTOGRAPHY SIMPLIFIED (illustrated). 2/9; THE COMMONSENSE COOKERY BOOK. 2/6; A MANUAL OF CARPENTRY AND JOINERY (RILEY), 9 6; THE SECRETS OF CLAIRVOYANCE, 1/3; MICKY THE MOUSE ANNUAL. 5/3; HOUSE BUILDING FOR AMATEURS. 2/9: KNOTTING AND SPLICING, 2/9: MOTOR CAR OVERHAUL. 2/9; HOW TO BECOME QUICK AT FIGURES. 1/9; JU JITSU. 4/6; HEADS AND HOW TO READ THEM. 2/9; THE MODERN LETTER WRITER. 3/3; THE UNIVERSAL DREAM BOOK, 1/9.

Books supplied on any Subject.

English and American Magazines supplied. All books sent securely packed in plain wrapper. Any book advertised elsewhere supplied. No orders sent V.P.P. System.

Send P.N. or M.O. with order. The old reliable Mail Order Firm of 40 years’ standing. Compare my prices.

Delivery Guaranteed.

Sir Robert Bear

Cheap Book Store, Royal Arcade, SYDNEY

Fresh Fruits—Vegetables

F. CHILTON

Wholesale Distributor, City Markets

SYDNEY • - Established 1894 Quality—BEST. Price—LOWEST. Attention—PßOMPT.

Codes: Bentley’s and Private. Cable Address: Chiltons, Sydney Agent for —Celebrated "Vallo” Brand Spray Preparations, used successfully by Orchardists throughout Australia. ••• ?2Ei e x m

Hams € Bacon

When ordering Ham or Bacon remember

Crown And Waratah

Brands.

Wholesale only from FOLEY BROS. LTD. 353 SUSSEX STREET, SYDNEY N.S.W.

Samoan Bananas

Competition Affects Price From Our Own Correspondent APIA, January 1 WITH Tongan and Fijian competition in the New Zealand market growing stronger it seems to be more difficult to dispose of the large quantities of Samoan bananas available now, at a satisfactory price.

The rate paid to growers locally by the Administration is 4/- per case, the reduction of 1/- per case bringing our price in line with that paid in Tonga.

The inspection of the bananas is very rigid, to ensure that only first-class fruit is sent away. This is, of course, quite as it should be and to the final benefit of the growers. By the last Maui Pomare about 7,500 cases were accepted, while about 1,200 cases were rejected by the inspector for various reasons.

The handling of the banana export trade is now in the hands of Samoa Reparation Estates.

Wedding on "Mataram”

From Our Own Correspondent.

MAROVO, Sol. Is., January 1.

QUITE a new departure from the usual attractions for the tourists was provided when the Mataram, with flags flying, came to anchor in Rendova, Western Solomon Islands, on November 28. The occasion was the marriage of Miss Mae Simon, of Auburn, Sydney, and Mr. Richard Fuller, manager of Kenelo Plantations, Gizo.

The ceremony took place on board, in the flag decorated lounge, in the presence of passengers and many local friends of the bridegroom. Mr. Sydney Marks acted as best man.

The Rev. J. F. Goldie officiated, and the bride was given away by Mr. J. Sims, Lever Bros, inspector for the western end of the Solomons.

The bride looked charming in a shell pink lace frock, wearing a hat to tone. A fellow passenger of the bride. Miss Desmond Atkinson, acted as bridesmaid.

A wedding breakfast was afterwards served in the dining saloon, the chef and stewards surpassing themselves in their efforts to make everything a complete success. The happy couple afterwards departed to their home on Kenelo plantation, about five miles from Rendova, where many friends congregated to give the bride a welcome home.

Armistice Day In Tahiti

From Our Own Correspondent PAPEETE, December 20.

BRIGHT weather favoured Armistice Day celebrations in Tahiti, and a fair crowd gathered at the Cenotaph on St. Amelie Avenue for the impressive ceremony of remembrance.

The children from the various schools, all carrying bouquets, were out in force, so that the monument, upon which is inscribed the names of all Tahitians who died for France, was literally buried in flowers.

Later on in the day there were various amusements, but the chief attraction, as usual, was the racecouse at Fautaua. Here the “tote” was going full swing and the fact that they sometimes ran out of tickets for a particular horse seemed to matter not at all: the crowd bought the others just as readily.

Tonga’s Surplus Funds At the close of the 1930 financial year, the surplus funds of the Tongan Islands amounted to £148,332. These funds are invested in United Kingdom War Bonds, New Zealand. Australian, Strait Settlements and Nigeria stock, and in fixed deposits with the Bank of New Zealand in Sydney and Auckland. 25
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SYDNEY Controlled by Sydney Ferries Ltd.

Clifton Gardens

Hotel is righton the Harbour. Regular ferry service. Baths and shark proof beach. Tennis.

Garages. Excellent cuisine. Pre-war tariff. (Single room above the baths, and breakfast. 35/- per week.) Write Clifton Gardens Hotel, Mosman Sydney Repairs. “OUR HANDS MAKE GOOD ARMS” Firearms sent C.O.D.

A Pistol or Revolver Affords a Feeling of Security drag m Browning 32 cal. Auto. Pistol, holds 8 cartridges. Price, £4/5/-. Police Model Walther, 22 Auto. Pistol, Price, £6/5/-. Other brands to choose from.

Sil Rohu’s high standard of Quality Firearms and Fishing Tackle is well known throughout Australia. If considering the purchase of any of these goods, write for Catalogue (Firearm, 500 illustrations, or Fishing Tackle, 200 Illustrations).

SIL ROHU (late A.1.F.), Gunsmith IMPORTER OF HIGH-GRADE FIREARMS AND FISHING TACKLE SPECIALIST. 143 P.P. ELIZABETH STREET, SYDNEY (Near Market Street)

“Fishing Tackle To Tackle Fishing"

Original Imported—

CINZANO ITALIAN VERMOUTH Is made with the finest Italian white wines. It is very wholesome. It is not a liqueur. Some ways of using it: PLAIN: It’s not too sweet and not too dry. IN ALL COCKTAILS; Where Vermouth is used. AS A LONG DRINK IN SUMMER: With mineral aerated waters.

Agents.'.

FRANCESCO CINZANO & CIA (Australia) LTD.

G.P.O. BOX 3708 S.S., SYDNEY, N.S.W.

Samuel Russell

Estate And General Agent

P.O. Box 64 Papeete, Tahiti Real Estate investments. Estate management and administration. Valuations and Reports. Houses and lands for lease or sale. Sole Proprietor, Tahiti Perfumes.

Cables: Russell, Tahiti (Bentley’s Code).

Loan For Samoa?

From Our Own Correspondent APIA, Jan. 1.

THE jovial secretary of the Administration, Mr. Turnbull, left by the last Maui Pomare. on an official visit to Wellington.

Though officially nothing has been stated regarding the object of this trip, it is whispered by the knowing ones that he is to try his best to obtain a loan for the Administration to alleviate the difficult financial situation. Should he prove unsuccessful a sweeping campain for the most stringent economy must be started right away, and there is much apprehension felt in official circles as to who will be hit next.

Tongan Bananas

New Export Activity Commenced WHEN, a few weeks ago, the Union S.S. Co.’s cargo steamer Waihemo. from ’Frisco to New Zealand, was diverted to Tonga to pick up bananas for the New Zealand market, a new era opened up for the little Islands Kingdom.

Tonga has been close to starvation.

Copra is the group’s staple product and main source of revenue; and the combined result of the depression and a long continued drought—which almost killed copra production and prevented the planters taking advantage of the recovery of the .copra market — spelled disaster for many people.

In the circumstances, it was essential that the Group should find some other source of income. The matter was discussed from all angles by various interests, but it remained for the vigorous organising ability of Rev. R.

C. Page, head of the Methodist Church in the Kingdom, to provide a solution.

The economic problem impressed itself on Mr. Page over a year ago, when he began to seek alternative crops and finally he came to the conclusion that there was only one way of obtaining quick relief—namely, by sending bananas to the New Zealand market. He kept pegging away and finally was able to bring together the three interests concerned —namely, the Union Steamship Co., the Government and the native planters. As a result the Union Co. agreed to provide shipping facilities on condition that it received a guarantee of a certain quantity of cargo. The Government and planters guaranteed the shipment of 1,500 cases of bananas, and the Waihemo, on her November trip from San Francisco to New Zealand, was diverted to Tonga to pick up the cargo.

The native planters brought in their bananas, which were graded and repacked, and they received an advance payment of 4/- per case. The steamer actually picked up 2,500 cases, which were taken to Auckland to the order of Messrs. A. B. Donald and Co., and realised the excellent price of 17/- per case. The balance due on each case, after providing for freight and charges and the original payment of 4/- per case, is to be divided between agents (Messrs. Donald and Co.) and the growers. The Waihemo also carried 300 cases of pineapples, which found a good market.

This development has given new life to Tonga, and the growers are eagerly preparing for further shipments. The Karetu, which left Sydney on December 22, called at Vavau and Nukualofa, after leaving Fiji, to pick up further consignments of bananas for Auckland.

The Tongan planters are now thinkig seriously of developing the tomato trade with New Zealand. Tomatoes grow exceedingly well in Tongatabu— as do also the cold country vegetables such as potatoes, cabbages, carrots, wheat, etc. This is the result of a very remarkable climatic change, to which we referred in last issue.

The shipping company and the agents are trying to so arrange shipments that bananas from Tonga will not clash in the New Zealand market with bananas from Fiji, Samoa and the Cook Islands.

Cook Island Oranges From Our Own Correspondent RAROTONGA, January 1., RANGE trees are well laden with fruit, which at present is only in its green and immature stage.

The fruit is well forward and the oranges appear to be of fair average size. There is every promise of a good crop for the coming season.

The shipment of fruit from here by the R.M.S. Monowai (December 7) comprised: Bananas, 5,400 cases; tomatoes, 400; nuts, 50; kumaras 175, and lemons, 2 cases. Growers who sold in the sheds received 4/- a case for bananas* (fruit only) whereas according to radio advice from New Zealand dated December 16, bananas brought from 18/- to 24/a case.

Domestic crops and fowl runs have been heavily called upon during the last few days to meet demands for presents for the Christmas festive season. 26 January 26, 1932.
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lONA BOOTS and SHOES

Quality Products

I I WO 2926 Patent Tan, Nigger of Black Calf. Genuine Goodyear welted sole. Sterling last.

Medium square toe.

SO 2925 Tan Havana or Black Box Calf, whole golosche Shoe. Calf lining. Neatly gimped and punched with stitch round heel. Genuine Goodyear welted sole.

Medium square toe. .0 * WO 7708 Patent Tan, Nigger Brown and Black Step-in Court Shoe, elastic gusset, 10/8 leather heel.

PS 7817 Patenf 3-hole Tie Shoe, reproduced Lizard trim, genuine Goodyear welted sole. 1 2/8 self covered heel.

IF THESE BRANDS ARE NOT ALREADY STOCKED BY YOU KINDLY SEND TO US FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE.

McKINLAY & GUMMING LTD.

Manufacturers and Exporters of Ladies’ and Cents’ Footwear.

George Street - Erskineville - Sydney

R. TOWNS & CO.

Established 1 842 31 REIBY PLACE - - - SYDNEY “LORD BEACONSFIELD” 26’s Island Twist Tobacco “EDGEWORTH” Extra High Grade Smoking Tobacco, in 2oz. vacuum airtight Tins, and lib. Class Jars.

“CUTICURA” Soap, Ointment and Talcum Powder.

Louisiade Gold

Progress at Misima and Mt. Sisa A RECENT visitor in Sydney from the Louisiade Archipelago (east of Papua) reports that good progress is being made at the Misima gold mine.

The operations are producing very satisfactory returns and it is expected that the mine will have a long and profitable life.

In striking contrast with the Misima mine, the position at the Mt. Sisa Mine, only a few miles away from Misima, and believed to be on the same lode, has been unsatisfactory. The trouble seems not to have lain with the mine management or staff, nor with the prospects of obtaining payable gold, but with the directorate in Sydney.

Funds have not been sufficient to carry on operations and, according to reports in the Louisiades, the mine manager there at times actually had to pay for his native labour out of his own pocket, the alternative being the loss of a well organised gang.

It should be noted, however, that the Mt. Sisa mine property has recently been taken over by a new Sydney company and that development along more business-like lines is now probable.

N G. PILOT Disappears In Europe A YOUNG air pilot, Mr. Godfrey Levington Bond, who, until recently, was flying aeroplanes in the regular New Guinea Airways service, between Lae and Wau, has been making front-page history in the world’s newspapers.

Mr. Bond left New Guinea in November, with the expressed intention of reaching England in time to spend Christmas with his wife and child in Sussex. It is understood that he carried a considerable sum of money in raw gold.

He appears to have left a mail steamer in Italy and spent some time in Rome. He joined the Rome-Calais express shortly before Christmas and from that moment was completely lost sight of. The police of Europe have been searching for him and his startling disappearance was given considerable prominence in the newspapers.

A few days later (on January 14, to be precise) a mysterious cablegram from Singapore, addressed to Bond, was received by Mr. Bond’s mother, in Sussex. It read; “Give mother £l,lOO balance yours (Signed) Elias Tiny.”

A couple of days afterwards a man, who said he was H. R. Wilson, teleponed to Mrs. Bond, enquiring for Mr.

Bond, and saying he had travelled with him from Singapore. He said that “Elias Tiny” was the name of a wealthy mining syndicate at Singapore.

Subsequent enquiries showed that Wilson was unknown at a bank address which he had given, and no trace has been found of the alleged Singapore syndicate. 27
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Sutton's Canned Vegetables Green Peas In 1 lb. and 2 lb. Tins French Beans (Sliced) in 1 lb. Tins Carrots In 1 lb. Tins Beetroot (Sliced) in 1 lb. Tins Packed by Delicia Food Products Co.

WATERLOO. N.S.W, £500,000,000 Wasted Annually Through Rust!

The Association of Non-corrosive and Anti-corrosive Products has declared war on RUST! Mr. Robert Hadfield, the leading spirit of the movement, declares that the world’s rust and corrosion represents an annual wastage of more than £500,000,000 —practically one-third of the annual output of iron and steel products.

Let Ferrodor Paint

(Anti-corrosive and Elastic)

Defend Your Steel Structures

Against the ravages of rust and corrosion caused by the action of moisture-laden atmosphere, chemical fumes, etc.

Obtainable from all Leading Paint Houses and the Sole Agents :

William Adams <F Company

kIMITKO 175 CLARENCE STREET SYDNEY

Major H. O. Newport

Death in New Guinea THE death occurred at Namanula Hospital, New Britain, on December 15, of Major H. O. Newport, who was very well known and highly respected throughout New Guinea.

He first arrived in the Territory in 1915, and in April of that year he became Curator of the Rabaul Botanic Gardens. Later he was appointed Director of Agriculture, which position he held until the sale of Expropriated Properties. when he resigned and purchased the Portland Islands.

Major Newport was a very distinguished Freemason.

Unexploited Mineral Wealth In

New Hebrides And Solomon Islands

By a Special Correspondent VILA. N.H., January 15.

IN common with other parts of the Pacific, Melanesia is feeling the effects of low copra prices and one hears of planters who have been forced to the wall by depressed markets. Yet in both the Solomon Islands and the New Hebrides are possibilities of great wealth awaiting the man with capital and confidence who is sufficiently farsighted to take full advantage of what nature is offering.

It is pleasing to note that at last two Queensland companies have turned their attention to one of the mineral deposits and that experts have been sent to the large island of Vanualava, in the Banks group, New Hebrides, to prepare a way for the commercial exploitation of the large sulphur beds.

Their activities are still shrouded in secrecy, but a reliable source states that specimens of sulphur examined have proved 96 per cent, pure and that a trial shipment will be made shortly.

The sulphur deposits on Vanualava were worked, for some time, many years ago, by a French company. Investigations have also been made of the beds on Aoba, one of the central islands of the New Hebrides group, but at present they are considered uneconomical to work owing to transport difficulties. Tanna, Ambrym and Tinakula are very active peaks which may yet yield mineral wealth.

Mountain Of Coal

The New Hebrides group contains a mountain of coal. It is on the island of Malekula, home of the cannibal Nambus tribes. Reports of this remarkable outcropping—the deposit is really a mountain a mile in circumference and several hundred feet high—were considered worth investigation by the British chief of police at Vila, and accordingly he made the difficult journey.

Specimens were taken and finally the whole of the hill purchased from the chief of the tribe for a trifling sum.

The British Foreign Office is investigating the commercial value of the mountain.

A well known trader and one-time planter, Mr. L. Macmillan, recently made the climb to the 2,000-ft. neak of Aoba. He found five tiny lakes, some hot, some ice cold, two pure and the remainder strongly mineral. Silica and sulphur were prominent. Rock snecimens taken from the island ‘and examined at Sydney University have shown all the base metals, also a little silver and some pyrites. Indications are for gold in country similar to New Guinea but infinitely easier of access.

The inland range of Pentecost has yielded promising signs and plans are well ahead for an exhaustive search.

Their Spanish discoverer, de Mendana, named northern Melanesia the ‘Solomon Islands,” from a belief they were as rich in minerals as the land from which King Solomon won gold for his temple. What justification he had for his view we cannot say to-day.

Possibly there were golden ornaments worn then by natives in the island of Ysabel, which first he sighted. This theory is lent weight by the interest of a group, including two government officials, in prospecting which is being done there now.

Those to whom the progress of Melanesia is of vital interest are agreed that minerals alone can bring the group to prosperity and that every assistance should be given those trained in prospecting who are now investigating these hidden sources of wealth.

Quaint Life and Beautiful Scenery Among Islands of Torres Straits From Our Thursday Island Correspondent THE great variety of life and beauty in and around the Torres Straits Islands is shown in a striking collection of moving pictures taken by Mr. Sullivan, manager for Morey and Company.

Every, phase of island life, industry and sport has been snapped and the result is a very vivid representation of the sort of programme. awaiting a wanderer in these favoured parts.

Native dancing at Badu and Murray, wonderful and novel entertainments to strangers, receive due attention. Sardine catching, with a cast net at Murray proves the ease with which the fish can be taken and the enormous hauls obtained. Mr. Sullivan has caught the white children racing at their annual picnic; little darkies performing physical drill, natives spearing fish and turtle, swimming and diving for trochus. climbing coconuts and making copra; the whole pageant of Torres Straits is being gradually brought together in this interesting film series. As for local scenery, the views of sailing dinghies on Thursday Island waters and the falls on Prince of Wales ought to attract the most blase of travellers.

Mr. Sullivan has amused and entertained a number of local people with his pictures and we suggest that he lends the films occasionally to the shipping companies so that they may be shown to passengers on the way up the coast. With these proofs of our district’s attractions before them it seems likely that we would quickly increase the number of pleasure-seekers among the Isles of Torres Straits. 28 January 26, 1932.
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Groth’s WALLPAPERS, PAINTS, and “DUCO”

CROTH’S Agents for B.A.L.M. PAINTS. the Paint so suitable for hot climates.

“DUCO” for Verandah and Household Furniture.

Floor Stains Marine Varnishes

Write for Wallpaper suggestions and samples, Colour Cards and Prices for painting materials. m DM&O DELFT msmsE Irtish aust **NUFArrimi KtLBOI H. H. GROTH 6c Company 51 YORK STREET - - SYDNEY Est. 1852. Cable: “GROTH. SYDNEY.”

Brisbane Rep.: J. A. C. KINCSFORD, Griffiths House, Queen Street, Brisbane.

McILRATHS OF SYDNEY Offer HIGH QUALITY GOODS—LOW

Prices And Efficient Service

Arnott’s Plum Puddings, 11b. tins 1/7J tin, 19/- doz.

“Rosa” Self-raising Flour, 21b. pkts 6|d. pkt., 6/- doz.

Finest Roller Flour, 501 b. bags 5/6 bag Australian Crystal Sugar, 701 b. bags 15/- bag “1.X.L.” Best Assorted Jam, 240 z. tins . . 11/- doz., 40/- case “1.X.L.” Passionfruit, 12oz. tins 1/ly tin, 13/- doz.

“Rosa” Jelly Crystals, pint pkts pkt., 4/3 doz.

Solpak Apples (no juice), 240 z. tins . . . . 1/1 tin, 12/9 doz.

Crystallised Ginger, loose 9yd. lb., 9/- doz.

Fairplay Dripping, 21b. tins 1/5 tin, 16/6 doz.

Australian Ration Rice, double 100 s. Ton lots .... £lO/15/- Gartside’s Carrots, 14qz. tins 7Jd. tin, 7/- doz.

Kream Cornflour, Üb. pkts 7d. pkt., 6/6 doz.

Dandy Maize Starch, 14oz. pkts 7\ d. pkt., 7/3 doz.

“Rosa” Pure Soap, Ige. bars (60) 9/- doz., 40/- case Lifebuoy Carbolic Soap, cakes 4d. cake, 3/9 doz.

All Prices f.o.b. Sydney FRESH VEGETABLES, FRUIT, MEAT, HARDWARE, CLOTHING, AND TRADE STORES, at Lowest Prices.

Write for Export Price List and Quotations McILRATH S Ltd. ™ - Sydney (Aust.) £3,000 FOR N.I.

Christmas, Rains and Beans From Our Own Correspondent.

NORFOLK IS.. January 11.

FROM Norfolk Island we send our best wishes for the new year to our brethren all over the Pacific. May the exchange drop to normal. May the price of all tropical products soar. And may all heart-sick exiles see home again before next Christmas.

The last month of the year is generally, with us, a very dry month, forecast of the parching summer to come; but this last December will pass into local history as one of unprecedented wetness. On Sunday, December 13, a gentle drizzle commenced and was welcomed; but during the night the heavens opened and rain thundered on our iron roofs, flooded our tanks and roared down our hillsides. Monday and Tuesday were damp and melancholy, with very little sun to dry off the beans that were just about ripe for picking, and Wednesday dawned dark and threatening and then settled down to another steady, unrelenting downpour that lasted well into the night.

We couldn’t believe it; this kind of thing didn’t happen in December —not in December. We went about with a stunned look upon our faces, walked drenched and incredulous upon the roads, measured each other’s rain gauges and shook our heads unbelievingly over the total of ten inches. Oh, no! Not in December!

But if it was true and we were not all in bed dreaming the same wild dream together, what about the beans?

How would they stand up to the rotting moisture just at this time? Christmas passed rather gloomily, except among the children and the irresponsible, and for the following week planters were to be observed wandering throughtfully over their acres, gathering samples here and there and pinching the contents for symptoms of undue softness.

Good Bean Crops But the rain had ceased and the sun was shining hot and strong; and when harvesting set in just after the new year, and the beans were threshed, it was discovered that very little damage indeed had been done; that 75 per cent, of the first crop was in splendid condition and that the second sowing had benefited greatly by the soaking.

The creeks and swampy watercourses that here are called drains are running full and free, and the vagabond cattle that graze the bare roadsides and unfenced crown lands push on incredulously from one bright jpatch of herbage to another. So, on tlie whole, we benefited immeasurably by the unseasonable weather and all hearts are pretty glad.

The sale of 1,000 bushels or so of first-rate bean seed will bring round about £3,000 of good hard cash upon the island, paid out by the storekeepers, who act as local agents for the buyers overseas.

Tongan imports for 1930 were valued at £148,306 and exports at £169,610. In 1929, the figures were: imports £198,078, exports £259,090. 29

The Pacific Islands Monthly

January 26, 1932.

How Should We Treat The

New Guinea Natives?

To the Editor.

Sir, —It was with great pleasure and interest that I read the article by Captain Milton, and now that we have an unbiased organ to voice our many needs there will be many more willing to risk the displeasure of the Administration, and what improvements take place in the future will be solely to the credit of the P.I.M.

Captain Milton was unfortunate in his “Kiap.” I have been here for 17 years, and have met many good fellows on the Administrative staff, and there are still many here, but they are tied down by ordinances not of thenmaking.

The other kind never had such a job in their fives, so make the most of it by slinging their brass hat about on all and every occasion, without any consideration for the man who pays their salary. They do not want advice; they know everything. Some of them have been here a long time (nearly a week) so should be pitied, not abused.

They do not know what they are doing is not “cricket.”

As regards the treatment of native labour, the following has come under my notice. The recruiter will go many days in the bush. At one village he will recruit six “boys”—only to find two days later, that they have run back to their village. It is no use his going back after them, as he will not get the axes, knives, etc., that he paid them, or the boys. So they sit down and wait for another recruiter to come along and so get a big supply of goods in. Many villages make a practice of this, and nothing is done to prevent it.

Again, the recruiter will find many boys in the towns, willing to “make paper.” In this case he gives them 20/- hand money, and they are to sign on in the morning. In the morning they have changed their minds—“no like,” and will not give the hand money back. If the recruiter complains to the “Kiap” he gets no satisfaction, but is told that it is his own look-out, and the boy gets the twenty shillings for nothing. There are many in the towns living on this game.

Is this looking after the best interests of all concerned—allowing the boy to become a rogue and the recruiter —well, that old saying, that the recruiter has one foot in the grave and the other in calaboose, leaves the recruiter lucky, very lucky, that he is not a centipede, or he would have ninety-nine feet in the calaboose.

An employer will take a boy to be signed at the District Office. After every question has been put to him to find out if there are any faults with the recruiting, and the boy is made to understand what he is doing, the contract is signed by the D.O. on behalf of both parties, the Administrator acting as guardian and trustee for the native. This boy has cost the employers. with issue and fees, anything from £l2 to £25.

Three months later this boy deserts.

No attempt is made to return him; but the Administration wants the three months’ wages that are due to him, and they will give it to him first time a patrol officer goes to his village. The boy is entitled to three months’ calaboose for deserting; so if they can pay the boy, why cannot they bring him back, give him the three months, and make him complete his contract?

They say that they cannot be bothered, going out to all these outlandish villages. So who gets the money, and why?

Say that the boy does not desert but dies. We pay his wages into the District Office, that his next-of-kin may get it. This no employer objects to. But if the Administration cannot be bothered going out to these outlandish villages to bring back deserters or pay them, they cannot be bothered to pay the next-of-kin. So far, I have never met any of the next-ofkin of my boys, who have received the wages of the dead boy.

The native is only a child; but he is also a born thief, liar and blackmailer, and the policy of sparing the rod and spoiling the child has proved itself rotten. During the military administration, when the kunds was in vogue, I never sa<v a boy get worse than I received myself as a child. No one told me that it was brutal. In fact, they seemed to think that I did not get enough. Anyhow, it did not do me any harm. There are hundreds of boys in calaboose, and thousands more running about that ought to be in calaboose; so if that is called looking after the interests of the native, it is time they gave it another name.

The other day a boy stole about £l5 worth of goods from me. This means that he has got to go to Rabaul to be tried, and will cost me £lOO and two months’ lost time. So the boy goes free, and the only one who is sorry is the boy himself, as he would willingly do 12 months for a trip to Rabaul.

The British flag flies on all the Administrative offices, yet we have no voice in the making of the laws by which we are ruled, or trial by jury for a capital offence, or even one of the many privileges that that glorious flag has always stood for.

When I first came, 17 years ago, I made it my business to learn the native “talk,” without the native knowing the fact. My object was to get a knowledge of the native mind, and to know what he was thinking about. To this purpose I obtained the services of a house boy to a former German Governor. Afterwards I was in Native Affairs, Police Master, and other branches that were connected with natives. Since civil administration I have bought from the natives, sold to them, recruited them, and worked them in large numbers for a living. So I should claim to have as good a knowledge of the native, if not better, than most people up here. I am now left with one arm (a good one), one eye (by no means good), have never called any man “master” except my father and King; but ask, with many others, the right to be allowed to earn an honest living in a country which we helped to take.

I am, etc., A. LE BRETON MOUNT.

Wau, New Guinea.

December 18, 1931.

Tahiti Naval

STATION Addition of Oil Depot and Training Ship From Our Own Correspondent.

PAPEETE, January 2.

IT is stated that work will be commenced shortly on the construction of ah oil storage depot at Papeete, for the use of the French naval department.

The plant will be located some distance from town, in the St. Amelie valley, but full details as to capacity, etc., are not yet available.

In this connection it is interesting to note that the local Administration has recently purchased the schooner, “Papeete” from S. R. Maxwell and Co. and intends to use her as a training ship for our local youths. Many years ago the “Papeete” put up a sailing record from San Francisco to Tahiti, which, I understand, has not yet been broken.

Tonga’S Despatch

VESSELS Hifofua Again In Service From Our Own Correspondent.

NUKUALOFA, December 30.

SOME time ago there was a divergence of opinion as to the possibility of getting the engines of the Hifofua to again function satisfactorily.

Now, after being reconditioned and reconstructed by marine engineer Mr.

L. Summers, it is pleasant to report that the original engines have been doing weekly inter-island runs without mishap for three months. Mr. Summers, we hear, has been the recipient of a letter of appreciation from the Tongan Government and, needless to say, the pessimists (why are they always with us?) have been confounded.

The other despatch boat, Tokaga— that disastrous Government deal of two short years ago—has now taken on every appearance of a derelict, and lies above high-water mark at the island of Pagai. The odds are against her ever again being put into commission, and so’ we draw a veil over this onetime purchase of old timbers and ancient iron from Nippon. 30 January 26, 1932.
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Year.

Tons.

Value. 1928 811 £102,158 1929 470 48,616 1930 764 50,640

“Primus’ Stoves

“NULITE ’

LANTERNS 400 c.p.

INDISPENSABLE ON LAND and AT SEA Write for particulars to BRANDTS LTD. 371 PITT STREET, SYDNEY Telegraphic Address, “Brandtlamp”

Everything For Light And Heat

That Quarter Million Limit Amendment of N. G. Law Expected IT is expected that the New Guinea Ordinance which prevents a person or firm making monetary advances on New Guinea property, except with the special approval of the Minister, if his or its interests in New Guinea have reached a total of £250,000. will be amended at an early date.

The purpose of the Ordinance is obvious. It was to prevent persons or firms acquiring a dangerously large interest in New Guinea properties. It has worked out, however, in a manner that was not contemplated by those who framed it.

In the first place, in calculating the total, the officials take the total value of the property on which money has been lent and not the amount of the loan. That is to say, if £l,OOO has been advanced on a property worth £lO,OOO, the £lO,OOO counts towards the £250,000 total and not the £l,OOO. Consequently, both Burns, Philp and Co. Ltd. and W. R. Carpenter and Co. Ltd., in their extensive operations in New Guinea, have long since reached the £250,000 limit, although their actual advances to planters and traders may not be a quarter of that. The result now is that the registration of mortgages and similar instruments securing advances on properties, made by either of the two firms, cannot be completed until each individual application has been sent to Canberra to receive the Minister’s approval.

The other effect is apparent. In these difficult times, numbers of property-owners in New Guinea require financial assistance, and usually go to the only two firms operating in New Guinea who have money to lend. Usually this accommodation, when sought, is urgently needed. The firms may be quite ready to give the assistance required but the transaction cannot be completed until Ministerial approval has been given and months may elapse although the borrower is in urgent need of help. In a number of cases the firms, recognising urgency, have provided money on the assumption that Ministerial approval will not be withheld; but. owing to the delay in finalising documents, there have been other financial developments which have involved the firms concerned in heavy losses.

The Ordinance has been interpreted in a way which has caused some exasperation to traders, and urgent representations were made to the Scullin Government in relation thereto without anything at all being done. The matter, however, was carefully considered between General Wisdom and Major Marr, the new Federal Minister at Canberra, early in January, and a gazettal of an amendment of the Ordinance is expected at an early date.

Papuan Rubber

Lt.-Governor Pleads for Retention of Australian Preference Duty.

A STRONG plea on behalf of the Papuan rubber-growers was made by Sir Hubert Murray (Lieut.-Governor of Papua) when he visited Canberra early in January.

The special preference of 4d. per lb. imposed by the Federal Government last year in favour of rubber grown in Australian territories has been the salvation of Papuan rubber-growers; and Sir Hubert in consequence was much disturbed to learn that rubber consumers in Australia are trying to get that preference removed.

“So far as I am aware.” said Sir Hubert, in a public statement, “no rubber has been planted in the Mandated Territory of New Guinea. It has been cultivated successfully for many years in Papua but development has been hindered by the uncertainty of the price. Rubber grown in either territory has a preference of 4d. a lb. in the Commonwealth; that is rubber from those territories is admitted into Australia free of duty, while other rubber has to pay a duty of 4d. a lb.

“This preference is just sufficient to make rubber growing in Papua a payable proposition; but it is feared that importers in Australia may succeed in getting the preference removed. There is not as yet sufficient rubber produced in Papua to supply the Australian market, and the Australian consumer has, therefore, to use a lot of rubber from Malaya and elsewhere, on which duty has been paid. Naturally, therefore, the importer and the consumer wish to get rid of the duty.

“Their case seems at first sight a good one, but consider what the effect would be on Papua if the duty were removed. The rubber plantations would immediately close down and their closure would have a disastrous effect upon the storekeepers and merchants who had been supplying the rubber planters and their staff of European and native employees. Many storekeepers and merchants would be driven out of business, and the general dislocation of business would Cause the ruin of many coconut plantations, which at present prices are barely paying their way.

“All this would mean the loss of a very large amount of Australian capital that has been invested in Papua.

It would also cause great embarrassment to the Papuan Government and would probably necessitate an increase in the subsidy at present granted by the Commonwealth—for it would be impossible for the Commonwealth to allow Papua, its only overseas territory, to go to the wall.

“On the other hand, if the preference were adopted as an integral part of the Commonwealth’s territorial policy. rubber-growing would become a certain and payable proposition. Planters could then count upon a firm market at a reasonable price, confidence in the future of the industry would be restored and fresh areas would be developed until the output would be sufficient to supply the Australian demand.

There is an abundance of good rubber land in Papua, and that territory alone could supply Australian requirements if planters could be sure of a reasonable price.

“It is apparent, therefore, from the broader point of view, that the free importation of rubber would be purchased at too high a price. The duty need not always remain at 4d. For instance, if the price rose to 1/- it would be absurd for Papua to expect any assistance. The duty might be made a sliding one, so as to ensure a price of, say, Bd.”

EDITORI AL NOTE. —The export of rubber in Papua in recent years has been as follows: Those figures show the disastrous fall in the price of the product and why a preference is necessary. On December 31, 1929, there were 9,012 acres in Papua under rubber, mostly in the Central Division. A considerable number of rubber plantations are owned by the Government.

If You Want Satisfaction And Service

CANVAS PRODUCTS LTD.

Yacht And Boat Sail Makers

Manufacturers of : AUTOTENTS. TENTS, TARPAULINS, BLINDS AND ALL CANVAS GOODS

35 Sussex Street - - Sydney

Foreman Sailmaker ; ROBERT (BOB) BOYCE Let us have your enquiries. We shall be pleased to quote. ’PHONE, B 1613

Specialists In All Classes Of Boat Rigging

Goldfield Progress

Sale of Watut Leases—The Upper Ramu Field—Developments on the Lower Watut From Our Own Correspondent THE Macdhui, which arrived at Salamaua on December 20. brought 45 passengers for the Morobe district—l 3 of whom came to join New Guinea Goldfields Ltd. Day Dawn (New Guinea) Ltd. had two new employees arrive.

New Guinea Goldfields Ltd. have completed the power-house at Kunai Creek and are now busy completing the erection of transmission lines over Mt.

Kaindi to Edie Creek and to Golden Ridges and the Wau.

The machinery for Golden Ridges is coming forward by aeroplane quickly enough to allow good progress to be made with the installation of the plant and it will not be long before active production commences.

Guinea Airways carried in 330 short tons of machinery to Bulolo in the B.G.D.’s two 3-engined Junkers, during November. Work is going ahead well with the power-house, and a good deal of the structural steel work has been erected. B.G.D. is employing over 100 Europeans and some 400 or 500 natives on the job at Bulolo.

A good deal of interest is being taken in the sale of the Watut leases, which are being sold under an order of the Central Court, Rabaul. These leases have been held and worked by the Upper Watut Gold Mining Company and are said' to contain good values.

The Company have had a lot of bad luck, with floods and break-downs, and it is to be regretted that they are unable to carry on after the great expense they have been put to in opening up the properties.

As there is considerable doubt among tributors as to whether tributes will be renewed by the N.G.G. Ltd., a number of miners are looking further afield and it is to be hoped that with those miners who are used to local conditions prospecting, new ground will be opened up in the near future.

Messrs. Rowlands and Übank have been working quietly on the Upper Ramu. and it will not be surprising if some of the Edie Creek miners drift off in that direction.

A. D. O. Penglase is returning to Salamaua, and the miners hope that the country in which he has recently been patrolling will now be opened up for prospectors. This area has been closed ever since Baum was murdered by the natives.

Interest is being displayed in the repegging of the ground on the Lower Watut, which was previously known as the Babuaf Leases. A syndicate headed by Mr. A. “Tommy” Thompson, of Wau, has taken up four dredging claims in the area. From a transport point of view these properties should be easily accessible as the country is almost flat as far as Lae and no difficulty should be experienced in putting in a suitable road. The area over which the leases are held is flat kunai country and very hot.

Nukualofa Club Ball From Our Own Correspondent.

NUKUALOFA, December 30.

WE must confess with regret that, until to-day. we did not notice the letter at the foot of page 16 of the P.I.M. October issue, where the Hon. Secretary of the Nukualofa Club, on behalf of the Committee, takes us to task for our remarks in the August issue, anent the (then) forthcoming ball.

We feel that we have been misread and that our attempt at something in the nature of a prediction has been misconstrued as a statement of accomplished fact. The “misleading article” could only be proven as such after the event, and, as the views and deductions expressed were prophecy, we hasten to assure the hon. secretary that we are glad that we were wrong in some of our prognostications.

For instance, we now know that only one committeeman was absent, and we now know that the function was a success, although hardly the success of previous years, because the ball was held “on a much reduced scale.”

Still, we are rather astonished that the committee, while they were about it, did not inform us how many guests were invited — to say that “63 invitations were sent out” is rather misleading, when it is known to the initiated that a, big percentage of those invitations were sent to the subscribing members and their wives.

Nevertheless, with the limited funds subscribed, we agree that the evening turned out to be a jolly little affair, and we sincerely hope that the next one will be just as jolly—if not jollier.

Tongan Notes

Much Social Activity From Our Own Correspondent.

NUKUALOFA, December 30.

THIS month has seen in Tonga a revival of social functions. The annual prizegivings to successful college boys of both the Government and Wesleyan Colleges were made occasions for community singing and band selections on two nights of the month.

On these evenings, the British Agent and Consul, Mr. J. S. Neill, addressed the boys and rubbed in some home truths. He emphasised the greater need of sportsmanship in their inter-collegiate games and the total elimination of that bitter rivalry, which has been only too evident on the playing fields of Tonga in the past.

He further pointed out the necessity of increased cultivation of their allotments on leaving college, laying particular stress upon the fact that only a few of the boys could be absorbed in the Government service and trading posts, and that they must always bear in mind that the future prosperity of their little Kingdom depended upon the results of their exertions on their plantations.

SUCCESSFUL VOCAL RECITAL.

A keen desire on the part of the ladies to present a new organ to the Anglican Church, motived by Mrs. J. S. Neill to call a meeting of C. of E. ladies at the Residency.

The outcome of this gathering was the acceptance of an offer from Mrs. C. Murray- Aynsley to give a vocal recital on behalf of the Church. Mr. W. Briggs was then approached and he kindly offered his large picture hall for the evening free of charge.

The function proved a great success, owing undoubtedly to the novelty of the event and the versatility of this entertaining lady.

Assisted by Miss Helen Wall and Princess Fusipala alternately at the piano, and with the support of a Tongan choir in two of her items, Mrs. Murray-Aynsley rendered selections in a rich and cultivated mezzo-soprano voice for nearly two hours. On the success of the evening, we learn that the purchase of an organ is well on its way to completion.

MASQUERADE BALL.

The next social event of moment was a masquerade ball, held in the Victoria Memorial Hall, where the youth and beauty of Tongatabu made merry. The successful prize-winners were as follows: Most original costume (lady) Mrs. Darrell-Wall as “West Indian ‘Mammy’ best fancy dress (ladyl Miss Margaret Anderson as “Spanish Dancer”; most original costume (gent.i, Miss Helen Wall as “Male Apache Dancer”; best fancy dress (gent.), Mr. Frank Edwards, as “The Bandolero.” The hall was most tastefully decorated and the music was supplied by the Premier String Band.

Approaching Christmas attention was devoted more to the children, and many Christmas trees were in evidence at several homes.

Probably the largest gathering of kiddies was held at the residence of the Hon. Garfield Bagnall.

On that day some 50 children congregated in the grounds and thoroughly enjoyed themselves with a multitude of toys, cakes and cream puffs. We are informed by a helper at the party that it is simply amazing the amount that even dyspeptic youngsters can “put away” on an occasion such as this.

Death Of Samoan

PIONEER From Our Own Correspondent APIA, January 1.

MR. George Gray, the oldest European settler in the Samoan Islands, and a well-known identity on the island of Savaii, has passed away, at the ripe old age of 89 years.

Mr. Gray, who came to Samoa over 40 years ago, after a varied and adventurous career as miner and sailor in Australia and the islands, owned a trading station and small plantation at Satupaitea (Savaii). He was a native of England. 32 January 26, 1932.
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Begin the New Year well by installing a

“Younger” Cooking Stove

& % Made with Extended Fire Box, specially for Long Wood fuel.

We can also supply Self- Setting

Double Oven

RANGES suitable for Hotels or large establishments.

Send for our Illustrated Catalogue and further information, sent Post Free to any address.

G. Fletcher & Son

50 Oxford Street Sydney

Residents of Rabaul can inspect sample Stove and obtain quotations from CAMPBELL 8C CO,, General Agents, Rabau!
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It is of the finest consistency. It is composed of the purest ingrediente. There is nothing to harm the tenderest skin.
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Hurricane Season

In Cook Islands

From Our Own Correspondent.

RAROTONGA, December 4.

DECEMBER marks the commencement of the rainy season, which continues until about the end of March. This period is commonly referred to as the “hurricane” season.

Geographically, Rarotonga is only just within the tropical zone, and fortunately escapes the wreckage of plantations by cyclones and tornadoes which occasionally sweep wildly across the South Seas.

Between now and the end of March we shall experience frequent tropical downpours, followed by steaming hot days, with the high rocky peaks on the island shrouded in heavy mist.

The mosquito will now become more prevalent and very active. Water-filled coconut shells strewn in great numbers about the plantations and throughout the bush, and re-filled at each downpour, will provide ideal breeding receptacles; in the bush the wet, sodden masses of fallen leaves will create other breeding spots; the mud plots of taro, terraced along the valleys, also will sustain prolific mosquito life until the “wing” stage is reached.

The surroundings at Avarua, the main village, are more open, and because of this the pest is not so bad there as at many other parts of the island. A case of filaria occurs from time to time, but happily there is no incidence of malaria.

We shall expect fairly severe gales to occur at odd times dyring the next few months. Usually they are shortlived, but on account of their cyclonic nature are a menace to the small vessels which constitute the island shipping service.

The two island schooners therefore either remain in the land-locked lagoon at Penrhyn or tie up at Rarotonga.

Sometimes one or other of them proceeds to Papeete for overhaul until the recommencement in April of more settled conditions. There is no harbour at Rarotonga or at any of the islands of the inner group in which a vessel might take safe shelter from a storm.

The nearest port of safety for shipping in these waters is Papeete. From now until April 15 the islands of the Cook Group will remain isolated from one another, except for the wireless stations at four of the main islands.

Big French Loan

New Caledonia Benefits NOUMEA, December 2.

Altogether, 33,000,000 francs (about £350.000 sterling) has been now made available out of the first instalment of the large Paris loan, and it is estimated that a lot of useful work will be done with this money and, naturally, a good deal of employment created.

Later on, of course, the money will have to be paid back, but it is hoped that the work on which the money is expended will be of such a reproductive nature and the repayment spread over such a lengthy period that the population will not eventually have to pay very much additional taxation.

Eucrasy Banishes All Desire For Drink

It is a priceless boon to all who use it, VOLUNTARILY or SECRETLY, for their relatives or friends. If you suffer in any way through the liquor habit, let the voluntary testimonials of actual users convince you that EUCRASY will soon sober the drinker and make you happy Letter received: “I have been waiting to see if my husband would drink again. I can safely say he has been cured by Eucrasy. It has made quite a different man of him. I cannot speak too highly.—Mrs. 8.L.”

EUCRASY is guaranteed harmless, and can be given SECRETLY or Voluntarily. NOT COSTLY. Call or write to-day for FREE SAMPLE. Booklet and Testimonials.

Dept. 8., THE EUCRASY CO., CANBERRA HOUSE, 297 ELIZABETH STREET, SYDNEY.

The Famous Brands of LYSAGHT Galvanized Iron

Are Now Made In Australia

At Newcastle, N.S.W.

O 0 P CORRUGATED PLAIN Every Sheet The first cost of these brands Is so very little more than that of inferior qualities that to buy “ORB” or “QUEEN’S HEAD” is a proved sound investment.

The 15th edition of "The Referee,” a handbook of useful information, containing a ready-reckoner of much value to all engaged in building operations, may be obtained post free on application to John Lysaght (Aust.) Ltd., c/o. Box 196 D, G.P.O., Sydney.

"MERAKON!”

Cannibal and Bird Shooter By Our Thursday Island Correspondent.

“Birds,” the bird of paradise shooter, was up one of his most profitable rivers in Dutch New Guinea, looking for his particular quarry, when he fell in with a certain hard-faced cannibal, who told him of four or five likely places to visit.

As additional proof of his sincerity the native threw up a handful of leaves into the air, to indicate how numerous were the birds in one locality.

“Birds” was intrigued. He questioned the man over and over again, drew maps in the sand, and put him through the third degree on the subject of bird-hunting grounds generally.

“Well, now, tell us some more places,” he went on, when the location of several bird haunts had been satisfactorily settled.

“Ain’t that enough?” said the Papuan.

“No, I want more—l want all I can get.”

The heathen looked a little disgusted. “Well,” he said, “there’s one other place, called Merakon. where you’ll get more birds than you ever saw belore.”

Then he vanished into the scrub.

“Now,” said “Birds” to himself, “I mustn’t forget that name. I’ll get a big haul there.”

To every native he met he put the same question: “Where’s Merakon?”

But he always got the same answer.

First a puzzled look, a repetition of the name and, finally, a roar of laughter, when “Birds” explained.

“Birds,” becoming more mystified, made no progress in his quest.

He asked some native women. They merely put their fingers to their lips and looked shocked. At last, one plucked up courage and told that the place he had been recommended to visit was “where the bad men went to when they died.”

In other words the untutored savage had told the hunter to “go to hell!”

Fisherman Took His Chance From Our Own Correspondent.

RAROTONGA, December 4.

A NATIVE fisherman, John Manihiki, nearly lost his life recently.

He was fishing off the reef at night in a small, out-rigged dugout, when somehow his canoe was thrown up on the reef and smashed to matchwood in one hit. Manihiki was fortunate enough to get clear of the canoe without injury and managed to struggle out to sea on the backwash of the breaker.

Manihiki’s only hope was to shoot in over the reef on a curler sufficiently high to clear the sharp coral formations. Failing an attempt to cross the reef the fisherman would probably have drowned before morning or before he could reach the reef passage some miles north or south.

Manihiki waited and took his chance on a high breaker. He reached the lagoon practically unhurt and swam ashore. 34 January 26, 1932.
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Papuan Trader’s Life has no Silver Lining SO much is expected by the general public in reading of tropical life that it is difficult to describe satisfactorily the monotony and isolation that it represents to the lonely settler in Papua. One often reads with amusement the fulsome descriptions of conditions and events “in the romantic Pacific Islands.” Heat, fever and mosquitoes—copra, natives and dirt —these are hardly a happy combination when coupled with isolation and loneliness.

It is of little consequence to the Islands residents whether the S.E. trades rustle musically in the graceful coconut palms, or whether, after torrential rains, they droop forlornly against leaden skies. It is copra—the falling market—freightage and the price of stores—that are the salient points of his consideration; how soon, with luck, he may make good and clear out.

But this hope, always elusive, usually fades, in time, slowly, out of sight and mind. Store accounts mount up and copra returns fall. After a futile struggle he is forced to realise that to “hold on” is not entirely unenterprising and, even with only a narrow margin of profit, can he hope to do that.

Years ago trading in Papua had a glamour. But times have changed. Yet it is still believed to be a life of alluring adventure!

Papua is cruel, merciless, and exacting to the white man on his own. The trader of to-day barely scrapes a living along these shores and roundly curses the day he ever caught sight of them and the wily savage, who now exploits him more thoroughly than he ever dared to hope to exploit the savage.

Trade to-day is conducted on definite lines and scheduled prices, which most natives know to the exact penny.

Whether the trader lives in an unaccessible district or not, makes little difference. The native demands a set price or goes elsewhere. His time is his own, and distances to him are no object. He, in his ignorance, is satisfied that the stores and traders are there for his benefit alone, and he treats the trader with scant courtesy and cheats him on every possible occasion. Until the native learns the cost of retailing and transport and market values, there is little profit for the trader. Even then competition on these grounds may lead to an even sadder position than that of to-day.

Traders of the old days—Bevan.

Mawson, Buchanan and Peter the Greek —had it all their own way, as pioneers. There were little settlement, few planters and many untouched districts. Natives, overjoyed at the opportunity of trading, and pleased with the novelty, bought and exchanged their wares with wholehearted vigour, and the days were then full of the stirring adventures that is so incorrectly claimed to be still the life of the present hard-pressed settler.— M.L.

Cook Islands’ Busy Schooners From Our Own Correspondent.

RAROTONGA, December 10.

THE schooner Tagua has been beating round the islands of the Lower Group since November 14. and the Tiare Taporo is away on one of her long trips north to the island of Penrhyn and the atolls of Manihiki and Rakahanga, which lie in the region of Penrhyn.

These two trim little schooners, with their bleached sails and white-painted hulls, resemble pleasure yachts rather than vessels trading between the islands carrying copra, fruit, general merchandise and human freight.

The Tagua is making her final round of the islands of the Lower Group for this year. It is probable that the Tiare Taporo will do the round again provided she arrives back from north within the next few days. Mangaia, in the Lower Gr-m, has not been visited for some months.

In any case, the inhabitants of the Group islands will see nothing of their Christmas presents and mails until possibly April. The two masters of the island schooners. Skipper Andy Thomson (Tagua) and Captain Viggo (Tiare Taporo), will be warmly welcomed by their friends in the islands when they return in the autumn with their vessels laden with merchandise and bringing tidings from Rarotonga and the outside world.

Mr. W. Davidson, of Nukualofa, Tonga, a well-known Islands merchant, arrived in Sydney, via New Zealand, in mid-December, and will receive medical attention before returning to the Protectorate. Mr. Davidson settled down in Tonga in 1916, and now controls a large number of trading stations in the group.

COCONUTS How Good Copra Is Made In Eastern Polynesia TO THE EDITOR.

Sir,—Referring to your article in the July issue of the P.I.M. about “Storing Copra,” it may interest readers in these days of poor copra prices to know that in many of the little-visited islands in the Eastern Pacific groups the natives have for many years been used to storing coconuts (in the husk) in native thatched houses, with a rough raised floor to prevent germination through dampness.

Coconuts so stored will dry out in from about nine to twelve months, the kernel then becoming loose in the shell, hence the native name “taka-taka” (loose). When cut open the copra has a blueish colour and has a high percentage of oil.

The natives use it in this state for food, as it is sweet and rich, and on the arrival of a vessel all that is necessary to convert it into copra is to husk or break open the nuts and cut up the kernel. After about two years’ storage in the husk the kernel turns brown, and then disintegrates into dust.

I have never known husked nuts to be used in this manner, but, if practicable, it would save a great amount of space.

Husked coconuts are occasionally exported from the Eastern Pacific Islands in sacks and in bulk as a deckload for schooners bound to San Francisco.

After being husked, the “eyes” of the nut were dipped in hot pitch to hermetically seal them and protect them from insects, and then stacked on deck and covered with old canvas or rough boards.

The percentage of loss on arrival was not very great when that method was adopted.

I have had 30 years’ experience in. copra islands all over the Pacific, and can vouch for the accuracy of these statements.

JOHN MCCULLOCH.

Tautu Aitutaki, Cook Islds., S. Pacific. 35
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Mau Still Aloof

Stalemate Continues In Samoa From Our Own Correspondent APIA, January 1.

THERE are few signs of improvement in the political arena so far.

The hopes expressed by the New Zealand High Commissioner before the Mandate Commission of the League of Nations, and which seemed to be based on statements made by the late Administrator, Colonel Allen, in his recently published annual report, appear to be without foundation.

The participation of a few isolated Mau chiefs in the deliberations of the Land and Title Commission has not had any effect on the activities of the Mau movement. Efforts of the present Administrator, General Hart, to get in touch with and bring about a meeting with the leading chiefs of the Mau have, unfortunately, so far proved unavailing.

The petition of the Mau leaders, recently despatched to the British. American and German Governments (the signatories of the Three Power agreement) attacks the New Zealand administration and suggests that we are far from a reconciliation.

Bountiful Rains

Tahiti Plantations Benefit From Our Own Correspondent PAPEETE, December 20.

TAHITI experienced an unusual number of rainy days during November, so that the streams, even on the so-called dry belt of the island, are flowing once more.

Floods and washaways are reported from the south-eastern districts, where the precipitation has amounted to several inches a day in some places, but no serious damage has been done. Already the hills behind Papeete are resuming their normal greenness and those occupied on the land —as are most of the population here —are hoping that the present season will approach something near the average in the matter of rainfall.

Experience in the tropics proves that the coconut, the principal crop, of course, does not produce to full capacity on less than about 70 inches of rain per annum.

The recent downfall will also greatly relieve the municipal water supply situation in Papeete and adjacent villages. where the shortage had occasioned great inconvenience in some localities.

CASTAWAYS ON COCOS Rescued By American Cruiser From Our Own Correspondent PAPEETE, December 20.

THE palatial yacht, Camargo, owned by the Fleishmann family, of Cincinnati. U.S.A., who are famous as the proprietors of Fleishmann's yeast, called in at Papeete on November 13, on her way to the Western Pacific.

When approaching Cocos Island, which lies off the Ecuadorian coast and has been combed over many times for a treasure which is supposed to be buried there, the people on the Camargo were surprised to observe some huts ashore showed signs of recent renovation and occupation. Nobody appeared, however, in answer to their signals, but a landing party discovered a note in one of the huts saying that the late occupants had departed for the opposite end of the island, where they expected a better chance of finding coconuts and other food.

Steaming round the island a search among the densely-wooded hills and broken country of the interior yielded no results. Fortunately, the Camargo was able to get into wireless touch with the U.S. Cruiser, Richmond, and the castaways, three in number, were ultimately rescued.

It appears that thev had escaped from the wreck of an American vessel some time previously and had existed ever since on the wild pigs and other natural nroducts of Cocos. What happened to the rest of the crew we have yet to learn.

The Camargo left Papeete for Rarotonga, in the Cook group, after a three days’ stay in this port.

Polynesian Cattle Wild Herds Roam Far Eastern Islands From Our Own Correspondent PAPEETE, December 20.

THE results of the recent live stock census have been just published.

According to these, the island of Tahiti together with its neighbour, Moorea, contains 5,703 head of cattle, 1,841 horses, 247 sheep, 3,252 goats, and 6,679 pigs.

Most of the cattle are of course, kept as a necessary adjunct to coconut plantations, where they not only supplement the revenue derived from the palms, but also provide the most desirable sort of fertiliser for the land and save the planter money by keeping the growth of weeds and grass within reasonable limits.

The total number of cattle appears small, nevertheless the Papeete market is well supplied with beef at low prices.

Butchers are now paying 2.50 francs per kilo, live weight, for steers, and round about a franc per kilo more for dressed carcases, and it is noticeable, as one result of the drop in cattle prices, that veal is always in evidence on the market. This could seldom be had when cattle were selling at 9 to 10 francs per kilo live weight. Undoubtedly there are more than enough cattle to meet the local demand for beef in these depressed times. The importation of cold-storage beef from New Zealand has entirely ceased.

No figures are available for the Leeward Urioup and other parts of French Oceania, where considerable numbers of cattle also exist.

Herds of wild cattle, sleek and beautiful, whose progenitors probably date back to the first animals landed on the island by Captain Cook, roam the interior valleys of Tahiti. These are often dangerous to approach, and as the places they frequent are most difficult of access, it is seldom that our local Nimrods work up enough energy and enthusiasm to go after them.

Wild pigs and goats are also plentiful in most of the islands, and it is said that the former have increased to such an extent in some of the Marquesas Islands as to constitute a real menace. There, over considerable areas, the goats have eaten out and eventually killed off the natural pasturage and taken to the bark of trees as the only remaining means of sustenance, thus transforming in the course of years a tropical paradise into a dry and wind swept wilderness devoid of vegetation

Further Taxation In

N. CALEDONIA From Our Own Correspondent NOUMEA, January 5.

THE Governor, in the course of his address at the opening of the second ordinary session of the Censed General, at Noumea, in December, stated that it had been found impossible to reduce expenditure to the extent of the anticipated fall in revenue for the ensuing financial year.

Consequently, it would be necessary to lew further charges and taxation in order to balance the budget. 36 January 26, 1932.
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COMPANY SECRETARIES AND REPRESENTATIVES. IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS.

Rabaul - - New Guinea

Radio Boom Likely

In French Oceania From Our Own Correspondent PAPEETE, December 20.

NEW regulations of considerable importance to local radio enthusiasts were promulgated in The Journal Officiel of the Colony, on November 16.

These do away with a lot of confusion and difficulty hitherto existing in regard to the installation of both receiving and sending outfits, and are expected to beneficially affect certain privately-owned outlying islands, which have been denied wireless communication up to the present.

Incidentally, there will be probably a large increase in the number of amateur receiving sets in and around Papeete.

Massacres On

The Fly River

28 Arrests In Papua From Our Own Correspondent PT. MORESBY, December 31.

THE Resident Magistrate of the Western Division reported in November that there had been a raid on the villages of Weriadai and Suwami, 100 miles up the Fly River, by head hunters of the hinterland, and that, on investigation, he had found that 17 men of these villages had been killed.

The offending tribe, a nomadic people near Suki Creek, had made friendly approaches and mixed freely with their intending victims, “holding up bunches of tobacco and intimating their desire to trade.” Bau-baus (native pipes) were exchanged and the Weriadia people were completely deceived.

It appears that the Suki men had brought down their women with them in their canoes to allay any suspicions that might arise, and these women surreptitiously handed out tomahawks and spears at the opportune moment.

The Sukis attacked without warning and of the 22 villagers only 5 escaped with their lives, although they were wounded by tomahawks and spears.

News has been now received that 28 of the Suki murderers have been caught and brought down to the Government station at Daru, by Mr. Woodward and Mr. Jack Hides, Patrol Officer and their armed constabulary.

The severed heads of the victims, found in the possession of the raiders, have been identified by the Weredai people and the trial of these headhunters is in progress.

Sir Hubert Murray, the Lieut.-Governor, who was accompanied by Lady Murray and the Hon. H. L. Murray, the official secretary, has just returned from a special trip of investigation to the Fly River.

Mr. Woodward and Mr. Hides are to be congratulated on their quick work.

Considering the character of the country and the semi-nomadic tribe they had to deal with, it was not expected that they would have been successful in so short a time. 37
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Tonkinese Labour

Big Exodus From N. Caledonia From Our Own Correspondent NOUMEA, January 5.

AS forecast in The Pacific Islands Monthly, the outflow of indentured Tonkinese and Javanese labourers continues and it is estimated that within the next two or three months fully 1,000 coloured people will leave the colony.

It is evident that the absence of this indentured labour will make itself felt in the economic life of the colonly. Not only will the revenue earned by these workers be lost to New Caledonia, but the circulation of money earned by them, as well as their own consuming power, will also be missed.

It is, however, only part of the general readjustment of conditions and values throughout the world. New Caledonia has been particularly lucky so far, but it cannot continue to escape the natural readjustment at present going on.

Scientists For Tahiti

PAPEETE, January 1.

THE Union Steamship Co.’s freighter Waihemo, just recently landed 1,600 drums of fuel oil for the yacht lolanda. which is expected to arrive at Tahiti at an early date with a large scientific research party aboard.

Shooting Affray in Cook Islands From Our Own Correspondent.

RAROTONGA, December 4.

THE community was painfully stirred by the news of a shooting affray at one of the villages (Aorangi) on the island.

The trouble appears to have occurred over the question of removal of a cottage from a piece of land, the property of a white man, Mr. T. Watson. The other person interested in the matter of possession of the cottage, Mr. D.

Mcßirney, also a white man, took steps to demolish the structure with the idea of carting it away in sections by lorry.

With a working party of natives, Mr.

Mcßirney made a start on the work at about 7 o’clock in the morning. Mr.

Watson appeared on the scene with a small shotgun and, it is believed, fired upon Mr. Mcßirney, who at the moment was on the roof of the building.

Mr. Mcßirney, who was peppered about the arms and body with small shot, was taken to the hospital for attention. In the absence of the doctor the extent of his injuries is not definitely known, but reports disclose that he is in no danger.

Watson has been arrested and is to be tried at Rarotonga for attempted murder. Conflicting opinions are said to exist in the community as to whether the shooting was intentional.

New Machinery For Pt. Moresby Power House From Our Own Correspondent.

PT. MORESBY, Dec. 9.

THE work of installing the new engine in the Local Government Power House is still proceeding and is nearing completion.

Mr. W. Chisholm, engineer for the Ruston Hornsby Company, is erecting the 150-165 horse power Ruston Hornsby engine, and it is being tested and inspected by Mr. Cuthbertson, the Government’s consulting engineer, who arrived by the last boat, before it is taken over from the contractors.

It is expected the engine will be in running order within the next few weeks and will make a great diflerence to the electric supply of Port Moresby, which has been overtaxed for some time.

Cook Islands Notes

Many Residents Leave for N.Z.

From Our Own Correspondent.

RAROTONGA, December 11.

NUMEROUS privately arranged farewell parties are taking place on the eve of the departure by the R.M.S. Monowai of a number of residents for New Zealand.

The majority will return to Rarotonga in February and March next year. Two of the local school teachers, Miss M. Mooney and Mr. C. Taverner, intend to proceed to New Zealand for their vacation.

Amongst those leaving to resume permanent residence in the Dominion is Mr. S. Heginbotham, superintendent of the wireless station. with his wife and child. Mr. Heginbotham has spent over five years at Rarotonga and leaves behind him a good record of service to the inhabitants of these islands.

The local chief, Ariki, Makea Tinirau, also leaves for New Zealand by the Monowai.

ARMISTICE DAY CELEBRATIONS.

Armistice day was observed as a special holiday at Rarotonga. The Rev. Bond James and his newly appointed assistant, the Rev.

Cater, conducted a service at the London Mission Church. Returned soldiers of the Cook Islands Pioneer Battalion paraded in uniform.

Also a troop of native Girl Guides attended in regimental dress. Later the units marched to the memorial outside the Administrative Building. Overnight native women had enclosed portion Of the grass plot surrounding the monument with ropes of flowers the sweetly scented Frangi pani. The enclosure was also decorated with streamers of flowers strung from the top of the monument to each corner of the barrier. Two minutes’ silence was observed, the only sound heard being the subdued roar and crunching of breakers on the reef, no doubt, recalling to many of those present memories of the firing line in France and on other battle fronts.

The Resident Commissioner, Judge Ayson, accompanied by the chief Ariki, Makea Tinihau, and members of the Island Council, each placed a wreath at the foot of the monument in honour of the dead who enlisted from amongst the native race here. Many of those present bore evidence in their grey hair of the passing of the years since they first stood with bare head before the small granite column erected on the narrow, well kept, grass plot outside the Administrative Offices.

The school concert, long looked forward to by the native boys and girls, took place recently. Tremendous applause greeted the Hula Hula dance.

Several of the boys, playing leading parts, threw in lively oddments off their own bat, to the dismay of the teachers and the delight of everyone present. A ballet, headed by Miss Ada Savage, introduced a Hollywood touch to the performance. The school children carried through their individual parts with vigour and confidence and threw themselves whole-heartedly into the various items, whether vocal parts or gymnastic turns. 38 January 26, 1932.
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Port Moresby’s New Hospital Historic Landmark Passes From Our Own Correspondent PT. MORESBY, December 31.

ANOTHER landmark of the old pioneering days in Papua, the old European Hospital, is being removed.

The new hospital, an imposing and beautiful building of reinforced concrete, is now completed and patients are being admitted.

The old building, which has been in use for 26 years, was on its last legs.

It could tell some tragic tales of the end of many a pioneer’s struggles against too heavy odds, when prospecting and pioneering in the Papuan wilds In the old days of the Tiveri, Lakekamu and the Astrolabe gold rushes were more disastrous than romantic or remunerative.

In 1909, when gold was discovered on the Lakekamu by Mat Crow and the Pryke brothers, miners poured into the country. Inexperienced men with no knowledge of the country and its conditions came unequipped, without money or provisions. Some were under the impression that the field was within walking distance, others set off alone, refusing to engage boys or to take tents and scorning nets, on the ground that they had ever used them before. In a very short time dreadful days followed, the hospital was taxed to its utmost, for many fell and malaria and dysentery had their way.

The old hospital was indebted, in the first instance, to Mr. Charles Kowald, a government agent of the Mekeo district, who met with an accident on an expedition with His Excellency, Sir William MacGregor, and died later in the Cooktown Hospital, in 1896. He bequeathed two building blocks of land and a good residence for a hospital in Port Moresby. Later the Port Moresby citizens subscribed a sum of money and the present site was selected, building material was bought by private subscription and the work of erection was carried out by the Government. The total cost of the building was £570, of which the Government provided £324, and the building was completed in 1905.

In exchange for the present site, the Government took possession of the property bequeathed by Charles Kowald.

The buildings originally consisted of one large ward and four small rooms, with a verandah all round, with a detached kitchen and bathroom, a galvanised iron roof and plain iron walls and ceiling. Stores and dispensary, additions and improvements came later.

Primitive as it was it served the need of the country for some years, but latterly it has been found quite inadequate and the new hospital, with its spacious rooms and balconies, will be a welcome relief to the citizens of Port Moresby and the planters outside.

The new hospital was designed by Mr. G. M. Turnbull, Architect to the Papuan Government, and is an imposing landmark on a hill facing the harbour, in full view of the town.

Noumea’S Electric Light

SCHEME From Our Own Correspondent NOUMEA, January 5.

THE Conseil-General has agreed to lend up to 100,000 francs to the company which is installing the electric lighting system in Noumea, to enable this work to be properly carried out.

The residents of Noumea are anxiously awaiting the completion of this desirable service.

Tahiti Yacht Club’s New Premises PAPEETE, December 20.

THE Tahiti Yacht Club has removed from its old quarters in the Levy building and has taken a lease of the premises up to recently occupied by the Cercle Bougainville.

Alex. Sturgeons, who ran the Bougainville for a number of years, will be the future manager of the Yacht Club. The new quarters are airy and commodious and in close proximity to the wharf, so that it is hoped that some financial benefit will accrue to the club as a result of the change to a more central location.

Newton Elm’s Stranding Causes Copra Congestion at Port Moresby From Our Own Correspondent PT. MORESBY, December 31 OWING to the Newton Elm, a copra vessel, being stranded somewhere north of Sydney and not calling here this month, as scheduled, there is a congestion of copra in Port Moresby awaiting shipment.

The Newton Elm is one of the steamers under the agency of Burns, Philp which call here regularly at intervals of three months for the purpose of carrying copra direct to European ports.

Her non-arrival will mean a loss to planters and Burns, Philp, besides general inconvenience through the accumulation of copra in the wharf sheds.

The Newton Elm has been since refloated and towed to Sydney for docking. 39
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Rarotongan Products

Some Fine Pineapples From Our Own Correspondent.

RAROTONGA, December 4.

WATERMELONS and Avacado pears are plentiful just now, and locally grown pineapples of good size are being picked.

There are several fairly large areas under pineapple cultivation at Rarotonga, but it would seem that, for the present at least, the supply is not greatly in excess of that which will meet local demand.

In past years (but not now) coffee, tobacco and vanilla beans were grown here and formed part of the export trade of these islands. Competition from without has killed each of these exports, leaving bananas, oranges, copra and tomatoes the support of the Cook Group.

South Seas Wanderers Mr. Preston Moore, who has taken the New Zealand yacht, Valkyre, on a long-time charter, planned to leave Tahiti at the end of November, with a party of friends, for the Gambier group.

Thence they proposed to visit some of the other Far Eastern groups.

Samoan Cocoa Industry Good Prices But Small Crops From Our Own Correspondent APIA, January 1.

THE main cocoa crop of this year has been picked and is much smaller than of last year. On many plantations it amounts in fact to only half of normal.

So far the trees are flowering extremely well, which promises for a good first crop next year. Fortunately, the cocoa price continues to be good and even to improve in all our markets.

There is a fair demand and a recent sale in London brought £9O per ton for for first-class washed.

Mr. Patterson, of Magia Plantation, who a few months ago lost his cocoadryer by fire, has disposed of the lease of his plantation to Mr. Miedicke, who is resigning his position as Chief Engineer of the Administration. Mr. Patterson is at present lying sick at Apia Hospital, Thefts from the European cocoa plantations have for a long time presented a serious problem to the planters, but are now diminishing.

Primage Exemptions

Helping Papua Producers From Our Own Correspondent FT. MORESBY, December 31.

SOME measure of relief for producers from the primage duty has been granted by His Excellency the Lieut. - Governor, by an order that goods or packages for use in exporting Papuan produce shall be added to the list of exemptions under the Primage Duty Ordinance.

Such items will include hessian or the like used in packing rubber for export. The proclamation will take effect as from July last, and applications for refunds will be accepted.

New Caledonian Notes From Our Own Correspondent.

NOUMEA, December 27.

ARMISTICE Day was celebrated in a true French manner at Noumea.

The festivities were organised by the local Association of Returned Soldiers, and there were sporting fixtures, including bicycle racing, cross-country running, basket ball and other attractions. Large numbers of people attended the various functions, and everything passed off very successfully. Review of troops took place in the morning in the Square, where the war monument is located; decorations were presented, and an aeroplane circled round overhead, dropping small tokens in the French colours.

Savings Bank

People making deposits in the Government Savings Bank have been notified that the maximum amount which they can lodge to their credit has been now increased to 20,000 francs. The interest rate is 3 Vz per cent.

Exchange Rate

The Bank of Indo-Chine has been quoting selling rates for English and Australian pounds at approximately 96 and 79 francs respectively.

Agricultural Exhibition

On Armistice Day a successful agricultural exhibition was held at Canala. Monsieur Bonnard was president of the judging committee and the exhibits, particularly the coffee, were numerous and of a high standard. There were a number of prize-winners, including: M. Cherrier, Mme. J. Loquet, Messrs. H. David, Arthur Fere, Cl. Persan, L.

Page and Lacout.

Art Exhibition

A very interesting exhibition was recently organised at Noumea, when a large array of exhibits was displayed. The exhibition consisted of paintings, sketches, sculpture, embroidery, needlework and other exhibits, and the skill, application and industry of the French people, and incidentally the Italians, was very much in evidence. It is hoped that these exhibitions will take place from time to time. 40 January 26, 1932.
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Papuan News

Dull Christmas Holidays From Our Own Correspondent PORT MORESBY, Dec. 31.

Excessively hot weather, followed by a. cyclonic storm, helped to mar Christmas Day and the holidays in Port Moresby, though, as a whole, anticipations for a bright and merry time were fairly restrained in this part of the world.

Anyone who has the good fortune to be able to leave the territory for the season does so at the first opportunity. Many residents left the town for the hills, either to stay at rest houses or to visit friends on plantations, and those who were unable foregathered and persuaded themselves that conditions might conceivably be worse and thanked their lucky stars that Christmas comes but once a year.

Commercially Christmas was quiet, even tame, though to some extent the stores have recaptured a little of their former trade, since they have reduced their prices to meet those of the southern) firms. Economists hold the floor in Port Moresby and even those who have no need burble plaintively of the hard times and count their coppers before venturing on anything but the most ordinary expenditure.

Copra, rubber, coffee and gold, the assets of the country, are all not bringing much wealth into the territory, and as the days of investments in Papua seem over for the present, the scale of living in the country has been lowered. Life is much simpler and people are living at bedrock and there is practically no social life —a healthier existence, no doubt, if a little corrosive to enterprise.

Father Macenoroe

FAREWELLED Father Macencroe, of the Roman Catholic Presbytery, leaves by the Macdhui for a long holiday in Australia, on December 22. His friends gathered in the Presbytery to wish him farewell and to present him with a small gift and generally to express the kindly friendliness with which he is regarded by everyone in Port Moresby.

Little Sporting Activity

Sport, on the whole, is at a standstill, owing to the heat and the general conditions of the N.W. season.

The Cricket Club held it gala day, followed by a dance, and the Golf Club has closed its season, after the finals of the Fitch and Gutheridge Cups were played and won by Mr. Anderson and Mr. de Groen, respectively.

A club dinner was given at which the cups were presented to the winners by the President of the Club, His Honour, Mr. Justice Gore.

On Boxing Day, the Port Moresby Golf Club entertained the native caddies on the links to a “bunfight” and tournament. It was arranged in their honour in recognition of their consistently good work throughout the year.

Home-made clubs were used, of astonishing good workmanship, made by the caddies themselves, little boys from Hanuabada between the ages of 9 and 12. They all played an extraordinarily good game in the tournament and at the first hole of 350 yards one little boy of 11 was on the green in 2 and holed out for a 4—a performance which has not been beaten by our best players.

Two Whales Captured

Tongans Enjoy "Sea-Beef”

TWO whales were recently captured at Tonga, and a big trade was done in the whale meat, which was sold to the natives at 20 lbs* for Is.

The whales were cut up alongside the wharf at Nukualofa. During this operation, many sharks were attracted to the scene, some big specimens being harpooned from the wharf.

Unfortunately, during cutting-up operations, one whale floated away and became beached in front of the British Consulate. The odour from the monster made the locality rather unpopular for the rest of that day.

Solomon Islands

Recruiters Have Lean Days From Our Own Correspondent.

TULAGI, January 4.

SINCE last writing, little has occurred to disturb the calm; even the price of copra tends toward the monotonous in that it has remained stationary for about four weeks on end, a most unusual happening which optimistic souls take as a sign of stability and promised improvement. The compliments of the season to their hopes.

This depression (hateful word) has certainly altered things from a recruiter’s point of view. For years, he was able to pick and choose his orders and complete them at his leisure, but now he goes after them with hat in hand. Fees have been cut almost in half One undecided planter the other day was cajoled into giving a small order by an offer to fix his own price. Still the price agreed upon was profitable to the recruiter, because there is a surplus of labour offering, and completing an order is now a matter of days where it used to be weeks or months.

Bowls Popular at Rarotonga From Our Own Correspondent.

RAROTONGA, December 4.

An item of extreme importance in Rarotongan bowling circles—sufficient to make the whole place sit up and take notice—was the defeat of the club’s singles champion, Mr.

Alex Baron, proprietor qf the local guest house. Mr. Barron met his Waterloo at the hands of Mr. H. Shearman.

It is rumoured that the present champion pinned his faith to a new grip which he practised in defiance of strong criticism from local experts—graduates of Australian clubs, and clubs as far afield as Scotland.

Improvements at the green appear to be under way. The base and framework of a structure have appeared on the southern bank. Apparently, this is to be the pavilion, for which the club has been striving during the last two years to raise funds. Members of the club remark upon the surprise shown by visitors off the mail boats at the existence of the game here. The bowling grounds, also the tennis club’s grounds which adjoin, certainly are very nicely laid out and well patronised by visitors to the island BULOLO GOLD CO.

Increase in Capital TN the annual meeting proceedings of Bulolo Gold Dredging Ltd. shareholders were advised that the directors were negotiating with Placer Development Ltd. for the purchase from that company of a large dredging area located immediately down stream from the company’s dredging property in New Guinea.

The terms of purchase have not yet been fully settled, but as the purchase consideration is to be in Bulolo shares, the directors recommend that the authorised capital of the Bulolo Company be increased to 6,000,000 dollars, in order that an agreement may be signed immediately the terms are settled.

This proposed increase of capital will provide, after the above purchase from Placer Development Ltd. is concluded, a large reserve of unissued capital in case further properties should later be acquired. 41
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A "Good Old Custom” On Norfolk Island Written for The Pacific Islands Monthly by Lt.-Colonel T. ORDE LEES, 0.b.e., a.f.c.

UNTIL I read about it in The Pacific Islands Monthly, I do not remember clearly having ever heard of Norfolk Island.

From what I read I became romantically interested in this modern historical spot and determined to include it in my itinerary on my way from Japan, where I live, to England, my native land.

I went to much trouble and considerably greater expense than I need otherwise have done, so as to visit the descendants of the famous Bounty.

Sailing from Port Vila in the Morinda, we arrived at Norfolk Island on January 3. The next morning my wife and I, together with a dozen or more other passengers, decided to go ashore.

The captain of the Morinda kindly placed the ship’s motor boat at our disposal for the purpose, but for convenience in landing we were placed in a rowing boat towed by the motor boat.

The rowing boat was the property of Messrs. Burns, Philp.

On reaching the jetty, the motorboat slipped the rowing-boat, which drifted alongside the jetty under her own way.

Our passage down the jetty was obstructed by a Mr. Victor Edwards, who demanded from each passenger the sum of two shillings. As other passengers were following behind me. I judged that it was no time for altercation, but asked Mr. Edwards what the charge was for and what service, if any, it represented. He replied that it was for “return boat fare.”

As Mr. Edwards was not the owner of the boat, and as neither he nor any of his men did anything at all towards propelling the boat, it seems to me that this is in the nature of a “holdup.” People of whom I inquired about it merely laughed and said it was “an old custom,” and seemed to think that no one ought to mind paying so small a sum. But then they were all people who did not have to pay it.

Inquiries amongst my fellow passengers revealed that they were all just as much incensed about it as I was. It is, of course, the principle of the thing rather than the amount that constitutes its impropriety. Really, a Mr.

Nobody, standing on the pier, has no earthly right to charge passengers an admittance fee to an island unless he or his employees own or propel the landing boat or are the proprietors of the jetty. I understand that Mr. Edwards is neither, and I should be very much surprised to learn that he is in any way authorised to make such a charge.

As to our return journey, this was made in the motor-boat of the Morinda so that no employee of Mr. Edwards had anything whatever to do with it.

It seems a pity, just when the islanders are doing their utmost to encourage tourists, that Mr. Edwards, or anyone else, should be allowed to waylay well-disposed tourists and mulct them of, in the aggregate, a substantial sum. No intimation whatever was given to passengers about this charge before leaving the ship, nor in the boat.

The first one learns of it is having one’s landing obstructed on the jetty by Mr.

Edwards, where argument is undesirable.

I might add that when I included Norfolk Island in my itinerary I wrote to the authorities there offering to lecture on the island, free of charge, in aid of the hospital or any other charity as can be gathered from the enclosed letter. Owing to changes in the schedule of the Morinda I should have been unable to have fulfilled my promise, but that is no reason why I should become a hold-up victim on landing.

I might add that Mr. Edwards’s action deprived a tourist car of two passengers, for having been once tricked I declined the attractive offer of the driver of a car to make a tour of the island. I was afraid of being tricked a second time. I was afraid of being set down far from the ship and of being forced to pay a ransom for the return journey.

Papuan Mails

Steamship Trading Co.’s New Contract From Our Own Correspondent PORT MORESBY, Dec. 17.

THE successful tenderer for the Government mail contract service - for the south coast is the Steamship Trading Co. Ltd. The Government is making a contract for 12 months from January 1, 1932.

The subsidy in the new contract is reduced to £1,600 per annum, but an increase of 5 per cent, on freights and fares has been approved.

The vessel so employed is the Papuan Chief. Her run will be from Daru to Samarai. taking 32 days, conditions in all respects being similar to those which have been in existence for the past few years. 42 January 26, 1932.
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The Newbold Silica Fire-Brick Co. Ltd. 109 ELIZABETH ST., SYDNEY Lazy Natives of Thursday Island What’s Bred In the Bone Will Not Be Cured by Free Fishing Boats From Our Own Correspondent THE large and increasing number of young darkies of both sexes, born and bred on Thursday Island, seems to have again attracted attention and it is rumoured plans to provide the local men with fishing boats of their own, and other similar schemes in readiness for the coming generation, are under consideration.

In fact, the employment of T.l.’s coloured citizens has become the latest “problem” of philanthropists.

There is no necessity, however, to magnify the prevailing unemployment of local natives to such dimensions. As a problem it does not exist, or if so is capable of a very easy solution. The coloured boys of the town can always get work from the local shellers, at any rate till they prove themselves utterly useless, and the girls would be rushed for domestic service if only they were willing to do it.

The co-operative boats of the outer islands have always needed a lot of spoon-feeding, and some of the methods used to induce the boys to work would not go down with the local youth—he knows too much. In any case, good results, which have not been jacking, depend on the personality and industry of the captain and these may be lacking amongst our town bred lads.

When both girls and boys of local origin show an inclination to take advantage of what is actually offering at the present time, it w t :11 be time enough to offer the latter boats of their own. But if they are to come under the existing Act we doubt if any independent natives will rush them.

However, most people here know the root trouble responsible for the laziness of the local native. A single axe blow in one direction, would send some of our best known street ornaments rushing for a job at sea in order to keep the home fires burning. What about instituting reforms of that nature?

Legalisation of certain matters would bring them about, even if our Anglo-Saxon sense of fitness is temporarily shocked thereby.

It must not be thought that the T.I. natives have been totally neglected up to date.

Both churches have made efforts to remedy their condition, and the establishment of a school and station at Hammond Island was a step in the right direction.

But wider reforms must be political and may run contrary to our accepted notions if they are to succeed. The special problems of Thursday Island need different treatment from the rest of Queensland and, with the best will in the world, new fishing boats will not solve them.

"Camargo” at Solomons From Our Own Correspondent.

MAROVO, Sol. Is., Jan. 1.

LAST month the Solomon Islands were honoured by a visit from the American millionaire, Mr. Julius Fleischmann, and his family, in his 1.000-ton yacht, “Camargo.” It is their plan to make a two-years’ tour of the world.

Their main object in coming to the Islands was to see the simple life of the natives and collect curios and photographs. It is Mr. Fleischmann’s intention, after returning to America, to furnish a room in his palatial home at Cincinnati with all the curios he collects on his voyage.

After leaving Tulagi the Camargo was piloted through the Marovo and Roviana Lagoons, where Mr. Fleischmann and his visitors had ample opportunities of visiting the most beautiful parts of the Islands. With their up-to-date fishing tackle and fast launches they were able to enjoy some very good fishing, the Marovo lagoon being particularly suitable for this sport.

They intended calling in at the Bougainville Group and hoped to reach Batavia in the early part of the New Year. 43
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CHOWN BROS. & MULHOLLAND LTD.

Wattle Street - • Sydney

Cable Address: Chowns, Sydney.

Visitors to the Solomon Islands O A plantation home on the island of Ysabel, British Solomon Islands, is open to Tourists, or Travellers desiring experience of Islands life. Riding, tennis, bathing (sea-beach and river), etc. Modern comforts include refrigeration.

Apply “Fulakora,” Ysabel, via Tulagi, British Solomon Islands. Or call for particulars at Pacific Publications Ltd., Union House, 247 George St., Sydney.

“I find your paper most interesting, and it certainly fills a long-felt want in the Islands. The majority of people living ashore on any of these Island Groups are surprisingly ignorant of conditions elsewhere in the Pacific.” . . . Capt. John McCulloch, Aitutaki, Cook Islands.

Pt. Moresby Delights Malolo Tourists From Our Own Correspondent.

PT. MORESBY, December 9.

The Matson liner Malolo arrived in Port Moresby on November 19 on a pleasure cruise of the Pacific from the Celebes (Dutch East Indies) en route to Sydney.

There were 150 tourists on board, who seemed eager to see as much of this “Cannibal Isle” as was possible in the short-time they were here. They were delighted and charmed with the harbour, the view, the natives and the country in general. The weather was perfect, and Port Moresby and its surrounding hills looked at their best. A native dance had been arranged at the headquarters parade ground, which was of more than usual interest; also a canoe race over the harbour.

Residents were invited on board in the afternoon, and inspected the lounges, smoking-rooms and swimming pools and decks with as much interest and curiosity as the Americans did Port Moresby—an exchange of courtesy —or mutual inquisitiveness.

The American Express Companies intend to include Port Moresby on the next pleasure cruise which the new Matson liner will make next year.

Fancy Dress Functions in the Solomons From Our Own Correspondent.

TULAGI, January 10.

THE “Residency” staged a Fancy Dress affair on Christmas night, much to the enjoyment of those present, and a similar event was given on the 28th by the Gavotu (Lever’s) Recreation Club.

At this there must have been the better part of a hundred guests present, including the Mataram’s passengers and officers. The Fancy Dress judges had no difficulty in deciding on Mrs.

Ashley (wife of the R.C.) as being the best of the ladies, with her portrayal of a Venetian lady; while in the men’s section Major Frank Hewitt gave them an easy task with his “Mrs. Gamp.”

If_the judges erred at all, it was in not awarding Bertie Johnstone a special prize for his most appropriate “Pirate.” 44 January 26, 1932.
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Buying Selling Telegraphic transfer £110 0 0 £111 2 e On demand .... 109 7 6 110 17 6 30 days 108 15 0 110 12 6 60 days 108 3 9 110 7 6 Fiji, on New Zealand, basis of £100, New Zealand—buying £99, selling £101.

London: Buying Selling Telegraphic transfer £109 15 0 £111 7 fl On demand .... 109 2 6 111 2 6 30 days 108 13 9 110 17 6 60 days 108 6 3 110 12 6 90 days 107 18 9 110 7 6 120 days 107 11 3 110 2 6 I 50A 5AN p

Makes Home Safer

Where there are romping, heedless kiddies. Pearson’s Carbolic Sand Soap performs a double household duty. It cleanses thoroughly with a minimum of effort. And its disinfectant lather helps to banish germs and vermin.

Made by Pearson Soap Co. Ltd.

PEARSON’S SAND Rozelie CARBOLIC SOAP N.S.W.

Vitality and Health are the Main Factors in Every-day Life Put yourself In the hands of Specialists who have made an intelligent study of your requirements: it is vital to your health. We are known everywhere as the Suppliers of the Right Goods and which put the VITAL into VITALITY. 35 years is our record of supplying Fresh Fruit, Vegetables and Produce to the leading Houses throughout the world.

Get Fully Acquainted With Us

Tel.: MA 4799; FX 4350 Private. Cable Address; Pigs, Sydney. Code: Bentley’s C. C. PIGGOXT

Wholesale Fruit And Produce Merchants

Direct Importers And Exporters - Sydney

Office, Bulk Stores and Packing House: Fruit Exchange, Sydney.

Sales Dept.: Fruit Exchange and City Markets, Sydney. Bank of N.S.W. Bankers “SUNSHINE” Farm Implements

Ploughs - Cultivators - Scufflers

HARROWS, ETC.

As used on Queensland plantations.

Catalogues And Price Lists Sent On Request

H. V. McKAY MASSEY HARRIS Pty. Ltd.

Sunshine Harvester Works - Sunshine - Victoria

Or 27-39 GEORGE ST. WEST, SYDNEY, N.S.W.

Exchange Quotations The following exchange quotations, gathered in Sydney, show the rates existing in Sydney on January 18.

FIJI—THROUGH BANK OF N.S.W.

Australia on Fiji on the basis of £lOO Fiji—buying £ll2/7/6, selling £ll3/2/6.

Fiji on London, basis of £lOO London:

Western Samoa—Through

BANK OF N.Z.

Exchange Australia, on Western Samoa, basis £lOO Samoa —selling £ll3/2/6, buying par. Samoa on Australia —selling par, buying £ll3/2/6.

Exchange, Samoa on London, basis £lOO in

New Guinea And Papua

Through Commonwealth

BANK.

From Australia, on Rabaul and Salamoa, £1 per cent.

From Rabaul on London, same as Australia on London—2s V 2 per cent.

THROUGH BANK OF N.S.W.

Australia, on Papua and New Guinea, £i per cent, premium each way, equivalent to commission of £1 per cent.

Papua and New Guinea, on London: Same as Australia on London, and vice versa.

New Caledonia—Through

French Bank

Drafts, Sydney-Noumea and Noumea-Sydney, are on the basis of current rate of exchange on Paris, less 1 per cent, either way.

Business is handled mostly by the Comptoir National, in Sydney, and the Bank of Indo- Chine, Noumea.

On January 18, when the Australian £ was nominally worth 71 francs, £lOO Australian would purchase a credit in Noumea of 6,700 francs.

The rates between Sydney and Noumea are not made direct, but depend mostly on the Paris-London telegraphic rate, which fluctuates constantly, it is usually much cheaper to transfer a large sum than a small sum between Sydney and Noumea, as the large sum can be made the subject of a cable to Paris, and its transfer arranged at a fixed price, while the small sum takes the chance of the market and the banks, of course, guard themselves against loss.

POST OFFICE ORDERS.

The following are the rates for transfer of money between Sydney and Pacific Groups through the General Post Office. All such transfers are limited in amount.

Papua, Mandated Territory of New Guinea Fiji. New Caledonia—rate 3d. for each £ or fraction, with minimum charge of 6d.; remittances strictly restricted to small amounts for business purposes, at absolute discretion of post office authorities.

Norfolk Island—6d. for £5 or fraction; no resinction; same as Interstate.

Solomon Islands, Gilbert and Ellice Islands Tonga.—No actual restriction, but an implied « ne i I* e ’ * or eac h £ or fraction, for first £6; and 3d. for each additional £, with mimmum charge of 9d. Post office orders issued at discretion of post office authorities.

New Hebrides and Tahiti.—No money order issued through post office Weston Samoa and Cook Islands. Small SK r!m,.- CB £ be J transferred by Australian Post Office through New Zealand Post Office: nnof limited, at discretion of post-office authorities.

Products Of The South Seas

Copra Price Holds, But Market Is Dull THERE has been little alteration in the London quotation for copra during the month. The price holds in a remarkable way, considering the comparative dullness of the market.

But this is only because British sellers are getting the benefit of the exchange premium. France, Germany and U.S.A., who are the largest foreign purchasers of copra, remain on the gold standard, and therefore buy largely from their own nationals in terms of gold. The price is thus maintained in favour of the British producers. If the British pound were not at a discount compared with gold, and the Australian pound at a discount compared with sterling, the British and Australian copra producers would be in a very bad way. As it is, they are doing very nicely, in comparison with French and American planters.

There seems to be very little chance of either British or Australian exchange altering markedly in the near future. So long as France, Germany and U.S.A. remain on the gold standard. British copra producers need not worry. 45
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COPRA.

South Sea.

Plantation, Sun-Dried Sun-Dried London.

Rabaul Price on Per ton c.i.f.

Per ton c.i.f.

January 16 .. £14 7 6 £14 12 6 January 23 .. £14 12 6 £14 15 0 January 30 .. £14 12 6 £14 15 0 February 6 .. £14 5 0 £14 7 6 February 13 .. £14 5 0 £14 7 6 February 20 .. £14 10 0 £14 12 6 February 27 .. £14 12 6 £14 17 6 March 6 .. £14 17 6 £15 0 0 March 13 .. . . £14 17 6 £15 2 6 March 20 .. .. £14 17 6 £15 0 0 March 27 .. .. £14 10 0 £14 12 6 April 3 . . £14 10 0 £14 12 6 April 10 .. £14 7 6 £14 10 0 April 17 . . £14 5 0 £14 7 6 April 24 .. £13 15 0 £13 17 6 May 1 .. £13 10 0 £13 12 6 May 8 .. £12 15 0 £12 17 6 May 15 .. £12 10 0 £12 12 6 May 22 .. £12 0 0 £12 2 6 May 29 .. £10 17 6 £11 0 0 June 5 .. £10 5 0 £10 7 6 June 12 .. £11 5 0 £11 7 6 June 19 .. £10 15 0 £11 2 6 June 26 .. £11 15 0 £11 17 6 July 3 .. £12 15 0 £12 17 6 July 10 .. £12 2 6 £12 5 0 July 17 .. £12 0 0 £12 2 6 July 24 .. £11 15 0 £11 7 6 July 31 .. £11 5 0 £11 7 6 August 7 .. £11 2 6 £11 5 0 August 14 . . . . £11 7 6 £11 10 0 August 21 .. £11 2 6 £11 7 6 August 28 . . .. £11 2 6 £11 5 0 September 4 .. £10 5 0 £10 7 6 September 11 .. £10 12 6 £10 15 0 September 18 .. £10 7 6 £10 7 6 September 25 .. £12 15 0 £12 15 0 October 2 . . £12 0 0 £12 2 6 October 9 .. £12 15 0 £13 0 0 October 16 . . £12 10 0 £12 15 0 October 23 .. £12 17 6 £13 2 6 October 30 .. £13 10 0 £13 15 0 November 6 . . £14 0 0 £14 5 0 November 13 . . £14 5 0 £14 10 0 November 20 . . £13 10 0 £13 15 0 November 27 .. £13 10 0 £13 15 0 December 4 .. £14 5 0 £14 10 0 December 11 .. £14 5 0 £14 10 0 December 18 .. £14 5 0 £14 10 0 December 24 . . £14 5 0 £14 10 0 January 1, 1932 . . £14 10 0 £14 15 0 January 8 .. £14 2 6 £14 7 6 January 15 . . £14 7 6 £14 12 6 RUBBER.

Plantation London Para Smoked.

Price on Per lb.

Per lb.

August 21 . .. .. 3 3 Ad. 2%d.

September 4 .. .. 3V 2 d. 2’Ad.

September 18 .. .. 3 Vad. 2 V 8 d.

October 2 .. .. 3%d. 2%d.

October 16 . . .. 3 5 /sd. 2«d.

October 30 .. .. 3 s / 8 d. 21|d.

November 6 .. .. 3%d. 2 Vad.

November 13 .. .. 3%d. 2 V 8 d.

November 20 . . .. 3 3 8d. 2}£d.

November 27 .. .. 3 s 8 d. 2 5/ 8 d.

December 4 .. .. 3 : Ad. 3 1- 16d.

December 11 .. . . 4 Vad. 3’Ad.

December 18 . . . . 4 1 sd. 3 Vad.

December 24 .. . . 4 ’ad. 3’Ad.

January 1, 1932 . . 4 ’ad. 3-fed.

January 8 . . .. 4 Vad. 3 Vad.

January 15 . . . . 4 1/ sd. 3*d.

COTTON.

Good Middling.

London Price on Per lb.

August 14 .. . 3.73d.

September Shipment August 28 .. . 3.70d.

September Shipment September 11 . 3.57d.

October Shipment September 25 4.88d.

October Shipment October 9 4.07d.

November Shipment October 23 4.57d.

November Shinment November 6 4.67d.

December Shinment November 20 , 4.55d.

December Sh ; pment December 4 4.86d.

January Shipment December 11 , 4.91d.

January Shipment December 18 4.85d.

January Shipment December 24 4.88d.

January Shipment January 1, 1932 5.01d.

February Shipment January 8 , 4.94d.

February Shipment January 15 . 5.10d.

February Shipment “OZO”

Table Salt

In the patent pourer packets. Runs freely in any climate Enquiries for all kinds of salt in bulk invited.

Bennett Lorimer

& GO. LTD.

Knox Street - - Sydney

Cables: “Prunes,” Sydney.

Samples and prices on application.

Birkmyre’S Cloth

The best waterproof for motor car hoods, tarpaulins, horse and cow rugs, etc. Canvas of all kinds, cotton ducks and hessians, seaming, bagging and shop twines. Fishing nets and yarn, fishing lines and tennis nets.

" GODROCKLTD. 397 KENT STREET, SYDNEY. N.S.W.

SPRINGS, Bumpers, Forgings Henderson's is the largest Spring factory in the Southern Hemisphere and manufactures every conceivable type of spring for cars and trucks and all other purposes. Huge stocks are always on hand and single leaves as well as complete motor springs may be supplied.

We specialise also in drop forging and manufacturing hardware of all kinds.

Send your orders direct or through any Islands storekeeper, enclosing exact particulars, and goods will be sent by next return steamer.

Catalogues and Price Lists on all lines sent on request. Write for it!

We specialise in SPRINGS, SHACKLES, U-BOLTS, AXLES, etc., for all Cars and Trucks.

Also Miners’ Picks, Eye-bolts, Tug-hooks, Springs and Tines for Agricultural Machinery, and All classes of SHOPKEEPERS’

HARDWARE Henderson’s Federal Spring Works

Proprietary Limited

6 HUNT STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W.

Telegraphic Address : “Springs, Sydney.”

Head Office and Factory:

Alfred Street - - North Melbourne

Market Quotations Range of Prices The Pacific Islands Monthly makes a close check of the prices quoted for Islands produce; and it regularly publishes the range of prices during each month, including the last available quotation before going to press.

Other Islands Produce

Nominal prices for other Islands produce quoted in Sydney on January 18, from two different sources, were: (a) Trochus shell, nominal . . £5O Beche-de-mer, high grade £2OO Beche-de-mer, lower grade from £3O Cocoa Beans £32 Ivory nuts, nominal, no market £lO (b) Trochus Shell, No. 1 grade £6l/5/- Trochus shell, No. 2 grade £55/15/- Trochus shell, No. 3 grade . £5O Beche-de-mer, high grade £240 Beche-de-mer, lower grade from £4O Cocoa beans £25 to £34 Ivory Nuts, nominal .. £ll/10/- Trochus shell was quoted from a third source as follows; No. 1 grade £62 No. 2 grade £56 No. 3 grade £5O All the quotes are on the Australian £ and f.o.b. Sydney. 46 January 26, 1932.
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Solomon Islands Service.

Per S.S Mataram.

Sydney . . . Jan. 27 Mar. 5 Apl. 13 Brisbane • Jan. 29 Mar. 7 Apl. 15 Tulagi . . . 1 Makambo > Feb. 3-5 Mr. 12-14 Apl. 20-22 Gavutu .

J Bu’u . . . Feb. 6 Mar. 15 Apl. 23 Aola . .

Here . . j Feb. 7 Apl. 24 Kaukaul . ) 15 Rere . . } Mar. — Teneru . . Feb. 7 Mar. 16 Apl. 24 Lunga . . . . Feb. 7 Apl. 24 Kookoom .

Mar. 16 — Mamara .

Domma .

J Feb. 8 — Apl. 25 Lavoro . . Feb. 9 — Apl. 26 Yandina 27 Banika .

Feb. 10 Mar. 17 Apl.

Loabie .

Ufa . . .

Faiam Feb. 10 — Apl. 27 Y. Pepsale . i [ Feb. 10 Mar. 17 Apl. 27 Kaylah . . j [ Mennge . . Fb. 11 -12 — Apl. 28-29 West Bay . i Somata . . i [ Marovo .

Mar. 17 — Rendova Kenelo . : j • Feb, 13 Mar. 18 Apl. 30 Hathorn S. 1 Vila . . . — Mr. 19-20 ■ — Stanmore Gizo . . 1 . Feb. 13 Mar. 21 Apl. 30 Bagga . .

Paisi . ! Fb. 14- -15 Mar.

Mar, 21 22 May 1 -2 Gizo . . . Feb. 16 Mar. 23 May 3 Tetinari . . Feb. 16 Mar. 23 May 3 Russell Group Fb. 17- •18 Mr. 24- ■25 May 4-0 Mamara . — Mar. 25 — Tulagi . . ! Feb. 19 Mar. 26 May 6 Brisbane , Feb. 24 Mar. 31 May 11 Sydney . , Feb. 26 Apl. 2 May 13 Burns, Philp & Co. Ltd. , Agents, Per s.s.

Morinda.

Sydney . . , Dec. 19 Jan. 21 Feb. 25 Lord Howe . Dec. 21 Jan. 23 Feb. 27 Norfolk Is. , Dec. 23 Jan. 25 Feb. 29 Vila . . . . . Dc. 26-28 Ja. 28 -29 Mar. 3-4 Bushmans . . Dec. 29 Jan. 30 Mar. 5 Malo . . . 1 Tangoa . . > Dec. 30 Jan. 31 Mar. 6 Segond . . f Aoba . .

Dec. 30 Feb. 1 Mar. 7 Vila . . , . Dec. 31 Feb. 2 Mar. 8 Norfolk Is. . Jan. 3-4 Feb. 5-6 Mr. 11 -12 Auckland . . Jan. 7 Feb. 9 Mar. 15 Norfolk Is. . Jan. 11 Feb. 12 Mar. 18 Lord Howe . Jan. 13 Feb. 14 Mar. 20 Sydney . . . Jan. 15 Feb. 16 Mar. 22 Burns, Philp & Co. Ltd. , Ag-ents Niagara Aorangl Niagara Honolulu . . . Jan. 13 Feb. 10 Mar. 9 Suva . . .

Jan. 22 Feb. 19 Mar. 18 Auckland . . Jn. 25-26 Pb. 22-23 M. 21-22 Sydney . . . Jan. 30 Feb. 27 Mar. 26 Sydney, dep. . Feb. 4 Mar. 3 Mar. 31 Auckland . . Feb. 8-9 Mar. 7-8 Apl. 4-5 Suva . . . . , , Feb. 12 Mar. 11 A pi. 8 Honolulu . . . Feb. 19 Mar. 10 Apl. 15 Union s.s.

Co. Ltd., Agents.

Sierra Sonoma.

Ventura Honolulu . . Dec. 25 Jan. 15 Feb. 5 Pago Pago . . Jan. 1 Jan. 22 Feb. 12 Suva . . . . Jan. 4 Jan. 25 Feb. 15 Auckland . . Jan. 8 Jan. 20 Feb. 19 Sydney . . . Jan. 12 Feb. 1 Feb. 23 Sydney, dep. . Jan. 19 Feb. 9 Mar. 1 Auckland . . . Jan. 23 Feb. 13 Mar. 5 3uva . . . . Jan. 27 Feb. 17 Mar. 9 ?ago Pago . . Jan. 28 Feb. 18 Mar. 10 Honolulu . . . Feb. 4 Feb. 25 Mar. 17 The Oceanic Steamship Line, Ageris.

O o Matson Per s.s.

Laperouse Sydney, dep.

Jan. 9 Feb. 13 Apl. 2 Noumea J. 13 -16 Fb. 17-20 Apl. 6-9 Chepenche . .

Jan. 17 Feb. 21 Apl. 10 Vila . . . .

Jan. 18 Feb. 22 Apl. 11 Sandwich . 1 Sarmettes . V Norsup , . J Jan, 19 Feb. 23 Apl. 12 Santo . . .

J. 20-23 Fb. 24-26 Ap. 13 -16 Banks . . . . — Feb. 27 Effil Jan. 24 Feb. 28 Apl. 17 Vila . . . .

Jan. 25 Feb. 29 Apl. 18 Chepenhe . .

Jan. 26 Mar. 1 Apl. 19 Noumea . . .

J. 27-30 Mar. S !-5 Ap. 20-23 Sydney, air. .

Feb. 3 Mar. 9 Apl. 27 Messageries Maritimes Co., Agents.

Visitors To Sydney

Desiring a central place to stay. Right in the shopping and theatre centre,.

Saves time and fares.

Crowle House

Private Hotel (Unlicensed) 161 Gastlereagh Street (Between Park and Market Streets) Sydney TARIFF: Bed and breakfast, .. per day, 7/6; per week, 42/-.

Full Board, per week, 55/-.

Casual Meals, 2/-.

Every comfort and quietness.

Lounge and Dining Rooms. Elevator.

Phone MA3619. Cables: Crowle House Auxiliary Ketch built for Solomon Islands.

Lars Halvorsen

Designer and Builder of SCHOONERS, KETCHES, YACHTS. LAUNCHES, Etc.

Can also quote for Secondhand Craft. Send particulars of your requirements HAYES STREET - NEUTRAL BAY . SYDNEY - N.S.W.

Guaranteed M&S Products

FISH PASTES in tin and glass jars ILLAWARRA PRAWNS packed as required CURRIED PRAWNS in Boz. food tumblers

All Kinds Of Fresh And Smoked Fish

“Excelsior” Meat And Bone Meals

MIDDLEBROOK & STONE LTD.

Merchants and Manufacturers 38-40 Mountain St.£? 6 Cunningham St.,SYDNEY Shipping Services in The Pacific Sydney—N.Z.—Fiji—Samoa — Hawaii Noumea-New Hebrides Service.

Sydney —Norfolk Island — New Hebrides —Auckland Sydncy-N.Z.-Fiji-Hawali.

The Fijian Annual Agricultural Conference was held at Suva last month, and the agenda was a varied one. The Governor was present and listened with keen interest to the discussions on the papers presented. Papers were presented on some problems of the banana industry, the stock industry— with reference to the export of beef— the pineapple industry, the production and marketing of supplementary crops and the citrus export industry. 47
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By ships running between Dunkirk and Noumea, via West Indies and Panama Canal.

From Panama Strasb’g Recherche Esperance Papeete . . .

Jan.

IS Mar. 3 Apl. 14 Raiatea . . .

Jan. 16 Mar. 4 Apl. 15 Suva ....

Jan. 25 Mar. 13 Apl. 24 Vila Jan. 28 Mar. 16 Apl. 27 Noumea, arr.

Feb. 2 Mar. 21 May 2 To Panama— Noumea, dep.

Feb. 17 Apl. 5 May 17 Vila Feb. 24 Apl. 12 May 24 Raiatea (opt.) Mar. 4 Apl. 23 June 4 Papeete . . .

Mar. 5 Apl. 24 June 5 Messageries Maritimes Co., Agents.

Makura Monowai Makura Papeete . .

Jan. 2 Jan. 30 Feb. 27 Rarotonga .

Jan. 5 Feb. 2 Mar. 1 Wellington .

Jan. 11-12 Feb. 8-9 Mar. 7-8 Sydney . . .

Jan. 16 Feb. 13 Mar. 12 Sydney . . . .

Jan. 21 Feb. i8 Mar. 17 Wellington . .

Jan. 25-26 Fb. 22-23 M. 21-22 Rarotonga . . , Jan. 30 Feb. 27 Mar. 26 Papeete . . . , Feb. 1 Feb. 29 Mar. 28 Union S.S. Co. Ltd., Agents.

Per t.s.s.

Tofua.

Auckland dp. Jan. 25 Feb. 22 Mar. 21 Suva . . . . Jn. 29-30 Fb. 26-27 M. 25-26 Nukualofa . . Feb. 2 Mar. 1 Mar. 29 Haapal . . . Feb. 3 Mar. 2 Mar. 30 Vavau . . . . Feb. 4 Mar. 3 Mar. 31 Apia . . . . Feb. 5-6 Mar. 4-5 Apl. 1-2 Suva . . . . Fb. 10-11 Mr. 9-10 Apl. 6-7 Auckland, arr. Feb. 15 Mar. 14 Apl. 11 Union S.S.

Co. Ltd., Agents.

Macdhui Montoro Macdhui Sydney . . .

Jan. 14 Feb. 3 Feb. 25 Brisbane .

Jan. 16 Feb. 5 Feb. 27 Townsville . .

Jan. 19 Feb. 8 Mar. 1 Cairns . . — Feb. 9 — Pt. Moresby Jn. 21-22 Fb. 11-12 Mar. ' 1-4 Yule Is. . . — Feb. 13 — Samarai Jan. 23 Fb. 14-15 Mar. 5 Woodlark Is. - — Rabaul . .

Jn. 25-26 Fb. 17-18 Mar. 7-8 Kavieng . .

Fb. 19-20 — Lombrura Lorengau f — Fb. 21-22 — Lae ....

Jn. 28-29 Mr. 10 -11 Salaraaua . f Madang . .

Jan. 30 Feb. 23 Mar. 12 Salamaua Feb. 25 Lae .... f — — Kavieng . .

Feb. 1-2 Mr. 14 -15 Rabaul . .

Feb. 3 Mar. 16 Soraken . .

Feb. 4 Mar. 17 Numa . . . 18 Teopasina f Feb. 5 — Mar.

Arigua Kieta . . . f Feb. 6 — Mar. 19 Rabaul . .

Feb. 8 Feb. 27 Mar. 21 Samarai . .

Feb. 10 Feb. 29 Mar. 23 Pt. Moresby Feb. 11 Mar. 1 Mar. 24 Cairns . . — Mar. 3 — Brisbane . .

Feb. 15 Mar. 6 Mar. 28 Sydney . .

Feb. 17 Mar. 8 Mar. 30 Calls at Pinschafen, Alexishafen, Lindenhafen and Pondo optional.

Bums. Philp & Co. Ltd., Agents.

Nankin Neliore Tanda Hongkong . .

Jan. 2 Jan. 30 Mar. 4 Manilla . . .

Jan. 5 Feb. 2 Mar. 7 Rabaul . . .

Jan. 14 Feb. 11 Mar. 16 Brisbane . . .

Jan. 19 Feb. 16 Mar. 21 Sydney . . .

Jan. ?1 Feb. 18 Mar. 23 Sydney dep.

Feb. 13 Mar. 12 Apl. 13 Brisbane . . .

Feb. ’5 Mar. 14 Apl. 15 Rabaul ....

Feb. 23 Mar. 22 Apl. 23 Manila . .

Mch. 2 Mar. 30 May 1 Hongkong . .

Mch. 5 Apl. 2 May 4 E. & A. Steamship Co. Ltd., Agents.

Per s.s. Le Maire Saigon . .

Nov. 16 Feb. 16 Apl. 25 Batavia . , Nv.23-26 Feb.23 -26 May 2-5 Samarang .

Nov. 27 Feb. 27 May 6 Pt. Moresby Dec. 7 Mar. 8 May 16 Samaral . .

Dec. 9 Mar. 10 May 18 Noumea . .

Dc.16-20 Mar.17-20 May 25-28 Vila . . . .

Dec. ?2 Mar. 22 May 30 Rabaul . .

Dc.27-30 Mar.27 -30 June 4-7 Samarai . .

Jan. 2 Apl. 1 June 10 Pt. Moresby Jan. 3 Apl. 2 June 11 Samarang .

Jan. 13 Apl. 12 June 21 Batavia . .

J.14, F.7 Apl. 13- -16 June22-25 Saigon . . .

Feb. 12 Apl. 21 June 30 Singapore, Sourabaya, Lae, Salamaua, Epi and Santo will be called at only if sufficient inducement i offers.

Royal Packet Navigation Co . Ltd..

Write for Catalogue of— Surveying and Scientific Instruments, Field Glasses, Telescopes, Ships’

Clocks and Barometers, Drawing Instruments, Meteorological Instruments, Thermometers (household and industrial), Compasses, Ram Gauges, Microscopes, and all Optical Goods.

We Specialise In Repairs Of All Descriptions

A good all-round Telescope for general purposes, touring, signalling, rifleshooting, etc., day and night eyepieces, tan leather covered £6/ /

E. Esdaile & Sons Sydney

Auckland-Fiji-Samoa-T onga.

Sydney—Papua—New Guinea Service Sydney-Rabaul-Hongkong.

Saigon-Java-Noumea Line French Eastern Pacific Service.

Sydney-N.Z.-Cook Is.-Tahiti.

New Hebrides Inter-Island Service, 5.5. Malinoa (Burns, Philp (South Sea) Co.

Ltd.) connects every 5 weeks at Vila with s.s. Morinda from Sydney, then proceeds on southern trip, calling at the Islands of Efate.

Erronmanga, Tanna, Aneityum, and returns to Vila—trip occupying 7or 8 days. After 2 to 3 days at Vila, departs on northern trip, calling at the islands of Efate, Mai, Tongoa, Epi.

Paama, Ambrym. Malekula, Abba, Malo, Santo, and returns to Vila —trip occupying 25 to 28 days. Vessel extends to Banks Group every second trip, equivalent to about every three months.

Sydney-Fiji Service.

The Karetu will leave Sydney on February 12 for Fiji and will call at Lautoka, Suva and Levuka.

Union S.S. Co., Agents.

Ocean Island-Nauru Service.

British Phosphate Commission, 16 Spring St., Sydney, sends boats irregularly.

Solomons Inter-Island Service. 5.5. Mitiaro (Burns, Philp (South Sea) Co.

Ltd.) maintains a regular service.

Fiji Inter Island Service.

T.S.S. Makatea (Burns, Philp (South Sea) Co. Ltd.) makes regular fortnightly trips, under Government contract, as follows: Long Trip, 1,050 miles, Suva to Levuka, Tavenui Coast, Buca Bay, Devo, Rabi, Rotuma and back by same route, occupying about 10 days.

Short Trip, 560 miles, Suva to Levuka, Cicia Mango, Loma Loma, Tavenui Coast, Savu Savu, Levuka, Suva, occupying about 9 days T.S.S. Malake (Burns, Philp (South Sea) Co.

Ltd.) makes frequent trips to Levuka, Labasa and Lautoka, with transhipment cargo from Suva.

A.S. Makoa (Burns, Philp (South Sea) Co.

Ltd.) makes bi-monthly trips from Levuka to Funafuti and trades with all islands in the Ellice Group. Round trip, about 1,800 miles.

S.S. Adi Keva (Fiji Shipping Co. Ltd.) makes regular trips from Suva to Levuka and Lautoka, round trip occupying three days.

M.S. Sir John Forrest (Fiji Shipping Co.

Ltd.) makes regular trips from Suva to Levuka, Savu Savu, Nabouwalu, Baulailai, Lekutu, Dreketi, Raduri, Labasa, and return by the same route, round trip occupying about 9 days.

M.S. Adi Rewa (Fiji Shipping Co. Ltd.) makes regular trips from Suva to Ba and Lautoka. round voyage occupying four days.

Papuan Inter-Island Services. 5.5. Papuan Chief (Steamships Trading Co. Ltd.) makes regular round trips from Port Moresby to Kapa Kapa. Abau.Baibara, Samarai, and back by same route; then Port Moresby to Hisiu, Yule Island, Kukipi, Orokolo, Kikori, Daru and back via Orokolo, Yule Is., and Hisiu—full trip occupying about one month.

A. K. Matoma (Burns, Philp & Co.) makes regular round trips from Samarai to Puni Puni, Baniara, Cape Nelson, Buna Bay, Mambare, and back by same route, trip occupying about 12 days.

New Guinea Inter-Island Service. 5.5. Maiwara (Burns, Philp & Co.) makes regular round trips from Rabaul to New Ireland and Bougainville ports. 5.5. Mirani (Burns, Philp & Co.) makes regular round trips from Rabaul to New Guinea mainland ports.

S S Duris, s.s. Durour, m.v. Durambah, (W. R. Carpenter & Co. Ltd.) make sailings from Rabaul every two or three weeks to various ports in the Territory. 48 January 26, 1932.
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PACIFIC ISLANDS ASSOCIATION.

CONSTITUTION. 1. The name of the Association shall be the “Pacific Islands Association.”

OBJECTS. 2. The objects of the Association are: (a) To further the interests of Pacific Island res.dents, and enable ex-residents, as far as possible, to preserve their associations with the Islands. (b) To provide information relative to the Islands. (c) To help bring before the travelling public the tourist facilities between the Islands, Australia and elsewhere. (d) To promote periodical conventions, for the interchange of opinions and experiences on matters affecting administrative, commercial, industrial and social conditions in the Pacific Islands. (e) To advance, as far as possible, the interests of all countries and territories in the Pacific and of the peoples residing therein. (f) To encourage the growth of trade and commerce between the Islands of the Pacific and with Australia, New Zealand and elsewhere. (g) To form and maintain club rooms, literary and reading rooms and other facilities for the use and benefit of members of the Association. (h) To acquire any rights or privileges which the Association may regard as necessary or convenient for the purposes of the Association or for promoting the interests of its members. (i) To purchase, take on lease or exchange, hire or otherwise acquire any real or personal property which may be required for the purposes of the Association. (j) To do all such other things as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of the above objects.

QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 3. Membership of the Association may be sought by any person who is interested in the Pacific Islands. Persons eligible for membership and desiring to join the Association shall lodge an application with the Secretary on the prescribed form, accompanied by the amount of the subscription The committee shall have power to accept or reject any application for membership without assigning any reason therefor.

SUBSCRIPTION. 4. The Annual Subscription shall be 10/6 in the case of members domiciled in the Pacific Islands, and £l/1/- in the case of members resident elsewhere, or such other sums as may be fixed from time to time by the Association at a General Meeting. Provided that any member joining before 31st December, 1931, shall pay a full annual subscription forthwith, and be exempt from payment of any further subscription for 1932.

The subscription, which shall be payable in advance, entitles members to the full privileges and facilities of the Association. Subscriptions shall become due and payable on the first day of January in each year. Members admitted during the second half of a calendar year will pay only one-half of the subscription for that vear Any member who is at least three months j in arrears in payment of any moneys due to the Association may be removed from memj bership by the committee without notice.

EXPULSION OP MEMBERS. 5. It shall be the duty of the committee if j at any time it shall be of the opinion that the interests of the Association so require, to request by letter any member to give a written explanation of his conduct in connection with any matter, and if he fail to make such explanation within a stipulated time, or if the explanation given is not deemed by the committee to be satisfactory, to expel such member.

NO CLAIM ON ASSETS. 6. Any person, upon ceasing to be a member of the Association, shall not have any claim upon the Association, its property or funds.

Election Op Council

7. The entire management of the Association and the control of its property and funds (including the expenditure thereof i except as otherwise provided in these rules, shall be vested in a council consisting of a president, vice-presidents and not more than twenty other members. The whole of the council shall retire at each annual meeting but shall be eligible for re-election. The council shall meet as and when it deems desirable, but at least once a year.

The council shall have power to appoint a member to fill any casual vacancy thereon until the next annual general meeting.

Six members shall form a quorum. 8. The first council shall be elected at the first general meeting of proposed members convened to adopt the constitution, with power to add to its numbers.

MANAGEMENT. 9. The council shall have power to delegate any or all of its duties to an executive committee elected by the Council from its members and to consist of not more than ten members who shall elect a chairman and vicechairman from among themselves. Any vacancy on the executive committee will be filled by the committee. Three members of the executive committee shall form a quorum.

ALTERATION OF CONSTITUTION. 10. This constitution may be added to, amended or repealed by resolution of an annual or special general meeting, provided that no such resolution shall be deemed to have been passed unless it be carried by a majority of at least three-fifths of the members voting thereat in person or by proxy.

AUDITOR. 11. An auditor shall be appointed at each annual general meeting. The first auditor shall be appointed by the Committee.

GENERAL MEETINGS. 12. The annual general meeting of the association shall be held on a date and at a time to be fixed by the council for the following purposes: (a) To receive from the council an j audited revenue account and balance sheet for the preceding financial year. (b) To appoint a council and auditor I for the ensuing year. (cj To consider any resolution relating to alteration of the rules of which due notice has been given, as prov.ded for in rule 13. (d) To consider any other business which any member may desire to bring forward. 13. A member wishing to bring before any general meeting any resolution to amend or make additions to the constitution shall give notice thereof in writing to the council; such notice to be in the hands of the secretary not later th&n twenty-one days preceding such meeting. 14. At least fourteen days’ notice of all general meetings and of the business to be transacted thereat shall be sent to every member, and such notice may be either delivered or posted to him. 15. At all general meetings of the association the president, or, in his absence, a vicepresident, or in the absence of the vice-presidents, a member of the council elected by the meeting, shall take the chair. Every financial member present in person or by proxy shall be entitled to one vote on every motion.

In case of an equality of votes, the chairman shall have a second or casting vote. 16. The Council may at any time and for any purpose call a special general meeting and they shall do so within twenty-one days of the receipt of a requisition in writing signed by any twenty financial members stating the purpose for which the meeting is required.

QUORUM. 17. The quorum at all general meetings ot members shall be ten financial members present in person or by proxy. 18. At any meeting should no quorum be present, such meeting shall stand adjourned for seven days at the same place and time and no notice of such adjournment need be sent out to members. At any such adjourned meeting the business (but no new business) shall be transacted and for such adjourned meeting a quorum consists of two personally present.

PROXIES. 19. Proxies must be lodged with the Secretary at least forty-eight hours before the meeting concerned.

BANK ACCOUNT. 20. All cheques shall be drawn on behalf of the association by two members of the committee and countersigned by the secretary Cheques may be endorsed on behalf of the association by one of the committee, or other person authorised by the committee.

Secretary And Other Officers

21. The executive committee shall have the power to appoint and remove a secretary and other officers from time to time and to fix their remuneration.

WINDING-UP. 22 In the event of a resolution windingup the affairs of the Association being earned by a three-fifths majority of those members present either in person or by proxy, and entitled to vote at a special meeting,’ the property, books and records then available shall be disposed of in such manner as such meeting shall decide.

Persons desirous of joining this organisation may now do so by making formal application to The Secretary, Pacific Islands Association, 7 Macquarie Place, Sydney. Applications for Membership should be accompanied by the first year s subscription, and by the following particulars: Full Name; Address; Occupation; In what Islands interested • How interested.
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“Here You Are, Sir! Resch’S Pilsener

. . . The Most Refreshing And Certainly

The Most Popular Drink I Serve.”

Resch’S Pilsener

The drink a man remembers IV January 26. 1032.
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